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We Remember Jesus 

Reflections for Maundy Thursday 

We Remember What He Taught – Paul Alcorn 
Years before the gospels were written… 
Before Matthew, Mark, Luke and John… 
And, even years before all those other accounts about the life of Jesus that did not make it into the 
Canon… 
The Gospel of Thomas 
The Gospel of Mary 
The Gospel of Judas 
Long before any of those scholar believe there was this: 
A collection of sayings. 
The remembered words of Jesus. 
Whether written down or memorized or both. 
Passed on person to person. 
Remembered and shared and talked about and treasured. 
 
Maybe, if we listen closely… 
We, too, might hear the echo of his voice in these haunting and inspiring and challenging words which 
were his: 

Fortunate are the gentle for they shall inherit the earth. 
Happy are the merciful for they shall be shown mercy. 
Happy are the pure in heart for they shall see the face of God. 
Fortunate are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God. 

Be compassionate as God is compassionate. 
Do not judge and you will not be judged. 
Do not condemn and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven. 

Love your enemies. 
Do good to those who hate you. 
Bless those who curse you. 
Pray for those who treat you badly. 

What is the realm of God like?  How can I describe it to you? 
It is like a tiny mustard seed that someone tosses into the garden.   
It grows into a tree and birds nest in its branches. 
It is like yeast that a woman mixes with three cups of flour until it all rises. 
 
This evening, we remember what Jesus taught. 
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We Remember What He Did – Rachel Thompson 

Mark 15:1-5 
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, ‘Are 
you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ Then the chief priests accused him of many 
things. Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ But 
Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  

Why do you think Jesus remained silent when he was brought before Pontius Pilate and the leaders of 
Jerusalem?  Why didn't he answer when they brought spurious charges against him?  Surely he was an 
eloquent and powerful speaker.  People gathered in crowds of thousands to hear him speak, and 
followed him everywhere.  And here he is, given an opportunity to make his case before the most 
influential people in the realm. But Jesus does not say anything, other than "You say so." 

Sister Joan Chittister writes:  "Jesus is condemned to die because he defied the standards of both the 
state and the religious establishment in which he lived.  To both, he brought a truth they did not want to 
hear.  He set out to witness to the love and justice of the God of all creation:  Jews and non-Jews, 
women as well as men, underlings as well as the professional types of his time.  He cured on the 
sabbath, mixed with foreigners, taught theology to women, played with children, questioned every law, 
chose people over ritual every time, never made authority a god.  He threatened the establishment with 
his incessant attempts to build a better world."1  

His resistance to the questioning of Pontius Pilate is about his refusal to recognize the authority of this 
Roman official, or this temple hierarchy.  His action speaks more eloquently than words.  His refusal to 
participate in the violence that surrounds him.  His non-aggressive resistance to false authority.   He 
doesn't ask for his life; he doesn't try to convince the authorities that they are wrong.  He doesn't 
recognize "the authorities" as authorities!  God is his only authority.  He stands mute and innocent of 
any crime, willing to die for what he has stood for in his life and teachings.    

On this night, we remember what he did.     

 
We Remember His Presence – Polly Muller-Girard 

After this, Jesus appeared once more to his disciples at Lake Tiberias. This is how it happened. Simon 
Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael (the one from Cana in Galilee), the sons of Zebedee, and two 
other disciples of Jesus were all together. Simon Peter said to the others, “I am going fishing.” 
“We will come with you,” they told him. So they went out in a boat, but all that night they did not catch 
a thing. As the sun was rising, Jesus stood at the water's edge, but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Then he asked them, “Young men, haven't you caught anything?” 
“Not a thing,” they answered. 
 

He said to them, “Throw your net out on the right side of the boat, and you will catch some.” So they 
threw the net out and could not pull it back in, because they had caught so many fish. 
The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 
wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken his clothes off) and jumped into the 

                                                           
1 Way of the Cross:  Gateway to Remembrance,  Joan D. Chittester, OSB, Station One 
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water. The other disciples came to shore in the boat, pulling the net full of fish. They were not very far 
from land, about a hundred yards away. When they stepped ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there with 
fish on it and some bread. (John 21:1-9 GNT) 

Today we hear the this part of the holy week story one more time, knowing the intense, final arc of 
Jesus journey with his disciples begins with the heady but misleadingly trimuphal entry into Jerusalen,  
rests in Jesus' passover meal with his friends which we celebrate tonight  and at least in John’s gospel 
ends with another meal by Lake Tiberias.  Through it all the most touching, poignant moments in the 
journey and in ours, I believe, come from recognizing Jesus' presence. 

For most of us Jesus' presence is hard to appreciate in daily life.  We spend our lives somewhere 
between the two meals: the last supper and the meal at Lake Tiberias. We are either unconscious to 
Jesus fully real presence or awestruck and falling over ourselves when we recognize it.   Tonight we 
commemorate Jesus'  passover meal with his friends.  A meal in which Jesus was, as he always was, fully 
present to them, knowing  them heart and soul and warning them of the trials to come.  But they were 
in denial, about their own failings, about the brief time Jesus would be with them.  Jesus knows they will 
experience every negative human emotion in the days to come: betrayal, anger, denial, shame, grief, 
and fear.  So he gives them a gift they do not yet appreciate - the gift of his ongoing presence in 
sacrament of communion.   

Everything the disciples experienced in that week of loss and confusion prepared them to accept Jesus 
presence in a new way.  Peter, by leaping half naked, unheeding, out of the boat and swimming toward 
the shore, demonstrates his instinctive reaction the Jesus' presence.  If you feel your heart leap up when 
a life situation that was dead or closed opens up, surely Jesus is there. When your heart's desire, 
unearned and unexpected, suddenly is in sight, Jesus is there. And even when your disappointments are 
crushing and you don’t see Jesus at all, Jesus is surely, surely there. Mostly we by ourselves do not have 
the wisdom to see as God sees.  But if we have faith, Jesus is always waiting for us on the shore - ready 
to show us the way to reconciliation and forgiveness, from brokenness to wholeness.    

May your confidence and joy in Jesus presence be the full joy that Peter expresses in his bold leap. 
 
 
 
 


