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Note:  This short sermon was delivered as part of BPC's annual "Celebration Sunday" in which 

we thank people for all the good work they've done throughout the church year.  Two people are 

singled out for special recognition with words written especially about them.  

 

A catalogue arrived in my inbox several weeks ago which I've found very meaningful.  

It's called the Baudville Catalogue.  I'm going to use words from it as our reading this 

morning.  In fact, I already used words from it as our opening sentences which we all 

read.  I took those verbatim from page 5.  They're part of a thing called "Shout Outs" 

which are to be used in offices as a way for peers to recognize each other's 

contributions.   How perfect is that for us?   

 

The catalogue is full of items with messages on them and all the messages are about 

appreciation and gratitude.  They're meant primarily for people in the business world to 

use as motivational tools, but they apply to the church world, too, I think.  And any 

other kind of volunteer world; and the family world; and the friend world. . .  I mean, 

really, who on earth doesn't want to hear words like these when they're sincerely 

spoken? 

1. "You make a difference every day" 

2. "Consider this an official acknowledgment of your supreme awesomeness." 

3. "Great job!" 

4. "Thanks!  You're the best!" 

5. "Can't imagine us without you" 

6. "For everything you do, day after day, you are truly appreciated." 

 

That's the sermon, folks.  The sacred text.  Straight from the Baudville Catalogue.  Take 

any of these words -- take your acknowledgment, appreciation and gratitude to the 

people who populate your life and express it to even one of them -- a co-worker, a 

spouse, a sibling, a friend -- and believe me, in that moment, you are lighting up that 

person's life.  People want to feel that their lives matter and that what they do makes a 

difference.  Each one of us has it in our power to acknowledge and celebrate the 

contributions of others.  I believe it's a sacred act.  Here's the caveat -- the gratitude can't 

be routine or rote;  it can't be out of a sense of duty;  it can't actually come from a 

catalogue.  The only way it can be transmitted is from heart to heart.   

 

 



Honoring Hope Black and Tom Farmer - words and presentations 

 

By singling out two people to honor each year, we in no way diminish our appreciation 

of all the work that everyone does to make Bedford Presbyterian Church the vital, 

world-improving, life-changing, Jesus-following place that it is.  And so on behalf of the 

church as a whole, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has 

contributed in any way to the life of this congregation.   

 Everything you do every day is deeply appreciated.   

 You make a difference in this place and in the world.   

 It's impossible to imagine us without each one of you.   

 

My heart to yours.  No kidding.  Amen. 


