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The following is a fatwa (Islamic religious edict) issued by Osama bin Laden and first 
published in the London-based Al-Quds Al-Arabi newspaper in August, 1996. (It should 

be noted that most Muslim religious leaders do not believe that bin Laden had the proper 
qualifications to be able to issue fatwas, as only religious leaders are able to make such 

pronouncements.) 
 

“Declaration of War against the Americans occupying the Land of the 

Two Holy Places” 

August, 1996 

Praise be to Allah, we seek His help and ask for his pardon. we take refuge in Allah from our wrongs and 
bad deeds. Who ever been guided by Allah will not be misled, and who ever has been misled, he will never 
be guided. I bear witness that there is no God except Allah-no associates with Him- and I bear witness 
that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.  

{O you who believe! be careful of -your duty to- Allah with the proper care which is due to Him, and do 
not die unless you are Muslim} (Imraan; 3:102), {O people be careful of -your duty to- your Lord, Who 
created you from a single being and created its mate of the same -kind- and spread from these two, many 
men and women; and be careful of -your duty to- Allah , by whom you demand one of another -your 
rights-, and (be careful) to the ties of kinship; surely Allah ever watches over you} (An-Nisa; 4:1), {O you 
who believe! be careful- of your duty- to Allah and speak the right word; He will put your deeds into a 
right state for you, and forgive you your faults; and who ever obeys Allah and his Apostle, he indeed 
achieve a mighty success} (Al-Ahzab; 33:70-71).  

Praise be to Allah, reporting the saying of the prophet Shu'aib: {I desire nothing but reform so far as I am 
able, and with non but Allah is the direction of my affair to the right and successful path; on him do I rely 
and to him do I turn} (Hud; 11:88).  

Praise be to Allah, saying: {You are the best of the nations raised up for -the benefit of- men; you enjoin 
what is right and forbid the wrong and believe in Allah} (Aal-Imraan; 3:110). Allah's blessing and 
salutations on His slave and messenger who said: (The people are close to an all encompassing 
punishment from Allah if they see the oppressor and fail to restrain him.) 

It should not be hidden from you that the people of Islam had suffered from aggression, iniquity and 
injustice imposed on them by the Zionist-Crusaders alliance and their collaborators; to the extent that the 
Muslims blood became the cheapest and their wealth as loot in the hands of the enemies. Their blood was 
spilled in Palestine and Iraq. The horrifying pictures of the massacre of Qana, in Lebanon are still fresh in 
our memory. Massacres in Tajakestan, Burma, Cashmere, Assam, Philippine, Fatani, Ogadin, Somalia, 
Erithria, Chechnia and in Bosnia-Herzegovina took place, massacres that send shivers in the body and 
shake the conscience. All of this and the world watch and hear, and not only didn't respond to these 
atrocities, but also with a clear conspiracy between the USA and its' allies and under the cover of the 
iniquitous United Nations, the dispossessed people were even prevented from obtaining arms to defend 
themselves.  

The people of Islam awakened and realised that they are the main target for the aggression of the Zionist-
Crusaders alliance. All false claims and propaganda about "Human Rights" were hammered down and 
exposed by the massacres that took place against the Muslims in every part of the world.  

The latest and the greatest of these aggressions, incurred by the Muslims since the death of the Prophet 
(ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON HIM) is the occupation of the land of the two Holy Places -the 
foundation of the house of Islam, the place of the revelation, the source of the message and the place of 
the noble Ka'ba, the Qiblah of all Muslims- by the armies of the American Crusaders and their allies. (We 
bemoan this and can only say: "No power and power acquiring except through Allah"). 

Under the present circumstances, and under the banner of the blessed awakening which is sweeping the 
world in general and the Islamic world in particular, I meet with you today. And after a long absence, 
imposed on the scholars (Ulama) and callers (Da'ees) of Islam by the iniquitous crusaders movement 
under the leadership of the USA; who fears that they, the scholars and callers of Islam, will instigate the 
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Ummah of Islam against its' enemies as their ancestor scholars-may Allah be pleased with them- like Ibn 
Taymiyyah and Al'iz Ibn Abdes-Salaam did. And therefore the Zionist-Crusader alliance resorted to killing 
and arresting the truthful Ulama and the working Da'ees (We are not praising or sanctifying them; Allah 
sanctify whom He pleased). They killed the Mujahid Sheikh Abdullah Azzaam, and they arrested the 
Mujahid Sheikh Ahmad Yaseen and the Mujahid Sheikh Omar Abdur Rahman (in America). 

By orders from the USA they also arrested a large number of scholars, Da'ees and young people - in the 
land of the two Holy Places- among them the prominent Sheikh Salman Al-Oud'a and Sheikh Safar Al-
Hawali and their brothers; (We bemoan this and can only say: "No power and power acquiring except 
through Allah"). We, myself and my group, have suffered some of this injustice ourselves; we have been 
prevented from addressing the Muslims. We have been pursued in Pakistan, Sudan and Afghanistan, 
hence this long absence on my part. But by the Grace of Allah, a safe base is now available in the high 
Hindukush mountains in Khurasan ; where--by the Grace of Allah-the largest infidel military force of the 
world was destroyed. And the myth of the super power was withered in front of the Mujahideen cries of 
Allahu Akbar (God is greater). Today we work from the same mountains to lift the iniquity that had been 
imposed on the Ummah by the Zionist-Crusader alliance, particularly after they have occupied the blessed 
land around Jerusalem, route of the journey of the Prophet (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON 
HIM) and the land of the two Holy Places. We ask Allah to bestow us with victory, He is our Patron and He 
is the Most Capable.  

From here, today we begin the work, talking and discussing the ways of correcting what had happened to 
the Islamic world in general, and the Land of the two Holy Places in particular. We wish to study the 
means that we could follow to return the situation to its' normal path. And to return to the people their 
own rights, particularly after the large damages and the great aggression on the life and the religion of the 
people. An injustice that had affected every section and group of the people; the civilians, military and 
security men, government officials and merchants, the young and the old people as well as schools and 
university students. Hundred of thousands of the unemployed graduates, who became the widest sec tion 
of the society, were also affected. 

Injustice had affected the people of the industry and agriculture. It affected the people of the rural and 
urban areas. And almost every body complain about something. The situation at the land of the two Holy 
places became like a huge volcano at the verge of eruption that would destroy the Kufr and the corruption 
and its' sources. The explosion at Riyadh and Al-Khobar is a warning of this volcanic eruption emerging as 
a result of the sever oppression, suffering, excessive iniquity, humiliation and poverty. 

People are fully concerned about their every day livings; every body talks about the deterioration of the 
economy, inflation, ever increasing debts and jails full of prisoners. Government employees with limited 
income talk about debts of ten thousands and hundred thousands of Saudi Riyals . They complain that the 
value of the Riyal is greatly and continuously deteriorating among most of the main currencies. Great 
merchants and contractors speak about hundreds and thousands of million Riyals owed to them by the 
government. More than three hundred forty billions of Riyal owed by the government to the people in 
addition to the daily accumulated interest, let alone the foreign debt. People wonder whether we are the 
largest oil exporting country?! They even believe that this situation is a curse put on them by Allah for not 
objecting to the oppressive and illegitimate behaviour and measures of the ruling regime: Ignoring the 
divine Shari'ah law; depriving people of their legitimate rights; allowing the American to occupy the land 
of the two Holy Places; imprisonment, unjustly, of the sincere scholars. The honourable Ulamah and 
scholars as well as merchants, economists and eminent people of the country were all alerted by th is 
disastrous situation.  

Quick efforts were made by each group to contain and to correct the situation. All agreed that the country 
is heading toward a great catastrophe, the depth of which is not known except by Allah. One big merchant 
commented : '' the king is leading the state into 'sixty-six' folded disaster'', (We bemoan this and can only 
say: "No power and power acquiring except through Allah"). Numerous princes share with the people their 
feelings, privately expressing their concerns and objecting to the corruption, repression and the 
intimidation taking place in the country. But the competition between influential princes for personal gains 
and interest had destroyed the country. Through its course of actions the regime has torn off its 
legitimacy:  

(1) Suspension of the Islamic Shari'ah law and exchanging it with man made civil law. The regime entered 
into a bloody confrontation with the truthful Ulamah and the righteous youths (we sanctify nobody; Allah 
sanctify Whom He pleaseth).  
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(2) The inability of the regime to protect the country, and allowing the enemy of the Ummah - the 
American crusader forces- to occupy the land for the longest of years. The crusader forces became the 
main cause of our disastrous condition, particularly in the economical aspect of it due to the unjustified 
heavy spending on these forces. As a result of the policy imposed on the country, especially in the field of 
oil industry where production is restricted or expanded and prices are fixed to suit the American economy 
ignoring the economy of the country. Expensive deals were imposed on the country to purchase arms. 
People asking what is the justification for the very existence of the regime then?  

Quick efforts were made by individuals and by different groups of the society to contain the situation and 
to prevent the danger. They advised the government both privately and openly; they send letters and 
poems, reports after reports, reminders after reminders, they explored every avenue and enlist every 
influential man in their movement of reform and correction. They wrote with style of passion, diplomacy 
and wisdom asking for corrective measures and repentance from the "great wrong doings and corruption " 
that had engulfed even the basic principles of the religion and the legitimate rights of the people.  

But -to our deepest regret- the regime refused to listen to the people accusing them of being ridiculous 
and imbecile. The matter got worse as previous wrong doings were followed by mischief's of greater 
magnitudes. All of this taking place in the land of the two Holy Places! It is no longer possible to be quiet. 
It is not acceptable to give a blind eye to this matter.  

As the extent of these infringements reached the highest of levels and turned into demolishing forces 
threatening the very existence of the Islamic principles, a group of scholars-who can take no more- 
supported by hundreds of retired officials, merchants, prominent and educated people wrote to the King 
asking for implementation of the corrective measures. In 1411 A.H. (May 1991), at the time of the gulf 
war, a letter, the famous letter of Shawwaal, with over four hundred signatures was send to the king 
demanding the lift of oppression and the implementation of corrective actions. The king humiliated those 
people and choose to ignore the content of their letter; and the very bad situation of the country became 
even worse.  

People, however, tried again and send more letters and petitions. One particular report, the glorious 
Memorandum Of Advice, was handed over to the king on Muharram, 1413 A.H (July 1992), which tackled 
the problem pointed out the illness and prescribed the medicine in an original, righteous and scientific 
style. It described the gaps and the shortcoming in the philosophy of the regime and suggested the 
required course of action and remedy. The report gave a description of:  

(1) The intimidation and harassment suffered by the leaders of the society, the scholars, heads of tribes, 
merchants, academic teachers and other eminent individuals;  

(2) The situation of the law within the country and the arbitrary declaration of what is Halal and Haram 
(lawful and unlawful) regardless of the Shari'ah as instituted by Allah;  

(3) The state of the press and the media which became a tool of truth-hiding and misinformation; the 
media carried out the plan of the enemy of idolising cult of certain personalities and spreading scandals 
among the believers to repel the people away from their religion, as Allah, the Exalted said: {surely - as 
for- those who love that scandal should circulate between the believers, they shall have a grievous 
chastisement in this world and in the here after} (An-Noor, 24:19).  

(4) Abuse and confiscation of human rights;  

(5) The financial and the economical situation of the country and the frightening future in the view of the 
enormous amount of debts and interest owed by the government; this is at the time when the wealth of 
the Ummah being wasted to satisfy personal desires of certain individuals!! while imposing more custom 
duties and taxes on the nation. (the prophet said about the woman who committed adultery: "She 
repented in such a way sufficient to bring forgiveness to a custom collector!!")., 

(6) The miserable situation of the social services and infra-structure especially the water service and 
supply , the basic requirement of life., 

(7) The state of the ill-trained and ill-prepared army and the impotence of its commander in chief despite 
the incredible amount of money that has been spent on the army. The gulf war clearly exposed the 
situation., 
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(8) Shari'a law was suspended and man made law was used instead.,  

(9) And as far as the foreign policy is concerned the report exposed not only how this policy has 
disregarded the Islamic issues and ignored the Muslims, but also how help and support were provided to 
the enemy against the Muslims; the cases of Gaza-Ariha and the communist in the south of Yemen are 
still fresh in the memory, and more can be said.  

As stated by the people of knowledge, it is not a secret that to use man made law instead of the Shari'a 
and to support the infidels against the Muslims is one of the ten "voiders" that would strip a person from 
his Islamic status (turn a Muslim into a Mushrik, non believer status). The All Mighty said: {and whoever 
did not judge by what Allah revealed, those are the unbelievers} (Al-Ma'ida; 5:44), and {but no! by your 
Lord! they do not believe (in reality) until they make you a judge of that which has become a matter of 
disagreement among them, and then do not find the slightest misgiving in their hearts as to what you 
have decided and submit with entire submission} (An-Nissa; 4:65).  

In spite of the fact that the report was written with soft words and very diplomatic style, reminding of 
Allah, giving truthful sincere advice, and despite of the importance of advice in Islam - being absolutely 
essential for those in charge of the people- and the large number who signed this document as well as 
their supporters, all of that was not an intercession for the Memorandum . Its' content was rejected and 
those who signed it and their sympathisers were ridiculed, prevented from travel, punished and even 
jailed.  

Therefore it is very clear that the advocates of correction and reform movement were very keen on using 
peaceful means in order to protect the unity of the country and to prevent blood shed. Why is it then the 
regime closed all peaceful routes and pushed the people toward armed actions?!! which is the only choice 
left for them to implement righteousness and justice. To whose benefit does prince Sultan and prince 
Nayeff push the country into a civil war that will destroy everything? and why consulting those who ignites 
internal feuds, playing the people against each other and instigate the policemen, the sons of the nation, 
to abort the reform movement. While leaving in peace and security such traitors who implement the policy 
of the enemy in order to bleed the financial and the human resources of the Ummah, and leaving the main 
enemy in the area-the American Zionist alliance enjoy peace and security?!  

The advisor (Zaki Badr, the Egyptian ex-minister of the interior) to prince Nayeff -minister of interior- was 
not acceptable even to his own country; he was sacked from his position there due to the filthy attitude 
and the aggression he exercised on his own people, yet he was warmly welcomed by prince Nayeff to 
assist in sins and aggressions. He unjustly filled the prisons with the best sons of this Ummah and caused 
miseries to their mothers. Does the regime want to play the civilians against their military personnel and 
vice versa, like what had happened in some of the neighbouring countries?!! No doubts this is the policy of 
the American-Israeli alliance as they are the first to benefit from this situation.  

But with the grace of Allah, the majority of the nation, both civilians and military individuals are aware of 
the wicked plan. They refused to be played against each others and to be used by the regime as a tool to 
carry out the policy of the American-Israeli alliance through their agent in our country: the Saudi regime. 

Therefore every one agreed that the situation can not be rectified (the shadow cannot be straighten when 
its' source, the rod, is not straight either) unless the root of the problem is tackled. Hence it is essential to 
hit the main enemy who divided the Ummah into small and little countries and pushed it, for the last few 
decades, into a state of confusion. The Zionist-Crusader alliance moves quickly to contain and abort any 
"corrective movement" appearing in the Islamic countries. Different means and methods are used to 
achieve their target; on occasion the "movement" is dragged into an armed struggle at a predetermined 
unfavourable time and place. Sometime officials from the Ministry of Interior, who are also graduates of 
the colleges of the Shari'ah, are leashed out to mislead and confuse the nation and the Ummah (by wrong 
Fatwas) and to circulate false information about the movement. At other occasions some righteous people 
were tricked into a war of words against the Ulama and the leaders of the movement, wasting the energy 
of the nation in discussing minor issues and ignoring the main one that is the unification of the people 
under the divine law of Allah.  

In the shadow of these discussions and arguments truthfulness is covered by the falsehood, and personal 
feuds and partisanship created among the people increasing the division and the weakness of the Ummah; 
priorities of the Islamic work are lost while the blasphemy and polytheism continue its grip and control 
over the Ummah. We should be alert to these atrocious plans carried out by the Ministry of Interior. The 
right answer is to follow what have been decided by the people of knowledge, as was said by Ibn 
Taymiyyah (Allah's mercy upon him): "people of Islam should join forces and support each other to get rid 
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of the main "Kufr" who is controlling the countries of the Islamic world, even to bear the lesser damage to 
get rid of the major one, that is the great Kufr".  

If there are more than one duty to be carried out, then the most important one should receive priority. 
Clearly after Belief (Imaan) there is no more important duty than pushing the American enemy out of the 
holy land. No other priority, except Belief, could be considered before it; the people of knowledge, Ibn 
Taymiyyah, stated: "to fight in defence of religion and Belief is a collective duty; there is no other duty 
after Belief than fighting the enemy who is corrupting the life and the religion. There is no preconditions 
for this duty and the enemy should be fought with one best abilities. (ref: supplement of Fatawa). If it is 
not possible to push back the enemy except by the collective movement of the Muslim people, then there 
is a duty on the Muslims to ignore the minor differences among themselves; the ill effect of ignoring these 
differences, at a given period of time, is much less than the ill effect of the occupation of  the Muslims' land 
by the main Kufr. Ibn Taymiyyah had explained this issue and emphasised the importance of dealing with 
the major threat on the expense of the minor one. He described the situation of the Muslims and the 
Mujahideen and stated that even the military personnel who are not practising Islam are not exempted 
from the duty of Jihad against the enemy.  

Ibn Taymiyyah , after mentioning the Moguls (Tatar) and their behaviour in changing the law of Allah, 
stated that: the ultimate aim of pleasing Allah, raising His word, instituting His religion and obeying His 
messenger (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON HIM) is to fight the enemy, in every aspects and 
in a complete manner; if the danger to the religion from not fighting is greater than that of fighting, then 
it is a duty to fight them even if the intention of some of the fighter is not pure i.e . fighting for the sake of 
leadership (personal gain) or if they do not observe some of the rules and commandments of Islam. To 
repel the greatest of the two dangers on the expense of the lesser one is an Islamic principle which should 
be observed. It was the tradition of the people of the Sunnah (Ahlul-Sunnah) to join and invade- fight- 
with the righteous and non righteous men. Allah may support this religion by righteous and non righteous 
people as told by the prophet (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON HIM). If it is not possible to 
fight except with the help of non righteous military personnel and commanders, then there are two 
possibilities: either fighting will be ignored and the others, who are the great danger to this life and 
religion, will take control; or to fight with the help of non righteous rulers and therefore repelling the 
greatest of the two dangers and implementing most, though not all, of the Islamic laws. The latter option 
is the right duty to be carried out in these circumstances and in many other similar situation. In fact many 
of the fights and conquests that took place after the time of Rashidoon, the guided Imams, were of this 
type. (majmoo' al Fatawa, 26/506).  

No one, not even a blind or a deaf person , can deny the presence of the widely spread mischief's or the 
prevalence of the great sins that had reached the grievous iniquity of polytheism and to share with Allah in 
His sole right of sovereignty and making of the law. The All Mighty stated: {And when Luqman said to his 
son while he admonish him: O my son! do not associate ought with Allah; most surely polytheism is a 
grievous iniquity} (Luqman; 31:13). Man fabricated laws were put forward permitting what has been 
forbidden by Allah such as usury (Riba) and other matters. Banks dealing in usury are competing, for 
lands, with the two Holy Places and declaring war against Allah by disobeying His order {Allah has allowed 
trading and forbidden usury} (Baqarah; 2:275). All this taking place at the vicinity of the Holy Mosque in 
the Holy Land! Allah (SWT) stated in His Holy Book a unique promise (that had not been promised to any 
other sinner) to the Muslims who deals in usury: {O you who believe! Be careful of your duty to Allah and 
relinquish what remains (due) from usury, if you are believers * But if you do (it) not, then be appraised 
of WAR from Allah and His Apostle} (Baqarah; 2:278-279). This is for the "Muslim" who deals in usury 
(believing that it is a sin), what is it then to the person who make himself a partner and equal to Allah, 
legalising (usury and other sins) what has been forbidden by Allah. Despite of all of the above we see the 
government misled and dragged some of the righteous Ulamah and Da'ees away from the issue of 
objecting to the greatest of sins and Kufr. (We bemoan this and can only say: "No power and power 
acquiring except through Allah").  

Under such circumstances, to push the enemy-the greatest Kufr- out of the country is a prime duty. No 
other duty after Belief is more important than the duty of had . Utmost effort should be made to prepare 
and instigate the Ummah against the enemy, the American-Israeli alliance- occupying the country of the 
two Holy Places and the route of the Apostle (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) to the 
Furthest Mosque (Al-Aqsa Mosque). Also to remind the Muslims not to be engaged in an internal war 
among themselves, as that will have grieve consequences namely:  

1-consumption of the Muslims human resources as most casualties and fatalities will be among the 
Muslims people.  

2-Exhaustion of the economic and financial resources. 
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3-Destruction of the country infrastructures 

4-Dissociation of the society 

5-Destruction of the oil industries. The presence of the USA Crusader military forces on land, sea and air 
of the states of the Islamic Gulf is the greatest danger threatening the largest oil reserve in the world. The 
existence of these forces in the area will provoke the people of the country and induces aggression on 
their religion, feelings and prides and push them to take up armed struggle against the invaders occupying 
the land; therefore spread of the fighting in the region will expose the oil wealth to the danger of being 
burned up. The economic interests of the States of the Gulf and the land of the two Holy Places will be 
damaged and even a greater damage will be caused to the economy of the world. I would like here to 
alert my brothers, the Mujahideen, the sons of the nation, to protect this (oil) wealth and not to include it 
in the battle as it is a great Islamic wealth and a large economical power essential for the soon to be 
established Islamic state, by Allah's Permission and Grace. We also warn the aggressors, the USA , against 
burning this Islamic wealth (a crime which they may commit in order to prevent it, at the end of the war, 
from falling in the hands of its legitimate owners and to cause economic damages to the competitors of 
the USA in Europe or the Far East, particularly Japan which is the major consumer of the oil of the region).  

6-Division of the land of the two Holy Places, and annexing of the northerly part of it by Israel. Dividing 
the land of the two Holy Places is an essential demand of the Zionist-Crusader alliance. The existence of 
such a large country with its huge resources under the leadership of the forthcoming Islamic State, by 
Allah's Grace, represent a serious danger to the very existence of the Zionist state in Palestine. The Nobel 
Ka'ba, -the Qiblah of all Muslims- makes the land of the two Holy Places a symbol for the unity of the 
Islamic world. Moreover, the presence of the world largest oil reserve makes the land of the two Holy 
Places an important economical power in the Islamic world. The sons of the two Holy Places are directly 
related to the life style (Seerah) of their forefathers, the companions, may Allah be pleased with them. 
They consider the Seerah of their forefathers as a source and an example for re-establishing the greatness 
of this Ummah and to raise the word of Allah again. Furthermore the presence of a population of fighters 
in the south of Yemen, fighting in the cause of Allah, is a strategic threat to the Zionist-Crusader alliance 
in the area. The Prophet (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON HIM) said: (around twelve thousands 
will emerge from Aden/Abian helping -the cause of- Allah and His messenger, they are the best, in the 
time, between me and them) narrated by Ahmad with a correct trustworthy reference.  

7-An internal war is a great mistake, no matter what reasons are there for it. the presence of the 
occupier-the USA- forces will control the outcome of the battle for the benefit of the international Kufr.  

I address now my brothers of the security and military forces and the national guards may Allah preserve 
you hoard for Islam and the Muslims people:  

O you protectors of unity and guardians of Faith; O you descendent of the ancestors who carried the light 
(torch) of guidance and spread it all over the world. O you grandsons of Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqqaas , 
Almothanna Ibn Haritha Ash-Shaybani , Alga'ga' Ibn Amroo Al-Tameemi and those pious companions who 
fought Jihad alongside them; you competed to join the army and the guard forces with the intention to 
carry out Jihad in the cause of Allah -raising His word- and to defend the faith of Islam and the land of the 
two Holy Places against the invaders and the occupying forces. That is the ultimate level of believing in  
this religion "Deen". But the regime had reversed these principles and their understanding, humiliating the 
Ummah and disobeying Allah. Half a century ago the rulers promised the Ummah to regain the first 
Qiblah, but fifty years later new generation arrived and the promises have been changed; Al-Aqsa Mosque 
handed over to the Zionists and the wounds of the Ummah still bleeding there. At the time when the 
Ummah has not regained the first Qiblah and the rout of the journey of the Prophet (Allah's Blessings and 
Salutations may be on him), and despite of all of the above, the Saudi regime had stunt the Ummah in the 
remaining sanctities, the Holy city of Makka and the mosque of the Prophet (Al-Masjid An-Nabawy), by 
calling the Christians army to defend the regime. The crusaders were permitted to be in the land of the 
two Holy Places. Not surprisingly though, the King himself wore the cross on his chest. The country was 
widely opened from the north-to- the south and from east-to-the west for the crusaders. The land was 
filled with the military bases of the USA and the allies. The regime became unable to keep control without 
the help of these bases. You know more than any body else about the size, intention and the danger of 
the presence of the USA military bases in the area. The regime betrayed the Ummah and joined the Kufr, 
assisting and helping them against the Muslims. It is well known that this is one of the ten "voiders" of 
Islam, deeds of de-Islamisation. By opening the Arab peninsula to the crusaders the regime disobeyed and 
acted against what has been enjoined by the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be 
on him), while he was at the bed of his death: (Expel the polytheists out of the Arab Peninsula); (narrated 
by Al-Bukhari) and: (If I survive, Allah willing, I'll expel the Jews and the Christians out of the Arab 
Peninsula); saheeh Aljame' As-Sagheer.  
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It is out of date and no longer acceptable to claim that the presence of the crusaders is necessity and only 
a temporary measures to protect the land of the two Holy Places. Especially when the civil and the military 
infrastructures of Iraq were savagely destroyed showing the depth of the Zionist-Crusaders hatred to the 
Muslims and their children, and the rejection of the idea of replacing the crusaders forces by an Islamic 
force composed of the sons of the country and other Muslim people. moreover the foundations of the 
claim and the claim it self were demolished and wiped out by the sequence of speeches given by the 
leaders of the Kuffar in America. The latest of these speeches was the one given by William Perry, the 
Defense Secretary, after the explosion in Al-Khobar saying that: the presence of the American solders 
there is to protect the interest of the USA. The imprisoned Sheikh Safar A l-Hawali, may Allah hasten his 
release, wrote a book of seventy pages; in it he presented evidence and proof that the presence of the 
Americans in the Arab Peninsula is a pre-planed military occupation. The regime want to deceive the 
Muslim people in the same manner when the Palestinian fighters, Mujahideen, were deceived causing the 
loss of Al-Aqsa Mosque. In 1304 A.H (1936 AD) the awakened Muslims nation of Palestine started their 
great struggle, Jihad, against the British occupying forces. Britain was impotent to stop the Mujahideen 
and their Jihad, but their devil inspired that there is no way to stop the armed struggle in Palestine unless 
through their agent King Abdul Azeez, who managed to deceives the Mujahideen. King Abdul Azeez carried 
out his duty to his British masters. He sent his two sons to meet the Mujahideen leaders and to inform 
them that King Abdul Azeez would guarantee the promises made by the British government in leaving the 
area and responding positively to the demands of the Mujahideen if the latter stop their Jihad. And so King 
Abdul Azeez caused the loss of the first Qiblah of the Muslims people. The King joined the crusaders 
against the Muslims and instead of supporting the Mujahideen in the cause of Allah, to liberate the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, he disappointed and humiliated them.  

Today, his son, king Fahd, trying to deceive the Muslims for the second time so as to loose what is left of 
the sanctities. When the Islamic world resented the arrival of the crusader forces to the land of the two 
Holy Places, the king told lies to the Ulamah (who issued Fatwas about the arrival of the Americans) and 
to the gathering of the Islamic leaders at the conference of Rabitah which was held in the Holy City of 
Makka. The King said that: "the issue is simple, the American and the alliance forces will leave the area in 
few months". Today it is seven years since their arrival and the regime is not able to move them out of 
the country. The regime made no confession about its inability and carried on lying to the people claiming 
that the American will leave. But never-never again ; a believer will not be bitten twice from the same 
hole or snake! Happy is the one who takes note of the sad experience of the others!!  

Instead of motivating the army, the guards, and the security men to oppose the occupiers, the regime 
used these men to protect the invaders, and further deepening the humiliation and the betrayal. (We 
bemoan this and can only say: "No power and power acquiring except through Allah"). To those little 
group of men within the army, police and security forces, who have been tricked and pressured by the 
regime to attack the Muslims and spill their blood, we would like to remind them of the narration: (I 
promise war against those who take my friends as their enemy) narrated by Al--Bukhari. And his saying 
(Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) saying of: ( In the day of judgement a man comes 
holding another and complaining being slain by him. Allah, blessed be His Names, asks: Why did you slay 
him?! The accused replies: I did so that all exaltation may be Yours. Allah, blessed be His Names, says: All 
exaltation is indeed mine! Another man comes holding a fourth with a similar complaint. Allah, blessed be 
His Names, asks: Why did you kill him?! The accused replies: I did so that exaltation may be for Mr. X! 
Allah, blessed be His Names, says: exaltation is mine, not for Mr. X, carry all the slain man's sins (and 
proceed to the Hell fire)!). In another wording of An-Nasa'i: "The accused says: for strengthening the rule 
or kingdom of Mr. X"  

Today your brothers and sons, the sons of the two Holy Places, have started their Jihad in the cause of 
Allah, to expel the occupying enemy from of the country of the two Holy places. And there is no doubt you 
would like to carry out this mission too, in order to re-establish the greatness of this Ummah and to 
liberate its' occupied sanctities. Nevertheless, it must be obvious to you that, due to the imbalance of 
power between our armed forces and the enemy forces, a suitable means of fighting must be adopted i.e 
using fast moving light forces that work under complete secrecy. In other word to initiate a guerrilla 
warfare, were the sons of the nation, and not the military forces, take part in it. And as you know, it is 
wise, in the present circumstances, for the armed military forces not to be engaged in a conventional 
fighting with the forces of the crusader enemy (the exceptions are the bold and the forceful operations 
carried out by the members of the armed forces individually, that is without the movement of the formal 
forces in its conventional shape and hence the responses will not be directed, strongly, against the army) 
unless a big advantage is likely to be achieved; and great losses induced on the enemy side (that would 
shaken and destroy its foundations and infrastructures) that will help to expel the defeated enemy from 
the country.  
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The Mujahideen, your brothers and sons, requesting that you support them in every possible way by 
supplying them with the necessary information, materials and arms. Security men are especially asked to 
cover up for the Mujahideen and to assist them as much as possible against the occupying enemy; and to 
spread rumours, fear and discouragement among the members of the enemy forces. 

We bring to your attention that the regime, in order to create a friction and feud between the Mujahideen 
and yourselves, might resort to take a deliberate action against personnel of the security, guards and 
military forces and blame the Mujahideen for these actions. The regime should not be allowed to have 
such opportunity. 

The regime is fully responsible for what had been incurred by the country and the nation; however the 
occupying American enemy is the principle and the main cause of the situation . Therefore efforts should 
be concentrated on destroying, fighting and killing the enemy until, by the Grace of Allah, it is completely 
defeated. The time will come -by the Permission of Allah- when you'll perform your decisive role so that 
the word of Allah will be supreme and the word of the infidels (Kaferoon) will be the inferior. You will hit 
with iron fist against the aggressors. You'll re-establish the normal course and give the people their rights 
and carry out your truly Islamic duty. Allah willing, I'll have a separate talk about these issues.  

My Muslim Brothers (particularly those of the Arab Peninsula): The money you pay to buy American goods 
will be transformed into bullets and used against our brothers in Palestine and tomorrow (future) against 
our sons in the land of the two Holy places. By buying these goods we are strengthening their economy 
while our dispossession and poverty increases.  

Muslims Brothers of land of the two Holy Places:  

It is incredible that our country is the world largest buyer of arms from the USA and the area biggest 
commercial partners of the Americans who are assisting their Zionist brothers in occupying Palestine and 
in evicting and killing the Muslims there, by providing arms, men and financial supports.  

To deny these occupiers from the enormous revenues of their trading with our country is a very important 
help for our Jihad against them. To express our anger and hate to them is a very important moral gesture. 
By doing so we would have taken part in (the process of ) cleansing our sanctities from the crusaders and 
the Zionists and forcing them, by the Permission of Allah, to leave disappointed and defeated.  

We expect the woman of the land of the two Holy Places and other countries to carry out their role in 
boycotting the American goods.  

If economical boycotting is intertwined with the military operations of the Mujahideen, then defeating the 
enemy will be even nearer, by the Permission of Allah. However if Muslims don't co-operate and support 
their Mujahideen brothers then , in effect, they are supplying the army of the enemy with financial help 
and extending the war and increasing the suffering of the Muslims.  

The security and the intelligence services of the entire world can not force a single citizen to buy the 
goods of his/her enemy. Economical boycotting of the American goods is a very effective weapon of hitting 
and weakening the enemy, and it is not under the control of the security forces of the regime.  

Before closing my talk, I have a very important message to the youths of Islam, men of the brilliant future 
of the Ummah of Muhammad (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON HIM). Our talk with the youths 
about their duty in this difficult period in the history of our Ummah. A period in which the youths and no 
one else came forward to carry out the variable and different duties. While some of the well known 
individuals had hesitated in their duty of defending Islam and saving themselves and their wealth from the 
injustice, aggression and terror -exercised by the government- the youths (may Allah protect them) were 
forthcoming and raised the banner of Jihad against the American-Zionist alliance occupying the sanctities 
of Islam. Others who have been tricked into loving this materialistic world, and those who have been 
terrorised by the government choose to give legitimacy to the greatest betrayal , the occupation of the 
land of the two Holy Places (We bemoan this and can only say: "No power and power acquiring except 
through Allah"). We are not surprised from the action of our youths. The youths were the companions of 
Muhammad (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him), and was it not the youths themselves who 
killed Aba-Jahl, the Pharaoh of this Ummah? Our youths are the best descendent of the best ancestors. 
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Abdul-Rahman Ibn Awf -may Allah be pleased with him- said: (I was at Badr where I noticed two youths 
one to my right and the other to my left. One of them asked me quietly (so not to be heard by the other) 
: O uncle point out Aba-Jahl to me. What do you want him for? , said Abdul Rahman. The boy answered: I 
have been informed that he- Aba-Jahl- abused the Messenger of Allah (), I swear by Allah, who have my 
soul in His hand, that if I see Aba-Jahl I'll not let my shadow departs his shadow till one of us is dead. I 
was astonished, said Abdul Rahman; then the other youth said the same thing as the first one. 
Subsequently I saw Aba-Jahl among the people; I said to the boys do you see? this is the man you are 
asking me about. The two youths hit Aba-Jahl with their swords till he was dead. Allah is the greatest, 
Praise be to Him: Two youths of young age but with great perseverance, enthusiasm, courage and pride 
for the religion of Allah's, each one of them asking about the most important act of killing that should be 
induced on the enemy. That is the killing of the pharaoh of this Ummah - Aba Jahl-, the leader of the 
unbelievers (Mushrikeen) at the battle of Badr. The role of Abdul Rahman Ibn Awf , may Allah be pleased 
with him, was to direct the two youths toward Aba-Jahl. That was the perseverance and the enthusiasm of 
the youths of that time and that was the perseverance and the enthusiasm of their fathers. It is this role 
that is now required from the people who have the expertise and knowledge in fighting the enemy. They 
should guide their brothers and sons in this matter; once that has been done, then our youths will repeat 
what their forefathers had said before: "I swear by Allah if I see him I'll not let my shadow to departs from 
his shadow till one of us is dead".  

And the story of Abdur-Rahman Ibn Awf about Ummayyah Ibn Khalaf shows the extent of Bilal's (may 
Allah be pleased with him) persistence in killing the head of the Kufr: "the head of Kufr is Ummayyah Ibn 
Khalaf.... I shall live not if he survives" said Bilal. 

Few days ago the news agencies had reported that the Defence Secretary of the Crusading Americans had 
said that "the explosion at Riyadh and Al-Khobar had taught him one lesson: that is not to withdraw when 
attacked by coward terrorists". 

We say to the Defence Secretary that his talk can induce a grieving mother to laughter! and shows the 
fears that had enshrined you all. Where was this false courage of yours when the explosion in Beirut took 
place on 1983 AD (1403 A.H). You were turned into scattered pits and pieces at that time; 241 mainly 
marines solders were killed. And where was this courage of yours when two explosions made you to leave 
Aden in lees than twenty four hours!  

But your most disgraceful case was in Somalia; where- after vigorous propaganda about the power of the 
USA and its post cold war leadership of the new world order- you moved tens of thousands of international 
force, including twenty eight thousands American solders into Somalia. However, when tens of your 
solders were killed in minor battles and one American Pilot was dragged in the streets of Mogadishu you 
left the area carrying disappointment, humiliation, defeat and your dead with you. Clinton appeared in 
front of the whole world threatening and promising revenge , but these threats were merely a preparation 
for withdrawal. You have been disgraced by Allah and you withdrew; the extent of your impotence and 
weaknesses became very clear. It was a pleasure for the "heart" of every Muslim and a remedy to the 
"chests" of believing nations to see you defeated in the three Islamic cities of Beirut , Aden and 
Mogadishu.  

I say to Secretary of Defence: The sons of the land of the two Holy Places had come out to fight against 
the Russian in Afghanistan, the Serb in Bosnia-Herzegovina and today they are fighting in Chechenia and -
by the Permission of Allah- they have been made victorious over your partner, the Russians. By the 
command of Allah, they are also fighting in Tajakistan. 

I say: Since the sons of the land of the two Holy Places feel and strongly believe that fighting (Jihad) 
against the Kuffar in every part of the world, is absolutely essential; then they would be even more 
enthusiastic, more powerful and larger in number upon fighting on their own land- the place of their 
births- defending the greatest of their sanctities, the noble Ka'ba (the Qiblah of all Muslims). They know 
that the Muslims of the world will assist and help them to victory. To liberate their sanctities is the 
greatest of issues concerning all Muslims; It is the duty of every Muslims in this world. 

I say to you William (Defence Secretary) that: These youths love death as you loves life. They inherit 
dignity, pride, courage, generosity, truthfulness and sacrifice from father to father. They are most 
delivering and steadfast at war. They inherit these values from their ancestors (even from the time of the 
Jaheliyyah, before Islam). These values were approved and completed by the arriving Islam as stated by 
the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him): "I have been send to perfecting 
the good values". (Saheeh Al-Jame' As-Sagheer).  
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When the pagan King Amroo Ibn Hind tried to humiliate the pagan Amroo Ibn Kulthoom, the latter cut the 
head of the King with his sword rejecting aggression, humiliation and indignation.  

If the king oppresses the people excessively, we reject submitting to humiliation.  

By which legitimacy (or command) O Amroo bin Hind you want us to be degraded?!  

By which legitimacy (or command) O Amroo bin Hind you listen to our foes and disrespect us?!  

Our toughness has, O Amroo, tired the enemies before you, never giving in!  

Our youths believe in paradise after death. They believe that taking part in fighting will not bring their day 
nearer; and staying behind will not postpone their day either. Exalted be to Allah who said: {And a soul 
will not die but with the permission of Allah, the term is fixed} (Aal Imraan; 3:145). Our youths believe in 
the saying of the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him): "O boy, I teach a 
few words; guard (guard the cause of, keep the commandments of) Allah, then He guards you, guard (the 
cause of ) Allah, then He will be with you; if you ask (for your need) ask Allah, if you seek assistance, 
seek Allah's; and know definitely that if the Whole World gathered to (bestow) profit on you they will not 
profit you except with what was determined for you by Allah, and if they gathered to harm you they will 
not harm you except with what has been determined for you by Allah; Pen lifted, papers dried, it is fixed 
nothing in these truths can be changed" Saheeh Al-Jame' As-Sagheer. Our youths took note of the 
meaning of the poetic verse:  

"If death is a predetermined must, then it is a shame to die cowardly."  
and the other poet saying: 
"Who do not die by the sword will die by other reason; many causes are there but one death".  

These youths believe in what has been told by Allah and His messenger (Allah's Blessings and Salutations 
may be on him) about the greatness of the reward for the Mujahideen and Martyrs; Allah, the most 
exalted said: {and -so far- those who are slain in the way of Allah, He will by no means allow their deeds 
to perish. He will guide them and improve their condition. and cause them to enter the garden -paradise- 
which He has made known to them}. (Muhammad; 47:4-6). Allah the Exalted also said: {and do not 
speak of those who are slain in Allah's way as dead; nay -they are- alive, but you do not perceive} 
(Bagarah; 2:154). His messenger (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) said: "for those who 
strive in His cause Allah prepared hundred degrees (levels) in paradise; in-between two degrees as the in-
between heaven and earth". Saheeh Al-Jame' As-Sagheer. He (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be 
on him) also said: "the best of the martyrs are those who do NOT turn their faces away from the battle till 
they are killed. They are in the high level of Jannah (paradise). Their Lord laughs to them ( in pleasure) 
and when your Lord laughs to a slave of His, He will not hold him to an account". narrated by Ahmad with 
correct and trustworthy reference. And : "a martyr will not feel the pain of death except like how you feel 
when you are pinched". Saheeh Al-Jame' As-Sagheer. He also said: "a martyr privileges are guaranteed 
by Allah; forgiveness with the first gush of his blood, he will be shown his seat in paradise, he will be 
decorated with the jewels of belief (Imaan), married off to the beautiful ones, protected from the test in 
the grave, assured security in the day of judgement, crowned with the crown of dignity, a ruby of which is 
better than this whole world (Duniah) and its' entire content, wedded to seventy two of the pure Houries 
(beautiful ones of Paradise) and his intercession on the behalf of seventy of his relatives will be accepted". 
Narrated by Ahmad and At-Tirmithi (with the correct and trustworthy reference).  

Those youths know that their rewards in fighting you, the USA, is double than their rewards in fighting 
some one else not from the people of the book. They have no intention except to enter paradise by killing 
you. An infidel, and enemy of God like you, cannot be in the same hell with his righteous executioner.  

Our youths chanting and reciting the word of Allah, the most exalted: {fight them; Allah will punish them 
by your hands and bring them to disgrace, and assist you against them and heal the heart of a believing 
people} (At-Taubah; 9:14) and the words of the prophet (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON 
HIM): "I swear by Him, who has my soul in His hand, that no man get killed fighting them today, patiently 
attacking and not retreating ,surely Allah will let him into paradise". And his (Allah's Blessings and 
Salutations may be on him) saying to them: "get up to a paradise as wide as heaven and earth".  

The youths also reciting the All Mighty words of: "so when you meat in battle those who disbelieve, then 
smite the necks..." (Muhammad; 47:19). Those youths will not ask you (William Perry) for explanations, 
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they will tell you singing there is nothing between us need to be explained, there is only killing and neck 
smiting.  

And they will say to you what their grand father, Haroon Ar-Rasheed, Ameer-ul-Mu'meneen, replied to 
your grandfather, Nagfoor, the Byzantine emperor, when he threatened the Muslims: "from Haroon Ar-
Rasheed, Ameer-ul-Mu'meneen, to Nagfoor, the dog of the Romans; the answer is what you will see not 
what you hear". Haroon El-Rasheed led the armies of Islam to the battle and handed Nagfoor a 
devastating defeat.  

The youths you called cowards are competing among themselves for fighting and killing you. reciting what 
one of them said:  
The crusader army became dust when we detonated al-Khobar. 
With courageous youth of Islam fearing no danger. 
If (they are) threatened: The tyrants will kill you, they reply my death is a victory. 
I did not betray that king, he did betray our Qiblah. 
And he permitted in the holy country the most filthy sort of humans. 
I have made an oath by Allah, the Great, to fight who ever rejected the faith. 
For more than a decade, they carried arms on their shoulders in Afghanistan and they have made vows to 
Allah that as long as they are alive, they will continue to carry arms against you until you are -Allah 
willing- expelled, defeated and humiliated, they will carry on as long as they live saying:  
O William, tomorrow you will know which young man is confronting your misguided brethren! 
A youth fighting in smile, returning with the spear coloured red. 
May Allah keep me close to knights, humans in peace, demons in war. 
Lions in Jungle but their teeth are spears and Indian swords. 
The horses witness that I push them hard forwarded in the fire of battle. 

The dust of the battle bears witnesses for me, so also the fighting itself, the pens and the books! 

So to abuse the grandsons of the companions, may Allah be pleased with them, by calling them cowards 
and challenging them by refusing to leave the land of the two Holy Places shows the insanity and the 
imbalance you are suffering from. Its appropriate "remedy," however, is in the hands of the youths of 
Islam, as the poet said:  

I am willing to sacrifice self and wealth for knights who never disappointed me. 

Knights who are never fed up or deterred by death, even if the mill of war turns. 

In the heat of battle they do not care, and cure the insanity of the enemy by their 'insane' courage.  

Terrorising you, while you are carrying arms on our land, is a legitimate and morally demanded duty. It is 
a legitimate right well known to all humans and other creatures. Your example and our example is like a 
snake which entered into a house of a man and got killed by him. The coward is the one who lets you 
walk, while carrying arms, freely on his land and provides you with peace and security. 

Those youths are different from your soldiers. Your problem will be how to convince your troops to fight, 
while our problem will be how to restrain our youths to wait for their turn in fighting and in operations. 
These youths are commendation and praiseworthy. 

They stood up tall to defend the religion; at the time when the government misled the prominent scholars 
and tricked them into issuing Fatwas (that have no basis neither in the book of Allah, nor in the Sunnah of 
His prophet (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him)) of opening the land of the two Holy Places 
for the Christians armies and handing the Al-Aqsa Mosque to the Zionists. Twisting the meanings of the 
holy text will not change this fact at all. They deserve the praise of the poet:  
I rejected all the critics, who chose the wrong way; 

I rejected those who enjoy fireplaces in clubs discussing eternally; 

I rejected those, who inspite being lost, think they are at the goal; 

I respect those who carried on not asking or bothering about the difficulties; 

Never letting up from their goals, inspite all hardships of the road; 

Whose blood is the oil for the flame guiding in the darkness of confusion; 

I feel still the pain of (the loss) Al-Quds in my internal organs; 
That loss is like a burning fire in my intestines; 
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I did not betray my covenant with God, when even states did betray it! As their grandfather Assim Bin 
Thabit said rejecting a surrender offer of the pagans:  

What for an excuse I had to surrender, while I am still able, having arrows and my bow having a tough 
string?! 

Death is truth and ultimate destiny, and life will end any way. If I do not fight you, then my mother must 
be insane! 

The youths hold you responsible for all of the killings and evictions of the Muslims and the violation of the 
sanctities, carried out by your Zionist brothers in Lebanon; you openly supplied them with arms and 
finance. More than 600,000 Iraqi children have died due to lack of food and medicine and as a result of 
the unjustifiable aggression (sanction) imposed on Iraq and its nation. The children of Iraq are our 
children. You, the USA, together with the Saudi regime are responsible for the shedding of the blood of 
these innocent children. Due to all of that, what ever treaty you have with our country is now null and 
void. 

The treaty of Hudaybiyyah was cancelled by the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may 
be on him) once Quraysh had assisted Bani Bakr against Khusa'ah, the allies of the prophet (Allah's 
Blessings and Salutations may be on him). The prophet (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) 
fought Quraysh and concurred Makka. He (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) considered 
the treaty with Bani Qainuqa' void because one of their Jews publicly hurt one Muslim woman, one single 
woman, at the market. Let alone then, the killing you caused to hundred of thousands Muslims and 
occupying their sanctities. It is now clear that those who claim that the blood of the American solders (the 
enemy occupying the land of the Muslims) should be protected are merely repeating what is imposed on 
them by the regime; fearing the aggression and interested in saving themselves. It is a duty now on every 
tribe in the Arab Peninsula to fight, Jihad, in the cause of Allah and to cleanse the land from those 
occupiers. Allah knows that there blood is permitted (to be spilled) and their wealth is a booty; their 
wealth is a booty to those who kill them. The most Exalted said in the verse of As-Sayef, The Sword: "so 
when the sacred months have passed away, then slay the idolaters where ever you find them, and take 
them captives and besiege them and lie in wait for them in every ambush" (At-Tauba; 9:5). Our youths 
knew that the humiliation suffered by the Muslims as a result of the occupation of their sanctities can not 
be kicked and removed except by explosions and Jihad. As the poet said:  

The walls of oppression and humiliation cannot be demolished except in a rain of bullets. 

The freeman does not surrender leadership to infidels and sinners. 

Without shedding blood no degradation and branding can be removed from the forehead. 

I remind the youths of the Islamic world, who fought in Afghanistan and Bosnia-Herzegovina with their 
wealth, pens, tongues and themselves that the battle had not finished yet. I remind them about the talk 
between Jibreel (Gabriel) and the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on both of 
them) after the battle of Ahzab when the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may  be on 
him) returned to Medina and before putting his sword aside; when Jibreel (Allah's Blessings and 
Salutations may be on him) descend saying: "are you putting your sword aside? by Allah the angels 
haven't dropped their arms yet; march with your companions to Bani Quraydah, I am (going) ahead of 
you to throw fears in their hearts and to shake their fortresses on them". Jibreel marched with the angels 
(Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on them all), followed by the messenger of Allah (Allah's 
Blessings and Salutations may be on him) marching with the immigrants, Muhajeroon, and supporters, 
Ansar. (narrated by Al-Bukhary).  

These youths know that: if one is not to be killed one will die (any way) and the most honourable death is 
to be killed in the way of Allah. They are even more determined after the martyrdom of the four heroes 
who bombed the Americans in Riyadh. Those youths who raised high the head of the Ummah and 
humiliated the Americans-the occupier- by their operation in Riyadh. They remember the poetry of Ja'far, 
the second commander in the battle of Mu'tah, in which three thousand Muslims faced over a hundred 
thousand Romans:  

How good is the Paradise and its nearness, good with cool drink But the Romans are promised punishment 
(in Hell), if I meet them.  
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I will fight them. 

And the poetry of Abdullah Bin Rawaha, the third commander in the battle of Mu'tah, after the martyrdom 
of Ja'far, when he felt some hesitation:  

O my soul if you do not get killed, you are going to die, anyway. 

This is death pool in front of you! 

You are getting what you have wished for (martyrdom) before, and you follow the example of the two 
previous commanders you are rightly guided! 

As for our daughters, wives, sisters and mothers they should take prime example from the prophet 
(Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) pious female companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them; they should adopt the life style (Seerah) of the female companions of courage, sacrifice and 
generosity in the cause of the supremacy of Allah's religion.  

They should remember the courage and the personality of Fatima, daughter of Khatab, when she accepted 
Islam and stood up in front of her brother, Omar Ibn Al-Khatab and challenged him (before he became a 
Muslim) saying: "O Omar , what will you do if the truth is not in your religion?!" And to remember the 
stand of Asma', daughter of Abu Bakr, on the day of Hijra, when she attended the Messenger and his 
companion in the cave and split her belt in two pieces for them. And to remember the stand of Naseeba 
Bent Ka'b striving to defend the messenger of Allah (Allah's Blessings and Salutations may be on him) on 
the day of Uhud, in which she suffered twelve injuries, one of which was so deep leaving a deep lifelong 
scar! They should remember the generosity of the early woman of Islam who raised finance for the 
Muslims army by selling their jewelery.  

Our women had set a tremendous example of generosity in the cause of Allah; they motivated and 
encouraged their sons, brothers and husbands to fight- in the cause of Allah- in Afghanistan, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Chechenia and in other countries. We ask Allah to accept from them these deeds, and may 
He help their fathers, brothers, husbands and sons. May Allah strengthen the belief - Imaan - of our 
women in the way of generosity and sacrifice for the supremacy of the word of Allah. Our women weep 
not, except over men who fight in the cause of Allah; our women instigate their brothers to fight in the 
cause of Allah.  

Our women bemoan only fighters in the cause of Allah, as said: 
Do not moan on any one except a lion in the woods, courageous in the burning wars.  
Let me die dignified in wars, honourable death is better than my current life. 

Our women encourage Jihad saying: 

Prepare yourself like a struggler, the matter is bigger than words! 
Are you going to leave us else for the wolves of Kufr eating our wings?! 
The wolves of Kufr are mobilising all evil persons from every where! 
Where are the freemen defending free women by the arms?! 
Death is better than life in humiliation! Some scandals and shames will never be otherwise eradicated. 

My Muslim Brothers of The World: 

Your brothers in Palestine and in the land of the two Holy Places are calling upon your help and asking you 
to take part in fighting against the enemy --your enemy and their enemy-- the Americans and the Israelis. 
they are asking you to do whatever you can, with one own means and ability, to expel the enemy, 
humiliated and defeated, out of the sanctities of Islam. Exalted be to Allah said in His book: { and if they 
ask your support, because they are oppressed in their faith, then support them!} (Anfaal; 8:72) 

O you horses (soldiers) of Allah ride and march on. This is the time of hardship so be tough. And know 
that your gathering and co-operation in order to liberate the sanctities of Islam is the right step toward 
unifying the word of the Ummah under the banner of "No God but Allah" ).  

From our place we raise our palms humbly to Allah asking Him to bestow on us His guide in every aspects 
of this issue. 
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Our Lord, we ask you to secure the release of the truthful scholars, Ulama, of Islam and pious youths of 
the Ummah from their imprisonment. O Allah, strengthen them and help their families.  

Our Lord, the people of the cross had come with their horses (soldiers) and occupied the land of the two 
Holy places. And the Zionist Jews fiddling as they wish with the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the route of the 
ascendance of the messenger of Allah (ALLAH'S BLESSING AND SALUTATIONS ON HIM). Our Lord, shatter 
their gathering, divide them among themselves, shaken the earth under their feet and give us control over 
them; Our Lord, we take refuge in you from their deeds and take you as a shield between us and them 

Our Lord, show us a black day in them! 

Our Lord, show us the wonderment of your ability in them! 

Our Lord, You are the Revealer of the book, Director of the clouds, You defeated the allies (Ahzab); defeat 
them and make us victorious over them.  

Our Lord, You are the one who help us and You are the one who assist us, with Your Power we move and 
by Your Power we fight. On You we rely and You are our cause.  

Our Lord, those youths got together to make Your religion victorious and raise Your banner. Our Lord, 
send them Your help and strengthen their hearts.  

Our Lord, make the youths of Islam steadfast and descend patience on them and guide their shots! 

Our Lord, unify the Muslims and bestow love among their hearts! 

O Lord pour down upon us patience, and make our steps firm and assist us against the unbelieving 
people! 

Our Lord, do not lay on us a burden as Thou didst lay on those before us; Our Lord, do not impose upon 
us that which we have no strength to bear; and pardon us and grant us protection and have mercy on us, 
Thou art our patron, so help us against the unbelieving people.  

Our Lord, guide this Ummah, and make the right conditions (by which) the people of your obedience will 
be in dignity and the people of disobedience in humiliation, and by which the good deeds are enjoined and 
the bad deeds are forebode.  

Our Lord, bless Muhammad, Your slave and messenger, his family and descendants, and companions and 
salute him with a (becoming) salutation.  

And our last supplication is: All praise is due to Allah. 

Accessed online here: 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/terrorism/international/fatwa_1996.html 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/terrorism/international/fatwa_1996.html
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The following is a fatwa (Islamic religious edict) issued by Osama bin Laden and four 
other militant Islamist leaders and first published in the London-based Al-Quds Al-Arabi 

newspaper on February 23, 1998. The other Islamist leaders who signed the document 
were Ayman al-Zawahiri, then head of the Islamic Jihad group in Egypt and later al-

Qaeda’s second-in-command after bin Laden; Ahmed Refai Taha, then head of the al-
Gama’a al-Islamiyya militant group in Egypt; Mir Hamza, a leader of the Islamist 
Pakistani political party Jamiat Ulema-e-Pakistan; and Fazul Rahman, then head of 

Harakat ul-Jihad-i-Islami/Bangladesh, a Bangladeshi Islamist movement operating in 
Pakistan. (It should be noted that most Muslim religious leaders do not believe that bin 

Laden had the proper qualifications to issue fatwas, as only religious leaders are able to 
make such pronouncements. However, it is possible that one or more of the other 
signatories of this fatwa did have such authority, though this too is a matter of debate.) 

 

Praise be to God, who revealed the Book, controls the clouds, defeats factionalism, and says in 
His Book: "But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the pagans wherever 

ye find them, seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of 

war)"; and peace be upon our Prophet, Muhammad Bin-'Abdallah, who said: I have been sent 
with the sword between my hands to ensure that no one but God is worshipped, God who put 

my livelihood under the shadow of my spear and who inflicts humiliation and scorn on those 
who disobey my orders.  

The Arabian Peninsula has never -- since God made it flat, created its desert, and encircled it 
with seas -- been stormed by any forces like the crusader armies spreading in it like locusts, 

eating its riches and wiping out its plantations. All this is happening at a time in which nations 
are attacking Muslims like people fighting over a plate of food. In the light of the grave 

situation and the lack of support, we and you are obliged to discuss current events, and we 

should all agree on how to settle the matter. 

No one argues today about three facts that are known to everyone; we will list them, in order 
to remind everyone: 

First, for over seven years the United States has been occupying the lands of Islam in the 
holiest of places, the Arabian Peninsula, plundering its riches, dictating to its rulers, 

humiliating its people, terrorizing its neighbors, and turning its bases in the Peninsula into a 
spearhead through which to fight the neighboring Muslim peoples. 

If some people have in the past argued about the fact of the occupation, all the people of the 
Peninsula have now acknowledged it. The best proof of this is the Americans' continuing 

aggression against the Iraqi people using the Peninsula as a staging post, even though all its 
rulers are against their territories being used to that end, but they are helpless.  

Second, despite the great devastation inflicted on the Iraqi people by the crusader-Zionist 
alliance, and despite the huge number of those killed, which has exceeded 1 million... despite 

all this, the Americans are once against trying to repeat the horrific massacres, as though they 
are not content with the protracted blockade imposed after the ferocious war or the 

fragmentation and devastation.  

So here they come to annihilate what is left of this people and to humiliate their Muslim 

neighbors. Third, if the Americans' aims behind these wars are religious and economic, the 
aim is also to serve the Jews' petty state and divert attention from its occupation of Jerusalem 

and murder of Muslims there. The best proof of this is their eagerness to destroy Iraq, the 

strongest neighboring Arab state, and their endeavor to fragment all the states of the region 
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such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Sudan into paper statelets and through their disunion 

and weakness to guarantee Israel's survival and the continuation of the brutal crusade 
occupation of the Peninsula.  

All these crimes and sins committed by the Americans are a clear declaration of war on God, 

his messenger, and Muslims. And ulema have throughout Islamic history unanimously agreed 

that the jihad is an individual duty if the enemy destroys the Muslim countries. This was 
revealed by Imam Bin-Qadamah in "Al- Mughni," Imam al-Kisa'i in "Al-Bada'i," al-Qurtubi in 

his interpretation, and the shaykh of al-Islam in his books, where he said: "As for the fighting 
to repulse [an enemy], it is aimed at defending sanctity and religion, and it is a duty as agreed 

[by the ulema]. Nothing is more sacred than belief except repulsing an enemy who is 

attacking religion and life." On that basis, and in compliance with God's order, we issue the 
following fatwa to all Muslims:  

The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies -- civilians and military -- is an individual duty 

for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it, in order to 

liberate the al-Aqsa Mosque and the holy mosque [Mecca] from their grip, and in order for 
their armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and unable to threaten any 

Muslim. This is in accordance with the words of Almighty God, "and fight the pagans a ll 
together as they fight you all together," and "fight them until there is no more tumult or 

oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in God."  

This is in addition to the words of Almighty God: "And why should ye not fight in the cause of 

God and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)? -- women and children, 
whose cry is: 'Our Lord, rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for 

us from thee one who will help!'"  

We -- with God's help -- call on every Muslim who believes in God and wishes to be rewarded 

to comply with God's order to kill the Americans and plunder their money wherever and 
whenever they find it. We also call on Muslim ulema, leaders, youths, and soldiers to launch 

the raid on Satan's U.S. troops and the devil's supporters allying with them, and to displace 
those who are behind them so that they may learn a lesson. 

Almighty God said: "O ye who believe, give your response to God and His Apostle, when He 
calleth you to that which will give you life. And know that God cometh between a man and his 

heart, and that it is He to whom ye shall all be gathered."  

Almighty God also says: "O ye who believe, what is the matter with you, that when ye are 

asked to go forth in the cause of God, ye cling so heavily to the earth! Do ye prefer the life of 
this world to the hereafter? But little is the comfort of this life, as compared with the 

hereafter. Unless ye go forth, He will punish you with a grievous penalty, and put others in 
your place; but Him ye would not harm in the least. For God hath power over all things."  

Almighty God also says: "So lose no heart, nor fall into despair. For ye must gain mastery if ye 
are true in faith."  

Accessed online here: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/terrorism/international/fatwa_1998.html 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/terrorism/international/fatwa_1998.html
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The following is an interview with Osama bin Laden from May, 1998. The beginning 
questions were posed by bin Laden’s followers, while later questions were posed by ABC 

reporter John Miller. 
 

Interview with Osama bin Laden, May 1998 

 
... What is the meaning of your call for Muslims to take arms against America in particular, and 
what is the message that you wish to send to the West in general? 

The call to wage war against America was made because America has spear-headed the crusade against 
the Islamic nation, sending tens of thousands of its troops to the land of the two Holy Mosques over and 
above its meddling in its affairs and its politics, and its support of the oppressive, corrupt and tyrannical 
regime that is in control. These are the reasons behind the singling out of America as a target. And not 
exempt of responsibility are those Western regimes whose presence in the region offers support to the 
American troops there. We know at least one reason behind the symbolic participation of the Western 
forces and that is to support the Jewish and Zionist plans for expansion of what is called the Great Israel. 
Surely, their presence is not out of concern over their interests in the region. ... Their presence has no 
meaning save one and that is to offer support to the Jews in Palestine who are in need of their Christian 
brothers to achieve full control over the Arab Peninsula which they intend to make an important part of 
the so called Greater Israel. ... 

 
Many of the Arabic as well as the Western mass media accuse you of terrorism and of 
supporting terrorism. What do you have to say to that? 

There is an Arabic proverb that says "she accused me of having her malady, then snuck away." Besides, 
terrorism can be commendable and it can be reprehensible. Terrifying an innocent person and terrorizing 
him is objectionable and unjust, also unjustly terrorizing people is not right. 

Whereas, terrorizing oppressors and criminals and thieves and robbers is necessary for the safety of 
people and for the protection of their property. There is no doubt in this. Every state and every civilization 
and culture has to resort to terrorism under certain circumstances for the purpose of abolishing tyranny 
and corruption. Every country in the world has its own security system and its own security forces, its own 
police and its own army. They are all designed to terrorize whoever even contemplates to attack that 
country or its citizens. The terrorism we practice is of the commendable kind for it is directed at the 
tyrants and the aggressors and the enemies of Allah, the tyrants, the traitors who commit acts of treason 
against their own countries and their own faith and their own prophet and their own nation. Terrorizing 
those and punishing them are necessary measures to straighten things and to make them right. Tyrants 
and oppressors who subject the Arab nation to aggression ought to be punished. The wrongs and the 
crimes committed against the Muslim nation are far greater than can be covered by this interview. 
America heads the list of aggressors against Muslims. The recurrence of aggression against Muslims 
everywhere is proof enough. For over half a century, Muslims in Palestine have been slaughtered and 
assaulted and robbed of their honor and of their property. Their houses have been blasted, their crops 
destroyed. And the strange thing is that any act on their part to avenge themselves or to lift the injustice 
befalling them causes great agitation in the United Nations which hastens to call for an emergency 
meeting only to convict the victim and to censure the wronged and the tyrannized whose children have 
been killed and whose crops have been destroyed and whose farms have been pulverized. ... 

In today's wars, there are no morals, and it is clear that mankind has descended to the lowest degrees of 
decadence and oppression. They rip us of our wealth and of our resources and of our oil. Our religion is 
under attack. They kill and murder our brothers. They compromise our honor and our dignity and dare we 
utter a single word of protest against the injustice, we are called terrorists. This is compounded injustice. 
And the United Nations insistence to convict the victims and support the aggressors constitutes a serious 
precedence which shows the extent of injustice that has been allowed to take root in this land. ... 

 
What is your relationship with the Islamic movements in various regions of the world like 
Chechnya and Kashmir and other Arab countries?  
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Cooperation for the sake of truth and righteousness is demanded from Muslims. A Muslim should do his 
utmost to cooperate with his fellow Muslims. But Allah says of cooperation that it is not absolute for there 
is cooperation to do good, and there is cooperation to commit aggression and act unjustly. A Muslim is 
supposed to give his fellow Muslim guidance and support. He (Allah) said "Stand by your brother be he 
oppressor or oppressed." When asked how were they to stand by him if he were the oppressor, He 
answered them, saying "by giving him guidance and counsel." It all goes to say that Muslims should 
cooperate with one another and should be supportive of one another, and they should promote 
righteousness and mercy. They should all unite in the fight against polytheism and they should pool all 
their resources and their energy to fight the Americans and the Zionists and those with them. They 
should, however, avoid side fronts and rise over the small problems for these are less detrimental. Their 
fight should be directed against unbelief and unbelievers. ... 

 
We heard your message to the American government and later your message to the European 
governments who participated in the occupation of the Gulf. Is it possible for you to address 
the people of these countries? 

As we have already said, our call is the call of Islam that was revealed to Mohammed. It is a call to all 
mankind. We have been entrusted with good cause to follow in the footsteps of the Messenger and to 
communicate his message to all nations. It is an invitation that we extend to all the nations to embrace 
Islam, the religion that calls for justice, mercy and fraternity among all nations, not differentiating 
between black and white or between red and yellow except with respect to their devotedness. All people 
who worship Allah, not each other, are equal before Him. We are entrusted to spread this message and to 
extend that call to all the people. We, nonetheless, fight against their governments and all those who 
approve of the injustice they practice against us. We fight the governments that are bent on attacking our 
religion and on stealing our wealth and on hurting our feelings. And as I have mentioned before, we fight 
them, and those who are part of their rule are judged in the same manner. ... 

 
In your last statement, there was a strong message to the American government in particular. 
What message do you have for the European governments and the West in general?  

Praise be Allah and prayers and peace upon Mohammed. With respect to the Western governments that 
participated in the attack on the land of the two Holy Mosques regarding it as ownerless, and in the siege 
against the Muslim people of Iraq, we have nothing new to add to the previous message. What prompted 
us to address the American government in particular is the fact that it is on the head of the Western and 
the crusading forces in their fight against Islam and against Muslims. The two explosions that took place in 
Riyadh and in Khobar recently were but a clear and powerful signal to the governments of the countries 
which willingly participated in the aggression against our countries and our lives and our sacrosanct 
symbols. It might be beneficial to mention that some of those countries have begun to move towards 
independence from the American government with respect to the enmity that it continues to show towards 
the Muslim people. We only hope that they will continue to move in that direction, away from the 
oppressive forces that are fighting against our countries. We however, differentiate between the western 
government and the people of the West. If the people have elected those governments in the latest 
elections, it is because they have fallen prey to the Western media which portray things contrary to what 
they really are. And while the slogans raised by those regimes call for humanity, justice, and peace, the 
behavior of their governments is completely the opposite. It is not enough for their people to show pain 
when they see our children being killed in Israeli raids launched by American planes, nor does this serve 
the purpose. What they ought to do is change their governments which attack our countries. The hostility 
that America continues to express against the Muslim people has given rise to feelings of animosity on the 
part of Muslims against America and against the West in general. Those feelings of animosity have 
produced a change in the behavior of some crushed and subdued groups who, instead of fighting the 
Americans inside the Muslim countries, went on to fight them inside the United States of America itself.  

The Western regimes and the government of the United States of America bear the blame for what might 
happen. If their people do not wish to be harmed inside their very own countries, they should seek to 
elect governments that are truly representative of them and that can protect their interests. ... 

The enmity between us and the Jews goes far back in time and is deep rooted. There is no question that 
war between the two of us is inevitable. For this reason it is not in the interest of Western governments to 
expose the interests of their people to all kinds of retaliation for almost nothing. It is hoped that people of 
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those countries will initiate a positive move and force their governments not to act on behalf of other 
states and other sects. This is what we have to say and we pray to Allah to preserve the nation of Islam 
and to help them drive their enemies out of their land.  

 
American politicians have painted a distorted picture of Islam, of Muslims and of Islamic 
fighters. We would like you to give us the true picture that clarifies your viewpoint ... . 

The leaders in America and in other countries as well have fallen victim to Jewish Zionist blackmail. They 
have mobilized their people against Islam and against Muslims. These are portrayed in such a manner as 
to drive people to rally against them. The truth is that the whole Muslim world is the victim of international 
terrorism, engineered by America at the United Nations. We are a nation whose sacred symbols have been 
looted and whose wealth and resources have been plundered. It is normal for us to react against the 
forces that invade our land and occupy it ... . 

 
Quite a number of Muslim countries have seen the rise of militant movements whose purpose is 
to stand up in the face of the pressure exerted on the people by their own governments and 
other governments. Such as is the case in Egypt and Libya and North Africa and Algiers and 
such as was the case in Syria and in Yemen. There are also other militant groups currently  
engaged in the fight against the unbelievers and the crusaders as is the case in Kashmir and 
Chechnya and Bosnia and the African horn. Is there any message you wish to convey to our 
brothers who are fighting in various parts of the Islamic World? 

... Tell the Muslims everywhere that the vanguards of the warriors who are fighting the enemies of Islam 
belong to them and the young fighters are their sons. Tell them that the nation is bent on fighting the 
enemies of Islam. Once again, I have to stress the necessity of focusing on the Americans and the Jews 
for they represent the spearhead with which the members of our religion have been slaughtered. Any 
effort directed against America and the Jews yields positive and direct results - Allah willing. It is far better 
for anyone to kill a single American soldier than to squander his efforts on other activities. ... 

 

[JOHN MILLER’S INTERVIEW BEGINS HERE] 

You come from a background of wealth and comfort to end up fighting on the front lines. Many 
Americans find that unusual.  

This is difficult to understand, especially for him who does not understand the religion of Islam. In our 
religion, we believe that Allah has created us for the purpose of worshipping him. He is the one who has 
created us and who has favored us with this religion. Allah has ordered us to make holy wars and to fight 
to see to it that His word is the highest and the uppermost and that of the unbelievers the lowermost. We 
believe that this is the call we have to answer regardless of our financial capabilities.  

This too answers the claims of the West and of the secular people in the Arab world. They claim that this 
blessed awakening and the people reverting to Islam are due to economic factors. This is not so. It is 
rather a grace from Allah, a desire to embrace the religion of Allah. And this is not surprising. When the 
holy war called, thousands of young men from the Arab Peninsula and other countries answered the call 
and they came from wealthy backgrounds. Hundreds of them were killed in Afghanistan and in Bosnia and 
in Chechnya.  

 
You have been described as the world's most wanted man, and there is word that the American 
government intends to put a price on your head - in the millions - when you are captured. Do 
you think they will do that? And does it bother you?  

We do not care what the Americans believe. What we care for is to please Allah. Americans heap 
accusations on whoever stands for his religion or his rights or his wealth. ... It does not scare us that they 
have put a price on my head. We as Muslims believe that our years on this earth are finite and 
predetermined. If the whole world gets together to kill us before it is our time to go, they will not succeed. 
We also believe that livelihoods are preordained. So no matter how much pressure  American puts on the 
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regime in Riyadh to freeze our assets and to forbid people from contributing to this great cause, we shall 
still have Allah to take care of us; livelihood is sent by Allah; we shall not want. ... 

 
Mr. bin Laden, you have issued a fatwah calling on Muslims to kill Americans where they can, 
when they can. Is that directed at all Americans, just the American military, just the Americans 
in Saudi Arabia?  

Allah has ordered us to glorify the truth and to defend Muslim land, especially the Arab peninsula ... 
against the unbelievers. After World War II, the Americans grew more unfair and more oppressive towards 
people in general and Muslims in particular. ... The Americans started it and retaliation and punishment 
should be carried out following the principle of reciprocity, especially when women and children are 
involved. Through history, American has not been known to differentiate between the military and the 
civilians or between men and women or adults and children. Those who threw atomic bombs and used the 
weapons of mass destruction against Nagasaki and Hiroshima were the Americans. Can the bombs 
differentiate between military and women and infants and children? America has no religion that can deter 
her from exterminating whole peoples. Your position against Muslims in Palestine is despicable and 
disgraceful. America has no shame. ... We believe that the worst thieves in the world today and the worst 
terrorists are the Americans. Nothing could stop you except perhaps retaliation in kind. We do not have to 
differentiate between military or civilian. As far as we are concerned, they are all targets, and this is what 
the fatwah says ... . The fatwah is general (comprehensive) and it includes all those who participate in, or 
help the Jewish occupiers in killing Muslims.  

 
Ramzi Yousef was a follower of yours. Do you remember him and did you know him?  

After the explosion that took place in the World Trade Center, Ramzi Yousef became a well known Muslim 
figure. Muslims have come to know him. Unfortunately, I did not know him before this incident. I of course 
remember who he is. He is a Muslim who wanted to protect his religion jealously from the oppression 
practiced by America against Islam. He acted with zeal to make the Americans understand that their 
government was attacking Muslims in order to safeguard the American-Jewish interests. ... 

 
Wali Khan Amin Shah was captured in Manila. American authorities believe he was working for 
you, funded by you, setting up training camps there and part of his plan was to plan out the 
assassination or the attempted assassination of President Clinton during his trip to Manila.  

Wali Khan is a Muslim young man; his nickname in Afghanistan was the Lion. He was among the most 
courageous Muslim young men. He was a close friend and we used to fight from the same trenches in 
Afghanistan. We fought many battles against the Russians until they were defeated and put to shame and 
had to leave the country in disgrace. As to what you said about him working for me, I have  nothing to 
say. We are all together in this; we all work for Allah and our reward comes from him. As to what you said 
about the attempt to assassinate President Clinton, it is not surprising. What do you expect from people 
attacked by Clinton, whose sons and mothers have been killed by Clinton? Do you expect anything but 
treatment by reciprocity?  

 
The federal government in the US. is still investigating their suspicions that you ordered and 
funded the attack on the US military in Al Khobar and Riyadh.  

We have roused the nation and the Muslim people and we have communicated to them the fatwahs of our 
learned scholars who the Saudi government has thrown in jail in order to please the American government 
for which they are agents. ... We have communicated their fatwahs and stirred the nation to drive out the 
enemy who has occupied our land and usurped our country and suppressed our people and to rid the land 
of the two Holy Mosques from their presence. Among the young men who responded to our call are Khalid 
Al Said and Abdul Azeez Al... and Mahmud Al Hadi and Muslih Al Shamrani. We hope Allah receives them 
as holy martyrs. They have raised the nation's head high and washed away a great part of the shame that 
has enveloped us as a result of the weakness of the Saudi government and its complicity with the 
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American government ... . Yes, we have instigated and they have responded. We hope Allah grants their 
families solace.  

 
You've been painted in America as a terrorist leader. To your followers, you are a hero. How do 
you see yourself?  

As I have said, we are not interested in what America says. We do not care. We view ourselves and our 
brothers like everyone else. Allah created us to worship Him and to follow in his footsteps and to be 
guided by His Book. I am one of the servants of Allah and I obey his orders. Among those is the order to 
fight for the word of Allah ... and to fight until the Americans are driven out of all the Islamic countries.  

 
No one expected the mujahedeen to beat the Russians in Afghanistan. It came as a surprise to 
everyone. What do you see as the future of American involvement in the Middle East, in taking 
on groups like this?  

... Allah has granted the Muslim people and the Afghani mujahedeen, and those with them, the 
opportunity to fight the Russians and the Soviet Union. ... They were defeated by Allah and were wiped 
out. There is a lesson here. The Soviet Union entered Afghanistan late in December of '79. The flag of the 
Soviet Union was folded once and for all on the 25th of December just 10 years later. It was thrown in the 
waste basket. Gone was the Soviet union forever. We are certain that we shall - with the grace of Allah - 
prevail over the Americans and over the Jews, as the Messenger of Allah promised us in an authentic 
prophetic tradition when He said the Hour of Resurrection shall not come before Muslims fight Jews and 
before Jews hide behind trees and behind rocks.  

We are certain - with the grace of Allah - that we shall prevail over the Jews and over those fighting with 
them. Today however, our battle against the Americans is far greater than our battle was against the 
Russians. Americans have committed unprecedented stupidity. They have attacked Islam and its most 
significant sacrosanct symbols ... . We anticipate a black future for America. Instead of remaining United 
States, it shall end up separated states and shall have to carry the bodies of its sons back to America.  

 
What do you see as the future of the Saudi royal family and their involvement with America and 
the US military?  

History has the answer to your question. The fate of any government which sells the interests of its own 
people and, betrays the nation and commits offenses which furnish grounds for expulsion from Islam, is 
known. We expect for the ruler of Riyadh the same fate as the Shah of Iran. We anticipate this to happen 
to him and to the influential people who stand by him and who have sided with the Jews and the 
Christians giving them free reign over the land of the two Holy Mosques. These are grave offenses that are 
grounds for expulsion from the faith. They shall all be wiped out. ... 

 
Describe the situation when your men took down the American forces in Somalia. 

After our victory in Afghanistan and the defeat of the oppressors who had killed millions of Muslims, the 
legend about the invincibility of the superpowers vanished. Our boys no longer viewed America as a 
superpower. So, when they left Afghanistan, they went to Somalia and prepared themselves carefully for a 
long war. They had thought that the Americans were like the Russians, so they trained and prepared. 
They were stunned when they discovered how low was the morale of the American soldier. America had 
entered with 30,000 soldiers in addition to thousands of soldiers from different countries in the world. ... 
As I said, our boys were shocked by the low morale of the American soldier and they realized that the 
American soldier was just a paper tiger. He was unable to endure the strikes that were dealt to his army, 
so he fled, and America had to stop all its bragging and all that noise it was making in the press after the 
Gulf War in which it destroyed the infrastructure and the milk and dairy industry that was vital for the 
infants and the children and the civilians and blew up dams which were necessary for the crops people 
grew to feed their families. Proud of this destruction, America assumed the titles of world leader and 
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master of the new world order. After a few blows, it forgot all about those titles and rushed out of Somalia 
in shame and disgrace, dragging the bodies of its soldiers. America stopped calling itself world leader and 
master of the new world order, and its politicians realized that those titles were too big for them and that 
they were unworthy of them. I was in Sudan when this happened. I was very happy to learn of that great 
defeat that America suffered, so was every Muslim. ... 

 
Many Americans believe that fighting army to army like what happened in Afghanistan is heroic 
for either army. But sending off bombs, killing civilians like in the World Trade Center is 
terrorism.  

... After our victory over the Russians in Afghanistan, the international and the American mass media 
conducted fierce campaigns against us ... . They called us terrorists even before the mujahedeen had 
committed any act of terrorism against the real terrorists who are the Americans. On the other hand, we 
say that American politics and their religion do not believe in differentiating between civilians and military, 
between infants and animals, or among any human groups. ... 

Our mothers and daughters and sons are slaughtered every day with the approval of America and its 
support. And, while America blocks the entry of weapons into Islamic countries, it provides the Israelis 
with a continuous supply of arms allowing them thus to kill and massacre more Muslims. Your religion 
does not forbid you from committing such acts, so you have no right to object to any response or 
retaliation that reciprocates your own actions. But, and in spite of this, our retaliation is directed primarily 
against the soldiers only and against those standing by them. Our religion forbids us from killing innocent 
people such as women and children. This, however, does not apply to women fighters. A woman who puts 
herself in the same trench with men, gets what they get. ... 

 
The American people, by and large, do not know the name bin Laden, but they soon likely will. 
Do you have a message for the American people?  

I say to them that they have put themselves at the mercy of a disloyal government, and this is most 
evident in Clinton's administration ... . We believe that this administration represents Israel inside 
America. Take the sensitive ministries such as the Ministry of Exterior and the Ministry of Defense and the 
CIA, you will find that the Jews have the upper hand in them. They make use of America to further their 
plans for the world, especially the Islamic world. American presence in the Gulf provides support to the 
Jews and protects their rear. And while millions of Americans are homeless and destitute and live in abject 
poverty, their government is busy occupying our land and building new settlements and helping Israel 
build new settlements in the point of departure for our Prophet's midnight journey to the seven heavens. 
America throws her own sons in the land of the two Holy Mosques for the sake of protecting Jewish 
interests. ... 

The American government is leading the country towards hell. ... We say to the Americans as people and 
to American mothers, if they cherish their lives and if they cherish their sons, they must elect an American 
patriotic government that caters to their interests not the interests of the Jews. If the present injustice 
continues with the wave of national consciousness, it will inevitably move the battle to American soil, just 
as Ramzi Yousef and others have done. This is my message to the American people. I urge them to find a 
serious administration that acts in their interest and does not attack people and violate their honor and 
pilfer their wealth. ... 

In America, we have a figure from history from 1897 named Teddy Roosevelt. He was a 
wealthy man, who grew up in a privileged situation and who fought on the front lines. He put 
together his own men - hand chose them - and went to battle. You are like the Middle East 
version of Teddy Roosevelt.  

I am one of the servants of Allah. We do our duty of fighting for the sake of the religion of Allah. It is also 
our duty to send a call to all the people of the world to enjoy this great light and to embrace Islam and 
experience the happiness in Islam. Our primary mission is nothing but the furthering of this religion. ... 
Let not the West be taken in by those who say that Muslims choose nothing but slaughtering. Their 
brothers in East Europe, in Turkey and in Albania have been guided by Allah to submit to Islam and to 
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experience the bliss of Islam. Unlike those, the European and the American people and some of the Arabs 
are under the influence of Jewish media. ...  

Accessed online here: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/binladen/who/interview.html  
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The following is the President’s Daily Brief prepared by the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and presented to President George W. Bush on August 6, 2001. Long dashes (“––

“) represent official redactions in the document made for reasons of national security. 
President’s Daily Briefs (PDBs) are top-secret documents issued each morning to the 

president of the United States. PDBs were produced by the CIA director until 2005, when 
changes in the U.S. intelligence bureaucracy shifted the responsibility for producing 
PDBs to the Director of National Intelligence. This document is the only PDB to ever be 

released to the public. It was declassified and released after news of its existence 
surfaced during the 9/11 Commission’s investigation into the attacks. 

 

Bin Laden Determined To Strike in US 
President’s Daily Brief – August 6, 2001 

Clandestine, foreign government, and media reports indicate bin Laden since 1997 has wanted to conduct 
terrorist attacks in the US. Bin Laden implied in U.S. television interviews in 1997 and 1998 that his 
followers would follow the example of World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef and "bring the fighting to 
America." 

After U.S. missile strikes on his base in Afghanistan in 1998, bin Laden told followers he wanted to 
retaliate in Washington, according to a –– service. 

An Egyptian Islamic Jihad (EIJ) operative told –– service at the same time that bin Laden was planning to 
exploit the operative's access to the U.S. to mount a terrorist strike. 

The millennium plotting in Canada in 1999 may have been part of bin Laden's first serious attempt to 
implement a terrorist strike in the U.S. 

Convicted plotter Ahmed Ressam has told the FBI that he conceived the idea to attack Los Angeles 
International Airport himself, but that in ––, Laden lieutenant Abu Zubaydah encouraged him and helped 
facilitate the operation. Ressam also said that in 1998 Abu Zubaydah was planning his own U.S. attack. 

Ressam says bin Laden was aware of the Los Angeles operation. Although Bin Laden has not succeeded, 
his attacks against the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 demonstrate that he prepares 
operations years in advance and is not deterred by setbacks. Bin Laden associates surveyed our 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam as early as 1993, and some members of the Nairobi cell planning 
the bombings were arrested and deported in 1997. 

Al Qaeda members -- including some who are U.S. citizens -- have resided in or traveled to the U.S. for 
years, and the group apparently maintains a support structure that could aid attacks. 

Two al-Qaeda members found guilty in the conspiracy to bomb our embassies in East Africa were U.S. 
citizens, and a senior EIJ member lived in California in the mid-1990s. 

A clandestine source said in 1998 that a bin Laden cell in New York was recruiting Muslim-American youth 
for attacks. 

We have not been able to corroborate some of the more sensational threat reporting, such as that from a 
–– service in 1998 saying that Bin Laden wanted to hijack a U.S. aircraft to gain the release of "Blind 
Sheikh" Omar Abdel Rahman and other U.S.-held extremists. 

Nevertheless, FBI information since that time indicates patterns of suspicious activity in this country 
consistent with preparations for hijackings or other types of attacks, including recent surveillance of 
federal buildings in New York. 
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The FBI is conducting approximately 70 full-field investigations throughout the U.S. that it considers bin 
Laden-related. CIA and the FBI are investigating a call to our embassy in the UAE in May saying that a 
group or bin Laden supporters was in the U.S. planning attacks with explosives. 

Accessed online here: http://articles.cnn.com/2004-04-10/politics/august6.memo_1_bin-
conduct-terrorist-attacks-abu-zubaydah?_s=PM:ALLPOLITICS 

http://articles.cnn.com/2004-04-10/politics/august6.memo_1_bin-conduct-terrorist-attacks-abu-zubaydah?_s=PM:ALLPOLITICS
http://articles.cnn.com/2004-04-10/politics/august6.memo_1_bin-conduct-terrorist-attacks-abu-zubaydah?_s=PM:ALLPOLITICS


The Intercultural and Interreligious Aspects of 9/11 

27 

 

President George W. Bush’s address to the nation on September 11, 
2001 

 

Good evening.  
 
Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedom came under attack in a series of deliberate 
and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were in airplanes or in their offices: secretaries, business men and 
women, military and federal workers, moms and dads, friends and neighbors. Thousands of lives were 
suddenly ended by evil, despicable acts of terror. The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings, fires 
burning, huge -- huge structures collapsing have filled us with disbelief, terrible sadness, and a quiet, 
unyielding anger. These acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. 
But they have failed. Our country is strong. 

A great people has been moved to defend a great nation. Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of 
our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, but they 
cannot dent the steel of American resolve. America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest 
beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. And no one will keep that light from shining. Today, our 
nation saw evil -- the very worst of human nature -- and we responded with the best of America. With the 
daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers and neighbors who came to give blood and 
help in any way they could. 

Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government's emergency response plans. Our 
military is powerful, and it's prepared. Our emergency teams are working in New York City and 
Washington D.C. to help with local rescue efforts. Our first priority is to get help to those who have been 
injured, and to take every precaution to protect our citizens at home and around the world from further 
attacks. The functions of our government continue without interruption. Federal agencies in Washington 
which had to be evacuated today are reopening for essential personnel tonight and will be open for 
business tomorrow. Our financial institutions remain strong, and the American economy will be open for 
business as well. 

The search is underway for those who were behind these evil acts. I have directed the full resources of our 
intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to bring them to justice. We 
will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them.  

I appreciate so very much the members of Congress who have joined me in strongly condemning these 
attacks. And on behalf of the American people, I thank the many world leaders who have called to offer 
their condolences and assistance. America and our friends and allies join with all those who want peace 
and security in the world, and we stand together to win the war against terrorism. 

Tonight, I ask for your prayers for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been 
shattered, for all whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I pray they will be 
comforted by a Power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil for you are 
with me. 

This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and peace. America 
has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of us will ever forget this day, yet we 
go forward to defend freedom and all that is good and just in our world. 
 
Thank you. Good night. And God bless America. 

Accessed online here: 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/gwbush911addresstothenation.htm 
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President George W. Bush’s Address to a Joint Session of Congress on 
September 20, 2001 

 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro Tempore, members of Congress, and fellow Americans: 

In the normal course of events, Presidents come to this chamber to report on the state of the 
Union. Tonight, no such report is needed. It has already been delivered by the American people. 

We have seen it in the courage of passengers, who rushed terrorists to save others on the ground -- 
passengers like an exceptional man named Todd Beamer. And would you please help me to welcome his 
wife, Lisa Beamer, here tonight. We have seen the state of our Union in the endurance of rescuers, 
working past exhaustion. We've seen the unfurling of flags, the lighting of candles, the giving of blood, the 
saying of prayers -- in English, Hebrew, and Arabic. We have seen the decency of a loving and giving 
people who have made the grief of strangers their own. My fellow citizens, for the last nine days, the 
entire world has seen for itself the state of our Union -- and it is strong. 

Tonight we are a country awakened to danger and called to defend freedom. Our grief has turned to 
anger, and anger to resolution. Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or bring justice to our enemies, 
justice will be done. I thank the Congress for its leadership at such an important time. All of America was 
touched on the evening of the tragedy to see Republicans and Democrats joined together on the steps of 
this Capitol, singing "God Bless America." And you did more than sing; you acted, by delivering 40 billion 
dollars to rebuild our communities and meet the needs of our military. Speaker Hastert, Minority Leader 
Gephardt, Majority Leader Daschle, and Senator Lott, I thank you for your friendship, for your leadership, 
and for your service to our country. And on behalf of the American people, I thank the world for its 
outpouring of support. America will never forget the sounds of our National Anthem playing at 
Buckingham Palace, on the streets of Paris, and at Berlin's Brandenburg Gate. 

We will not forget South Korean children gathering to pray outside our embassy in Seoul, or the prayers of 
sympathy offered at a mosque in Cairo. We will not forget moments of silence and days of mourning in 
Australia and Africa and Latin America. Nor will we forget the citizens of 80 other nations who died with 
our own: dozens of Pakistanis; more than 130 Israelis; more than 250 citizens of India; men and women 
from El Salvador, Iran, Mexico, and Japan; and hundreds of British citizens. America has no truer friend 
than Great Britain. Once again, we are joined together in a great cause -- so honored the British Prime 
Minister has crossed an ocean to show his unity with America. Thank you for coming, friend. 

On September the 11th, enemies of freedom committed an act of war against our country. Americans 
have known wars -- but for the past 136 years, they have been wars on foreign soil, except for one 
Sunday in 1941. Americans have known the casualties of war -- but not at the center of a great city on a 
peaceful morning.  Americans have known surprise attacks -- but never before on thousands of 
civilians. All of this was brought upon us in a single day -- and night fell on a different world, a world 
where freedom itself is under attack. Americans have many questions tonight. Americans are asking: Who 
attacked our country?  The evidence we have gathered all points to a collection of loosely affiliated 
terrorist organizations known as al Qaeda. They are some of the murderers indicted for bombing American 
embassies in Tanzania and Kenya, and responsible for bombing the USS Cole. Al Qaeda is to terror what 
the mafia is to crime. But its goal is not making money; its goal is remaking the world -- and imposing its 
radical beliefs on people everywhere. 

The terrorists practice a fringe form of Islamic extremism that has been rejected by Muslim scholars and 
the vast majority of Muslim clerics, a fringe movement that perverts the peaceful teachings of Islam. The 
terrorists' directive commands them to kill Christians and Jews, to kill all Americans, and make no 
distinctions among military and civilians, including women and children. This group and its leader -- a 
person named Usama bin Laden -- are linked to many other organizations in different countries, including 
the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. There are thousands of these 
terrorists in more than 60 countries. They are recruited from their own nations and neighborhoods and 
brought to camps in places like Afghanistan, where they are trained in the tactics of terror. They are sent 
back to their homes or sent to hide in countries around the world to plot evil and destruction. 

The leadership of al Qaeda has great influence in Afghanistan and supports the Taliban regime in 
controlling most of that country. In Afghanistan, we see al Qaeda's vision for the world. Afghanistan's 
people have been brutalized; many are starving and many have fled. Women are not allowed to attend 
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school. You can be jailed for owning a television. Religion can be practiced only as their leaders dictate. A 
man can be jailed in Afghanistan if his beard is not long enough. 

The United States respects the people of Afghanistan. After all, we are currently its largest source of 
humanitarian aid; but we condemn the Taliban regime. It is not only repressing its own people, it is 
threatening people everywhere by sponsoring and sheltering and supplying terrorists. By aiding and 
abetting murder, the Taliban regime is committing murder. 

And tonight, the United States of America makes the following demands on the Taliban: Deliver to United 
States authorities all the leaders of al Qaeda who hide in your land. Release all foreign nationals, including 
American citizens, you have unjustly imprisoned. Protect foreign journalists, diplomats, and aid workers in 
your country. Close immediately and permanently every terrorist training camp in Afghanistan, and hand 
over every terrorist, and every person in their support structure, to appropriate authorities. Give the 
United States full access to terrorist training camps, so we can make sure they are no longer operating. 
These demands are not open to negotiation or discussion. The Taliban must act, and act 
immediately. They will hand over the terrorists, or they will share in their fate. 

I also want to speak tonight directly to Muslims throughout the world. We respect your faith. It's practiced 
freely by many millions of Americans, and by millions more in countries that America counts as friends. Its 
teachings are good and peaceful, and those who commit evil in the name of Allah blaspheme the name of 
Allah. The terrorists are traitors to their own faith, trying, in effect, to hijack Islam itself. The enemy of 
America is not our many Muslim friends; it is not our many Arab friends. Our enemy is a radical network 
of terrorists, and every government that supports them. Our war on terror begins with al Qaeda, but it 
does not end there. It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, stopped, and 
defeated. 

Americans are asking, why do they hate us? They hate what they see right here in this chamber -- a 
democratically elected government. Their leaders are self-appointed. They hate our freedoms -- our 
freedom of religion, our freedom of speech, our freedom to vote and assemble and disagree with each 
other. They want to overthrow existing governments in many Muslim countries, such as Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, and Jordan. They want to drive Israel out of the Middle East. They want to drive Christians and 
Jews out of vast regions of Asia and Africa. These terrorists kill not merely to end lives, but to disrupt and 
end a way of life. With every atrocity, they hope that America grows fearful, retreating from the world and 
forsaking our friends. They stand against us, because we stand in their way. 

We are not deceived by their pretenses to piety. We have seen their kind before. They are the heirs of all 
the murderous ideologies of the 20th century. By sacrificing human life to serve their radical visions -- by 
abandoning every value except the will to power -- they follow in the path of fascism, Nazism, and 
totalitarianism. And they will follow that path all the way, to where it ends: in history's unmarked grave of 
discarded lies. Americans are asking: How will we fight and win this war? We will direct every resource at 
our command -- every means of diplomacy, every tool of intelligence, every instrument of law 
enforcement, every financial influence, and every necessary weapon of war -- to the disruption and to the 
defeat of the global terror network. 

Now this war will not be like the war against Iraq a decade ago, with a decisive liberation of territory and a 
swift conclusion. It will not look like the air war above Kosovo two years ago, where no ground troops 
were used and not a single American was lost in combat. Our response involves far more than instant 
retaliation and isolated strikes. Americans should not expect one battle, but a lengthy campaign, unlike 
any other we have ever seen. It may include dramatic strikes, visible on TV, and covert operations, secret 
even in success. We will starve terrorists of funding, turn them one against another, drive them from 
place to place, until there is no refuge or no rest. And we will pursue nations that provide aid or safe 
haven to terrorism. Every nation, in every region, now has a decision to make. Either you are with us, or 
you are with the terrorists. From this day forward, any nation that continues to harbor or support 
terrorism will be regarded by the United States as a hostile regime. 

Our nation has been put on notice: We're not immune from attack. We will take defensive measures 
against terrorism to protect Americans. Today, dozens of federal departments and agencies, as well as 
state and local governments, have responsibilities affecting homeland security. These efforts must be 
coordinated at the highest level. So tonight I announce the creation of a Cabinet-level position reporting 
directly to me -- the Office of Homeland Security. And tonight I also announce a distinguished American to 
lead this effort, to strengthen American security: a military veteran, an effective governor, a true patriot, 
a trusted friend -- Pennsylvania's Tom Ridge. He will lead, oversee, and coordinate a comprehensive 
national strategy to safeguard our country against terrorism, and respond to any attacks that may come. 
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These measures are essential. But the only way to defeat terrorism as a threat to our way of life is to stop 
it, eliminate it, and destroy it where it grows. Many will be involved in this effort, from FBI agents to 
intelligence operatives to the reservists we have called to active duty. All deserve our thanks, and all have 
our prayers. And tonight, a few miles from the damaged Pentagon, I have a message for our military: Be 
ready. I've called the Armed Forces to alert, and there is a reason. The hour is coming when America will 
act, and you will make us proud. This is not, however, just America's fight. And what is at stake is not just 
America's freedom. This is the world's fight. This is civilization's fight. This is the fight of all who believe in 
progress and pluralism, tolerance and freedom. 

We ask every nation to join us. We will ask, and we will need, the help of police forces, intelligence 
services, and banking systems around the world. The United States is grateful that many nations and 
many international organizations have already responded -- with sympathy and with support. Nations 
from Latin America, to Asia, to Africa, to Europe, to the Islamic world. Perhaps the NATO Charter reflects 
best the attitude of the world: An attack on one is an attack on all. The civilized world is rallying to 
America's side. They understand that if this terror goes unpunished, their own cities, their own citizens 
may be next. Terror, unanswered, can not only bring down buildings, it can threaten the stability of 
legitimate governments. And you know what? We're not going to allow it. 

Americans are asking: What is expected of us? I ask you to live your lives, and hug your children. I know 
many citizens have fears tonight, and I ask you to be calm and resolute, even in the face of a continuing 
threat. I ask you to uphold the values of America, and remember why so many have come here. We are in 
a fight for our principles, and our first responsibility is to live by them. No one should be singled out for 
unfair treatment or unkind words because of their ethnic background or religious faith. I ask you to 
continue to support the victims of this tragedy with your contributions. Those who want to give can go to 
a central source of information, libertyunites.org, to find the names of groups providing direct help in New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 

The thousands of FBI agents who are now at work in this investigation may need your cooperation, and I 
ask you to give it. I ask for your patience, with the delays and inconveniences that may accompany 
tighter security; and for your patience in what will be a long struggle. I ask your continued par ticipation 
and confidence in the American economy. Terrorists attacked a symbol of American prosperity. They did 
not touch its source. America is successful because of the hard work, and creativity, and enterprise of our 
people. These were the true strengths of our economy before September 11th, and they are our strengths 
today. And, finally, please continue praying for the victims of terror and their families, for those in 
uniform, and for our great country. Prayer has comforted us in sorrow, and will help strengthen us for the 
journey ahead. 

Tonight I thank my fellow Americans for what you have already done and for what you will do. And ladies 
and gentlemen of the Congress, I thank you, their representatives, for what you have already done and 
for what we will do together. Tonight, we face new and sudden national challenges. We will come together 
to improve air safety, to dramatically expand the number of air marshals on domestic flights, and take 
new measures to prevent hijacking. We will come together to promote stability and keep our airlines 
flying, with direct assistance during this emergency. We will come together to give law enforcement the 
additional tools it needs to track down terror here at home. We will come together to strengthen our 
intelligence capabilities to know the plans of terrorists before they act, and to find them before they strike. 

We will come together to take active steps that strengthen America's economy, and put our people back 
to work. Tonight we welcome two leaders who embody the extraordinary spirit of all New 
Yorkers: Governor George Pataki, and Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. As a symbol of America's resolve, my 
administration will work with Congress, and these two leaders, to show the world that we will rebuild New 
York City. 

After all that has just passed -- all the lives taken, and all the possibilities and hopes that died with them -
- it is natural to wonder if America's future is one of fear.  Some speak of an age of terror. I know there 
are struggles ahead, and dangers to face. But this country will define our times, not be defined by 
them. As long as the United States of America is determined and strong, this will not be an age of terror; 
this will be an age of liberty, here and across the world. 

Great harm has been done to us. We have suffered great loss. And in our grief and anger we have found 
our mission and our moment. Freedom and fear are at war.  The advance of human freedom -- the great 
achievement of our time, and the great hope of every time -- now depends on us. Our nation, this 
generation will lift a dark threat of violence from our people and our future. We will rally the world to this 
cause by our efforts, by our courage. We will not tire, we will not falter, and we will not fail. 
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It is my hope that in the months and years ahead, life will return almost to normal.  We'll go back to our 
lives and routines, and that is good.  Even grief recedes with time and grace. But our resolve must not 
pass. Each of us will remember what happened that day, and to whom it happened. We'll remember the 
moment the news came -- where we were and what we were doing. Some will remember an image of a 
fire, or a story of rescue. Some will carry memories of a face and a voice gone forever. 

And I will carry this: It is the police shield of a man named George Howard, who died at the World Trade 
Center trying to save others. It was given to me by his mom, Arlene, as a proud memorial to her son. This 
is my reminder of lives that ended, and a task that does not end. I will not forget this wound to our 
country or those who inflicted it. I will not yield; I will not rest; I will not relent in waging this struggle for 
freedom and security for the American people. The course of this conflict is not known, yet its outcome is 
certain. Freedom and fear, justice and cruelty, have always been at war, and we know that God is not 
neutral between them. 

Fellow citizens, we'll meet violence with patient justice -- assured of the rightness of our cause, and 
confident of the victories to come. In all that lies before us, may God grant us wisdom, and may He watch 
over the United States of America. Thank you. 

Accessed online here: 
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9/11 Commission Report 
 

http://www.9-11commission.gov/report/index.htm 
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Reactions from World Leaders 
 

"I was stricken by news and television pictures coming from the United States this morning. It is 
impossible to fully comprehend the evil that would have conjured up such a cowardly and depraved 
assault upon thousands of innocent people. There can be no cause or grievance that could ever justify 
such unspeakable violence. Indeed, such an attack is an assault not only on the targets but an offense 
against the freedom and rights of all civilized nations."  - Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, Canada   

"There can be no doubt that these attacks are deliberate acts of terrorism, carefully planned and 
coordinated and as such I condemn them utterly. Terrorism must be fought resolutely wherever it 
appears."  - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan  

"this terrible tragedy.... the entire international community should unite in the struggle against terrorism   
 this is a blatant challenge to humanity." - President Vladimir Putin, Russia  

"France is deeply upset to learn of the monstrous attacks that have just struck the United States....  In 
these terrible circumstances, all French people stand by the American people. We express our friendship 
and solidarity in this tragedy." - President Jacques Chirac, France  

"Our hearts are with you and we are ready to provide any assistance at any time....This is a war between 
good and evil and between humanity and the bloodthirsty."  -Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, Israel  

"It was with horror that I learned of the abominable terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in 
New York and the Pentagon in Washington in which so many innocent people have lost their lives. 
My government staunchly condemns these acts of terrorism. The German people are at the side of the 
United States of America in this difficult hour. I wish to express my deep-felt condolences and complete 
solidarity to you and  the American people. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the victims and their 
families." -Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, Germany  

"There have been the most terrible, shocking events taking place in the United States of America within 
the last couple of hours.... We can only imagine the terror and carnage there and the many, many 
innocent people who have lost their lives .... perpetrated by fanatics who are utterly indifferent to the 
sanctity of human life, and we, the democracies of this world, are going to have to come together to fight 
it and eradicate this evil completely from our world." -Prime Minister Tony Blair, United Kingdom   

"An attack on one is an attack on all" -NATO Secretary-General Lord Robertson after the alliance's 
19 ambassadors decided to invoke Article 5 of the NATO charter for the first time in the alliance's history.  

"this outrageous and vicious act of violence against the United States is unforgivable." -Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi, Japan  

"Irrespective of the conflict with America it is a human duty to show sympathy with the American people, 
and be with them at these horrifying and awesome events which are bound to awaken human 
conscience." - Moammar Gadhafi, Libyan Leader  

"We want from here to express our solidarity and our support to all the victims of these acts of terrorism 
and their family members. We reiterate our complete, emphatic rejection of all forms of violence and all 
forms of terrorism." - President Vicente Fox, Mexico  

"I send my condolences, and  the condolences of the Palestinian people to American President Bush and 
his government and to the American people for this terrible act....We completely condemn this serious 
operation.... We were completely shocked.... It's unbelievable, unbelievable, unbelievable."  -Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser Arafat   

"Egypt firmly and strongly condemns such attacks on civilians and soldiers that led to the deaths of a large 
number of innocent victims." -President Hosni Mubarak, Egypt  
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"I wish to express, on behalf of the Chinese Government and people, our deepest sympathy and solicitude 
to you and, through you, to the Government and people of the United States. I wish also to extend our 
condolences to the families of the victims. The Chinese Government has consistently condemned and 
rejected all forms of terrorist violence." -President Jiang Zemin, China  

Mohammad Khatami, President of Iran: “In the name of the nation and the government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran I condemn the terrorist operations of hijacking and attacking public places in American 
cities which have resulted in the death of a large number of defenceless American people. I would like to 
express my deep regret and sympathy with the victims… It is an international duty to try to undermine 
terrorism."  

"these monstrous criminals have demonstrated a vile and brutal affront against humanity." -Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, Italy  

"Cuba laments and expresses its profound sadness for the loss of so many innocent lives and expresses 
our absolute rejection of acts of terrorism, wherever they may come from."  -Foreign Minister Felipe 
Perez Roque, Cuba  

“I cannot begin this audience without expressing my profound sorrow at the terrorist attacks which 
yesterday brought death and destruction to America, causing thousands of victims and injuring countless 
people. To the President of the United States and to all American citizens I express my heartfelt sorrow. In 
the face of such unspeakable horror we cannot but be deeply disturbed. I add my voice to all the voices 
raised in these hours to express indignant condemnation, and I strongly reiterate that the ways of 
violence will never lead to genuine solutions to humanity's problems. 
 
Yesterday was a dark day in the history of humanity, a terrible affront to human dignity. After receiving 
the news, I followed with intense concern the developing situation, with heartfelt prayers to the Lord. How 
is it possible to commit acts of such savage cruelty? The human heart has depths from which schemes of 
unheard-of ferocity sometimes emerge, capable of destroying in a moment the normal daily life of a 
people. But faith comes to our aid at these times when words seem to fail. Christ's word is the only one 
that can give a response to the questions which trouble our spirit. Even if the forces of darkness appear to 
prevail, those who believe in God know that evil and death do not have the final say. Christian hope is 
based on this truth; at this time our prayerful trust draws strength from it. 
 
With deeply felt sympathy I address myself to the beloved people of the United States in this moment of 
distress and consternation, when the courage of so many men and women of good will is being sorely 
tested. In a special way I reach out to the families of the dead and the injured, and assure them of my 
spiritual closeness. I entrust to the mercy of the Most High the helpless victims of this tragedy, for whom I 
offered Mass this morning, invoking upon them eternal rest. May God give courage to the survivors; may 
he sustain the rescue-workers and the many volunteers who are presently making an enormous effort to 
cope with such an immense emergency. I ask you, dear brothers and sisters, to join me in prayer for 
them. Let us beg the Lord that the spiral of hatred and violence will not prevail. May the Blessed Virgin, 
Mother of Mercy, fill the hearts of all with wise thoughts and peaceful intentions. 
 
Today, my heartfelt sympathy is with the American people, subjected yesterday to inhuman terrorist 
attacks which have taken the lives of thousands of innocent human beings and caused unspeakable 
sorrow in the hearts of all men and women of good will. Yesterday was indeed a dark day in our history, 
an appalling offence against peace, a terrible assault against human dignity. 
 
I invite you all to join me in commending the victims of this shocking tragedy to Almighty God's eternal 
love. Let us implore his comfort upon the injured, the families involved, all who are doing their utmost to 
rescue survivors and help those affected. I ask God to grant the American people the strength and 
courage they need at this time of sorrow and trial.” -Pope John Paul II, Vatican City 9/12/2001 

At this time of national mourning for the victims of the terrorist attacks on Washington and New York, I 
wish to assure you personally of my profound participation in the grief of the American people and of my 
heartfelt prayers for the President and the civil authorities, for all involved in the rescue operations and in 
helping the survivors, and in a special way for the victims and their families. I pray that this inhuman act 
will awaken in the hearts of all the worldâ€™s peoples a firm resolve to reject the ways of violence, to 
combat everything that sows hatred and division within the human family, and to work for the dawn of a 
new era of international cooperation inspired by the highest ideals of solidarity, justice and peace. – Pope 
John Paul II, 9/13/2001 
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"We are not ready to move our (Hamas’) struggle outside the occupied Palestinian land. We are not 
prepared to open international fronts, however much we criticize the unfair American position… No doubt 
this (9/11) is a result of injustice the U.S practices against the weak in the world." - Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin, Spiritual Leader of Hamas  

"We want to tell the American children that Afghanistan feels your pain. We hope the courts find justice. It 
is premature to level allegations against a person who is not in a position to carry out such attacks, it was 
a well-organized plan and Osama has no such facilities."" -Mullah Abul Salam Zaeef, Taliban's 
Ambassador to Pakistan  

"And just as your beautiful skyscrapers were destroyed and caused your grief, beautiful buildings and 
precious homes crumbled over their owners in Lebanon, Palestine, and Iraq by American weapons.... 
Americans should feel the pain they have inflicted on other peoples of the world, so as when they suffer, 
they will find the right solution and the right path. " - President Saddam Hussein, Iraq  

North Korea Foreign Ministry spokesman: “Terrorists' large-scale attacks made on the U.S. by blowing 
themselves up in planes on Tuesday have caught the international community by great surprise. The very 
regretful and tragic incident reminds it once again of the gravity of terrorism. As a UN member the DPRK 
is opposed to all forms of terrorism and whatever support to it and this stance will remain unchanged. The 
DPRK approaches the incident from this point of view.”  

"Killing of people, in any place and with any kind of weapons, including atomic bombs, long-range 
missiles, biological or chemical weopons, passenger or war planes, carried out by any organization, 
country or individuals is condemned. ... It makes no difference whether such massacres happen in 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Qana, Sabra, Shatila, Deir Yassin, Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq or in New York and 
Washington." -Ayatollah Khamenei, Iranian Supreme Religious Leader   

 

FINAL COMMUNIQUE  
 

ADOPTED BY THE NINTH EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE OIC FOREIGN MINISTERS  
 

DOHA, STATE OF QATAR  
 

23 RAJAB 1422H  
 

10 OCTOBER 2001  
 

At the gracious invitation of His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir of the State of Qatar 
and Chairman of the Ninth Islamic Summit Conference, the Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference held an Extraordinary Session in Doha, capital of the State of 
Qatar, on Wednesday 23 Rajab 1422H (10 October 2001), to discuss the repercussions of the events 
which took place in the United States of America and its effects world-wide and in particular on the 
Member States.  
 

The Conference was opened by His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir of the State of 
Qatar and Chairman of the Ninth Islamic Summit Conference, by delivering an address in which he 
referred to the situation that resulted from the recent terrorist attacks in the United States of America and 
its consequences on the world in general and the Member States in particular.  
 

His Excellency Mr. Yasser Arafat, President of the State of Palestine, then delivered a speech to the same 
effect as well as pointing out the grave situation prevailing in Palestinian territories.  
 

Then a message from His Majesty King Mohammed VI of the Kingdom of Morocco and Chairman of the Al-
Quds Committee was read followed by the speech of His Excellency the Secretary General of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference.  
 

The Conference paid tribute to the address of the representative of the Islamic and Arab Organizations in 
the United States on behalf of the Muslim communities resident in the USA. It also welcomed the 
Christian-Islamic delegation accompanying President Yasser Arafat.  
 

The Conference then proceeded to elect its Bureau as follows:  
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- State of Qatar, Chairman.  
 

- Vice-Chairmen.  
 

Malaysia  
 

Republic of Senegal  
 

State of Palestine  
 

- Republic of Mali, Rapporteur.  
 

His Excellency Sheikh Hamad Bin Jasem Bin Jaber Al-Thani, Foreign Minister of the State of Qatar and 
Chairman of the Ninth Extraordinary Session of the Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference then assumed the chairmanship of the Conference.  
 

After debate and discussion, the Conference reached the following conclusions:  
 

1- The Conference strongly condemned the brutal terror acts that befell the United States, caused huge 
losses in human lives from various nationalities and wreaked tremendous destruction and damage in New 
York and Washington. It further reaffirmed that these terror acts ran counter to the teachings of the divine 
religions as well as ethical and human values, stressed the necessity of tracking down the perpetrators of 
these acts in the light of the results of investigations and bringing them to justice to inflict on them the 
penalty they deserve, and underscored its support of this effort. In this respect, the Conference expressed 
its condolences to and sympathy with the people and government of the United States and the families of 
the victims in these mournful and tragic circumstances.  
 

2- The Conference, proceeding from the provisions of the OIC Convention on Combating Inte rnational 
Terrorism, reaffirmed the willingness of its Member States to effectively contribute to an international 
collective effort, under the umbrella of the United Nations as the forum where all States of the world are 
represented, to define the phenomenon of terrorism in all its forms and without selectiveness or double 
standards and contribute also to addressing its causes, eradicating its roots and achieving international 
security and stability.  
 

3- The Conference stressed that such shameful terror acts are opposed to the tolerant divine message of 
Islam which spurns aggression, calls for peace, coexistence, tolerance and respect among people, highly 
prizes the dignity of human life and prohibits killing of the innocent. It further rejected any attempts 
alleging the existence of any connection or relation between the Islamic faith and the terrorist acts as such 
attempts are not in the interest of the multilateral efforts to combat terrorism and further damage 
relations among peoples of the world. It stressed as well the need to undertake a joint effort to promote 
dialogue and create links or contacts between the Islamic world and the West in order to reach mutual 
understanding and build bridges of confidence between the two civilizations.  
 

4-The Conference welcomed the positions adopted by both the United States and the other countries that 
called on their citizens to avoid causing any harm to citizens of Arab and Islamic descent and to Arabs and 
Muslims residing therein. It also called on the International Community to undertake the necessary 
measures to protect the rights of innocent civilians and avoid causing any harm to them during the 
process of undertaking any preventive measures in the fight against the phenomenon of terrorism and 
expressed denunciation of the minority and fringe voices that have tried to cause harm to Islam and the 
Muslims.  
 

5-The Conference reaffirmed the need to convene an international conference under the auspices of the 
United Nations to reflect the rejection of the international community of the use of terrorism in 
international relations, to agree on its definition, and draw up an international plan to fight terrorism 
within the framework of respect of the Member States’ sovereignty and of international law. The United 
Nations, based on such universally recognized definitions and guidelines, is the legitimate body to 
determine engagement or support for terrorism by any State or group.  
 

6- The Conference stressed its rejection of any linkage between terrorism and rights of the Islamic and 
Arab peoples, including the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples, right to self-determination, self-defense, 
sovereignty, resistance against Israeli and foreign occupation, all of which are legitimate rights enshrined 
in the United Nations Charter and international law.  
 

7- The Conference expressed hope that preoccupation with the effects of the events which befell the 
United States should not lead the international community to ignore bearing its responsibilities vis -a-vis 
the state terrorism practiced by the Israeli Government and to which the Palestinian people is being 
subjected and Israel’s serious escalation of the situation in the region.  
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8- The Conference warned Israel of the consequences of its exploitation of these events as a pretex t for 
perpetuating its aggression against the Palestinian people and the creation of new situations in the region 
which are likely to jeopardize security and stability therein.  
 

9- The Conference requested the Security Council and the Co-Sponsors of the peace process: the United 
States and the Russian Federation, as well as the European Union and its member states, to exert their 
utmost effective efforts in order to lift the blockade and stop Israel’s brutal practices, provide international 
protection for the Palestinian people and end the Israeli occupation of all Palestinian and other Arab 
territories occupied since 1967.  
 

10- The Conference stressed that the international initiative towards achieving security and stability in a 
world free from terrorism and injustice must also include the achievement of security and justice for the 
Palestinian people, the establishment of an independent Palestinian State with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its 
Capital, and the protection of the Christian and Islamic holy places. In this context, the Conference also 
welcomed the statements of President George W. Bush about the right of the Palestinians to establish 
their own State which were supported by the Russian Federation, the European Union, China, Japan, the 
African States, the NAM countries, the international community and the United Nations, as a positive 
development in conformity with the resolutions of international legitimacy. It further expressed hope that 
the United States would immediately initiate the practical implementation of that issue and endeavor to 
achieve this strategic objective of establishing just and comprehensive peace for all states and peoples of 
the region.  
 

11- The Conference expressed its concern over the possible consequences of the fight against te rrorism 
including the death of innocent civilians in Afghanistan, and underlined the necessity of ensuring the 
territorial integrity of Afghanistan and its Islamic identity. It rejected the targeting of any Islamic or Arab 
State under the pretext of fighting terrorism.  
 

12-The Conference welcomed the proposal by His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir of 
the State of Qatar and Chairman of the Ninth Islamic Summit, to establish a Fund to assist the Afghani 
people and His Highness’ announcement to donate an amount of U.S. Dollars ten Million (10,000,000) to 
this Fund. It also welcomed the announcements of donations by the United Arab Emirates for an amount 
of U.S. Dollars three Million (3,000,000), and the Sultanate of Oman for an amount of U.S. Dollars one 
Million (1,000,000) to the Fund for assistance to the Afghan people. The Conference took note of the 
announcement made by His Royal Highness the Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that the 
Kingdom has made a donation of ten Million Dollars to the Afghan people and that the assistance has 
already reached its destination in Afghanistan. It further took note that the Kingdom will contribute to the 
rehabilitation projects specifically developed for the people of Afghanistan and urged the rest of the 
Member States to continue to make donations to this noble humanitarian cause. 

-- Organization of the Islamic Conference, 10/10/2001 

http://www.muslime-gegen-terror.de/erklaerungen_orgatext.php?text=1101477380 

 

The General-Secretariat of the League of Arab States shares with the people and government of the 
United States of America the feelings of revulsion, horror and shock over the terrorist attacks tha t ripped 
through the World Trade Centre and Pentagon, inflicting heavy damage and killing and wounding 
thousands of many nationalities. These terrorist crimes have been viewed by the League as inadmissible 
and deserving all condemnation. Divergence of views between the Arabs and the United States over the 
latter's foreign policy on the Middle East crisis does in no way adversely affect the common Arab attitude 
of compassion with the people and government of the United States at such moments of facing the 
menace and ruthlessness of international terrorism. In more than one statement released since the 
horrendous attacks, the League has also expressed deep sympathy with the families of the victims. In 
remarks to newsmen immediately following the tragic events, Arab League Secretary-General Amre 
Moussa described the feelings of the Arab world as demonstrably sympathetic with the American people, 
particularly with families and individuals who lost their loved ones. "It is indeed tormenting that any 
country or people or city anywhere in the world be the scene of such disastrous attacks," he added. While 
convinced that it is both inconceivable and lamentable that such a large-scale, organised terrorist 
campaign take place anywhere, anytime, the League believes that the dreadful attacks against WTC and 
the Pentagon unveil, time and again, that the cancer of terrorism can be extensively damaging if left 
unchecked. It follows that there is a pressing and urgent need to combat world terrorism. In this context, 
an earlier call by [Egyptian] President Hosni Mubarak for convening an international conference to draw up 

http://www.muslime-gegen-terror.de/erklaerungen_orgatext.php?text=1101477380
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universal accord on ways and means to eradicate this phenomenon and demonstrate international 
solidarity is worthy of active consideration. The Arabs have walked a large distancein the fight against 
cross-border terrorism by concluding in April 1998 the Arab Agreement on Combating Terrorism. – League 
of Arab States 

 

Accessed online here:  

http://www.cair.com/americanmuslims/antiterrorism/islamicstatementsagainstterrorism.a
spx 

http://www.cair.com/americanmuslims/antiterrorism/islamicstatementsagainstterrorism.aspx
http://www.cair.com/americanmuslims/antiterrorism/islamicstatementsagainstterrorism.aspx
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Reactions from Muslim Leaders 
 

STATEMENT FROM YUSUF AL-QARADAWI, Egyptian theologian and one of the most 

influential and widely known Muslim clerics in the world  

Truly, our hearts bleed for the attacks that have targeted the World Trade Center (WTC) as well as other 
institutions in the United States despite our strong opposition to the American-biased policy towards Israel 
on the military, political and economic fronts.  

Islam, the religion of tolerance, holds the human soul in high esteem, and considers an attack against 
innocent human beings a grave sin. This is backed by the Qur'anic verse which reads: "Whosoever kills a 
human being for other than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be as if be had killed all 
mankind, and whosoever saves the life of one, it shall be as if he had: saved the life of all mankind." (Al-
Ma'dah:32)  

The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, is reported to have said, "A believer remains within the 
scope of his religion as long as he doesn't kill another person illegally."  

Haphazard killing where the rough is taken with the smooth and where innocents are killed along with the 
wrongdoers is totally forbidden in Islam. No one, as far as Islam is concerned, is held responsible for the 
actions of others. Upon seeing a woman killed in the battlefield, the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 
him, renounced the act and said: "That woman shouldn't have been killed anyway!"  

Even at times of war Muslims are not allowed to kill anybody save the one who is indulged in face-to-face 
confrontation with them. They are not allowed to kill women, elderly, children, or even a monk in his 
religious seclusion.  

That is why killing hundreds of helpless civilians who have nothing to do with the decision-making process 
and are striving hard to earn their daily bread, such as the victims of the latest explosions (in the U.S.) is 
a heinous crime in Islam. The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, is reported to have stated that a 
woman was qualified to enter Hell because of the cat she locked up and starved to death.  

If this is the ruling applied in protecting animals, no doubt, aggression against human beings, deserves 
greater protection, for human beings are honored by Allah Almighty and are His vicegerents on earth?  

We Arab Muslims are the most affected by the grave consequences of hostile attack on man and life. We 
share the suffering experienced by innocent Palestinians at the hands of the tyrannical Israeli entity who 
raze the Palestinian homes to the ground, set fire to their land, kill them in cold, and leave innocent 
orphans wailing behind.  

With this in mind, the daily life in Palestine has become a permanent memorial gathering. When 
Palestinians face such unjust aggression, they tend to stem bloodletting and destruction and not claim the  
lives of innocent civilians.  

I categorically go against any committed Muslim embarking on such attacks. Islam never allows a Muslim 
to kill the innocent and the helpless.  

If such attacks were carried out by a Muslim - as some biased groups claim - then we, in the name of our 
religion, renounce the act and incriminate the perpetrator. We do confirm that the aggressor deserves the 
deterrent punishment irrespective of his religion, race or gender.  

What we warn against - even if it becomes a reality - is to hold a whole nation accountable for a crime 
that was carried out by a small group of people, or to characterize a certain religion as one that supports 
violence and terrorism.  
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When the well-known Oklahoma incident was carried out by a Christian American who was driven by 
personal interests, neither Christianity, America or even the Christian world were accused of the attack 
because a Christian masterminded it.  

I have been asked several questions on television and on public lectures about the martyr opera tions 
outside the Palestinian territories, and I always answer: "I do agree with those who do not allow such 
martyr operations to be carried outside the Palestinian territories. Instead we should concentrate on facing 
the occupying enemy directly. It is not permissible, as far as Islam is concerned, to shift confrontation 
outside the Palestinian territories. This is backed by the Qur'anic verse that reads: "Fight in the way of 
Allah against those who fight against you, but begin not hostilities. Lo! Allah loves not, aggressors."  

May Allah guide you to the straight path and direct you to that which pleases Him, Amen.  

Allah Almighty knows best.  

-- Sheikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi 

 

STATEMENT FROM YUSUF AL-QARADAWI, Egyptian theologian and one of the most 

influential and widely known Muslim clerics in the world 

 

In The Name of God, The Compassionate, The Merciful  

Legal Fatwa  

This is the reply to the (religious) inquiry presented by Mr. Muhammad Abdur-Rashid, the most senior 
Muslim chaplain in the American Armed forces. It concerns the permissibility of the Muslim military 
personnel within the US armed forces to participate in the war operations and its related efforts in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere in other Muslim countries.  

In his question he states that the goals of the (war) operations are:  

1) Retaliation against those "who are thought to have participated" in planning and financing the suicide 
operations on September 11th, against civilian and military targets in New York and Washington (he then 
detailed the consequences of these operations.)  

2) Eliminating the elements that use Afghanistan and elsewhere as safe haven, as well as deterring the 
governments which harbor them, sanction them, or allow them the opportunity for military training in 
order to achieve their goals around the world.  

3) Restoring the veneration and respect to the US as a sole superpower in the world.  

Furthermore, he concludes his inquiry by mentioning that the number of the Muslim military personnel, in 
the three branches of the American armed forces, exceeds fifteen thousand soldiers. Hence, if they refuse 
to participate in fighting, they will have no choice but to resign, which might also entail other 
consequences. Finally, he asks if it is permissible, to those who can transfer, to serve in different 
capacities other than direct fighting.  

The reply:  

Praise be to God and peace and blessing be upon the messengers of God. We say: This question presents 
a very complicated issue and a highly sensitive situation for our Muslim brothers and sisters serving in the 
American army as well as other armies that face similar situations. All Muslims ought to be united against 
all those who terrorize the innocents, and those who permit the killing of non-combatants without a 
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justifiable reason. Islam has declared the spilling of blood and the destruction of property as absolute 
prohibitions until the Day of Judgment. God (glory be to He) said: " Because of that We ordained unto the 
Children of Israel that if anyone killed a human being - unless it be in punishment for murder or for 
spreading mischief on earth- it would be as though he killed all of humanity; whereas, if anyone saved a 
life, it would be as though he saved the life of all humanity. And indeed, there came to them Our 
messengers with clear signs (proofs and evidences), even then after that,  
many of them continued to commit mischief on earth." 5:32  

Hence, whoever violates these pointed Islamic texts is an offender deserving of the appropriate 
punishment according to their offence and according to its consequences for destruction and mischief.  

It's incumbent upon our military brothers in the American armed forces to make this stand and its 
religious reasoning well known to all their superiors, as well as to their peers, and to voice it and not to be 
silent. Conveying this is part of the true nature of the Islamic teachings that have often been distorted or 
smeared by the media.  

If the terrorist acts that took place in the US were considered by the Islamic Law (Shar'iah) or the rules of 
Islamic jurisprudence (Fiqh), the ruling for the crime of "Hirabah" (waging war against society) would be 
applied to their doers. God (Glory be to He) said: "The recompense of those who wage war against God 
and His Messenger and do mischief on earth is only that they shall be killed or crucified or their hands and 
their feet be cut off from opposite sides, or be exiled from the land. That is  
their disgrace in this world, and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter. Except for those who (having 
fled away and then) came back with repentance before they fall into your power; (in that case) know that 
God is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."  5: 33-34  

Therefore, we find it necessary to apprehend the true perpetrators of these crimes, as well as those who 
aid and abet them through incitement, financing or other support. They must be brought to justice in an 
impartial court of law and punish them appropriately, so that it could act as deterrent to them and to 
others like them who easily slay the lives of innocents, destroy properties and terrorize people. Hence, it's 
a duty on Muslims to participate in this effort with all possible means, in  
accordance with God's (Most High) saying: "And help one another in virtue and righteousness, but do not 
help one another in sin and transgression." 5:2.  

On the other hand, the source of the uneasiness that American Muslim military men and women may have 
in fighting other Muslims, is because it's often difficult- if not impossible- to differentiate between the real 
perpetrators who are being pursued, and the innocents who have committed no crime at all. The authentic 
saying by the prophet states: "When two Muslims face each other in fighting and one kills the other, then 
both the killer and the killed are in the hell-fire. Someone said: we understand  
that the killer is in hell, why then the one who's being killed? The prophet said: because he wanted to kill 
the other person." (Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim.)  

The noble Hadith mentioned above only refers to the situation where the Muslim is in charge of his affairs. 
He is capable of fighting as well as capable of not fighting. This Hadith does not address the situation 
where a Muslim is a citizen of a state and a member of a regular army. In this case, he has no choice but 
to follow orders, otherwise his allegiance and loyalty to his country could be in doubt. This would subject 
him to much harm since he would not enjoy the privileges of citizenship without performing its obligations.  

The Muslim (soldier) must perform his duty in this fight despite the feeling of uneasiness of "fighting 
without discriminating." His intention (niyya) must be to fight for enjoining of the truth and defeating 
falsehood. It's to prevent aggression on the innocents, or to apprehend the perpetrators and bring them 
to justice. It's not his concern what other consequences of the fighting that might result in his personal 
discomfort, since he alone can neither control it nor prevent it. Furthermore, all deeds are accounted (by 
God) according to the intentions. God (the Most High) does not burden any soul except what it can bear.  
In addition, Muslim jurists have ruled that what a Muslim cannot control he cannot be held accountable 
for, as God (the Most High) says: "And keep your duty to God as much as you can." 64:16. The prophet 
(prayer and peace be upon him) said: " when I ask of you to do something, do it as much as you can." 
The Muslim here is a part of a whole, if he absconds, his departure will result in a greater harm, not only 
for him but also for the Muslim community in his country - and here there are many millions of them. 
Moreover, even if fighting causes him discomfort spiritually or psychologically, this personal hardship must 
be endured for the greater public good, as the jurisprudence (fiqhi) rule states.  

Furthermore, the questioner inquires about the possibility of the Muslim military personnel in the American 
armed forces to serve in the back lines - such as in the relief services' sector and similar works. If such 
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requests are granted by the authorities, without reservation or harm to the soldiers, or to the other  
American Muslim citizens, then they should request that. Otherwise, if such request raises doubts about 
their allegiance or loyalty, cast suspicions, present them with false accusations, harm their future careers, 
shed misgivings on their patriotism, or similar sentiments, then it's not permissible to ask for that.  

To sum up, it's acceptable - God willing- for the Muslim American military personnel to partake in the 
fighting in the upcoming battles, against whomever, their country decides, has perpetrated terrorism 
against them. Keeping in mind to have the proper intention as explained earlier, so no doubts would be 
cast about their loyalty to their country, or to prevent harm to befall them as might be expected. This is in 
accordance with the Islamic jurisprudence rules which state that necessities dictate exceptions, as well as 
the rule that says one may endure a small harm to avoid a much greater harm.  

And God the Most High is Most Knowledgeable and Most Wise.  

Rajab 10, 1422 AH / September 27, 2001  

Sheikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi [Grand Islamic Scholar and Chairman of the Sunna and Sira Council, 
Qatar]  
Judge Tariq al-Bishri  [First Deputy President of the Council d'etat, Ret., Egypt]  
Dr. Muhammad S. al-Awa [Professor of Comparative Law and Shari'a, Egypt]  
Dr. Haytham al-Khayyat [Islamic Scholar, Syria]  
Mr. Fahmi Houaydi [Islamic Author and Columnist, Egypt]  
Sheikh Taha Jabir al-Alwani [Chairman of the North America Fiqh Council, Sterling, Va.]  

[This English version was translated from the original Arabic, authorized and approved by authors of the 
statement.]  

http://www.unc.edu/~kurzman/Qaradawi_et_al.htm 

 

“Attacking innocent people is not courageous, it is stupid and will be punished on the day  of judgement. ... 
It's not courageous to attack innocent children, women and civilians. It is courageous to protect freedom, 
it is courageous to defend oneself and not to attack." -- Shaykh Muhammed Sayyid al-Tantawi, imam of 
al-Azhar mosque in Cairo, Egypt 

 

"Beside the fact that they are forbidden by Islam, these acts do not serve those who carried them out but 
their victims, who will reap the sympathy of the whole world. ... Islamists who live according to the human 
values of Islam could not commit such crimes." -- Shaykh Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah, spiritual guide of 
controversial Shi‘a Muslim group Hezbollah in Lebanon 

 

"Firstly: the recent developments in the United States including hijacking planes, terrorizing innocent 
people and shedding blood, constitute a form of injustice that cannot be tolerated by Islam, which views 
them as gross crimes and sinful acts. Secondly: any Muslim who is aware of the teachings of his religion 
and who adheres to the directives of the Holy Qur'an and the sunnah (the teachings of the Prophet 
Muhammad) will never involve himself in such acts, because they will invoke the anger of God Almighty 
and lead to harm and corruption on earth." -- ‘Abdulaziz bin ‘Abdallah Al-Ashaykh, chief mufti of Saudi 
Arabia 

 

"Any attack on innocent people is unlawful and contrary to shari'a (Islamic law). ... Muslims must 
safeguard the lives, honor and property of Christians and Jews. Attacking them contradicts shari'a." -- 
Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdallah al-Sabil, member of the Council of Senior Religious Scholars, Saudi 
Arabia 

http://www.unc.edu/~kurzman/Qaradawi_et_al.htm
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American Muslims Leaders and Organizations  

"The sudden barbaric attack on innocent citizens living in peace is extremely distressing and deplorable. 
Every gentle human heart goes out to the victims of this attack and as humans we are ashamed at the 
barbarism perpetrated by a few people. Islam, which is a religion of peace and tolerance, condemns this 
act and sees this is as a wounding scar on the face of humanity. I appeal to Muslims to strongly condemn 
this act, express unity with the victims' relatives, donate blood, money and do whatever it takes to help 
the affected people." -- Shaikh Muhammad Yusuf Islahi, Pakistani-American Muslim leader 

 

“We reiterate our unequivocal condemnation of the crime committed on September 11, 2001 and join our 
fellow Americans in mourning the loss of up to 6000 innocent civilians."  
-- Statement from 15 American Muslim organizations: Muslim American Society (MAS), Islamic Circle of 
North America (ICNA), Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR), Muslim Alliance of North America 
(MANA), Muslim Student Association (MSA), Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP), United Association for 
Studies and Research (UASR), Solidarity International, American Muslims for Global Peace and Justice 
(AMGPJ), American Muslim Alliance (AMA), United Muslim Americans Association (UMAA), Islamic Media 
Foundation (IMF), American Muslim Foundation (AMF), Coordinating Council of Muslim Organizations 
(CCMO), American Muslims for Jerusalem (AMJ), Muslim Arab Youth Association (MAYA) 

 

"American Muslims utterly condemn what are apparently vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism against 
innocent civilians. We join with all Americans in calling for the swift apprehension and punishment of the 
perpetrators. No political cause could ever be assisted by such immoral acts." – American Muslim Political 
Coordination Council 

 

"These attacks are against both divine and human laws and we condemn them in the strongest terms. The 
Muslim Americans join the nation in calling for swift apprehension and stiff punishment of the 
perpetrators, and offer our sympathies to the victims and their families." -- Dr. Agha Saeed, National 
Chair of the American Muslim Alliance 

 

"Religious zealots of any creed are defeated people who lash out in desperation, and they often do horrific 
things. And if these people [who committed murder on September 11] indeed are Arabs, Muslims, they're 
obviously very sick people and I can't even look at it in religious terms. It's politics, tragic politics. There's 
no Islamic justification for any of it. ... You can't kill innocent people. There's no Islamic declaration of war 
against the United States. I think every Muslim country except Afghanistan has an embassy in this 
country. And in Islam, a country where you have embassies is not considered a belligerent country. In 
Islam, the only wars that are permitted are between armies and they should engage on battlefields and 
engage nobly. The Prophet Muhammad said, ``Do not kill women or children or non-combatants and do 
not kill old people or religious people,'' and he mentioned priests, nuns and rabbis. And he said, ``Do not 
cut down fruit-bearing trees and do not poison the wells of your enemies.'' The Hadith, the sayings of the 
Prophet, say that no one can punish with fire except the lord of fire. It's prohibited to burn anyone in 
Islam as a punishment. No one can grant these attackers any legitimacy. It was evil." – Hamza Yusuf, 
American Muslim leader 

 

“Muslims have nothing to be ashamed of, and nothing to hide, and should simply tell people what their 
scholars and religious leaders have always said: first, that the Wahhabi sect has nothing to do with 
orthodox Islam, for its lack of tolerance is a perversion of traditional values; and second, that killing 
civilians is wrong and immoral." -- Nuh Ha Mim Keller, American Muslim author 
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"As Muslims, we condemn terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. Ours is a religion of peace. We are 
sick and tired of extremists dictating the public face of Islam." -- Muslims Against Terrorism, a U.S.-based 
organization 

 

The Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) is extremely horrified and saddened by the tragedy in New 
York and Washington D.C.  
Our hearts and prayers are with the families of the victims of this horrible and despicable crime.  
We condemn this heinous act and call upon our political leaders and the media to act responsibly,  
and not generalize when speculating about the perpetrators.  
Islam does not permit such unjust actions.  
Muslims are not terrorists and we condemn any terrorist attack against all people.  
 

There were several hundred Muslims working in the World Trade Center.  
And, a large number of Muslims used to offer Friday prayer in the World Trade Center. 
There are many Muslims, who are still among the missing.  
 

We appreciate and thank President Bush for acknowledging that American Muslims and Arab American are 
also saddened by this terrorist attack  
and by making it clear that any hate crime against Muslims will not be tolerated.  
 

Our hearts are with those who have lost loved ones in this terrible tragedy and our prayers are with the 
departed souls.  
 

The Islamic Circle of North America declares Friday, September 12, 2001, a day of mourning and prayers.  
All the Muslims are requested to make special prayers for the dead and the injured and also for the 
suffering families. 

-Islamic Circle of North America 

 

U.S. MUSLIMS CONDEMN TERRORIST ATTACKS  

([CITY, STATE]- 9/11/2001) -  
Muslims in [CITY] today condemned the apparent terrorist attacks in New York and Washington  
and offered condolences to the families of those who were killed or injured.  
In a statement, local Muslim representatives said:  
"We condemn in the strongest terms possible what are apparently vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism 
against innocent civilians.  
We join with all Americans in calling for the swift apprehension and punishment of the perpetrators.  
No cause could ever be assisted by such immoral acts.  

"All members of the Muslim community are asked to offer whatever help they can to the victims and their 
families.  
Muslim medical professionals should go to the scenes of the attacks to offer aid and comfort to the 
victims.  
Muslim relief agencies should contact their counterparts to offer support in the recovery efforts. 
Individual Muslims should donate blood by contacting the local office of the Red Cross.  
They should also send donations to those relief agencies that are on the scene of the attacks.  
"We further call on media professionals to exercise restraint and not draw premature conclusions as to 
who was responsible for the apparent attacks."  

-- Press statement from Council for Islamic American Relations (CAIR) 
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“Reactions from World Leaders” and “Reactions from Muslim Leaders” accessed from 
numerous websites, including: 

http://groups.colgate.edu/aarislam/response.htm 

http://www.september11news.com/InternationalReaction.htm 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/reac_ter16.htm 

http://www.cair.com/americanmuslims/antiterrorism/islamicstatementsagainstterrorism.a
spx 

http://groups.colgate.edu/aarislam/response.htm
http://www.september11news.com/InternationalReaction.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/reac_ter16.htm
http://www.cair.com/americanmuslims/antiterrorism/islamicstatementsagainstterrorism.aspx
http://www.cair.com/americanmuslims/antiterrorism/islamicstatementsagainstterrorism.aspx
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NEWS REPORTS 

A Google News search for reports on the 9/11 attacks published within a week of the 
attacks (Google News allows a custom search in which you can choose a date range for 

news stories): 
http://news.google.com/archivesearch?q=world+trade+center&hl=en&safe=off&bav=on.

2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&um=1&ie=UTF-
8&ncl=dZab5vTwEWZP5jM&ei=J7_JTdu6LIPWiALxs4SrBQ&sa=X&oi=news_result
&ct=more-results&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQqgIwAA 

 
New York Times article published late on September 11, 2001: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/11/national/11WIRE-PLAN.html 
 
Slate article on Osama bin Laden: 

http://www.slate.com/default.aspx?id=115404 
 

Foreign Affairs article explaining theory that Osama bin Laden sought to draw the U.S. 
into a war to increase anti-American sentiment in the Muslim world (must subscribe for 
article): 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/57618/michael-scott-doran/somebody-elses-civil-
war 

 
September 11, 2001 Screenshot Archive, with screenshots from hundreds of news 
websites on the day of the attacks: 

http://www.interactivepublishing.net/september/ 
 

Newseum archive of newspaper front pages from the day after the attacks: 
http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/default_archive.asp?fpArchive=091201  
 

CNN September 11 Video Archive: 
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/trade.center/multimedia.day.html 

  

http://news.google.com/archivesearch?q=world+trade+center&hl=en&safe=off&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ncl=dZab5vTwEWZP5jM&ei=J7_JTdu6LIPWiALxs4SrBQ&sa=X&oi=news_result&ct=more-results&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQqgIwAA
http://news.google.com/archivesearch?q=world+trade+center&hl=en&safe=off&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ncl=dZab5vTwEWZP5jM&ei=J7_JTdu6LIPWiALxs4SrBQ&sa=X&oi=news_result&ct=more-results&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQqgIwAA
http://news.google.com/archivesearch?q=world+trade+center&hl=en&safe=off&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ncl=dZab5vTwEWZP5jM&ei=J7_JTdu6LIPWiALxs4SrBQ&sa=X&oi=news_result&ct=more-results&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQqgIwAA
http://news.google.com/archivesearch?q=world+trade+center&hl=en&safe=off&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ncl=dZab5vTwEWZP5jM&ei=J7_JTdu6LIPWiALxs4SrBQ&sa=X&oi=news_result&ct=more-results&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQqgIwAA
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/11/national/11WIRE-PLAN.html
http://www.slate.com/default.aspx?id=115404
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/57618/michael-scott-doran/somebody-elses-civil-war
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/57618/michael-scott-doran/somebody-elses-civil-war
http://www.interactivepublishing.net/september/
http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/default_archive.asp?fpArchive=091201
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/trade.center/multimedia.day.html
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OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES  

 
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (9/11 Commission): 
http://www.9-11commission.gov/ 

 
History.com’s compendium of articles, photos, videos, and more on 9/11:  
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks/ 

 
September 11, 2001, Documentary Project from the U.S. Library of Congress: 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/911_archive/ 
 
September 11, 2001, Web Archive from the U.S. Library of Congress: 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/lcwa/html/sept11/sept11-overview.html 
 

The September 11 Digital Archive from the Center for History and New Media and the 
American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning: 
http://911digitalarchive.org/ 

 
Directory of information related to numerous facets of 9/11 from the Open Directory 

Project: 
http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Issues/Terrorism/Incidents/September_11,_2001/ 
 

“Inside 9/11”, a National Geographic documentary: 
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/series/inside-911 

 
“Shattered”, a collection of photographs by James Nachtwey, presented by Time.com: 
http://www.time.com/time/photoessays/shattered/ 

 
 

http://www.9-11commission.gov/
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/911_archive/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/lcwa/html/sept11/sept11-overview.html
http://911digitalarchive.org/
http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Issues/Terrorism/Incidents/September_11,_2001/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/series/inside-911
http://www.time.com/time/photoessays/shattered/

