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Before Reading

Activate Prior Knowledge
Encourage students to draw on prior knowledge and build 
background for reading the text. Make an overhead transparency of 
the graphic organizer on page 12, or copy it on chart paper. Ask 
students what they might be able to measure using a lollipop. Write 
“Things to measure with a lollipop” in the center circle of the web. 
Record students’ responses in the circles. Ask students to predict 
which things are probably several lollipops long and which are 
probably less than a lollipop long. If possible, have several lollipops 
available for students’ reference. Tell students that they will come 
back to the graphic organizer when they have finished reading the 
book.

Preview the Book
Read the title and names of the authors to students. Ask:

•  What do you see in the photograph on the cover?

•  How does the title of the book help you guess what the girl might do 
with the lollipop?

Show students the title page. Ask:

•  What things are shown in the picture?

•  Which of the things in the picture can be used to measure objects? 

•  What clue tells you that you can measure things with a lollipop?

Preview the photographs with students, reinforcing the language 
used in the text. For example, say: Look at pages 2 and 3. What can 
you measure with a scale? With a thermometer? What is the boy 
measuring on page 8?

Set a Purpose for Reading
Have students turn to page 2 and read the book silently. Say: I’d like 
you to find out what the children measured with lollipops. Then we will 
look at our web to see if the children in the book measured anything we 
named. Monitor students’ reading and provide support when necessary.

Review Reading Strategies
Use the cues provided to remind students that they can apply 
different strategies to identify unfamiliar words.

Small Group Reading Lesson

ViSuAl CueS
•  Look at the initial consonants. 

(d in desk; th in think)
•  Look for familiar chunks  

within words. (go in going; 
chalk and board in  
board)

•  Break the word into syllables 
and sound out each part. 
(lol/li/pop; mea/sure)

StRuCtuRe CueS
•  Think about whether the  

sentence sounds right.
•  Look for repeated language 

patterns. (“We measured…”)

MeAning CueS
•  Think about what makes 

sense in the sentence.
•  Look at the pictures to  

con firm the meaning of  
the word.

Things to mea-
sure with a 

lollipop

student

student’s 
desk

teacher’s 
desk

bookboard

door

board eraser
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Observe and Prompt Reading Strategies
Observe students as they read the book. Take note of how they 
are problem-solving on text. Guide, or prompt, individual 
students who cannot problem-solve independently.

 

 
Reflect on Reading Strategies
After students have completed their reading, encourage them to 
discuss the reading strategies they used. Ask students to explain 
how these strategies helped them to understand what they read. 
Reinforce the good reading behaviors you observed by saying:

•  [Student’s name], I saw that you broke the word gerbil into syllables 
to sound it out. You looked at the picture after you read the sentence. 
Did this help you understand the word gerbil?

•  [Student’s name], I heard you break the word board into two familiar 
chunks, chalk and board, to figure it out. That is what good readers 
do.

Build Comprehension
ASK And AnSweR QueStiOnS

Help students review text content and relate it to what they 
already know by asking some or all of the following questions.

•  What things did the children measure with lollipops? (a desk, the 
teacher’s desk, a word written on the board, a book, the hall, a 
goldfish, and a gerbil, pp. 8–15) (Locate facts)

•  Let’s look at our graphic organizer. Did we list any of the things 
that the children in the book measured? (Answers will vary.) 
(Compare and contrast)

•  What do you think is the main point that the authors want us to 
understand after reading this book? (Answers will vary. One 
possible answer: We can measure with a lot of things.) (Identify 
main idea and supporting details)

•  The tools on pages 2 and 3 measure different things. Thermometers 
are used to measure temperature, or how hot something is. Could 
you use a lollipop to measure temperature? Why or why not? 
(Answers will vary.) (Make inferences)

What Can You Measure With a Lollipop?

Teacher Tip
using the Skills Bank
Based on your observations 
of students’ reading 
behaviors, you may wish to 
select activities from the 
Skills Bank (pp. 6–9) that will 
develop students’ reading 
strategies.

Question types
Students need to understand 
that they can use information 
from various places in the 
book, as well as background 
knowledge, to answer different 
types of questions. These 
lessons provide four types of 
ques  tions, designed to give 
students practice in 
understanding the relationship 
between a question and the 
source of its answer.

•  Questions that require 
students to go to a specific 
place in the book. 

•  Questions that require 
students to integrate 
information from several 
sentences, paragraphs, or 
chapters within the book.

•  Questions that require 
students to combine 
background knowledge with 
information from the book. 

•  Questions that relate to the 
book topic but require 
students to use only 
background knowledge and 
experience, not information 
from the book.

After Reading

During Reading
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Build Comprehension
SuMMARize infORMAtiOn

Model  Create an overhead transparency of the graphic organizer 
on page 12 or copy it on the board. Begin a discussion by asking 
students how they would summarize the information in the book. 
Model for students how to record this information in a graphic 
organizer. Use the following think-aloud.

Summarizing means telling the most important information from a 
book. When I read a book, I can better summarize what I read if I 
organize the information first. If I want to summarize What Can You 
Measure With a Lollipop? I can use a semantic web to help me 
organize the information. I will label the circle in the center of the web 
“Things the children measured with a lollipop.” In the circles 
surrounding the center circle, I can put the names of the things the 
children in the book measured. First they measured one of the desks. I 
will write “desk” in one of the outer circles. They also measured the 
teacher’s desk. I will write “teacher’s desk” in another one of the outer 
circles. Now help me fill in the rest of the circles with the names of 
other things the children measured with lollipops.

Practice and Apply  Guide students as they generate ideas for the 
web. Help them decide what they should record in the remaining 
outer circles. If students seem able to complete the diagram without 
additional guidance, distribute copies of the graphic organizer and 
suggest that they work in pairs to complete the semantic web. 
Monitor their work. Allow time for students to share their recorded 
information.

Teacher Tip
Monitoring
Comprehension
•  Are students able to revisit 

the text to locate specific 
answers to text-dependent 
questions? If they are 
having difficulty, show 
them how to use the 
photographs to help them 
locate answers.

•  Are students able to find 
answers to questions that 
require a search of the 
text? If they are having 
difficulty, model how you 
would search for the 
answer.

•  Can students combine 
their background 
knowledge with 
information from the text 
to make inferences? If they 
are  
having difficulty, model 
how you would answer the 
question.

•  Are students’ answers to 
creative questions logical 
and relevant to the topic?

•  Do student’s completed 
graphic organizers reflect 
an ability to summarize 
information by condensing 
the words from the text? If 
students are having 
difficulty, provide more 
modeling.

Small Group Reading Lesson  (continued)

Summarize information

Things the 
children  

measured with 
a lollipop

desk

teacher’s 
desk

book

the word  
pop on the 

board

hall

goldfish

gerbil
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Small group writing
Use the information from the graphic organizer completed during 
the Build Comprehension segment of the lesson to help students 
write a group paragraph summarizing the book. Use the following 
writing steps.

•  Have students refer to the graphic organizer to summarize aloud 
details about what the children in the book measured with a 
lollipop.

•  Help students use these details to create sentences that you 
record on the board.

•  Read through the sentences with students, inviting them to 
suggest ways the sentences might be improved. Ask: Does the 
order of the sentences make sense? Do we need to add details to 
make the information easier for a reader to understand?

•  Remind students that the visual information in the book was 
very important in helping them understand details about 
measuring with a lollipop. Have them suggest a visual feature 
they could add to the group paragraph.

write independently
Remind students that authors carefully plan their writing before 
putting pen to paper. Explain that students are going to use the 
same graphic organizer to plan their own writing. Use the 
following writing steps.

•  Distribute copies of the blank graphic organizer.

•  Help students decide on a subject for their summary 
paragraphs, such as another book they have read or a movie 
they have seen. 

•  Have them write the title of their selected topic in the center 
circle of the graphic organizer. 

•  Have students write details about their subject in the outer  
circles. 

•  Ask students to expand on the details and create sentences 
about their subjects for their written paragraphs. Remind them 
that a summary tells only the most important information.

•  Tell students that they can work with a partner to edit their 
paragraphs.

•  Encourage students to add a visual feature to their completed 
paragraphs.

Reread for fluency
You may wish to read 
sections of the book aloud 
to students to model 
fluent reading of the text. 
Model using appropriate 
phrasing, intonation, 
expression, volume, and 
rate as you read. Some 
students may benefit from 
listening to you read a 
portion of the text and 
then reading it back  
to you. 

Have students reread What 
Can You Measure With a 
Lollipop? with a partner. 
One student could read a 
page, and the other 
partner could tell what the 
pictures show. Have them 
alternate reading pages 
throughout the book.

Connect to Home
Have students read the 
take-home version of 
What Can You Measure 
With a Lollipop? to family 
members. Students could 
use a lollipop or another 
object to show family 
mem bers how to measure 
things around the house.
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Phonemic Awareness: Medial sound substitution
Say the word pet. Tell students that you are going to change the 
middle sound in pet from /e/ to /a/. Ask them to pronounce the 
new word. (pat) Now tell them that you are going to change the /a/ 
in the middle of pat to /o/. Again, ask them to pronounce the new 
word. (pot) Continue substituting middle sounds to create new 
words: pet, pat, pot, put; fun, fan fin; big, bag, bog, bug, beg. Then 
tell students that they are going to play a guessing game. You will 
say four words, then they will tell you which word does not belong: 
bag, bug, hug, mug; cat, rat, bat, cut; ring, rang, sang, bang.

Phonics: long and short ea digraphs
Direct students’ attention to the word measure in title of the book. 
Write measure on the board and circle the ea. Ask students what 
vowel sound the letters ea make in measure. (short e) Ask a 
volunteer to find another word with the ea digraph in the book. 
(teacher, p. 4) Write teacher on the board and circle the ea. Ask 
students what vowel sound the letters ea make in teacher. (long e)

Put students in groups of four. Give each group a selection of 
books. Have the groups search through the books to find five 
words with the ea digraph. Then have them share their words. Ask 
groups to tell whether the ea in their word has a short e sound or a 
long e sound. Record students’ words in a two-column chart on the 
board. If students find such words as hear or great, record the 
words in a separate list. Tell students that in words with ea 
followed by r, the ea sometimes has another sound. The digraph ea 
also sometimes has a long a sound.

Phonics: final digraph –ng 
Direct students’ attention to the word long on page 8. Say the word 
slowly. Have students repeat the word and tell you what sound they 
hear at the end of the word. (/ng/) Tell them that the sounds of the 
n and g blend to create the sound. Write the ending –ng on the 
board. Say the words thing, bring, bank, strong, drink, king, sing, 
blink, sang, ring. Tell students to raise their hands when they hear 
a word that ends with the /ng/ sound. Then write the –ng words 
that students identified on the board. Ask volunteers to come to 
the board and circle the –ng ending in each word.

Skills Bank

measure teacher

bread eat
ready teaspoon
dead heat

thi ng

bri ng

stro ng

ki ng

si ng

sa ng

ri ng
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High-frequency word Vocabulary
Write the words think, told, and should on the board. Ask a 
volunteer to choose one of the words and use it in a sentence. 
Give several students the opportunity to choose words and create 
sentences.

Tell students that they are going to play a spelling game. Choose 
a word from the list on the board. Say the word while students 
say it with you. Together spell the word. Then have all the 
students close their eyes while you erase one letter from one of 
the words. Ask students to tell you which letter is missing. Ask 
them to spell the word, including the missing letter. Replace the 
letter in the word in the board. Repeat the activity several times 
to give students practice. 

Concept Vocabulary: tools for measuring
Ask students to think of things that are usually used to measure 
objects. Prompt their responses by directing their attention to pp. 
2 and 3 in What Can You Measure With a Lollipop? Challenge 
students to come up with six tools. (Possible words are tape 
measure, scale, ruler, thermometer, measuring cup, and measuring 
spoons.) Record students’ suggestions on the board. Then ask a 
student to tell, in a sentence, what the tool can measure. For 
example, A scale can measure how heavy something is. Continue 
until all students have had a turn. 

grammar/word Study: Action verbs
Draw students attention to the word told on page 4. Tell students 
that the word told describes an action and is called an action 
verb. Ask students to find other action verbs in What Can You 
Measure With a Lollipop? (measure, measured, look) Write a series 
of verbs on the board: told, gave, jumped, was, go, had, said. Ask 
the students to tell which words are action verbs. Ask a volunteer 
to choose one of the action verbs, say it, spell it, and use it in a 
sentence. Repeat until all students have had a turn. 

think

told

should
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told

gave

jumped

was

ran

had

said
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Build Comprehension
dRAw COnCluSiOnS

explain •   Create an overhead transparency of the graphic organizer 
“What Can You Measure With a Lollipop?” or draw it on the 
board. Say: An author can’t give us every bit of information in a book. 
We figure out some things on our own. We use the author’s words and 
photographs for clues. Figuring something out using three or more 
clues is called drawing a conclusion.

Model •   Say: Let’s draw a conclusion about What Can You Measure 
With a Lollipop? On page 2, we see that tape measures and scales 
are used to measure. On page 3, we see that rulers and thermometers 
are used to measure. On page 8, we see that the students are using 
lollipops to measure. Record this evidence in the first Clues box on 
the graphic organizer. Then say: Now we need to use the clues to 
draw a conclusion. We can conclude that many different objects can 
be used to measure. Write this in the first Conclusion box.

guide •   Say: Now let’s draw a conclusion about the size of objects in 
the classroom shown in the book. Find three objects in the book. How 
long is each object? (Allow time for students to respond, assisting if 
needed.) Yes, the student’s desk is 5 lollipops long. The teacher’s desk 
is 11 lollipops long. The book is just over 2 lollipops long. Record this 
evidence in the second Clues box on the graphic organizer. Ask: 
What can we figure out about the length of the book from these clues? 
(Again allow time for students to respond.) Yes, we can conclude 
that the book is shorter than the two desks. Record this sentence in 
the second Conclusion box on the graphic organizer.

Apply •   Ask students to work with a partner to draw another 
conclusion from the book. Remind them to use word and 
photograph clues to figure out things the author doesn’t say. 
After the partnerships share, record their ideas on the graphic 
organizer. Finally, read the completed graphic organizer aloud and 
invite students to echo-read.
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what  Can  You  Measure  
with  a  lollipop?

Draw  Conclusions

Clues Conclusion
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Summarize  information
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