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Holy Reminders 
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Bedford Presbyterian Church 
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June 17, 2012 
 
From the Bible:  Romans 12: 9-18 
I know some parts of the Bible are difficult to understand. 
Strange names. Strange words. Strange cultural contexts. 
But, this is not one of them. 
The language here is straightforward and direct and to the point. 
Written and delivered to a small Christian community doing its best to exclusionary barriers by 
including… 

Both women and men,  
Both rich and poor, 
Both  slaves and those who were free,  
Both Jews and non-Jews. 

Verses written as instruction for how they were and we are to be with and for each other. 
No chance of mistaking what it means because of nuance. 
But, living it… 
Putting it into practice... 
May be a different story. 

Let love be genuine. 
Hate what is evil. 
Hold fast to what is good. 
Love one another with mutual affection. 
Outdo one another in showing honor. 
Do not lag in zeal. 
Be ardent in spirit. 
Serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope. 
Be patient in suffering. 
Persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints. 
Extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. 
Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 
Do not claim to be wiser than you are. 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
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Sermon : 

Maybe you saw it… 
In last Thursday’s New York Times, David Brooks had an Op-Ed piece about a new book by social 
scientist Dan Ariely who teaches at Duke University.  The book is entitled The (Honest) Truth about 
Dishonesty.  In a nutshell, here is my take away about Ariely’s research from Brooks’ column. 

Most of us consider ourselves to be good people, but Ariely’s studies show that while we think of 
ourselves as good, many of us cheat.  Most of us, just a little bit.  Enough to get away with it, but not 
so much as to deconstruct our internal image of what it means to be a  good person.  In his column 
Brooks gives the example of an experiment Ariely conducted where he put cans of soda and dollar 
bills out on the kitchen table in college dorms.  People walked away with the soda, but not the 
money because taking the money would have felt more like stealing. 
That represents an example from one end of the spectrum. 
While I am certainly not a social scientist I think the other end of the spectrum are those who 
consider themselves and who others consider to be a good person who misuse investments or who 
push questionable business deals or who misrepresent products in order to make the sale or prop 
up the bottom line or who bully others and call it teasing or rationalize it by saying “Boys will be 
boys, or girls will be girls.”   All of which have much more serious and sometimes deadly 
consequences.   
All done by good people. 
 
I am sure what Ariely’s research found and what I have shared with you, you already know. 
You know it from the your workplace. 
You know it from the places you volunteer. 
You know it from school. 
You know it in your neighborhood. 
You sometimes even know it in your own life. 
So, nothing new here. 
 
But, here is where Ariely’s research meets Bedford Presbyterian Church and you and me today. 
It seems that what resets our internal balance and our moral gauge and our understanding of what 
it means to be a good person are external reminders of who we are to be and how we are to act and 
what being good looks like in a context larger than our own lives and when we allow our actions to 
be measured against outside standards. 
Does any of that sound like any gathering or interaction with which you are familiar? 
Like any place you know? 
 
Maybe this is what church is to be about. 
Or should be about. 
Not about doctrine or dogma or making sure we say the right words or recite the correct prayer. 
Not whether we sing this hymn or that hymn. 
Or whether we have organ music or guitar music or no music at all. 
All those things are only props put in place to remind us of who we are and who we are called to be 
and how we are to act and of what it means to be a good person in the best and deepest sense of that 
word. 

 Reminding us about what it means to love and serve others. 
 Reminding us of concepts like justice and peace. 
 Reminding us of attitudes like hope and courage and forgiveness. 
 Reminding us of huge, over the top dreams like the dream of God’s Kingdom come. 
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Reminding us… 

 To hate what is evil and to hold fast to what is good. 
 To extend hospitality and to not repay evil with evil. 
 To weep with those who weep and to rejoice with those who rejoice. 

Honestly, where else in your life do you hear language like that on a regular basis? 
Where else do you open yourself up to ideas like that and measure your life against that vision of 
how life could be or should be? 
 
Maybe it is just me. 
But here… 
In this place… 
In your midst… 
You become that holy reminder as I catch a glimpse of my best self. 
I catch a glimpse of who I am called to be and how I am called to live. 
I can practice something of those best hopes and bravest dreams just a bit here with you; 
And, so carry some small piece of that out into the wonder and the complexity and the challenges of 
the world out there. 
 
Here, in this place… 
With all of you… 
My internal balance is reset. 
My self protective rationalizations stripped away…just a bit. 
And, I inch closer to the person I imagine I can be. 
A holy reminder. 
Thank you. 
 
What about you? 
 
 
 


