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Our Board

THE PROGRESSIVE JEWISH CONGREGATION OF AUCKLAND TRUST BOARD 211960

COMING UP

Deadline for March issue 22nd February.

Friday 2 February, pot luck dinner after service. Please bring a plate of non-meat food
to share.
Sunday 4 February, 5pm, Tu B'Shevat Seder, we will celebrate the festival of trees in the

Maon garden at the back of the shul. No charge. RSVP to the office.

Sunday 11 February, 2018, Sunday School starts at 9:30am. Sign up online or pick up a

form from the noticeboard.

Wednesday 28 February, 6.30pm Erev Purim service, reading of the megillah, wear your

masks and costumes, please bring some pot luck finger food to share and let’s have a great

party.

Tuesdays Israeli dance (Beginner’s class) and Wednesdays 7-9pm at Beth Shalom.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM FOR THE TZEDAKAH BOX.
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From the Auckland Jewish Burial and Benevolent Society

B&B BITES: A Time to Rend

"Unsung Hero" good description of Award winner

Harvey Livschitz fits the description for a Ner Tamid award winner perfectly.

Help save Dunedin's Torah

The Dunedin Jewish Congregation's oldest Torah (sacred scroll) dating from some time

before the mid-1800's, is in desperate need of repair.

Prayer for Healing Group

2018 UPJ Biennial, 15-18 November 2018, Melbourne, Australia

“Making Progress in Progressive Judaism” – this could be for you too!
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Support our supporters and place
your advert with the office,
office@bethshalom.org.nz

 

COMING UP

Deadline for March issue

22nd February.

Friday 2 February, pot luck
dinner after service. Please
bring a plate of non-meat food
to share.
Sunday 4 February, 5pm, Tu
B'Shevat Seder, we will

celebrate the festival of trees in

the Maon garden at the back of

the shul. No charge. RSVP to the

office.

Sunday 11 February, 2018,
Sunday School starts at 9:30am.

Sign up online or pick up a form

from the noticeboard.

Wednesday 28 February,
6.30pm Erev Purim service,

reading of the megillah, wear

your masks and costumes,

please bring some pot luck

finger food to share and let’s

have a great party.

Tuesdays Israeli dance

(Beginner’s class) and

Wednesdays 7-9pm at Beth

Shalom.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING
A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD
ITEM FOR THE TZEDAKAH BOX.

 



Hello everyone,

This morning as I was picking these peaches I was thinking of everyone and

wondering what I was going to write in my report this month.

First of all I’ll give you a Rabbinic Search up

date as I know a lot of you are pretty keen to

see this happen and to find what the

community told us they wanted which is

permanent Rabbinic presence. Thus far it has

taken around eight months to get to where we

currently stand.

Firstly the search committee created ‘a state of

the nation’ document; this describes our

community in NZ, Oceania and world fronts of

progressive Judaism. We feel it describes how

diverse our community is and how very much unlike any other place a

potential Rabbi candidate would have worked. The committee attached this

to an advertisement for a Rabbi for Beth Shalom and published it widely.

And waited

The committee started to get interest in the position and they kept on

coming until ten strong applicants applied.

The next phase was to start interviewing. Each interview was for one hour

and we followed a set guideline for questions and time for any questions

they may have had. At the end of each interview the committee collated the

data and formulated a scorecard, based on progressive fit, ethos, experience

and such. The committee is now at a point where they have drawn a short

list of four Rabbis who they (and the Board) believe are exceptional and

invites them to partake in a second interview.

From the President



The next phase is to thank those who did not move to the second interview

and then to interview again the Rabbis who wish to move to a second

interview.

We will keep you up to date as things continue to progress.

Our thanks goes out to the search committee who are spending long hours

on this vital initiative for our community.

The Board has been in discussion regarding the finances that will be needed

to employ a Rabbi and have based our discussions on an analysis that was

provided to the Board by one of 2017 Board members, Erik Mass, who joined

us in a financial advisor capacity.

Out of this analysis we recognize that we will need a commitment from our

members to contribute financially to help make the Rabbinic appointment

possible and I will be sending out a separate letter to you all about this soon.

The other aspect to this that I also want to mention is that being without a

Rabbi now for a year and a half means that volunteers do everything. All

the services that we expect Beth Shalom to provide us is achieved through

hours and hours of hard work. Our people are getting tired and we welcome

any of you who feel that you’d like to contribute and become a part of one

of the working committees.

Please get in touch with either myself, anyone from the Board or Christine

if you’d like to respond to my call.

On a final note I’d like to let you know of the AGM on Sunday 25
th

 March at

7pm. I will be stepping down as President having served my two-year term

(I’ll write more about that in my final Teruah report next month) and new

leadership will emerge to take us forward.

Wishing you a good month

With warmth, Sally.



Mazal tov to Danielle Feigin, eldest daughter of David and Maureen

Robinson, who has been admitted as a Fellow of the Australasian College for

Emergency Medicine. She has also been awarded the 2017 Jeff Wasertheil

Medal for excellence in Emergency Medicine (in Melbourne).

Pesach products will be on sale at Beth

Shalom on Sunday 18th and 25th March from

10am to 1pm. 
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The Buzz

Debbie Swiatek



Adorning one of our Torah scrolls is a new purple velvet mantle. 

Designing new Judaica is a wonderful

challenge. It is an opportunity to create an

artefact that has a sense of time and place,

while preserving our rich heritage. The brief

was to create a contemporary mantle, one

appropriate to our synagogue in New Zealand.

The sanctuary provided the palette – the purple

used in our windows and seats provided a

strong connection to the space. The main motif

is the Beth Shalom Tree of Life that is featured

in the foyer, with its stylised letters once again

forming the branches.

The theme of sand and water that underpins the colours of the sanctuary is

taken a step further. The pohutukawa trees that grow on the coastlines was

the source of imagery for the leaves used in the foyer. For the mantle the

pohutukawa is represented by bands of gold and silver leaves defining the

top and bottom of the mantle.

Underneath the tree are the words that translate to ‘It is a tree of life to

those who hold it fast’. The inscription on the back attributes the mantle to

the generosity of members who wanted to commemorate Rachel Dennyss’

90
th

 birthday. As with a number of contemporary Torah scrolls

internationally the mantle stands alone with no breastplate.

I designed the mantle with the assistance of Lilach Cohen who digitised it

ready for embroidery. We were supported by the small team of Chris Shiller

and Olga Bernstein.

A NEW MANTLE

Helen Schamroth



Shalom to all Beth Shalom members. My name is Aimee Sandler and I have

a small catering business called Cuisine de Aimee. I thought I might tell you

a little bit about myself and what I could do for you next time you have a

Simcha.

My parents, grandparents and I have been Beth Shalom members for well

over 20 years. I attended Hebrew School, had my Bat Mitzvah and was in the

B’nei' Mitzvot class at Beth Shalom.

I am a qualified Pastry Chef, with a Diploma in Patisserie from AUT. I

worked at a French Patisserie called Ma Cherie where I gained experience in

wholesale production. I moved onto working at the Rendezvous Hotel

Auckland (now Grand Millennium Auckland) as a Demi Pastry Chef. I was a

part of a professional team of both Pastry and Banquet Chef's, who catered

for various clients ranging from local and international corporate business

conferences through to weddings and school balls.

For the past 12 to 8 months, I have been focussing

on creating and catering morning, lunch and

afternoon teas for various businesses

independently and with the Events Manager at

Auckland Bowling Club.

Recent catering has been for the DHB businesses,

Home Care Medical and ProCare Medical, for their staff training days,

conferences and their staff Christmas parties.

Howick Little Theatre asked me to provide finger food for their "taste of"

upcoming productions 2018. A theatre member recommended I cater for a

Introducing Cuisine de

Aimee

Aimee Sandler



client who was throwing a 21st birthday party

for her daughter and 75 of their close family

and friends.

I was asked to help co-ordinate and kosher

cater for the Limmud 2017. It was an amazing

experience meeting and working with fellow

Limmudnicks. Following on from this I

participated in the MasterChef Mystery Box

challenge at the Beth Shalom Shabbaton. It

was fun and I enjoyed keeping it Jewish by

creating sweet and savoury Blintzes. 

I am working on perfecting Bagels, Hamantaschen and

Pesach style treats (with no Matzo Meal in sight!) as

well as weekly Shabbat Challot for my family. I will

also take orders for these!

Several years ago, I catered a few Simchas at Beth

Shalom before making the decision to go to Pastry

School. I would love to do functions again. If you or

any one you know may be interested in my catering

then please don't hesitate to contact me at

aimeesandler08@gmail.com or through the Beth

Shalom office.
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Sunday School is starting this year on February 11th. It is going to see some

exciting new teachers on board with Myra Cohen teaching Kita Aleph. Myra

has her wonderful daughter Sivan entering into the Bat Mitzvah year and

she has been a long time participant at Sunday school and her youngest son

is going to be in Kita Aleph. Myra was at Shabbaton and her whole family

had such a great time that she decided to come on board as a teacher.

Ted and Tami are going to be teaching Kita Bet. They came on board half

way through last year and have supported the Kita Bet class as support

parents last year and teachers this year. They have 3 kids involved in the

Sunday school Jack, JD and Chloe. And Ted is on the Limmud committee and

Tami is taking the Hebrew and Prayer class. What a great involved family.

We are really lucky to have them on board at Beth Shalom

Carol McCracken is returning to teach Kita Gimmel. She has kids running

back to class to learn with her. Carol is creative and crafty and the kids just

love the activities she creates for them to do in class.

Jack Flint has agreed to support both Kita Bet and Gimmel Hebrew studies.

He has incredible Jewish and Hebrew knowledge and we are so lucky to

having on board. David just had his Bar Mitzvah last year and Johnny is due

to have one in November this year. What a treat to have another person who

can lein Yemenite tropes.

Debbie Miller, Beth Shalom Educator will be teaching the Bar/Bat Mitzvah

class. I would like to invite all the parents to please come to services at

9.30am.

B’nei Mishnah class has had a redesign and they are meeting off-site

fortnightly at different parent's homes on Sunday evenings from 5.30-

Sunday School 2018 -  

Whats up with Education?

Debbie Miller



7.30pm. Our team Tanya Thomson, Michelle Wise, Jude Berman and Debbie

Miller will be coordinating facilitating a dynamic and interesting program.

Please go on line and fill out the applications.

Prayer and Hebrew class is a weekly adult education class which is

exploring the prayers, and their meaning, along with spiritual techniques

followed by Hebrew class which focusses on gaining proficiency in reading

and understanding. It is resuming on February 8 at 7pm. New participants

welcome. Fees apply

Introduction to Judaism

 

Stay Tuned for more information

Young Leadership Sustainability Seminar April 23-28 on Waiheke Island

Kaimai Ranges Waitewheta Hut Tramline hike and Kauri loop "Shabbat

Together" TBA

Tevel Btzedek program for New Zealanders and Australians in

December-January.



Click for service roster here

Services for February 2018

https://v3.bethshalom.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/February-2018-ShevatAdar-5778.pdf


Central to almost all Jewish mourning practices is the recognition that

death is a heart- rending and often life-changing experience for bereaved

families.

The need for comforting those afflicted is fully recognised but so is the

need for them to confront the emotional vastness of what has happened.

Grief, in Judaism, is not to be dammed-up or the sufferer will remain

forever unhealed. Stiff upper lips are for less momentous occurrences.

From earliest times, our spiritual forebears have marked the loss of those

they loved by rending their garments. Jacob is recorded as doing so when he

was shown the blood-soaked coat of many colours and thought that his

beloved son, Joseph, was dead. David and all his warriors did likewise when

they heard that Saul and Jonathan had been slain in battle. And Job also

tore his garments when confronting the mind-numbing death of his

children.

It seems reasonable to suggest that they were all expressing an almost

elemental sorrow and sense of loss. And perhaps they were also reprising,

unconsciously and in muted form, primeval customs far older even than

Judaism, whereby ancient pagan peoples had torn their own flesh and hair

when their loved ones perished, a practice forbidden to Jews by the Torah.

Be that as it may, Jewish funerals have, for millennia, been preceded by a

short ceremony known as the Keriah, whereby a garment is torn on the left

side (in the case of children of the deceased) and on the right (for other

From the Auckland Jewish

Burial and Benevolent

Society

B&B BITES: A Time to Rend

Ian Morrison



mourners). In Progressive Judaism, mourners continue to honour this

tradition, by wearing a black ribbon, which is snipped just before the

funeral service .

A question worth asking is why do the deceased’s off-spring rend their

clothes or wear their ribbon on the left rather than the right? The answer

seems to be that this is in symbolic recognition of both the rending of the

heart and the rending asunder of the most formative of relationships. As

everyone who has lost a parent knows, life is never totally the same

thereafter.

When my own mother passed away in the UK just over ten years ago, I

didn’t want to distress my family there by asking them to hold up the

funeral until I could fly in. Instead, I decided to sit shive in New Zealand .

My first step was to grab a black sweat-top and hack away with a pair of

scissors, which I did in the full clumsiness of grief. And then I looked at my

handiwork and realised that, by some mysterious process, I’d cut out a

perfect heart shape.

Support our supporters and place your advert with the office,

office@bethshalom.org.nz 



 

The Union of Progressive Jewish

Associations’ award goes to the “unsung

heroes” of the community.

“Unsung heroes” are defined as those

members of a congregation in Australia or

New Zealand who perform exceptional

service to their community.

It took several attempts to get Harvey

Livschitz to talk about what he had done for

the Beth Shalom congregation over the 20

years he had lived in Auckland.

“It’s the way I am. I just do it,” he said.

Eventually, he started to talk and with the help of other Beth Shalom

contacts, his contribution was revealed. His favourite responsibility was

being involved with outreach. Busloads of Catholic secondary school

students come to Beth Shalom to see and learn about the synagogue,

sometimes two a day. Harvey showed them around, informing them about

what they are seeing. He did this job for all his years in Auckland and had

“quite a following” among the students.

"Unsung Hero" good

description of Award

winner

Harvey Livschitz fits the description for a Ner Tamid award

winner perfectly.

Ruth Thomas



Another activity was heading the congregation’s ritual committee,

especially doing the large amount of organization required for the high

holydays. He also did lots of work around the building making sure all the

small maintenance jobs were done. The list goes on. He organized the

supplies of challah for the synagogue. When the commercial supplier went

out of business, he found a community member to make the challahs.

“I’ve always insisted that the community comes first,” Harvey said. “If I can

direct a small job to someone who needs the money, rather than a

commercial concern, that’s important.”

Then there were the other things, like organizing a bike riding group for

members of the community.And arranging for the inscriptions on Beth

Shalom’s striking tree of life. The tree of life hangs in the foyer at Beth

Shalom and publicizes important life events of congregation members.

Harvey, his wife Jenny and daughter Sarah have recently settled in

Wellington and are now members of Temple Sinai. His quiet contribution to

the Auckland community will be missed so that it is fitting that his Ner

Tamid award will be presented at Beth Shalom.

Article by Ruth Thomas

 



While the Dunedin Jewish Congregation can't be 100% certain if its Torah is

the oldest in New Zealand, it is very likely. Every rabbi who sees it is

impressed by how beautiful it is.

 

However, as time has gone by the Torah scroll has begun to show its age.

The congregation has noticed that it has developed an orange mould; some

of the letters are smudged and in need of a scribe's handiwork; the wooden

spool is split and the parchment panels need to be restitched.

The Dunedin Jewish Congregation has located a Torah scribe who can

restore it but their small community will have difficulty meeting the

expected expense. So far they have raised $350.00 of an expected $6,000.00

cost. Any help, no matter the size of the donation, would be very much

appreciated. Your donation will help pay for transport and repair of the

Torah.

Help save Dunedin's Torah

The Dunedin Jewish Congregation's oldest Torah (sacred scroll)

dating from some time before the mid-1800's, is in desperate

need of repair.



You can do this by visiting the Congregation's "Give a Little" page at

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/saveourtorah The Dunedin Jewish

Congregation is a registered charity and can provide donation receipts if

required.

 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/saveourtorah


 

It has been suggested that Beth Shalom

has a group of people, willing to think of

and pray for individuals in our

community, who are in need of healing. 

The idea is that this group need not be an organised group or minyan.

Simply, that caring people who are made aware of the need, help healing

with the power of prayer. And those families in distress may receive

comfort from the knowledge that this is taking place. Caring for the unwell

is part of being a community.

For those interested, I can supply articles: “The Jewish Way of Healing”, and

some scientific research on the positive power of prayer in healing.

If you wish to be part of this group, please respond to Leon Goldwater

(Ritual Committee) or Christine O’Brien at shul office

Leon ldgoldwater@gmail.com 020 403 88054

Christine office@bethshalom.org.nz 524 4139

Prayer for Healing Group

Leon Goldwater

mailto:ldgoldwater@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethshalom.org.nz


The Union for Progressive Judaism is our regional (Australia, NZ, Asia)

Jewish organisation. The Biennial is the UPJ’s 2-yearly summit meeting that

brings people from the whole region together and sets an agenda for the

following two years. An Organising Committee has already been working

hard to set up the event. Paul Blaschke from Temple Sinai is the NZ

representative on this committee.

We can guarantee an exciting programme of discussion, lectures, music

and social events. The keynote speaker/scholar in residence is US Rabbi

Lawrence (Larry) Hoffman, a towering academic figure in Progressive

Judaism. He is a particular expert in what he has termed "the art of public

prayer", focusing on how to bring new life into ancient forms of ritual

within the walls of the synagogue. Rabbi Hoffman established Synagogue

2000 and Synagogue 3000, projects that have revolutionised Jewish

communal life around the world, setting standards for synagogue renewal

and transformation in the 21st century. There will be many other

stimulating speakers and events.

The Biennial is enriched by and welcomes all participants from member

congregations, not just the current leaders. Come to learn, to meet up with

old friends and make new ones, to be inspired and uplifted and also to have

a great time. Immerse yourself (or just take a dip) in the Jewish life of

Melbourne, the largest and most diverse Jewish centre in our region. To say

nothing of the non-Jewish attractions of Melbourne – rumour has it that

2018 UPJ Biennial, 15-18

November 2018,

Melbourne, Australia

“Making Progress in Progressive Judaism” – this could be for you

too!



Melbourne Music Week will take place around the same time. Melbourne is

a short flight away, and meeting costs will be modest.

Mark the dates, make a commitment: further programme and registration

details will follow shortly.

 


