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B e n c h m a r k  e d u c a t i o n  c o m p a n y

Skills and Strategies

Anchor Comprehension Strategies
•  Distinguish and evaluate fact  

and opinion
• Make judgments

Genre Study
• Recognize genre features
• Analyze genre texts
• Make text-to-text genre connections

Tier Two Vocabulary
• See book’s glossary

Word Study
• Prefixes

Fluency
• Read with dramatic expression

Writing
• Writer’s tools: Word choice
•  Write a book/movie review using writing-

process steps

Stuart Little 

Charlotte’s Web

Teacher’S Guide

Level T/44

Unit at a Glance

Day 1 Prepare to Read Day 4 Reread “Caught Up In A Web” and  
“A Well-Spun Yarn”*

Day 2 Read “A Two-Inch Hero!” and  
“A Cat-and-Mouse Tale”*

Day 5 Literature Circle Discussion/Reinforce 
Skills*

Day 3 Read “Caught Up In A Web” and 
“A Well-Spun Yarn”*

Days 6–15 Write a book/movie review using the 
writing-process steps on page 10

*While you are meeting with small groups, other students can:
• read independently from your classroom library
• reflect on their learning in reading response journals
• engage in literacy workstations

Genre: Book/Movie Reviews
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•  Ask students to turn to pages 5–7. Say: E. B. White 
was one of the best-loved authors of children’s books 
in the twentieth century. Read pages 5–7 to learn 
about his life and work.

•  Have a student read aloud the biographical 
information while others follow along.

•  Say: The stories White wrote for a niece in the 1930s 
were not published until the mid-1940s. What can 
you infer, or tell, from this? Allow responses. Prompt 
students to understand that White likely decided 
later on that the tales he wrote to amuse one child 
might also interest other children.

Introduce the Tools for Readers and Writers: Word Choice
• Read aloud “Word Choice” on page 4. 
•  Say: Good writers pick exact words to appeal to 

readers’ senses, feelings, and imaginations. These 
words also help readers understand the author’s 
views and experiences. Let’s practice identifying 
carefully-chosen words so we can notice them in  
the reviews we read.

•  Distribute BLM 1 (Word Choice). Read aloud  
sentence 1 with students.

•  Model Identifying Word Choice: The first sentence 
introduces us to the movie The Black Stallion. The 
words hair-raising adventure tell us that the 
story is exciting. Since the excitement begins in the 
opening scenes, the verb plunges is a better choice 
than takes. Plunges describes a sudden, heart-
stopping motion. It also suggests the way shipwreck 
victims might be thrown into the water. The word 
takes is much more general; it doesn’t create a vivid 
mental picture of the exciting, fast-moving action like 
plunges does.

•  Ask students to work with a partner or in small 
groups to identify the better word choice for each 
of the remaining sentences and complete three 
sentences with well-chosen words.

•  Bring the groups together to share their findings.
•  Ask the groups to read one of the sentences they 

completed. Use the examples to build students’ 
understanding of how and why writers choose 
specific words. Remind them that word choice helps 
create voice and affects how readers receive the 
author’s ideas.

•  Ask the groups to hand in their sentences. Transfer 
student-completed sentences to chart paper, title the 
page “Word Choice,” and post it as an anchor chart 
in your classroom.

Prepare to Read
Build Genre Background
•  Write the word genre on chart paper. Ask: Who 

can explain what the word genre means? Allow 
responses. Say: The word genre means “a kind of 
something.” Comedians and singers are two kinds 
of entertainers, but each entertains in a different 
way and for different purposes. In the same way, 
different kinds, or genres, of literature have unique 
characteristics. As readers, we identify and think 
about the genre to help us comprehend. Recognizing 
the genre helps us anticipate what the writing will 
contain or what we will learn. As writers, we use our 
knowledge of genre to help us develop and organize 
our ideas. 

•  Ask: Who can name some literary genres? Let’s make 
a list. Allow responses. Post the list on the classroom 
wall as an anchor chart.

•  Draw a concept web on chart paper or the chalk-
board. Write Reviews in the center circle of the web. 

•  Say: Reviews are one example of a literary genre. 
Think of any reviews you know. How would you 
define what a review is? 

•  Turn and Talk. Ask students to turn and talk to a 
classmate and jot down any features of a review they 
can think of. Then bring students together and ask 
them to share their ideas. Record them on the group 
web. Reinforce the concept that all reviews have 
certain common features.

Introduce the Book
•  Distribute a copy of the book to each student. Read 

the title aloud. Ask students to tell what they see on 
the cover and table of contents.

•  Ask students to turn to pages 2–3. Say: This week 
we are going to read reviews that will help us learn 
about this genre. First we’re going to focus on this 
genre as readers. Then we’re going to study reviews 
from a writer’s perspective. Our goal this week is to 
really understand this genre.

•  Ask a student to read aloud the text on pages 2–3 
while others follow along. Invite a different student 
to read the web on page 3.

•  Point to your Reviews web on chart paper. Say: Let’s 
compare our initial ideas about reviews with what 
we just read. What new features of this genre did 
you learn? Allow responses. Add new information  
to the class web. 

•  Post this chart in your classroom during your reviews 
unit. Say: As we read reviews this week, we will 
come back to this anchor chart. We will look for how 
these features appear in each review we read.

Day 1
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Reflect and Review 
•  Turn and Talk. Write one or more of the following 

questions on chart paper. 
  What is a literary genre, and how can understanding 

genres help readers and writers?
  What did you learn today about the review genre?
  How can a writer use word choice to communicate 

his or her ideas to readers?
  Ask partners or small groups to discuss their ideas 

and report them back to the whole group as a way 
to summarize the day’s learning. 

Management Tips
•  Throughout the week, you may wish to use 

some of the Reflect and Review questions as 
prompts for reader response journal entries in 
addition to Turn and Talk activities.

•  Have students create genre folders. Keep 
blackline masters, notes, small-group writing, 
and checklists in the folders.

•  Create anchor charts by writing whole-group 
discussion notes and mini-lessons on chart 
paper. Hang charts in the room where students 
can see them.

Before Reading
Introduce “A Two-Inch Hero!” and “A Cat-and-Mouse 
Tale” 
•  Reread the Reviews anchor chart to review the 

features of a book/movie review.
•  Ask students to turn to pages 8 and 12. Ask: 

Based on the titles and graphics, what do you 
predict these reviews might be about?

•  Invite students to scan the text and look for the 
boldfaced words (protagonist, forbidding, 
magnificent, cooperate, collaborates, 
irrationally). Say: As you read, pay attention to 
these words. Try to use clues in the surround ing 
text to help you define them. We’ll come back  
to these words after we read.

Set a Purpose for Reading
•  Ask students to read the reviews, focusing on 

the genre elements on their anchor chart and 
examples of well-chosen words.

Read the Stuart Little Reviews
•  Place students in groups based on their reading 

levels. Ask them to read the reviews silently, 
whisper-read, or read with a partner. 

•  Confer with students to monitor their under-
stand ing of the text.

Management Tip
Ask students to place self-stick notes in the 
margins where they notice examples of 
careful word choice or features of the genre.

After Reading
Build Comprehension: Evaluate Fact and Opinion
•  Lead a discussion using the questions on page 16. 

Then, model how to evaluate facts and opinions 
in a review.

•  Explain: A review includes facts about the book 
or movie. For example, in “A Cat-and-Mouse 
Tale,” the reviewer explains that Rob Minkoff 
directed the movie in 1999. This is a fact; it can 
be proven true. A review also includes opinions. 
Saying that the movie is “a good, entertaining 
adventure for the whole family” is an opinion. 
The reviewer can offer evidence to support this 
opinion, but the statement cannot be proven 
true. Readers need to be able to distinguish  
a fact from an opinion in a review in order to 
decide whether they agree with the reviewer.

•  Distribute copies of BLM 2 (Evaluate Fact and 
Opinion) and/or draw a chart like the one below.

Day 2

Name  Date
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Word Choice
Directions: Read each sentence. Underline the word choice in parentheses ( ) that 
creates a specific image or mood or that appeals to one of the senses.

  1.	 	In	its	opening	scenes,	the	movie	The Black Stallion	(takes,	
plunges)	viewers	into	a	hair-raising	adventure.

  2.	 	A	howling	gale	(batters,	hits)	and	sinks	a	passenger	ship	at	sea.

  3.	 	A	(desperate,	worried)	boy	grabs	the	rope	trailed	by	a	stallion.

  4.	 	In	fact,	the	(good	horse,	magnificent	stallion)	saves	the	boy’s	life.

  5.	 	This	unlikely	pair	finds	themselves	living	on	a	(desolate,	weird)	
island.

  6.	 	The	boy	is	(interested	in,	dazzled	by)	the	seemingly	untamed	
horse.

  7.	 	He	collects	and	dries	(ocean	plants,	strings	of	seaweed)	to	make	
a	kind	of	fodder.

  8.	 	By	creating	usable	food,	the	boy	(helps,	rescues)	the	horse	from	
starvation.

  9.	 	This	movie	is	(nice	to	look	at,	a	feast	for	the	eyes),	with	its	stunning	
camera	work.

Directions: Complete each sentence by choosing words that paint a specific and 
vivid picture of the scene.

10.		The	house	on	the	hill	appeared		 .
	 Possible	answer:	deserted	and	forlorn	

11.		The	green	slope	was		 .	
	 Possible	answer:	dotted	with	purple	and	gold	wildflowers	

12.		One	puppy	had		 .	
	 	Possible	answer:	squirmed	out	of	the	box	and	was	whimpering	on	the	cold		

floor
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Focus on Vocabulary: Prefixes
•  Explain/Model. Read aloud “Prefixes” on page 4. 

Say: Prefixes are groups of letters at the beginning 
of a base or root word that add to its meaning. 
Prefixes allow writers to convey meaning in fewer 
words. The word illegible is made by joining the 
prefix il- (meaning “not”) and the word legible 
(meaning “able to be read”). The word illegible  
is a more effective, efficient word choice than “not 
able to be read.” Knowing the meanings of prefixes 
often help readers figure out new words. 

•  Practice. Ask students to suggest some other  
prefixes and example words, such as in-/innocent,  
non-/nonfat, pre-/preview, and im-/immobile.  
List the prefixes and words on the board. 

•  Say: Let’s find the boldfaced words in these reviews. 
What can you do if you don’t know what these 
words mean? You can look for clues in the text or in 
the word to help you define it. One “in the word” 
strategy is to look for a prefix and a root or base 
word and put their meanings together.

•  Have partners complete the “Focus on Words” 
activity on page 17 using BLM 3. They should look 
at the meanings of the prefix and base word in to 
figure out the meaning of each word.

•  Transfer Through Oral Language. Challenge 
individual students to use each target word in a 
sentence that gives context clues to the word’s 
definition. Ask the class to identify the target word  
in each sentence, the word’s prefix and base word, 
and the context clues that help define the word.

•  Ask students to save their work in their genre studies 
folders to continue on Days 3 and 4.

Page Word Part of 
Speech

Prefix 
and Its 
Meaning

How Prefix Changes 
the Meaning of the 
Base or Root Word

9 protagonist noun prot(os)-, 
“first” 

shows primary 
importance of the 
agonist (“contender”)

11 forbidding adjective for-, “away, 
off” 

specifies that someone 
is bid (“ordered”) away

11 magnificent adjective magni-, 
“large, 
great”

adds dimension of 
greatness to what is 
made (-ficus)

13 cooperate verb co-, “with, 
together”

makes clear that the 
action was done by two 
or more together

14 collaborates verb col-, “with, 
together”

makes clear that labor 
was done with another

14 irrationally adverb ir-, “not” reverses meaning to 
“not in a logical way”

Reflect and Review 

Day 2 (cont.)

Facts Evidence Opinions Evidence

A 
Two-
Inch 
Hero!

Stuart Little 
was published 
in 1945.

can be 
proven 

Some parts 
. . . are very 
funny.

very funny

Stuart Little 
is the story of 
someone on a 
quest.

can be 
proven

Stuart is a 
magnificent 
character.

magnificent

A Cat-
and- 
Mouse 
Tale

Nathan Lane 
played the part 
of Snowbell. 

can be 
proven 

The acting is 
first-rate. 

first-rate

This movie 
veers away 
from the book. 

can be 
proven 

It’s fun to 
look at.

fun

•  Model: In the movie review “A Cat-and-Mouse 
Tale,” the author says that the end of the movie 
is action packed. This is a fact that I can prove by 
watching the ending and noticing how much is 
devoted to action scenes. The reviewer also says 
Snowbell is hilarious as the cat who doesn’t know 
what to do. I know this is an opinion because 
it contains the descriptive word hilarious. This 
statement tells what the critic feels or believes,  
which cannot be proven. Evaluating facts and 
opinions helps me decide whether to accept the 
reviewer’s judgments of the book or movie.

•  Guide Practice. Have students evaluate other 
facts and opinions in the reviews. Point out that 
some sentences combine fact and opinion, such as, 
“Michael J. Fox is the wonderful voice behind Stuart 
Little.” Ask students how facts and opinions work 
together to create an effective review. 

•  Students keep BLM 2 in their genre studies folders.

Practice Text Comprehension Strategies for ELA 
Assessment
•  Remind students that when they answer questions 

on standardized assessments, they must be able 
to support their answers with facts or clues and 
evidence directly from the text.

•  Use the Comprehension Question Card to practice 
answering text-dependent questions. 

•  Say: Today we will answer Find It! questions.  
The answer to a Find It! question is in one place  
in the text.

•  Model. Read the first Find It! question. Say: When 
I read the question, I look for important words that 
tell me what to look for in the book. I’m looking for 
the words Dr. Paul Carey and owns. On page 9,  
I read “. . . Stuart befriends Dr. Paul Carey. This 
dentist owns a miniature boat. . . .” These sentences 
answer the question.

•  Guide Practice. Use the Power Tool Flip Chart to 
help you develop other Find It! questions.
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•  Turn and Talk. Ask partners or small groups to 
reread the “Features of a Book/Movie Review” web 
on page 3 and decide whether all of these features 
are present in “A Two-Inch Hero!” and “A Cat-and-
Mouse Tale.” Ask groups to share and support their 
findings.

Fluency: Read with Dramatic Expression
•  You may wish to have students reread the reviews 

with a partner during independent reading 
time. Have them focus on reading with dramatic 
expression to reflect the feelings of the reviewer or 
the mood of the description. Ask students to read 
the fourth paragraph on page 9 to express a curious, 
wondering mood and the last paragraph on page 9 
to express the reviewer’s amusement. Encourage 
them to discuss what the writer finds dramatic and 
to express that sense of drama in their reading.

Note Regarding This Teacher’s Guide
Each book provides an opportunity 
for students to focus on an additional 
comprehension strategy that is typically 
assessed on state standards. The strategy 
is introduced on page 4 (the third item in 
the “Tools for Readers and Writers” section) 
with text-specific follow-up questions found 
on the Reread pages. Some Reread sections 
also introduce an advanced language arts 
concept or comprehension strategy, such 
as protagonist/antagonist, perspective, or 
subtitles, because students at this level 
should be able to consider more than 
one comprehension strategy per text.

Before Reading
Introduce “Caught Up In A Web” and “A Well-Spun Yarn” 
•  Ask students to turn to pages 18 and 22. Say: 

These reviews are written in a different format 
from the other reviews we read. Notice the notes 
in the margins. First, we will read to understand 
the reviews, focusing on the writer’s judgments 
and word choice. Tomorrow, we will read these 
reviews like a writer and think about how the 
notes can help us write our own reviews. 

•  Say: Let’s look at the titles and graphics in  
these reviews. What do you predict they might  
be about? 

•  Ask students to scan the text and look for 
the boldfaced words (beloved, sympathy, 
circulates, afterward, benevolent, dialogue). 
Ask: What do you notice about these words?  
(All of these words have prefixes.)

•  Say: As you read, try to figure out the meanings 
of these words. Identify the prefix and root or 
base word in each boldfaced word. After we read, 
we will talk about how you used your knowledge 
of the word parts to understand the words.

Set a Purpose for Reading
•  Ask students to read the reviews, focusing on 

how the author evaluates the strengths and 
weaknesses of the book and movie. Encourage 
them to notice the author’s skill in choosing just 
the right words.

Read the Charlotte’s Web 
Reviews
•  Place students in groups based on their reading 

levels. Ask them to read the reviews silently, 
whisper-read, or read with a partner. 

•  Confer briefly with individual students to 
monitor their use of fix-up strategies and their 
understanding of the text.

After Reading
Build Comprehension: Evaluate Fact and Opinion
•  Say: Today’s reviews contain facts and opinions. 

How can you tell which statements are facts? 
What evidence do you use to determine which 
statements are opinions? Record responses on a 
whole-group chart like the one below.

•  Discuss Facts and Opinions Across Texts. Lead 
a discussion using the following questions: How do 
the author’s views of the two movies differ from 
her views of the two books? Which medium does 
the author seem to prefer? How do you know? 
Which reviews express more negative opinions? 
Which express more positive opinions? How does 
the author use facts to back up her opinions in 

Day 3
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Focus on Vocabulary: Prefixes
•  Ask students to work with a partner to complete the 

“Focus on Words” activity on page 27 using BLM 3.
•  Transfer Through Oral Language. Invite pairs  

of students to tell about a favorite book or movie 
using as many target words as possible. Then ask 
each student to summarize his or her partner’s views 
about the movie or book described. 

Page Word Part of 
Speech

Prefix 
and Its 
Meaning

How Prefix Changes 
the Meaning of the 
Base or Root Word

19 beloved adjective be-, “to 
a great 
degree”

increases intensity of the 
base word (love)

19 sympathy noun syn-, 
“with, 
together” 

shows that one is 
suffering with another

20 circulates verb circu-, 
“around”

verb suffix -ate means “to 
make,” so word indicates 
making your way around

20 afterward adverb after-, 
“following 
in time or 
place”

suffix -ward indicates 
direction, but word 
means following in time

24 benevolent adjective bene-, 
“well, 
good”

adds adverbial meaning 
“well” to verb velle, “to 
wish”

24 dialogue noun dia-, 
“across”

adds dimension of two-
way  communication 
between two or more 
people to Greek word 
legein, “to speak”

Reflect and Review 
•  Turn and Talk. Ask partners or small groups to 

discuss the following questions and report their ideas 
to the whole group: Do you think reading a book 
and watching a movie based on a book are similar 
experiences or very different experiences? Explain 
why you think so. Think of a book and a movie based 
on that book that you have read and seen. Which did 
you like better? Why?

Fluency: Read with Dramatic Expression
•  Have partners reread the reviews, focusing on 

reading with dramatic expression to show the mood 
of a passage. Ask students to use tone, pacing, 
pauses, inflection, and phrasing as well as facial 
expression and body language for dramatic effect.

Day 3 (cont.)
the reviews? Where has the author chosen words 
with great care? How do these examples of careful 
word choice help you better understand the author’s 
views, the books, or the movies?

Facts Evidence Opinions Evidence

Caught 
Up In A 
Web

The tale of 
Wilbur and 
Charlotte has 
never been 
out of print 
since 1952.

can be 
proven 

It was 
sickening to 
hear how 
Charlotte gets 
her food.

sickening

The book 
begins when 
a runty pig is 
about to be 
killed.

can be 
proven

My big disap-
pointment was 
with Fern.

disap-
pointment

A Well-
Spun 
Tale

This movie 
was produced 
in 2006. 

can be 
proven 

Winick 
gets a great 
performance 
out of Dakota 
Fanning. 

great

The animal 
shots are 
enhanced  
with computer 
animation. 

can be 
proven 

Winick smartly 
hired famous 
actors to be 
the voices of 
the animals, 
and they were 
terrific. 

smartly, 
terrific

Practice Text Comprehension Strategies for ELA 
Assessment 
•  Use the Comprehension Question Card to practice 

answering text-dependent questions.
•  Say: Today we will learn how to answer Look Closer! 

questions. The answer to a Look Closer! question is in 
the book. You have to look in more than one place. 
You find the different parts of the answer. Then you 
put the parts together to answer the question.

•  Model. Read the first Look Closer! question. Say: 
This question asks me to identify cause and effect.  
I know because it has the clue word why. Now I 
need to look for other important information to  
find in the book. What information do you think  
will help me? Allow responses. Say: Yes, I’m looking 
for the reasons Wilbur becomes famous in the book. 
On page 20, I learn that the Arables and Zuckermans 
read the words in Charlotte’s web, news circulates 
quickly through the town, and everyone thinks a 
miracle has occurred. Then, Wilbur becomes famous. 
The first three events caused the fourth event. I have 
found the answer in the book. I looked in several 
sentences to find the answer. 

•  Guide Practice. Use the Power Tool Flip Chart to 
help you develop other Look Closer! questions. 
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Before Reading
Set a Purpose for Rereading
•  Have students turn to pages 18 and 22. Say: Until 

now, we have been thinking about reviews from the 
perspective of the reader. Learning the features of 
reviews has helped us be critical readers. Now we 
are going to put on a different hat. We are going 
to reread “Caught Up In A Web” and “A Well-Spun 
Yarn” and think like writers. We’re going to pay 
attention to the annotations in the margins. These 
annotations will help us understand what the author 
did and why she did it. 

Reread “Caught Up In A Web” 
and “A Well-Spun Yarn”
•  Place students in groups based on their reading 

levels. Ask them to reread the reviews silently or 
whisper-read. 

•  Confer briefly with individual students to monitor 
their use of fix-up strategies and their understanding 
of the text and annotations.

After Reading
Analyze the Mentor Text
•  Explain to students that the texts they have just read 

are mentor texts. A mentor text is a text that teaches. 
This text is designed to help them understand what 
writers do to write a review and why they do it.

•  Read and discuss each mentor annotation with 
students. Encourage them to comment on the 
writer’s style, word choice, plot summary, and 
evaluation of strengths and weaknesses.

Practice Text Comprehension Strategies for ELA Assessment 
•  Use the Comprehension Question Card with small 

groups of students to practice answering text-
dependent questions.

•  Say: Today I will help you learn how to answer  
Prove It! questions. The answer to a Prove It! 
question is not stated in the book. You have to  
look for clues and evidence to prove the answer.

•  Model. Read the first Prove It! question. Say: I will 
show you how I answer a Prove It! question. This 
question asks me to identify the main idea. I know 
because I must figure out what a paragraph is mostly 
about. Now I need to look for other important 
information in the question. What information do  
you think will help me? Allow responses. Say: Yes,  
I need to reread the fourth paragraph on page 19.  
I read that Charlotte is more than just a spider. She is 
a genius. She singlehandedly hatches a great plan to 
save Wilbur. The paragraph is mostly about how smart 
Charlotte is. I have located the evidence I need.

•  Guide Practice. Use the Power Tool Flip Chart to 
help you develop other Prove It! questions.

Analyze the Writer’s Craft
•  Ask students to turn to page 28. Explain: Over 

the next few days, you will have the opportunity 
to write your own reviews. First, let’s think about 
how the author wrote “Caught Up In A Web” 
and “A Well-Spun Yarn.” When she developed 
these reviews, she followed certain steps. You 
can follow these same steps to write your own 
reviews.

•  Read steps 1 and 2. Say: The first thing you’ll do 
is choose a book and a movie based on the book 
to write about. Then you’ll identify the audience 
that would be interested in the book and movie. 
The reviews we read focused on books and 
movies that students your age might enjoy. Who 
would be the audience for your book and movie? 
Let’s make lists of books and movies made from 
the books and the kinds of people who might 
like them. Allow responses. Write down students’ 
ideas on chart paper.

•  Read step 3. Say: In the reviews we read, the 
author summarized the plots. A plot summary 
briefly states what the book or movie is about 
and describes the important characters. What 
details would you include in brief summaries  
of your book and movie? Remember, you don’t 
want to tell too much or give away surprise 
elements of the plot. Allow responses. Write 
down students’ ideas on chart paper.

•  Read steps 4 and 5. Say: The main part of a 
review consists of judgments backed up by 
supporting details from the work. For example, 
the author says that Dakota Fanning gives a 
great performance as Fern in Charlotte’s Web 
and supports this opinion by describing how 
she played the character. When you write 
your reviews, think about the book or movie’s 
strengths and weaknesses and what details 
you can use to support your judgments. What 
judgments will you include in your reviews? 
Choose a book, its movie version, and summaries 
the class has brainstormed, and work as a group 
to write lists of strengths and weaknesses with 
supporting evidence and conclusions that state 
the group’s thoughts about the book and movie.

Build Comprehension: Make Judgments
•  Explain. As we have learned, authors who write 

reviews make judgments about books they have 
read or movies they have viewed and support 
their judgments with facts and details. Readers 
can then evaluate the information and decide 
whether they agree with the author’s judgment. 

•  Model. In the Stuart Little book review, the 
author says that some of the supposedly scary 
scenes in the book weren’t all that forbidding.  
As supporting evidence, she mentions the scenes 

Day 4
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Analyze & Synthesize
Practice Text Comprehension Strategies for ELA Assessment 
•  Use the Comprehension Question Card with small 

groups of students to practice answering text-
dependent questions. 

•  Say: Today I will help you learn how to answer 
Take It Apart! questions. To figure out the answer 
to a Take It Apart! question, you must think like the 
author.

•  Model. Read the first Take It Apart! question. Say: 
This question asks me to evaluate the author’s 
purpose. I know because I must figure out why the 
reviewer included a specific sentence. Now I need 
to look for other important information in the 
question. What information do you think will help 
me? Allow responses. Say: Yes, I need to reread the 
first sentence in the last paragraph on page 21. The 
reviewer states that the ending is tough for young 
children. I think she wants to warn readers that 
young children might find the ending of the book 
too sad. By thinking like the author, I figured out  
the answer.

•  Guide Practice. Use the Power Tool Flip Chart to 
help you develop other Take It Apart! questions. 

Summarize & Make Connections Across Texts
•  Engage students in a discussion about the four 

reviews in this book. Invite a different student to 
summarize each review. Encourage other students  
to add their ideas and details.

•  Ask students to turn to the inside back cover of the 
book. Say: Good readers think about how literary 
works are related. We know, for example, that all 
of these reviews share certain features. They all give 
information about who wrote the book or made the 
movie. They all include a summary of the book’s or 
movie’s plot. What else do they have in common? 
Allow responses. Say: Today we will think about the 
reviewer’s judgments. Then we will think about our 
own judgments and evidence for those judgments.

•  Ask students to work individually or in small groups 
to complete BLM 4 (Make Connections Across Texts). 

•  Class Discussion or Literature Circles. Facilitate a 
whole-class discussion or keep students in their small 
groups for a literature circle discussion. If you choose 
to conduct literature circles, share the rules for good 
discussion below. Each group should discuss and be 
prepared to share its ideas about the following. 
Which reviews had the most similar opinions? How 
were they alike? 
Do you think the reviewer supported her opinions 
with enough facts and evidence? Why or why not? 
Which review do you find most persuasive? Why?

•  Tell students that at the end of their discussion, you 
will ask them to share the important text-to-text, 
text-to-world, and text-to-self connections they  
have made.

in which Stuart gets locked in the refrigerator, pilots 
a boat, and almost gets into a car accident. She then 
states that she wasn’t frightened for him because she 
knew that Stuart was going to be all right every time. 
I cannot agree with the author’s judgment here. Lots 
of kids’ books have tense scenes that turn out okay, 
but I still experience the characters’ emotional ups 
and downs. Plus, without specific descriptions, I can’t 
really evaluate the “scariness” factor based on this 
comment alone.

•  Guide Practice. Invite students to work in small 
groups to find at least one judgment the author 
makes in each of the four reviews in the book and 
identify facts that support each judgment. Ask the 
groups to share and discuss whether they agree or 
disagree with the author’s judgments and why.

Reflect and Review 
•  Ask and discuss the following questions.  

How is thinking about a review as a reader different 
from thinking about it as a writer? How is it similar? 
What new words have you added to your vocabulary 
this week? Which is your favorite? 
With which reviews in this book do you most agree? 
Why? With which do you least agree? Why? 
How can you use prefixes and effective word choice 
as a writer? 

Fluency: Read with Dramatic Expression
•  You may wish to have students reread the reviews 

with a partner during independent reading time. 
Have them focus on reading with dramatic expression 
to reflect the mood of the passage or the way they 
think the author would speak. Read pages 24 and 25 
aloud in a monotone, with no facial expressions or 
body language. Ask students what is wrong with this 
reading. Then invite partners to take turns reading 
this passage to one another, using tone, inflection, 
pace, and volume as well as facial expression and 
body language to communicate the feelings behind 
the words.

Day 4 (cont.) Day 5
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•  If a team completes all of these tasks correctly, it 
receives a point. The team can continue offering  
new words with the same prefix for additional 
points.

•  Play moves to the next team. The team with the  
most points when all the words are used wins.

Reread for Fluency: Oral Reading Performance
•  Discuss with students the descriptions in the plot 

summaries in the reviews they have read. What 
feelings do the descriptions suggest?

•  Say: The content of a description contains clues 
to the author’s feelings. For example, in “A Well-
Spun Yarn,” the author describes the birth of 
piglets, which Fern observes, as a miracle. This 
tells us the author feels awed by the event and 
would say this paragraph in a quiet, respectful, 
but suspenseful tone. When you read the reviews 
aloud, you can demonstrate your understanding 
of the author’s feelings through your expression. 
This helps your listeners appreciate the reviews 
more and better understand the author’s ideas 
and views.

•  Invite individual students to read the first four 
paragraphs of “A Two-Inch Hero!” or “Caught 
Up In A Web” with expression that helps listeners 
understand the author’s feelings.

•  Encourage students to have fun with their 
readings and to make them as dramatic as 
possible.

•  As a whole class, discuss each reader’s 
interpretation. Think about alternate ways to 
interpret the emotions.

Review Writer’s Tools: Word Choice
•  Ask students to look for other examples of well-

chosen words in titles from your classroom library 
or the school’s library. Each student should select 
one title at his or her independent reading level. 
Ask students to read pages specifically to find an 
example of effective word choice.

•  Invite students to share their examples with the 
class. Encourage students to discuss how the 
specific, careful choice of just the right word helps 
readers understand the author’s point of view 
and experience or “see” the images as the author 
did. Point out that all authors choose words, but 
the skill and effectiveness of their choices varies 
widely. 

•  While each small group of students discusses the 
book, confer with individual or small groups of 
students. You may wish to revisit elements of the 
genre, take running records, or model fluent reading 
skills.

Directions: Use the chart to compare and contrast the author’s judgments with yours.

Cynthia 
Swain’s 
Judgment

My Judgment 
(Possible Answers)

Evidence 
(Possible Answers)

Stuart Little 
(book)

The book sounds 
out of date. The plot 
has loose ends. Some 
parts are humorous. 
Stuart’s character 
is great.

The book makes huge 
demands on the reader’s 
imagination, but it is 
charming and enjoyable.

Accepting a two-inch 
hero is a challenge, but a 
quest is a universal theme 
everyone can relate to, 
and how could you not 
like Stuart? 

Stuart Little 
(movie)

The film has little in 
common with the 
book, but it is a fun 
romp in its own right, 
with fine technical 
work and great 
performances.

This story drew me in 
with its exciting plot 
development and hilarious 
animal characters, such 
as Snowbell.

George and Snowbell 
have bigger parts than 
they do in the book. 
Snowbell is a master of 
one-liners. A scam and a 
diabolical plan to get rid 
of Stuart create lots of 
changing action.

Charlotte’s 
Web 
(book)

This beloved book is 
a children’s classic. 
Wilbur and Charlotte 
are wonderful 
characters. The 
ending, though sad, is 
very rewarding.

This book teaches 
valuable lessons about 
life and relationships 
through the story of a 
great friendship.

Charlotte is a loving, 
selfless friend to Wilbur. 
Wilbur learns to stand 
up to a tough challenge 
and be a loyal friend. The 
ending is very sad, but its 
final word is about the 
miracle of life.

Rules for Good Discussion
•  Pay attention to the person who is talking 

and do not interrupt him or her.

•  Think about what others are saying so you 
can respond and add to their ideas.

•  Allow and encourage everyone in the group 
to speak.

• Be respectful of everyone’s ideas.

Reinforce Skills
If time permits, choose from the following activities to 
reinforce vocabulary and fluency.

Reinforce Vocabulary: Team Word-Building
•  Place students in groups of three. The first group 

member writes a word from the glossary on the 
board and underlines the prefix. The second member 
identifies the prefix and tells its meaning. The third 
member writes a new word using that prefix, reads 
the word, and gives its meaning. For example, a team 
that gets the word dialogue must identify the prefix 
dia-, meaning “across,” and then might list the word 
diameter.

Day 5 (cont.)
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Write a Review
•  Use the suggested daily schedule to guide 

students through the writing-process steps. Allow 
approximately 45 to 60 minutes per day. As students 
work independently, circulate around the room and 
monitor student progress. Confer with individual 
students to discuss their ideas and help them move 
forward. Use the explicit mini-lessons, conferencing 
strategies, and assessment rubrics in Using Genre 
Models to Teach Writing for additional support.

•  Before students begin planning their reviews, pass 
out copies of BLM 5 (Book/Movie Review Checklist). 
Review the characteristics and conventions of writing 
that will be assessed. Tell students that they will use 
this checklist when they complete their drafts.

•  This daily plan incorporates the generally accepted 
six traits of writing as they pertain to book/movie 
reviews.

Days 6–7: Plan 
•  Ask students to use BLM 6 (Book/Movie Review 

Planning Guide) to brainstorm the opinions and 
evidence for their reviews.

•  Encourage students to refer to the “Features of a 
Book/Movie Review” web on page 3 and to the steps 
in “The Writer’s Craft” on pages 28–31 of the book.

•  Confer with individual students and focus on their 
ideas. Did students begin their reviews with definite 
opinions in mind? Did they support their opinions 
with evidence?

Days 8–9: Draft 
•  Tell students that they will be using their completed 

Book/Movie Review Planning Guides to begin 
drafting their reviews. 

•  Say: Remember that when writers draft their ideas, 
they focus on getting their ideas on paper. They can 
cross things out. They can make mistakes in spelling. 
What’s important is to focus on developing your 
opinions and evidence. You will have an opportunity 
to make corrections and improvements later.

•  Confer with students as they complete their drafts. 
Use the checklist to draw students’ attention to 
characteristics of the book/movie review genre that 
they may have overlooked. Focus on how students 
have organized their ideas and the voice of the 
writer. Did students give information about the book 
and author early in the review? Did they include a 
plot summary, without giving too much of the plot 
away? Does the review have a strong voice? Will the 
voice keep readers interested?

• Pair students for peer conferencing.

Days 10–11: Edit and Revise 
•  Based on your observations of students’ writing, 

select appropriate mini-lessons from Using Genre 
Models to Teach Writing.

•  Remind students to use the Review Checklist as they 
edit and revise their reviews independently.

•  Confer with students focusing on sentence fluency, 
word choice, and conventions. Did students include 
both long and short sentences? Do the sentences 
read smoothly? Have students used interesting 
words and phrases? Did they choose words that are 
specific, appropriate, and expressive? Did they use 
appropriate spelling, punctuation, and grammar?

•  You may want students to continue their editing and 
revision at home.

Days 12–13: Create Final Draft and Illustrations 
•  Ask students to rewrite or type a final draft of their 

reviews.
•  Invite students to illustrate their final drafts with one 

or more drawings that depict specific characters or 
events in the book or movie they reviewed.

•  Confer with students about their publishing plans 
and deadlines.

Days 14–15: Publish and Share
•  Explain: Authors work long and hard to develop 

their works. You have worked very hard. And one 
of the great joys of writing is when you can share 
it with others. Authors do this in many ways. They 
publish their books so that people can buy them. 
They make their work available on the Internet.  
They hold readings. We can share our writing, too.

•  Use one or more of the ideas below for sharing 
students’ work:

  Make a class display of students’ completed reviews.
  Hold a class reading in which students can read their 

reviews to one another and/or to parents.
  Create a binder of all the reviews and loan it to the 

library so that other students can read them.
  Create a binder of all the reviews for your classroom 

library.

Days 6–15

Name  Date

Reviews of Two e. B. whiTe Books and TheiR Movie veRsions ©2011 Benchmark Education Company, LLCBLM 5

Title:  

 Features of the Genre Checklist Yes No
1.	My	review	title	is	catchy	and	hints	at	my	opinion.	 	 
2.		My	review	gives	title	and	author	information		

	for	the	book.		 	 
3.	My	review	identifies	people	who	made	the	movie.	 	 
4.		My	review	evaluates	the	book	and	movie,	identifying		

	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	each.	 	 
5.	My	review	includes	my	judgments	about	the	book	and	movie.		 	 
6.	My	review	compares	the	book	and	movie.		 	 
7.	My	review	includes	a	summary.	 	 
8.	My	review	identifies	the	intended	audience.	 	 
9.	My	review	shows	my	voice.	 	 

Quality Writing Checklist Yes No 
I		looked	for	and	corrected	.	.	.

•	run-on	sentences	 	 
•	sentence	fragments	 	 
•	subject/verb	agreement	 	 
•	correct	verb	tense		 	 
•	punctuation	 	 
•	capitalization 	 
•	spelling	 	 
•	indented	paragraphs	 	 

Book/Movie Review Checklist

Name  Date

Reviews of Two e. B. whiTe Books and TheiR Movie veRsions ©2011 Benchmark Education Company, LLCBLM 6

Book/Movie Review Planning Guide
Directions: Use the steps below to plan your own book/movie review.

1.	Choose	a	book	and	a	movie	based	on	the	book.
	 Title	and	author	of	book:	
	 Title	and	director	of	movie:	

2.	Identify	the	audience	for	the	reviews.	

3.	Provide	a	brief	summary.	
	 	
	 	
	 	

4.	Identify	and	give	examples	of	strengths	and	weaknesses.

Strengths and 
Supporting Evidence

Weaknesses and 
Supporting Evidence

Book

Movie

5.		Write	a	conclusion	that	includes	a	statement	or	question	expressing	
what	you	think	about	the	book	or	movie.	

Book:	

Movie:	 	
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Word Choice
Directions: Read each sentence. Underline the word choice in parentheses ( ) that 
creates a specific image or mood or that appeals to one of the senses.

  1.	 	In	its	opening	scenes,	the	movie	The Black Stallion	(takes,	
plunges)	viewers	into	a	hair-raising	adventure.

  2.	 	A	howling	gale	(batters,	hits)	and	sinks	a	passenger	ship	at	sea.

  3.	 	A	(desperate,	worried)	boy	grabs	the	rope	trailed	by	a	stallion.

  4.	 	In	fact,	the	(good	horse,	magnificent	stallion)	saves	the	boy’s	life.

  5.	 	This	unlikely	pair	finds	themselves	living	on	a	(desolate,	weird)	
island.

  6.	 	The	boy	is	(interested	in,	dazzled	by)	the	seemingly	untamed	
horse.

  7.	 	He	collects	and	dries	(ocean	plants,	strings	of	seaweed)	to	make	
a	kind	of	fodder.

  8.	 	By	creating	usable	food,	the	boy	(helps,	rescues)	the	horse	from	
starvation.

  9.	 	This	movie	is	(nice	to	look	at,	a	feast	for	the	eyes),	with	its	stunning	
camera	work.

Directions: Complete each sentence by choosing words that paint a specific and 
vivid picture of the scene.

10.		The	house	on	the	hill	appeared	 	

	 	.

11.		The	green	slope	was	 	

	 	.

12.		One	puppy	had	 	
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Directions: Use the charts below to evaluate facts and opinions in the reviews.

Stuart Little (book/movie reviews)

Facts Evidence Opinions Evidence

A Two-
Inch 
Hero!

A Cat-
and-
Mouse 
Tale

Charlotte’s Web (book/movie reviews)

Caught 
Up In A 
Web
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Directions: Reread each review. Write the part of speech and prefix and its meaning 
for each word below. Then explain how the prefix changes the meaning of the base 
or root word.

Page Word Part of 
Speech

Prefix 
and Its 
Meaning

How Prefix Changes 
the Meaning of the 
Base or Root Word

9 protagonist

11 forbidding

11 magnificent

13 cooperate

14 collaborates

14 irrationally

Page Word Part of 
Speech

Prefix 
and Its 
Meaning

How Prefix Changes 
the Meaning of the 
Base or Root Word

19 beloved

19 sympathy

20 circulates

20 afterward

24 benevolent

24 dialogue
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Make Connections Across Texts
Directions: Use the chart to compare and contrast the author’s judgments with yours.

Cynthia 
Swain’s 

My Judgment Evidence 

Stuart Little 
(book)

Stuart Little 
(movie)

Charlotte’s 
Web 
(book)

Charlotte’s 
Web 
(movie)
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Title:  

 Features of the Genre Checklist Yes No

1.	My	review	title	is	catchy	and	hints	at	my	opinion.	 	 
2.		My	review	gives	title	and	author	information		

	for	the	book.		 	 
3.	My	review	identifies	people	who	made	the	movie.	 	 
4.		My	review	evaluates	the	book	and	movie,	identifying		

	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	each.	 	 
5.	My	review	includes	my	judgments	about	the	book	and	movie.		 	 
6.	My	review	compares	the	book	and	movie.		 	 
7.	My	review	includes	a	summary.	 	 
8.	My	review	identifies	the	intended	audience.	 	 
9.	My	review	shows	my	voice.	 	 

Quality Writing Checklist Yes No 

I		looked	for	and	corrected	.	.	.

•	run-on	sentences	 	 
•	sentence	fragments	 	 
•	subject/verb	agreement	 	 
•	correct	verb	tense		 	 
•	punctuation	 	 
•	capitalization 	 
•	spelling	 	 

Book/Movie Review Checklist
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Book/Movie Review Planning Guide
Directions: Use the steps below to plan your own book/movie review.

1.	Choose	a	book	and	a	movie	based	on	the	book.
	 Title	and	author	of	book:	
	 Title	and	director	of	movie:	

2.	Identify	the	audience	for	the	reviews.	

3.	Provide	a	brief	summary.	 	
	 		
	 		
	 	

4.	Identify	and	give	examples	of	strengths	and	weaknesses.

Strengths and 
Supporting Evidence

Weaknesses and 
Supporting Evidence

Book

Movie

5.		Write	a	conclusion	that	includes	a	statement	or	question	expressing	
what	you	think	about	the	book	or	movie.	

Book:	


