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Part of the Work Smarter Series

So, you want to start a blog! Congratulations. You have just made a life changing

decision and it will change your life forever. Before you take the big leap you need

to put pen to paper and ask yourself some questions. Be honest. Make sure you
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feel GOOD about your answers. And keep in the back of your mind you can always

go in a different direction. Doing so though can cause you time, money or

frustration or, bring you greater joy, purpose and inspiration.

Today I am simply going to ask you to consider a few ideas. What comes to mind

immediately, then again as a second consideration, and finally tomorrow when you

have more time to think and sleep on your answer. Be honest with yourself, write

your answers down, all three of them. No one will see them and no one can say if

they are right or wrong. These are for YOU only.

1. What do you have to offer? Do you like to teach? Cook? Name your Passion

below.

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

2. What aspects do you want to control? Completely control? Own it all?

Customize any part?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

3. How much do you know about the Internet? Your subject(s)? How much are you

willing to learn? Are there any areas you DON'T want to be a part of?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

4. Are you willing to spend the time it takes to achieve your daily/weekly/monthly/

goals? Can you put your Blog away to take time for yourself, your family, and the

unexpected?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

5. Let's talk finances. Earning: Do you have a budget in mind? Do you want to earn

$$ selling? Teaching?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:



6. Finances again. Spending: Are there costs involved as far as materials? Gadgets?

Phone? Computer? Postage? Education? Conferences? Programs? Technology?

Office supplies? Do you have a budget in mind?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

7. Impact on you and your family. What choices will you make in completing your

goals. What are the positive effects and adverse effects? Are you prepared to

compromise?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

8. What part of your goals need to be met for you to feel successful?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

9. How much time do you want to operate your blog? 3 months? Forever? Does it

matter?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

10. Has this checklist brought up any ideas or questions you hadn't thought of?

Add them to the bottom! Crystal of Sosomom.com offered a great question. Do

you have an idea of 'who' your reader is? Are you writing for them, or for you?

A. First thought:

B. In an hour:

C. Tomorrow:

Please fill out this checklist. It can be of benefit whether you have never blogged

before or are in a rut, or have been blogging for years. This is a free downloadable

.doc so please share, save, and make as many copies as you need!

The next part of this series we will be dealing with why these questions were

chosen and decide what your answers disclose about you and your blog!

Marilyn, owner

https://www.marilynstreats.com



Please download this checklist!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-InRPdFcI4tKTIvio-9B6__U7vtJmKul9mt1dGh-obk/edit?usp=docslist_api


Questions All Bloggers Need To Ask Part 2 Your Niche

A few weeks I wrote a post about Questions All Bloggers Need To Ask . If you

haven't yet seen it yet or answered the questions, please follow the link above and

then return to read the rest of this post. For those of you ready to see the direction
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your answers are pointing you to follow, please get your checklist, a pencil, and

something to write on. I'll wait!

So, I asked you to consider each of the 10 questions three times. Let me explain

the method to my madness. Upon first hearing a question we usually answer with

a "prepared" answer. One that comes to mind quickly with what you suspect to be

the real deal. Well, that isn't always true way you feel. Be honest, those answers

changed a bit when you gave the questions more thought. If you took the time to

rethink that first answer your second attempt would have brought in more of your

gained experience with the subject and less of a mentally learned response. Life

changes over time and your first impression was made, if at all, before you knew

about the work, requirements, and pitfalls of creating a blog. You based it upon

what you read by what other people told you. After sleeping on the answers you

probably shed some guilt or denial that you weren't as prepared as you first

thought to take that big leap into Blogging. I know I did, twice. It took that long for

me to realize my direction had changed and the courage to admit that fact. With

this in mind let's look at a few questions.

1. What do you have to offer? Do you like to teach? Cook? Name your Passion

below.

This question obviously is asking you to define a niche. Your perfect niche is not

really needed to start a blog but as you define your passion it is easier to make an

outline of your subject, who you want to fit in with, and to list your blog in places

that will benefit you. You need to become known for your own voice to other like

minded bloggers as well as readers that are interested in what you have to say and

how you fulfill their needs. You can always pick one or two passions and try them

out to see how you can develope your presence. Remember though the sooner

you have that direction the better off you will be. You can continue to solidify your

own area of that niche and grow. Waffling around and making your blogging too

broad will confuse your readers and for every step forward you will find yourself

taking two steps back.

The key here is to figure out:

What you have to offer

How well you can develop that passion and how much mileage you can get from

it

Write to the person you see wanting to read your posts and find asnswers to

needs they have.



As you define or redifine your niche also make sure you define your "perfect"

reader. You will want to envision that reader as someone interested in what you

have to say. See the person that relates to what you write and can benefit from

your ideas. This tactic will become the best way you can build your following and

KEEP the readers that find you. They already enjoy your subject. They are

beginning to feel they know you and you are starting to build a trust and respect

for your blog.

"You work hard on your content! Make sure you share it with knowledge, dignity

and respect!" This is my mantra and my perfect reader understands that.

In the next part of the series we will answer some more of your questions. Stay

tuned to learn how you can be the BEST blogger you can be as you Work Smarter

not harder!

Please sign up for my newsletter for further announcements of future posts! Have

a great week and Happy Blogging!



Questions All Bloggers Need To Ask Part 3: Setting Sail

Testing The Waters and Where To Begin

A few weeks I wrote a post about Questions All Bloggers Need To Ask . and last

week we learned How to Define our Niche. This week we are going to test the
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waters. If you would like a quick review of what we worked on to date please

follow the links above and read parts 1 and 2 again. The rest of us will wait with

our checklists, pencils and note paper while you catch up.

If you have ever asked me for an opinion or guidance on a subject you already

know the way I speak geek is through a good metaphor. My idea on how to

actually get your feet wet as a Blogger is not going to be any different. As a kid I

watched this TV series every week called Gilligan's Island. It was the ongoing tale

of 7 very different people taking a scenic tour in a small boat. Well, a storm comes

up and they become marooned on a supposed deserted island. They all need to use

their talents and pitch in to survive and find a way back to civilization. Blogging is a

bit like that crew of seven totally different people. Your choices, personality, and

preparation are what will define your blog and then keep you going forward in the

best direction. Try as hard as you will you won't be able to survive alone. Don't be

afraid to ask for help. You don't need to reinvent the wheel.

When you first learned to swim did you stand near the edge of the water? Slowly

put in one toe, then lower yourself into the water until you were sufficiently wet

enough to let go of the edge? Or did you dive in head first and surface screaming

and exhilerated by the cold water?

Most new bloggers whether they realize it or not start out using Social Media to

test the waters. It is a great way to put together an outline you feel comfortable

with and to get some content written and published for when you actually launch

your blog. You have nothing to lose this way and are gaining knowledge and

experience every time yo press publish. This is key to opening your site to give

your followers more to read and learn about what you have to offer them from the

first time they visit.

When you decide your destination (niche) you will need to start your journey (blog)

with your bags packed (about 15 good ideas) your itinerary (published posts),

choosing your first stop on the trip (your blog platform) , and a sense of what the

actual tools you are going to need to become successful. (How to develop your

blog and live comfortably with the technology that dictates how you proceed.)

These are the questions that you answered to help you get to the point of choosing

your blog platform:

2. What aspects do you want to control? Completely control? Own it all?

Customize any part? This question is designed to help you understand what

platform you want to use to build your Blog upon.



What is right for you? Blogger, Tumblr, Stumblepon? Wordpress.com or

Wordpress.org? Or just continue publishing on Social Media?

5. Let's talk finances. Earning: Do you have a budget in mind? Do you want to earn

$$ selling? Teaching?

Know the differences between these platform choices. Some are limiting as to

writing what you want, owning your content, or if you can provide different tools

to style your blog in a way that benefits your goals. Not all platforms are equal! Be

informed.

6. Finances again. Spending: Are there costs involved as far as materials? Gadgets?

Phone? Computer? Postage? Education? Conferences? Programs? Technology?

Office supplies? Do you have a budget in mind?

Your choices at this point will cause you to spend some upfront money unless you

are tech savy and design aware. Themes, design, and your time are all aspects of

blogging that need to be considered. You can always change your style and focus

but at this point you are starting to invest your time, your money, and your efforts

in building your readership.

9. How much time do you want to operate your blog? 3 months? Forever? Does it

matter?

Don't spend all your time and money unless you know the commitment you are

making. Blogging looks easy! Just write down a few thoughts, throw up a bunch of

ads and then watch the satisfaction and profits roll in! WRONG! You can easily

become shipwrecked without a solid plan to stay on course and become adaptable.

There are many storms that will arise and try to pull you in many directions. You

will need a crew to help you stay afloat. Who you choose and when you use them

will make all the difference in the world. Whether you build a community of like

minded bloggers or utilize services to provide the technical aspects you yourself

can't or don't want to deal with, you are going to need the talents of others to help

carry you forward. Thankfully you thought ahead and are ready for what may

come.

In the last part of this series we will talk about realizing the need to keep a balance

between your life and your blog. In the meantime please sign up for my weekly

newsletter to stay on top of what Marilyn's Treats is up to and attend the Linkup

Parties hosted so I can help you share your content and reach readers that may

have not yet discovered just how awesome you are!



Until then Happy Blogging and feel free to leave comments below! I love to hear

what you are thinking!



Questions All Blogger Need To Ask Part 4 The Bottom Line

The Bottom Line and Emotional Toll of a Bloggers's Life
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A few weeks ago I presented a checklist of 10 questions titled Questions All

Bloggers Need To Ask. The next week we learned how to Define our Niche. Last

week we tested the warers and Set Sail using our answers to define the direction

and cost our blog should take as we start out. If you would like a quick review of

what we worked on to date please follow the links above and read parts 1, 2, and 3

again. The rest of us will wait with our checklists, pencils and note paper while you

catch up.

For this last part of the series I want to talk about a subject not often talked about

at all. This topic is bloggers experiences. I am referring to the toll blogging takes on

you, your family, your job, and your life. Just like any endeavor you take on,

blogging affects your direction of life as well as the lives of everyone around you.

Read that again. Blogging affects your direction of life as well as the lives of

everyone around you. There are consequences you must deal with that affects

your relationships. How you allow these to play out and how in tune you are to

them will decide how you grow as a blogger and person. These last questions will

show you how many circumstances you never actually considered when you

decided to start blogging. Things you weren't prepared for before you started your

journey. Things that are changing your daily life.

How you deal with these issues will strengthen and grow your personality as well

as your blog. Being aware of the changes will help to keep you from experiencing

burnout and failure. You aren't going to find a definitive answer written anywhere

to guide you in your direction. However you will understand what changes are

taking place and you will be able to react in whatever way is best for YOU.

The remaining questions are:

3. How much do you know about the Internet? Your subject(s)? How much are

you willing to learn? Are there any areas you DON'T want to be a part of?

Blogging affects your direction of life as well as the lives of everyone around you.

This is a key question. In addition to finding content and publishing it there are

things you have to become familiar with. Research, finding articles by others and

finding out the unique way you wish to present your own response to these ideas

isn't something you just sit down and discuss. Deciding how your valuable idea and

response is different than others and how it provides and answers a need of your

readers can take time to develop. It is key to developing a trust and bond with your

readers.

4. Are you willing to spend the time it takes to achieve you daily/weekly/monthly/
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goals? Can you put your Blog away to take time for yourself, your family, and the

unexpected?

The time you set aside for your blog has to come from areas of your day that are

now spent on other activities. By choosing this time you must be conscious of

where it will come from and what if anything will suffer or thrive by this change.

7. Impact on you and your family. What choices will you make in completing your

goals. What are the positive effects and adverse effects? Are you prepared to

compromise?

Your days and time spent on your blog will be different at times and that is ok. The

key is BALANCE. Make sure you set your priorities every day for that day. Your

career, family, faith, and health are very important and each needs to be

considered. Be aware that making changes are good responses. Your readers are

people just like you. They will understand if you don't post everyday. They will be

following you because they identify with you!

8. What part of your goals need to be met for you to feel successful?

This final question is meant to let you know when you need to step back and take

stock. Allow yourself to feel positive when you have accomplished a goal no matter

how small. Your biggest critic will be yourself. Allow your successes to make you

feel good about the time and energy you spend. It is the little things that when

added together create the bigger successes you achieve.

My goal in this series is to get bloggers to realize that the trials and tribulations you

face are not a burden, nor are they unique to just you. Know yourself, define your

needs and never be afraid to stumble, to change, and to grow!

Happy Blogging! Thank you for being a part of this series! As always I recognize

how hard you work on your content! Let me help you share it. Please sign up for

my weekly newsletter to be notified abut future Blogger Opportunities.
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