
	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How	to	Become	a	Magician	
A Practical Guide 

 

This little guide will get you started on the road to becoming a magician. There is a lot you will 
do along the way, and this eBook can’t cover everything there is to know about your journey. 
But if you follow the steps here (and practice!), you WILL have what you need to start calling 
yourself a magician.   

What is a Magician? 

While I’m pretty sure you have an idea what I’m talking about, my definition of a “magician,” is 
a person skilled in the art of magic. And what I mean by “magic,” is the ability to perform things 
for an audience that seem impossible or mysterious but are nevertheless happening before 
their very eyes.  

These performances should aim to delight and entertain your audience, not to trick them or 
make them feel bad. The goal should be for everyone to have a good time. I think that is super 
important to mention right up front. 

Ultimately, a magician is an entertainer.  It is as important (some say MORE important) to be a 
good performer as it is to be able to do tricks. If you are already comfortable performing in any 
way, shape or form (maybe you’re a good teacher, public speaker, musician, actor or all of 
these), you’re already half-way there! 

Here is what I was told before I learned my first trick. 

“It takes 5 years to master the basics. Then you can spend the rest of your life performing.” 

That does not mean you cannot start doing magic for 5 years. Nor does it mean that after 5 
years, you stop learning or trying to improve. But as a rule of thumb, I found that advice SUPER 
useful. It helps you get a feel for what to expect as you set off down this road. 

I’ll be giving you a list of some great books and videos that helped me get started. I highly 
recommend starting with those. Please don’t go to YouTube right away. Yes, there are some 
great videos on there. But there are also some terrible ones. To avoid wasting valuable time, it’s 
best at the beginning to avoid YouTube for learning magic. 

The First Rule of Magic – Never reveal the secrets behind a trick to the public! One key word 
here is “public.” When learning, you will need to practice – usually with friends and family. They 



will inevitably see the secrets, and that’s OK. Another exception to this rule is if you are 
teaching a trick to another magician or selling a trick (where it’s protected behind a “pay wall”).  

The word used for revealing secrets to the public is “exposure.” And even though in this day 
and age, anyone who REALLY WANTS to learn the secrets can do that pretty easily, we don’t 
want to make it too easy for the public to know about our secrets. It would ruin magic for them 
if they did. So this is not only for the benefit of magicians, but also for the public themselves. 

One last thing you should know before reading any further – it takes a lot of time and hard 
work to become a good magician. You really should know what you’re getting into. If it were 
easy, everyone would do it. To quote one of my favorite lines from the movie, “A League of 
Their Own,” – “it’s the HARD that makes it great.”  

So if you’re up for the challenge, read on! 

How Do I Start? 

You will need to learn how to do some magic. But where do you learn how? I have specific 
suggestions below. But these days, it’s almost too easy to find magic books and videos. So it can 
be hard to know which ones are best for the absolute beginner.  

There are also forums filled with magicians of all experience levels, who are very willing to give 
advice to folks just getting started. This is fantastic! But it can also be overwhelming. You are 
likely to get a lot of advice pointing you to dozens of different books and/or videos. You might 
also be asked what kind of magic you want to learn. Well, what if you don’t even know enough 
to even answer that question?  

My point is that there are sooooooo many options and so many different opinions, it can get 
overwhelming. 

That is why I wrote this little ebook.  

Let Me Be Your Guide 

Why should you listen to me instead of one of the many dozens of voices on Reddit or 
Facebook or any number of magic forums?  

Well first of all, because I’m awesome J. Just kidding.  

What I am is “not that far ahead of you” on my magic journey. I took it up 3+ years ago. So 
unlike the many magicians who started when they were kids (and there is NOTHING wrong with 



that, obviously. I wish I had), I started as an adult, which many of you reading this probably are 
too.  

That doesn’t mean this guide won’t help kids also. The advice is the same. But as somebody 
who only just got started pretty recently myself, I have been through the maze of books and 
videos and have learned what worked well and what didn’t.  

So you can use my own learning curve to avoid wasting time, and get right down to the 
business of becoming a magician. Also, I’m pretty aware of what the latest resources are, so 
the information should be pretty darned current. 

I’ll share what books, videos and other resources I have found the most useful for me.  

Okay, here goes! 

Step 1 – Join an Online Magic Forum 

I recommend joining a magic forum immediately. Which one? Easy. The Magician’s Forum. Yes, 
there are others. But what sets TMF apart is their commitment to being respectful and – well – 
nice to everyone.  

I started out on another forum and there were quite a few trolls who liked to make people’s 
lives difficult and unpleasant. You won’t find any of that on the Magician’s Forum. What you 
WILL find are experience and knowledgeable people who really and truly WANT to help you. So 
if you haven’t done it already, set this aside and go to http://www.themagiciansforum.com/ 
right now and sign up. 

Step 2 – Your First Book and First Video 

Get some books and videos. My recommended method is to do this in two “tracks.”  

1. Start studying the mechanics of magic, which will ultimately take months and/or years 
to master. Once you do, you’ll be so glad you invested the time to learn “the hard stuff.” 
But this does take time. Let’s call this “track 1” learning. 

2. Start studying some easy stuff at the same time. Nothing keeps your motivation going 
like the feeling of success. Some of the best magic comes from years of practice, yes. 
But there are quite a few tricks that are easy to learn in just a few days. And while 
you’re putting in the time to learn the hard stuff, you can also be performing with the 
easy stuff. I’ll call this “track 2” learning. 

a. IMPORTANT – Never perform something in public that you have not practiced a 
lot. As I mentioned earlier, Rule #1 of magic is never to reveal the secrets to the 



public. You might not even INTEND to give away the secrets! One of the ways 
magicians can reveal secrets is by poor performance. 

Your First Video for Track 2 Learning 

Get a copy of a DVD called The Greatest Beginner Magic DVD Ever. You can get it from one of 
the best on-line magic shops on the internet, Penguin Magic. 

That DVD has a great mixture of terrific magic tricks that are super easy to learn and can give 
you and idea of what it’s like to perform in several different “categories” of magic - card tricks, 
coin tricks, stuff you can do with paper clips or at the dinner table with napkins and salt 
shakers, etc.  

TGBMDE can get you started pretty much immediately, since most of the tricks can be done 
without any difficult sleight of hand or tough maneuvers. That will give you some confidence 
and a bag of tricks you can start using right away while you start learning the more difficult (but 
also more impressive and rewarding) skills you’ll need to become a top-notch magician. 

 
Your First Book for Track 2 Learning 
 
For the same reasons I recommended the above DVD, I also recommend a book called Street 
Magic: Great Tricks and Close-Up Secrets Revealed, by Paul Zenon. These are mostly easy, but 
awesome tricks you can start doing right away. And again, this book has a variety of tricks to try 
out. 

Step 3 – Decide What Kind of Magic You Like Most  

Try out a bunch of the tricks from the above video and book, and then decide what kinds of 
tricks you like the best. This will help you decide where to start on learning the serious “Track 
1” learning and practice. 

For example, I loved coin magic from the very start. And card magic was a very close 2nd place. 
So I knew I wanted to be great at both.  

Now that you’ve got a taste for how to bring smiles to peoples’ faces with some simple magic, 
it’s time to get serious.  

As I said in Step 2 above, you should start studying the hard stuff alongside the easy stuff. Here 
are some excellent places to start for cards and coins. 



Your Second Video – This Will Be For Track 1 Learning (if 
you want to pursue coin magic) 
Modern Coin Magic – 4 DVD Set.  

This set is AMAZING and gives you video instruction for what is 
almost universally recommended as the first book to get on coin 
magic, which is J. B. Bobo’s Modern Coin Magic. This will teach you 
some really basic but important coin magic mechanics.  

The DVD set actually has several tricks from the greatly expanded 
version of the book, a hardback called J.B. Bobo’s New Modern Coin Magic.  

There are tons of people who swear they learn better by reading the books. I don’t know. I do 
like having the book to refer to. But for learning, nothing beats a video demonstration for me. I 
like to have both. In this case, you get to choose. 

Your Second Book – This Will Be for Track 1 Learning (if you are pursuing card 
magic) 

You will almost certainly want to learn at least SOME card magic. And I highly recommend 
starting with the Card College books, by Roberto Giobbi.  

The great thing about the first few “books” in this series is that you can get them as ebooks 
with video demonstrations of each move embedded! This is fantastic if, as I mentioned above, 
you like to learn from video.  

I recommend you start with Giobbi’s Introduction to Card Magic. Then 
when you’re done with that, move to Card College 1. There are 5 
volumes in the Card College series. I say start with Volume 1 and 
Volume 2. By then, you’ll be well on your way to having every skill you’ll 
need. If you are just loving card magic, go ahead and continue with the 
rest of the series.  

Additional Books and Videos 

Of course, the above suggestions are just to get you started. And picked 
the stuff for coins and cards. There are dozens – many dozens of other resources out there. 
Which ones you decide on will largely depend on the various types of magic you find most 
rewarding.  

I will list just a few of the books/videos that have made the most difference to me. 



For Coins 

There are, of course many MANY books and videos on coin magic. These are just the videos 
that made the most impact on me (in addition to than the above “first” ones I mentioned 
already).  

Expert Coin Magic Made Easy, by David Roth (3 DVD set) 
Metal, by Eric Jones 
Bachelor Coin Opener, by Kainoa Harbottle ($10 dollar video download) 
Revolutionary Coin Magic, by Jay Sankey 
 

For Cards 

Harry Lorayne’s Best Ever! Collection, by Harry Lorayne 
Paul Gertner LIVE Lecture (Instant download or DVD), by Paul Gertner 
Michael Vincent LIVE Lecture (Instant download or DVD), by Michael Vincent 
Roadrunner Cull, by Kostya Kimlat 

 

For Cups and Balls 

The Complete Cups and Balls, Vol 1 and 2, by Michael Ammar (DVDs) 
The Magic of Michael Ammar, by Michael Ammar (book) 
Mark James LIVE Lecture (I learned my Chop Cup routine from this. The lecture also has lots of 
other kind of magic), by Mark James (Instant Download) 

For General/All Around Magic 

The Tarbell Course in Magic (pdf download version) – This was originally a mail-order course 
started in the 1920s. Eventually, it was published as a set of books in 8 
volumes, with many different magicians contributing tricks. What’s 
great about Tarbell is that it has amazing instruction in every facet of 
magic you can think of. The link above is for a pdf of the original course. 
But as much of a fan as I am of immediate gratification, I never really 
got into Tarbell until I got the books. And then I read the entire series 
cover-to-cover! In this case, having the books beats the snot out of the 
pdf, in my opinion. You can find the books on eBay. That’s where I got 

mine. 



The Magic of Michael Ammar, by Michael Ammar (book) 
Mark Wilson Complete Course In Magic, by Mark Wilson (book) 
Magic: The Complete Course, by Joshua Jay (book) 

Some Free Resources 
 
Dan Watkins’ “Coinvanish.com” site – Not the most modern looking site or the easiest to 
navigate. But full of great advice and teachings on coin magic. Find the “Foundations” link on 
the home page and click that. You’ll have to enter a sort of password to get at some of the 
stuff. You have to know that the picture is of a hand doing a “backpalm.” ;-). 

Good Tricks – A site that teaches a lot of free magic tricks  

 
Step 4 – Join A Magic Club 

I highly recommend finding your local magic club and contacting them.  

International Brotherhood of Magicians (yes women are welcome too) - No matter where you 
are in the world, you’ll have an International Brotherhood of Magicians chapter (they are called 
“Rings”) near you. Check out their website here to find yours: https://www.magician.org/ 

Society of American Magicians – In the U.S. you probably can find a chapter (SAM calls them 
“Assemblies”) very close to where you live. To find your Assembly, check out the SAM website 
here: http://www.magicsam.com. You can find your local group by going to the About Us link 
and clicking “Find A Local Chapter” link. 

Other Magic Clubs/Societies – There are lots of other magic clubs out there that are probably 
specific to where you live. For example, even though I’m a member of I.B.M and SAM, I could 
also join The Texas Association of Magicians (TAOM), since I live in San Antonio. Chances are, 
your state or province or county, etc. has their own magic club. 

Why join a club? There are lots of benefits to membership in one or both of the big clubs (IBM 
or SAM).  

Probably the biggest benefit is the chance to meet and network with other magicians in your 
area. That will become really important as you gain skill and confidence and want to start 
performing. I’ve been able to attend shows by established magicians in my local area who have 
sort of taken me under their wing. That kind of mentorship is hard to come by. 



Another benefit of club membership is the magazines. I love getting my M.U.M. magazine from 
SAM and The Linking Ring magazine from I.B.M every month. I read them cover-to-cover. 

These clubs also give you the opportunity to perform every month for a group of magicians who 
will encourage you and give you a safe place to try out your stuff in front of people who aren’t 
your immediate friends and family – something that has been VERY helpful for me. 

 

STEP 5 – Understand Why Magic Works 
 
This may sound like a strange “step” in becoming a magician. But it may well be the “glue” that 
brings everything else together. 

The reason why magic tricks are so fascinating to spectators is that something that seems 
impossible actually happens right in front of them. But HOW do magic tricks DO that? 

There are whole books (lots of them, actually) devoted to this topic. My personal favorite is call 
Sleights of Mind, by Stephen Macknick and Susana Martinez-Conde. 

The key to all this is that the magic happens NOT in your hands as the magicians, but in the 
minds of your audience. There are specific reasons why things seem 
to disappear or appear out of thin air or change instantly from one 
thing to another. It’s all based on a combination of neurology and 
psychology. 

You can find the details in those books I mentioned. But the 
important thing about all this is that it gives you information about 
what a spectator will do and when.  

Here is one of my favorite examples. A common trick is to make a 
coin disappear by showing it in the right hand, apparently placing it 
into the left hand and closing the left hand into a fist. When you 
open your empty left hand to reveal that the coin has vanished, you 
can just about guarantee the spectator’s eyes will immediately shift 
from the empty left hand BACK to the right hand. There’s a moment of magic when they see 
the coin gone, because their brain THINKS it saw the coin go into the left hand, and now it has 
vanished. But then almost automatically, people will look back to the other hand, as if by 
instinct, driven to solve the mystery. You can take that to the bank. 



If you know someone is going to do that, then you can be prepared. Don’t try to make a trick 
out of just “making a coin disappear.” People will just think the coin is still in the original hand. 
So the trick will fall flat. 

What do you do instead? As soon as the coin has “vanished” so something, anything with the 
“dirty” hand (“dirty” is the term used to describe hiding something).  

One very common example when doing this for a child is to show the coin gone and then 
immediately reach behind the child’s ear and “produce” the coin there.  

Another great thing to do here is to reach for and pick up a magic wand with the dirty hand. In 
fact, this is the primary purpose of a wand! [Spoiler Alert – I’m about to reveal a magic secret. If 
you don’t want to know it, skip to the next paragraph] In your spectator’s mind, if you are 
picking something up with your dirty hand, there must not be a coin (or ball, etc.) in that hand. 
So the “heat is off.” It doesn’t seem to matter that it is totally reasonable to hold a coin AND 
pick up a wand. Logic doesn’t enter into this. It all happens at an unconscious level in the 
spectator’s mind. So you transfer (apparently) an object from one hand to the other and close 
the receiving hand. Then, with your receiving hand still closed in a fist, you reach for a wand 
with your dirty hand. Wave the wand over your closed fist and open it, revealing that the object 
has vanished. Boom! Magic has just happened for your audience. But if you skip the wand and 
simply show the coin gone, the magic will fizzle as everyone assumes the coin is still in your 
other hand. [end of spoiler]  

Another thing that spectators will do is follow your gaze. If you look at something, odds are very 
good they will too. This is something I often forget. I sometimes find myself looking at my 
spectator to WATCH where they are looking. Bad idea. I shouldn’t be looking at them. I should 
be looking where I want them to look. So if I apparently transfer a coin form my right hand to 
my left hand, I should follow the supposed path of the coin with my own eyes and head 
movement. I should look intently at my right hand first, where the coin is visible to everyone. 
Then I should move my gaze/head over to my left hand as the coin apparently goes in there. 
Then for a second, I should stare down at the closed left hand.  

It’s stuff like that you will need to understand in order to really make your magic pop. There are 
obviously many MANY more fun things to learn about what goes on in the mind of your 
audience. But those are some of the best examples. Check out Sleights of Mind for a fascinating 
look at this. Also, check out the Nova episode on PBS called Magic and The Brain. Neil deGrasse 
Tyson goes to Vegas to talk to some famous magicians about all this. Fascinating stuff. 

 



STEP 6 – Don’t Get Stuck in The “Trick Of The Week” Thing 
 
There are a LOT of magic products on the market. And it can be very tempting to “buy magic 
tricks.” But please, PLEASE do not do this. After you’ve been learning magic and gaining skill and 
experience for a while, you can revisit this idea and you’ll probably see what I mean.  

What I want you to avoid is relying on gimmicks and props that do the magic for you. First of all, 
it’s a lot easier to get caught by a spectator if you’re using some piece of equipment rather than 
skill. And secondly, you won’t get any better if you’re always relying on gimmicks. 

I am NOT saying there is no place for gaffs and gimmicks (“trick” or fake props) in magic. But I 
think it is much more important to have a good foundation in the basics BEFORE you look into 
using them in your magic. You’ll be a better magician for it in the end. I do use a few trick decks 
and coin gaffs now. But I didn’t start using them until I’d been studying and practicing magic for 
more than a year. 

Just Get Started 

Okay, now you have everything you need to get started on the road to becoming a magician. 
The world of magic is rewarding and wonderful. But it’s also filled with more guides, and 
courses, and thousands of tricks and videos and books. I don’t pretend that this little eBook is in 
any way comprehensive. But I’m super confident that it has enough information to get you well 
on your way. 

I will post lots of other stuff – from advice and tips to information on many more resources for 
learning magic, etc. on becomingamagician.com quite often. So, when you’re ready to dig 
deeper into magic, come visit us there. 

Now what are you waiting for? J. 

 


