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Table of Contents
In this book you'll find my abbreviated literacy biography: three one-
paragraph (excerpt) chapters, followed by the full narrative of the fourth
chapter. This task awakened in me a renewed focus on literacy as a
personal and emotional tool for connecting with others. 

I encourage everyone to develop an activity/prompt which incorporates
literacy autobiographies into their work (e.g. administrators' professional
development for teachers or teachers' lesson plans for students). 
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Reading an entire book can seem like a big task. Not to worry, although this book has
several chapters, all but one are very short. Most people will be able to read this entire
book in under fifteen minutes.

Key Takeaways

Recently, I was ecstatic to discover a fun and exciting tool/writing genre (Literacy
Autobiographies) that administrators can use with teachers (and teachers can use with
students) to bring attention to the personal importance and impact of literacy, by
exploring one's social history through their journey of becoming a reader and writer or
any other mode of literacy they so choose (e.g. listening or speaking). In general these
narratives call out and allow both the author and reader an incredible opportunity to
think about and consider significant events that contributed to the author's
development as a literate person (reader, writer, speaker, listener). This book will tell
my story and hopefully inspire you to write your own.

David Martin
B.Mus, M.B.A., M.S.Ed.
Consultant

Introduction
Congratulations, you've just accessed my eBook. Thank you! 
If you enjoy it, I hope you will encourage others to sign up on my site so
they can access it too. Happy reading!
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Bio

David Martin began his career in education in 1998 and has served as teacher,
organizational development specialist, dean, assistant principal, founding principal and
consultant. Over half his career has been spent leading schools. David is a proud
husband and devoted father of three children. He resides in New York with his family.
David’s educational expertise includes: problem-based learning, school design, college
& career readiness/21st century skills and instructional technology. As a professional
musician, he has released music commercially, toured internationally and scored for
feature films. He is also a serial entrepreneur, author, licensed real estate salesperson
and most recently, a doctoral student at the University of Pennsylvania.
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In middle school I took the BX31 bus to and from school, with a short walk before and
after the bus. On my way home, I routinely had conversations with the bus driver. He
frequently complemented me on my “excellent diction.” I suppose I wrote very much
in the same manner in which I spoke. I took accelerated English classes in middle
school. When I graduated from the eighth grade, after having taken advanced classes,
I entered high school with two English credits already on my transcript. I can’t recall
reading any major literary works in middle school. All our reading was intentionally
linked to gaining understanding of content. The same was true for writing.

Chapter One
Middle School English: The BX31
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Throughout high school I hated reading. Let me clarify. Any reading that was not
specifically intended to teach me a concept just seemed useless. Readings focused on
specific content like those I encountered in Chemistry and Physics were fascinating to
me. I suffer(ed) from a horrible memory though. So while I completed the required
readings, I often forgot what I read, mere minutes after I was finished. Unfortunately,
annotation and highlighting were not skills my teachers emphasized or even taught.
Similarly to reading, I felt like our writing tasks were useless. Plus, I hated my
handwriting; the mere act of just seeing my scribblings on the page made me not
want to write. In my freshman and sophomore classes for instance, I lamented over
journal entries and other tasks I deemed a complete waste of time.

Chapter Two
Freshman/Sophomore/Junior English: Why am I doing this?
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During my sophomore year of high school I took night classes and went to summer
school when the year ended. This allowed me to take AP English my third (and
last/senior) year of high school. Mrs. Krutoy, my AP English teacher turned my literacy
world right-side up. This was the first class that we were challenged to read major
literary works. Not only did we read them, we discussed them in what I now know is a
Socratic seminar format. This was twenty years ago. Yet, the methods she used –
Accountable Talk for one – were far ahead of her time. She was a master teacher, long
before I even knew there was a term for the level of teaching she employed. She often
co-taught with our school’s principal – Dr. Orfinger – who was a former English
teacher himself. The discussions were rich, filled with analysis and immensely
engaging. Everyone in our class abandoned homework from other classes to immerse
themselves in the assigned readings and to prepare for the next day. We competed to
be the one who best understood or interpreted the readings. The goal of every class
was to contribute fully and if lucky, stump everyone with our insights. These sessions
were likewise transformative in the way I reimagined the utility of writing. Over the
year, I learned how to organize my writing, to develop drafts and how to engage
readers by taking them on a journey. The one lingering memory I still have of that
experience is of feeling defeated by being unable to remember what I had read,
despite trying to be a voracious reader, like my dad. I graduated high school in three
years and entered college as a confident reader and writer; the reality of that claim
was not so true.

Chapter Three
AP English: Master Teacher
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During my first quarter in college (we were not on a semester system), I enrolled in a
Western Civilizations class. The professor’s name was Dr. Strayer. He was an older
gentleman, perhaps in his 60’s, with a cloud of contempt and arrogance that seemed
to envelop him as he moved about the classroom. He had a distinctive walk; chest out,
back arched, buttocks out, arms bent to form a 90 degree angle at the elbow, with his
hands held consistently held at chest height. Students frequently imitated his walk on
campus whenever a good laugh was needed. I called it the "rooster walk."

On my first exam in the class we were provided four questions that we were to
answer in narrative form, drawing on our readings and discussions from the class. This
was my first encounter with the dreaded “blue book,” a 8.5” x 7” paper booklet with a
blue front and back cover, containing about sixteen lined pages on the inside. I exited
the classroom feeling confident, as reinforced by my memories and success in AP
English in high school. When Dr. Strayer returned my paper with a large “F” – circled
and in red – I was destroyed. Immediately I reconsidered my preparation for college
level work, literally asking myself: “Am I college material?” That evening, through
tears, I reviewed each instance of feedback the professor wrote on my exam. I came to
realize that although AP English had excited me about reading and writing, my
mechanics, organization and ability to defend my positions were still very elementary.
I sought out coaching from The Writing Center on campus and wrote/re-wrote
everything to be submitted to Dr. Strayer for the remainder of the quarter.

At the end of the class, I had earned almost all A’s on my submissions, which resulted
in a final grade of B+. I never forgot the lesson that many A’s had to be

earned to counter that initial F. I also never got rid of that “blue book,” which I still

Chapter Four
Western Civilizations: The Rooster Walk
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had, along with other literacy artifacts, until last year’s basement flood, which
destroyed everything. Although I hated the Strayer experience, it was a necessary one
to move my skills forward. Where exactly were my skills before freshman year? To
better understand this, you would have to know more about my early life and
development as a reader and writer.

My mom, a veteran elementary school teacher, taught me how to read using old
British primer books. She frequently praised me, telling me how well I was reading
and how smart I was. While my parents didn’t read to me, they insisted that I read to
them. Back then, no one talked about reading, much less writing, as a thing to do
outside of school. I’m positive my friends had similar experiences. In our living room
was a wall of books – literally, in three large wooden bookcases, made by a member
of our church and stained by us in our garage. My dad consumed books like his life
depended on it. I’m sure he read every book in our home library – easily hundreds of
books. We had a set of encyclopedias that cost over a thousand dollars. I loved doing
book reports for school. The assignments gave me a reason to explore all the volumes,
reading, looking at the pictures and learning new things that I could share with my
family and classmates at school. Reading was always a means to an end – to learn
something or to complete a report/assignment. While I enjoyed doing it for a specific
purpose, I never read simply for enjoyment.

I hated writing, because my handwriting was and still is horrible. Luckily for me, we
had a typewriter and a computer. IBM computers were popular back then, but it
wasn’t an IBM. An “IBM compatible” is what people called it. It had a monochrome
screen and a dot matrix printer with the kind of paper where each sheet was
connected and held to the printer by many holes on each side. By age 11, I was typing
70 words per minute. I knew that because we also had a typing program that helped
you to practice typing and recorded your word-per-minute accuracy. It wasn’t exactly
a video game, but it was fun for me. I also had fun teaching myself DOS (programming
language), pretending I was a hacker and wishing I knew how to actually write code,
as opposed to simply entering it at each command prompt.

I often made banners for my mom’s classroom. Routinely, I typed my mom’s graduate
school papers, occasionally asking her to clarify what she wrote; even though her
handwriting was much better than my own. I had not realized it until now, how
formative that preparation was for the reading and writing I would be expected to
engage with in middle school, high school and eventually in college. Although the
Strayer experience was important to my journey as a reader and writer, in retrospect, I
think I prefer the constructivist approach my mom implemented at home. I wonder if
my mom, as part of some master plan, intentionally arranged all those childhood
experiences to bolster my literacy development. That would make her a bonafide



genius! It’s settled; my mom’s a genius! And Dr. Strayer? Well, let’s just say, more has
stuck with me from that experience than just his signature strut.



Let's Chat
Finding fresh ideas to excite principals, teachers, students and families
about the learning process can be exhausting. Use the button below to

schedule a time for us to talk about the ways I can help your
school/district.
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Video starts at :023

Want to learn more about

Literacy Autobiographies?

Check out this video!
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