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From the Bible: 
For years… 
Probably even for generations… 
These verses were, and for many still are, the “marching orders” for Christians. 
But, what about if we heard them in this way? 

“Jesus said to his disciples, “Go therefore [don’t just “go to church”] and make disciples 
[students/seekers who want to learn more about the Dream of God] of all nations [not just 
yours!], baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit [including them 
in that inclusive community of God’s people which is being formed], teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you [Love God and your neighbor, in the biggest, boldest, 
broadest sense, as yourself]. And remember I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”          
                     Matthew 28:19-20 

What if we heard these verses that way? 

Message: 
The word gospel, as in the Gospel of Matthew or the Gospel of Luke, means good news. 
In one of my graduate school classes that did its best to teach us how to write and deliver a message 
for a Sunday morning the question the professor kept pushing towards us was: 
 “What is the good news?”   
Like so much in the world around us those of us in his class who were trying to learn to preach 
found it easier to see and to name what was wrong… 

 With people.   
 With situations and circumstances. 
 With the world.   

And much harder to discern and to put concrete language around… 
Language that was more than what I call religious fluff,  
Where and how we sensed something of God; something of the Holy empowering our lives and 
transforming our communities and our world. 
In other words…good news. 

So, this morning I want to start with that. 
With good news. 
If the Dream of God has something to do with peace and sufficiency and health and what John’s 
Gospel calls abundant life for all the children of earth then maybe we are moving in the right 
direction.  

 For, despite the instantaneous headlines which scream with violence and devastation, to 
our sometimes great surprise analysts and scholars believe the world more peaceful now 
than it has ever been. 

 We are making tremendous strides in confronting illness -  malaria, AIDS, Measles, Dengue 
Fever.  Disease which, in the past has devastated entire communities and countries. 

 And, while many continue to live areas where there is not enough access to food, and where 
children, particularly girls, have limited access to education, we are more aware of those 
issues than ever before and moving in the right direction. 

Good News, indeed! 
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And, how about this? 

 Again, in spite of the headlines that highlight the worst of our religious impulses, religious 
communities are not only speaking with each other, but working together.  In the world in 
which I grew up different groups within the Christian tradition barely spoke with each 
other, let allow with the Jewish community which was the only other religious community 
in the neighborhood.   Growing up, I knew absolutely nothing of Muslims or Hindus or 
Buddhists.  Now we have the seeds of an interfaith youth program focused and learning 
with and from each other and of being of service to the communities in which we live.  And, 
what we are doing on a small scale here is being replicated a thousand times over in other 
communities in this country and around the world. 

 And, in this new world of religious pluralism and growing secularism with significant 
portions of the population around us showing little or no interest in organized religion, I 
believe the Christian witness, at its best still has transformative message to share: 
-  A voice that reminds us of the radical and inclusive hospitality of Jesus… 
-  And, to reconsider or definition of neighbor… 
-  And that the Holy and the human are inexorably intertwined. 

Again, good news, indeed. 
 
But, what about something a bit closer to home.  

 What about the good news of a congregation who, was asked if they would allow a new 
Alcoholics Anonymous group that was forming to meet in their facility.  Other locations in 
the community had turned them down.  This particular congregation handed them a key to 
door. 

 What about a congregation, who saw the need for high school students in the community to 
have a place to be, and who allowed their basement to be painted purple and opened the 
doors for even non-church members to come each weekend evening. 

 What about a congregation who noticed that there were some in our community who were 
hungry, and who partnered with other congregations to form a food pantry working 
towards the day when no one would go to bed hungry. 

 What about a congregation who realized there were people sleeping outside each winter 
with one or two of them dying each year who, once again, took the risk of opening their 
doors and providing a meal and a safe place to stay inviting other congregations to do the 
same. 

 What about a congregation which took its own faith seriously enough to engage with others 
whose faith traditions was different.  To learn with them and from them rather than try to 
convert them or change them.   

 
Of course, I am talking about this congregation and its witness… 

 It’s Guaranteed is the AA group that began meeting here in the 1960’s and which continues 
to meet here three nights each week. 

 And there was the Purple Pit.  The basement right below us that was the local hangout for 
high school students. 

 And there is the Mt. Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry which continues to provide food to 
households who need it. More now than ever before. 

 And there is the Emergency Shelter Partnership begun nine years ago when this 
congregation said we will be the first, and so opened its doors. 

 And there is the Westchester Youth Alliance.  The interfaith program for high school 
students who had their kick off leadership event a couple of weeks ago that gathered 30 
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high school students – Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Unitarian – to begin talking with and 
learning from each other. 

Those are just a few of the things that could be mentioned which begin to provide a snapshot of the 
way the faith and the vision of this congregation reaches out and touches the lives of those whom 
God names as our neighbors.  Of course the list can and should go on to include all those other ways, 
both individually and collectively, we take the best of the gospel and carry it into the world.   
In large and small ways touching and transforming the life another.   
Bearing hope, bringing light, extending compassion each and every day. 
 
So, where is this all going??? 
You probably have figured out that this is more than a “feel good, pat ourselves on the back” 
message. 
All that was about yesterday. 
What about tomorrow? 
What vision do we have for what comes next and where we are being called? 
What do you imagine the witness of this congregation will be in the coming years as the culture 
around us and the needs of those named as our neighbors continues to change? 
What will be the challenges…. 
Personal? 
Within families? 
Within our communities? 
In the world entrust, now, to our care and keeping? 
That will need to be met and towards which God is calling us? 
 
If we take those questions seriously they have implications for our lives. 
Who we will be. 
How we will act. 
How we prioritize our time. 
How we will spend our money. 
Both individually and as a community of faith. 
 
And, it is the money part I want to end with this morning. 
This is the time of the year when you/we are asked to consider our financial support of this 
congregation for the coming year.  You have received one letter from the team of people who are 
giving time and energy to reach out to you.   
[Identify them – Dave Hardy, Steve Skillman, Polly Muller-Gerard, Matt Nespole]   
You will receive a second letter this week.   
I know all about the number of appeals for financial support of flood our mailboxes and inboxes this 
time of year.   
All of them good and worthwhile and doing important, life changing work.  
But…and, here is my perspective. 
I believe there is an importance to the witness and the presence of this congregation that reaches 
into the world in a distinctive and important way which is why, before we make our contributions 
to anything else, Shodie and I will fill out our pledge card or respond online to support the ministry 
and mission of this congregation.  Some of it is about paying the bills that open the doors and turns 
on the lights and turns on the heat and pays for the staff.  But that is just the stuff that helps to make 
all the other stuff possible. 

 From our opportunity to be here this morning with fellowship and music and a time and 
place to worship to the 18 middle school youth who were here Friday evening. 
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 From the high schools students who will gather this afternoon to the groceries that were 
handed on Thursday.   

 From the homes that will be built in Nicaragua this winter to the wedding at which I will 
officiate later this afternoon. 

 
On several occasions a number of years ago I had the privilege of hearing Millard Fuller, the 
Founder and Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity, speak including one time here at Bedford 
Presbyterian Church.  In addressing whatever group he was speaking to, one of the things he liked 
to say was, “You know… God has all the money God needs.  It is just in your pockets, and in mine.” 
 
So, I leave you with this… 
Who do you think we are called to be? 
What do you imagine God might be calling us to do? 
And, can we be thoughtful enough and courageous enough and generous enough to make those 
dreams come true. 
You know… 
God does have all the money God needs. 
Today, it is in your pockets and in mine. 


