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You Belong Here! 

A Reflection for Confirmation Sunday 
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From the Bible:  1 Peter 2: 9-10 and John 15:15 
Now, you are God’s “chosen generation,”  
God’s “royal priesthood,” 
God’s “Holy nation,” 
God’s “peculiar people.” 
All the old titles of God’s people now belong to you. 
It is for you now to demonstrate the goodness of the One who has called you out of darkness into 
God’s amazing light.  In the past you were not “a people” at all.  Now you are the People of God.  In 
the past you had no experience of God’s mercy, but now it is intimately yours. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I do not call you servants any longer, but now I call you friends.” 
 
Reflection: 
Here is what I know. 

 I know we don’t all think about God and Jesus in the same way. 
And, I want you to know that is okay. 

 And, I know that all of us sometimes, even often, find ourselves more questions than we 
have answers.  And, that is also okay. 

And, I also know this. 
 Bedford Presbyterian Church is a place, as many of you said in one way or another in your 

Statements of Faith, “of open minds and open arms,” and a place of welcome and 
acceptance. 

 And, if we – this place and this group of people - suddenly disappeared others would notice. 
A voice for openness and the inclusion of all would be lost. 
A force for doing what we can to make our communities and our world a better place would 
be lost. 
A reminder for you and me that we are to treat others the way we want to be treated would 
be lost. 
And that would be a shame….and probably even more than that. 

And, I know this… 
One more thing… 
You belong here. 
You belong in this wonderful, sometimes mixed up, doing its best to care for each other and care for 
our neighbors, peculiar, trying our best to be faithful and sometimes making it and sometimes not, 
group of people who happen to call themselves Bedford Presbyterian Church. 
You belong here. 
 
But, today I want you also to know this.   
You are needed here. 
The Church… 
The larger Christian community… 
This church… 
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Needs you in order to help us see the world and what tomorrow looks like through your eyes and 
for your lives so the rest of us can begin to ask the right questions about how we take the best of the 
Bible and the best of our faith and the best of our understanding of that which we know and name 
as God and, with that understanding, do our best to be a place and a people that makes a difference. 
A difference… 
In your lives. 
In the lives of your peers. 
In the life communities in which we live. 
And, in the world entrusted, now, to our care and keeping; 
Which is growing ever smaller and increasingly inter-dependent. 
Not only do you belong here. 
You are needed here. 
So, there you are. 
That is what I wanted to tell you today. 
 
And now… 
After nearly 7 months here you are at the end (or almost the end) of Confirmation. 
But, at the beginning of what comes next. 
If this congregation… 
This group of people here… 
Has, in some way, fulfilled the promise it made to you when you were baptized. 
The promise… 

 To love you… 
 To encourage you… 
 To support you… 
 To be a role model for you… 
 To share something of our faith with you… 

If we have done that even a little… 
Then, now it is your turn. 
To return the favor and to do the same for us. 

 To encourage us. 
 To support us. 
 To challenge us. 
 To help us see life and world and God and faith in a new way. 
 To share something of your faith with us. 

And, to push us towards that tomorrow which God has in store for us and for all. 
 
Will you do that for us? 
I hope so. 

And while you have always been welcome here… 
Today, we welcome you in a new way. 
Welcome to this place and this group of people known as Bedford Presbyterian Church. 


