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We hear about in the news, and talk about it with friends. 
We discuss it across the dinner table, and worry about it for our schools. 
And, it will be debated with heated rhetoric in legislative bodies across our country. 
And, this morning we will talk about here. 
What, if any, action we should take in response to the senseless violence due, at least in part, to 
guns which a month ago claimed the lives of school children in Connecticut, and which every day, 
including today, claims the lives school children on the streets of our cities and towns.  Added to 
those tragedies are the accidents which happen in living rooms or play rooms or the more 
intentional acts of anger or rage that take place in a bedroom or the kitchen. 
Around 10,000 lives are lost each year. 
I cannot believe… 
I do not believe… 
That this is what God intends or how God intends the world to be. 
 
Legal issues exist, to be sure. 
And political issues with emotions running high across the spectrum of differing views. 
And to that mix, at least here in this place, we add our faith and the witness of our tradition as we 
allow the words of Jesus to stand alongside all the others words which we will hear. 
Salt of the earth. 
Light of the world. 
Blessed are the peacemakers. 
God’s Kingdom come. 
 
So, this morning I would like us to talk… 
And to listen. 
To talk not just about the violence and not just about guns, 
But also about what we can do and how we might create safe places, particularly for our children 
and youth.  Not so much physically safe as in bars on the windows or guards at the doors, but 
emotionally safe and spiritually safe. 
A place where the cracks to fall through are smaller than before. 
And, where concern and caring take center stage. 
And, where we do our best to point towards and to live towards a safer, more peace-filled world for 
us and for all. 
 
This morning is only a start. 
A toe in the water. 
But we will give it a try speaking with and listening to one another, and praying and discerning 
together.   
Instructions… 
Continuing conversation in Chapel Room 


