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When I do weddings these days, during the homily, I sometimes say the following:   "I 

would like to impart a piece of wisdom to you that a minister friend of mine taught me.  

And that is the three most important words in marriage.  Do you know what they are? 

It may not be what you think.  It’s not “I love you,” though God knows those are 

important words that should be used every day.  No, the three most important words in 

the challenging times are: “Maybe you’re right.”  Remember those words and use them 

judiciously and you’ll be on very solid ground." 

 

That's one of the things I say to marrying couples on their wedding day.  It always gets 

a laugh.  Why is that?  Do you think it's because we all recognize ourselves in the need 

for those lines?   

 

I've been musing this week on how deeply ingrained is the need to be right.  We all 

have it, to a greater or lesser degree.  I'd venture to say that we're all willing to risk 

friendships, family relationships, marital harmony, and the censure of strangers when 

our need to be right overtakes us. (When I think of the censure of strangers I think of a 

woman that I saw this week in the line at Salsa Fresca, the really good Mexican fast food 

place in Bedford Hills.  This woman was having an argument with the guy who was 

putting stuff in her burrito about how much meat she was entitled to, given the price 

she was paying.  She was absolutely certain that she was being cheated and she didn't 

care how long she held up the line, as she berated the hapless young man behind the 

counter.  She seemed immune to the venomous looks coming her way from those of us  

behind her.  She could not give up her need to be right on this issue.  The guy finally 

gave in.)   

 

Has anyone ever said this to you?  "Why does it always have to be your way?"  or "Why 

do you always think you're right?"  I admit that I've been on the receiving end of both of 

those lines.  Of course, the rejoinder is, "Well, why do YOU always think YOU'RE 

right?"  Needless to say, two people locked in a rejoinder match about rightness are not 

doing much to further the relationship, and that's where my marital advice to admit 

"Maybe you're right" fits in. 

 

I've been doing some reading about what drives our need to be right, and all the 

obvious suspects creep up.  Insecurity, fear, overweening ego, even bad parents.  One 



explanation that captured my imagination was about our Aristotelian-based dualistic 

thinking and education.  The theory goes like this:  from early education onward, there 

are right and wrong answers.  Children who give right answers succeed, are praised, 

and move ahead.  Children who don't, fall behind.  A competitive society like ours is set 

up to foster the idea of winners and losers.  Winner take all.  Being right as often as 

possible becomes practically a matter of survival, and almost all of us have woven that 

mindset into our subconscious.  It can be very very difficult when we have to consider 

the possibility that we might not be right.  

 

And this propensity wreaks havoc not only in our personal lives but in the public  life of 

our country as well.  In the public square these days, we're encountering an ever-

increasing level of needing to be right.  The polarization of the political parties and the 

posturing on both sides leave little room for anyone to find middle ground on any 

issue.  And we've all seen the gridlock that results from that.  Not to mention the sheer 

toxicity.  Everyone says they hate it, but no one seems to be able to stop it.   

 

Remember the old song, "Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me."  

Wouldn't it be nice if everyone tried that?   

 

What did Jesus say about the need to be right?  Nothing directly, but much can be 

inferred.  I'm going to let Jesus speak for himself.  I sorted through Jesus' core teachings 

and pulled out the following scripture readings. All of these are very familiar.  As I read 

them, try to look at them through a different lens.  How does each of these sayings of 

Jesus fit with the need to be RIGHT? 

 

JESUS' CORE TEACHINGS 

Love 

Mark 12:28-31 

One of the scribes. . . asked him ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’Jesus 

answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.”The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’ 

 

Do Not Judge 

Matthew 7:1-2 

 ‘Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  For with the judgment you make you 

will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 



 

Compassion 

Matthew 25:37-40 
37 “Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 

and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see you as a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to wear? 39 When did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?’ 
40 “Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of 

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ 

 

Forgiveness 

Matthew 18:21-22 
21 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister 

who sins against me? Should I forgive as many as seven times?” 
22 Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven times. 

 

Love Even your Enemies 

Luke 6:26-28 
27 “But I say to you who are willing to hear: Love your enemies. Do good to those who 

hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. 

 

And then finally, the scripture passage that Kathy read for us. . . 

 

Be As a Child 

Matthew 18:1-5 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?’He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, ‘Truly I tell you, 

unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven.   

 

Humble as a child.  Being RIGHT just doesn't have a place in the kingdom of heaven 

that Jesus envisions.  In fact, our need to be right feels counterproductive doesn't it?  

Doesn't it feel like the opposite of love, compassion and forgiveness?  And yet there are 

times when it feels like part of our basic operating systems.  But that's the thing about  

Jesus.  He invites us out of our egotistical habits to something much larger.  He knows 

we can do better.  He knows about the better angels of our natures, and over and over 

again, he invites THOSE angels to join him at the table.  To join him in building the 

kingdom of heaven, bit by bit, kindness by kindness, work trip by work trip, treaty by 



treaty.  It begins with us.  Peace on earth can begin with you and me and it has nothing 

to do with being RIGHT.     

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The better angels of your natures are invited to this table to share in Jesus' vision for us 

and for the world.  And don't say that your nature doesn't have a better angel, because 

we all know that's not true.   It's the old paradox -- that God loves us exactly as we are 

AND knows full well that we can do better. Your flawed and perfect selves are invited 

to this table. 

 

PRAYER 

 

Eternal God, 

by taking this bread and this cup 

we share our belief in the Way of Jesus, 

and pledge our lives 

to building a more peaceful, 

more forgiving, 

less judgmental, 

and more loving 

world. 

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

  


