
MASSACHUSETTS
(where faith-based agencies have been 
removed) LOST

2,000
FAMILIES
between 2014 and 2019.

14
STATES
AND D.C.

experienced a decline in the 
number of
foster homes
from 2018 to 2019.

The decrease in non-relative 
foster homes was as high as

49%.

A PROBLEM GETTING WORSE

30-50%
OF FOSTER PARENTS
LEAVE THE SYSTEM
EACH YEAR.

The odds they face aren’t 
good.20,000Each year, 

around 
kids age out of foster care 
without an adoptive home.

20%
WILL BE

 HOMELESS
AT AGE 18.

50%
WILL BE 

UNEMPLOYED
AT AGE 24.

97%
WILL 

NEVER GRADUATE
FROM COLLEGE.

View footnotes: https://s3.amazonaws.com/becketnewsite/Foster-
CareCrisisFaithBasedAgencies.pdf 
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1 �e AFCARS Report #24, U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau, https://perma.cc/55K7-WV8W.

2 �e AFCARS Report #26, U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau,  
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/�les/cb/afcarsreport26.pdf

3 Non-relative Foster Homes 2012-2019, Chronicle for Social Welfare, WHO CARES: A National Count of Foster Homes and Families, (April 28, 
2020), https://www.fostercarecapacity.com/data/non-relative-homes

4 Haskins, Kohomban, Rodriguez, “Keeping up with the caseload: How to recruit and retain foster parents,” Brookings Institute, April 24, 2019, 
https://perma.cc/Z4G7-65XA.

5 https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/04/13/foster-families-dcf-failing/1SlwDvK7MLDCyFaLVi9ZeP/story.html

6 �e AFCARS Report, U.S. Dep’t of Health & Human Services, Children’s Bureau, https://perma.cc/EJ5K-CBVY at 3.

7 Wayne Winston Sharp, �e Human, Social, And Economic Cost of Aging Out of Foster Care, Adoption Advocate, May 2015, at 4, 
https://perma.cc/KHP5-5YUZ.
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THE UNIQUE ROLE OF FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS

RELIGIOUS GROUPS
have cared for children and 
helped them find loving 
homes—often well before 
governments got involved.

THE HARM TO CHILDREN IF FAITH-BASED 
AGENCIES CLOSE IS REAL.

Faith-based agencies perform vital work.

Boston stopped partnering with faith-based providers in 2006. One year later, 
the percentage of children who aged out of the Massachusetts foster care 
system rose by over 50% and has not returned to pre-2006 levels.

2X
Christians are

MORE LIKELY 
TO ADOPT

3X
Christians are roughly

MORE LIKELY to have 
seriously considered 
FOSTERING

82%
of families in one study 
pointed to
FAITH OR CHURCH 
SUPPORT
as a factor that facilitates 
successful fostering.

IN 2011, 
Illinois passed a law 
ending its partnerships 
with faith-based 
agencies.

2.6

Families recruited 
through church or 
religious organizations
FOSTER

YEARS LONGER 
than other foster parents.

36%FOR OVER

200
YEARS 

Non-relative foster families:

BETWEEN 2012 AND 2019, 
 ILLINOIS LOST 5,352 FOSTER HOMES - 
the most significant decrease in any state 
that reported this data.

Faith-based agencies are crucial to finding homes and helping children. 
They serve children without regard to race, gender, or sexual orientation. Faith-based 
agencies work alongside secular and government agencies to recruit a diverse array of 
foster and adoptive parents.

of the families recruited by 
one Christian organization 
said they would not have 
become foster or adoptive 
parents were it not for that 
organization’s efforts.
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