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Coming up in March
Saturday 7 March Shabbat Kat for pre-schoolers in the library 10-11am while the main Shabbat
morning service is in progress.

Monday 9 March come along for Purim fun, wear your costumes, enjoy eating some Hamentaschen.
Family activities from 6pm. Service starts at 6.30pm including the megillah reading and an adult Purim
skit. Please bring some finger food to share for an evening meal after the service.
Sunday 15 March there will be an interfaith service organised by the Auckland Interfaith Council to
mark the first anniversary of the Christchurch mosque attacks. It will be held at the Holy Trinity
Cathedral on Sunday 15 March from 2-3:30 pm. The service will promote peace, compassion and
harmony in memory of those whose lives were lost. Beth Shalom is participating in this service and we
do hope you will attend.
Sunday 22 March, 6pm the 2020 B&B AGM will be held at 6pm in the hall prior to the Beth Shalom
AGM, (snacks will be provided). If you are interested in standing for the B&B Board, please call the
office 524 4139 or email for a nomination form AJBBS@bethshalom.org.nz
Sunday 22 March, 7pm, Annual General Meeting in the hall.
Diarise Summer Soul Shabbaton 27, 28, 29 March 2020. Please book online via the website. Rabbi
Shoshanna Kaminsky, Shannyn and Max the soulful singers and Asher Truppman's Jazz Band – stay
tuned as more people come on board.
Thursday 9 April, 6pm Second night Community Seder.  Limited places, register and pay with the
office before Monday 30 March. 

--

--
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From the President ...
Dear Congregants,   I am writing to share with you a very exciting decision made by the board of
management.

As you know, we are grappling with some complex questions as a community including evaluating
the merits of moving to a shared Jewish Community Centre with the Auckland Hebrew
Congregation, and more critically trying to better  understand the spiritual, social and pastoral care
needs of the Beth Shalom community.

While the board commenced strategic planning and engaged a number of focus groups, time
constraints and lack of expertise was proving to make the job insurmountable in a timely fashion. In
order to expedite what is a pivotal stage in Beth Shalom’s development, we have engaged the help
of Rabbi George Wielechowski as our consultant in this process.

The board has had the opportunity to work informally with Rabbi George over the course of the
past 18 months. Some of you may even remember that Rabbi George came to visit Beth Shalom last
winter. Rabbi George specialises in congregational change and has worked with a wide range of
communities to help them articulate their vision, goals and priorities, helping define structures to
actively engage current members and attract new participation.

Rabbi George lives with his wife and 2 sons in San Diego so much of his consulting will be done
with the board and additional members via Skype and emails. However, he will also come to New
Zealand to meet with the greater community during the year as well as leading our High Holy Day
prayers. Rabbi George’s first visit will likely be at the beginning of April.

I know that you will welcome him warmly and I ask you please participate actively in this strategic
process to ensure that Beth Shalom is the strong, vibrant, meaningful community we all want it to
be. 

I will be watching closely from afar.

B’shalom,  Debbie

Rabbi George Wielechowski is a spiritual leader, entrepreneur, and the founding director of the
Open Dor Project. He earned his M.A. from Johns Hopkins University and his rabbinic ordination
from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. Rabbi George has worked in the pulpit and in
for/nonprofit executive roles and regularly advises Jewish organizations on creating accessible,
welcoming community and the importance of regular innovation and self-disruption.  He also
serves in strategic advisory roles for the Reconstructing Judaism movement, AVODAH, and
OneTable.  Rabbi George has previously developed, branded and helped manage early-stage
startups in the digital content creation, technology, education, and consumer product sectors.  An
active writer, filmmaker, and media producer, Rabbi George's creative credits also include
contributing essays, feature films, animation, documentary, and national television series credits. 
He lives with his wife and two sons in Cardiff, CA.

http://www.opendorproject.org/
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/
https://avodah.net/
https://onetable.org/
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Prayer for Healing Group

Click for service roster here                      

A group of Beth Shalom members has commenced, to think of and pray for individuals in our community, who are
in need of healing.

The idea is that this group is not an organised group or minyan. Simply, caring people who, when made aware of
the need, help healing with the power of prayer.

And that families in distress might receive comfort from the knowledge that this is taking place.

Caring for the unwell is part of being a community.

For those interested, I can supply articles: “The Jewish Way in Healing”, and some scientific research on the
positive power of prayer in healing.

 If you wish to be part of this group

Or, if you know of someone who is unwell that would appreciate our prayer

Please contact Leon Goldwater or Christine O’Brien at shul office

Leon:   ldgoldwater@gmail.com  020 403 88054

Christine:   office@bethshalom.org.nz  524 4139

--

--

http://bethshalom.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Service-roster-March-2020-AdarNisan-5780-1.pdf
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THE BUZZ
Tu B'Shevat, 16th February 2020.  We enjoyed a lovely Tu B'Shevat seder sitting

underneath our very own grapevine that was full of bunches of grapes.  The
participants donated money for the planting of three trees in Israel.
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Gene and I would like to say that we enjoyed our nice long visit with many people
from the community. The bonus for us is that our daughter Ellen enjoys living here

now, making it even sweeter for our visits to Auckland. We look forward to many
more visits in the near future. - Anita Sorkin

AUCKLAND LIBRARIES INVITES YOU TO THE CENTRAL CITY LIBRARY TO VIEW
AN OLD AND PRECIOUS MEGILLAH.   

 

Manuscripts display: Chag Purim Sameach! Happy Purim!

Heritage Collections Reading room, Level 2, Central Library

To celebrate Purim (Festival of Lots), a Judaic scroll (c. 1750-1800) from the Archives
& Manuscripts collection is being showcased. Purim is an important spring festival in
the Jewish calendar. It celebrates the deliverance of the Jews of the ancient Persian
Empire from a plot to murder them. This narrative is told in the Megillat Esther, Scroll
of Esther or מגילת אסתר, like the one on display, and is read during Purim.

This Megillah came to Auckland Libraries in 1894 [there is a date stamp] but there
is no record of who donated the scroll.  It was viewed by Sharon Lieberman Mintz,
curator of Jewish Art at the Library of The Jewish Theological Seminary and Senior
Consultant Judaica to Sotheby's New York, when she visited for Limmud, and she
gave assistance for describing and dating this scroll. 

The scroll will be on view from early March for the month.  

The Reading Room is open 9am to 5pm Monday -Friday and 10am to 4pm on
Saturday and Sunday.

--
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Beutel Seminar World Union for Progressive Judaism, attended by Debbie Miller 

Shalom Beth Shalom,

It has been an amazing past month. I traveled to Israel for the Beutel seminar put
on by the World Union for Progressive Judaism. Our leader for the seminar was
Sally Klein Katz, Jewish educator who has worked extensively in training Rabbis
and Jewish leadership in the movement. She drew together amazing leaders from
across the spectrum and as well as unique experience. . 

We learned from Rabbi Oded Mazor, the new rabbi at Kehilat Kol Hashema( Rabbi
Levi’s shul) how to support spiritual and religious purpose in your community.

Nikki Creigor, the head of the volunteers branch for the city of Jerusalem
overseeing programs that has 50,000 people volunteering across the spectrum of
Jerusalem life. She was amazing and really gave us great tips on how to make
volunteering work for everyone. 

We traveled to the reform
kibbutz in the Arava and saw
the revolutionary Green
Internship program at
kibbutz Lotan.  

We went to Neot Kedumim,
biblical gardens and did a
leadership training seminar
in nature.  

We also toured the old city
and studies  with Tel Aviv
University Professor Paul
Liptz about Israeli society
and politics. 

 I could go on but actually what I want to say is this is the best program I have ever
been on and if Sally is organizing the next Beutel seminar or the July Berman
Educators seminar I strongly recommend that you consider going on it. It is a 10
trip. You stay at Beit Shmuel ( reform movement guest house) and you see, learn
and get inspired.   Most of the people on my seminar were from around the globe
and small communities. It really was designed to support people like us. 
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If anyone is interested I am happy to talk to you.  It is also almost totally funded by
the Beutel Family so the cost is minimal and there are funds available to apply for
help if you need it.

Sunday school is back in session. Compliments of the COVID19 I was not there for
the past two weeks but luckily the wonderful teachers at Beth Shalom carried on
and ran the school.

Purim is around the corner and we are going to be making Hamantashen( yum) to
be delivered by our wonderful students in mishloach manor to the senior
members of our congregation. 

Purim spiel Esther story in the form of “Annie Get Your Gun “is hopefully going to
happen on Purim night. I still need 3 more actors in order for us to have a full cast.
It will not require any rehearsal except coming early on the night March 9th in
costume related to your part and reading from the script with a run through.  I will
send you the script ahead of time.

Shabbaton Marketing calling all people who would like to help call our members
and affiliates and help encourage them to participate in Shabbaton March 27-29.
contact;
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Studying Hebrew. Lets study Meditation -weekday mornings using Kabbalist
spherot (imagery).  It is a guided Jewish listening  meditation.

Shabbat Kat March 7th is looking for more lovely parents and kids to coming and
share in our joyous Shabbat morning service starting at 10-11 am.

 

A special Mazel
tov to JD on his
second bar
mitzvah here at
Beth Shalom last
shabbat. 
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Summer Soul Shabbaton March 27th-29th sign up now  by clicking on the link. 

Shabbaton is on March 27th-29th and we have successfully raised money to bring
over Rabbi Shoshana Kaminsky who has been the visiting support Rabbi for the
Indonesian Jewish community and she has pictures, slideshows and stories to
share. She also has her special brand of torah reading which is such a pleasure to
listen to and understand as she simultaneously translates as she sings the torah
reading.

Rabbi Shoshana says she is open to doing workshops on:

1) Menjadi Rabi Yahudi di Indonesia--Being a Rabbi in Indonesia, or 

2) Things I never imagined I'd do when I became a rabbi; 

3) Beyond Kumbaya:  asking the hard questions in multi-faith dialogue.

4) Hard-wired for Hope in a Hopeless World: a frank conversation about climate
change.

Please let us know which of these interest you.

Also Shannyn and Max Einsohn (Ahavat Hinam) are coming to Shabbaton. They
are the singing duo who have been with us before for Shabbaton, Limmud and
ChanukahFest.  We invite all of you to bring along your musical instruments and
special interests. We want to dance, sing, create and study. If you have something
to offer let us know.   Remember this is a cross-community gathering for young and
old and something for everyone. If you have a particular interest let us know.

http://sites.google.com/bethshalom.org.nz/shabbaton2020/registration-form
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Debbie Miller,  Education Co-ordinator at Beth Shalom 

027 765 3677 or 09 579 7715 or 09-524-4139  

--
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Ritcom reports ...
 On Monday 9 March we will be celebrating Purim.  The article below from My
Jewish Learning tells us about this festival, its origins and how we celebrate it these
days in the Community.  We look forward to seeing you at our Beth Shalom
Celebration of Purim at 6.30 pm on 9 March. Remember to bring some finger food
for a shared meal after the service. There will be children’s activities colouring in
masks from 6pm.

Purim 101
Purim is a joyous holiday that celebrates the saving of the Jews from a threatened
massacre in ancient Persia.

Purim, or the Feast of Lots, is a joyous holiday that recounts the saving of the Jews
from a threatened massacre during the Persian period (539-330 BCE). The story of
Purim is recounted in the Book of Esther, whose eponymous heroine plays the
leading role in saving her people. The holiday is traditionally celebrated with wild
abandon and with the giving of gifts to friends and the poor.

Purim History

While the origins of Purim appear clear from the Book of Esther, historians have
looked in vain for any sort of extra-biblical corroboration of the events of the story.
Be that as it may, it is a tale that purports to take place during a time when many
Jews were living in Persia. A young Jewish woman, Esther, rises to be Queen of
Persia under the tutelage of her guardian Mordecai. All, however, is not right. The
Jews have enemies, and a certain Haman, the grand vizier, plots the Jews’
destruction. Even though Esther has hidden her Jewish identity from all, Mordecai
prevails on her to risk her life by revealing her true identity to the king. She does this
and denounces the evil Haman’s plot. At the end of the story, the Jews are able to
turn the tables on their enemies, who are then punished in place of the intended
victims. This story is one of the most beloved in the Jewish community, because of
the hope that it gives a minority living in an oftentimes hostile majority culture. In
Masekhet Megillah (scroll), the Talmudic tractate devoted to Purim
observances, Rabbi Akiva declares the Book of Esther to be divinely inspired. Some
commentators believe this eventually led to the inclusion of Esther in the Hebrew
Bible, despite the omission of God from the book. The Greek versions of Esther
contain a number of additions–including God’s name–not found in the Hebrew story.

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/539_BCE-632_CE/Palestine_Under_Persian_Rule_I.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/In_the_Community/Purim_Story.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/History/Book_of_Esther.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/purim-history/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/History/Book_of_Esther.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/History/Origins.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/In_the_Community/Purim_Story.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/Themes_and_Theology/haman-cross.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Rabbinics/Talmud.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Rabbinics/Talmud/Mishnah/Mishnah_and_its_Times/Rabbi_Akiba.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Bible_101.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/History/Book_of_Esther/Greek_Versions.shtml
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Purim at Home

In distinction to various other holidays, such as Pesach (Passover), Purim is the
quintessential community holiday. Nonetheless, there are a number of activities that
are centered in the home. One of the favorite activities in preparation for the holiday
is the baking of hamantaschen, the triangular filled pastries that are the traditional
food at Purim time. In addition, following the commandment to give gifts to friends
and the poor, the preparation of so-called mishloah manot baskets is a fun activity to
engage in, as is their distribution on the holiday. The centerpiece of Purim’s home
celebration is the seudah, a festive meal accompanied by alcoholic beverages.

Celebrating Purim in the Community Purim is a community holiday of joyful
celebration. The centerpiece of the communal celebration is the reading of the
Scroll of Esther, the Megillah, in the synagogue. This is a raucous affair, with whoops,
hollers, and noise being made every time that Haman’s name is mentioned, so no
one can hear the name of this horrible evildoer. Another tradition is the Purim
shpiel, the Purim play, during which fun is poked at community leaders and
members. Purim has often been called the Jewish carnival, and dressing in costume
and taking part in a Purim carnival heighten the levity of the day, on which one is
encouraged to engage in activities that at other times of the year would be
somewhat more restricted in scope, such as drinking.

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/At_Home.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover/Passover_101.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/At_Home/Foods/Hamantaschen.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/At_Home/Gifts.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/At_Home/Meal.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/In_the_Community.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/In_the_Community/Megillah_Reading.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Prayer/Synagogue_and_Religious_Leaders.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/In_the_Community/Plays_and_Carnivals.shtml
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Purim Themes and Theology

The overriding theme of Purim is the saving of the Jews from a mortal threat. Even
though God is not mentioned at all in the Book of Esther, from a Jewish
perspective, God is the one who is pulling the strings of redemption behind the
scenes. The holiday of Purim has become one of the best-loved holidays of the
Jewish year. The reasons for this are easy to see. It is a joyous holiday on which
everyone just lets go. Most significant, however, is the paradigmatic nature of the
story of Purim. It is not difficult to see how a story in which a small and
threatened Jewish community in exile is able to triumph over its foes would prove to
be a powerful image for a Diaspora community faced over the centuries with threats
from many different sources. The story of Purim, however, holds out the hope that no
matter how bad the circumstances, things will turn out well in the end.

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/Themes_and_Theology.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/Themes_and_Theology/Hidden_God.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Purim/Themes_and_Theology/Jews_in_Exile.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Jewish_World_Today/Jews_Around_the_Globe.shtml
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PURIM SERVICE followed by pot luck party
--
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 Beth Shalom Community Care 2020

Hi Everyone,

We hope this finds you all well and judging by the fact we have not had too busy a month, would like to
assume that this is the case.  Unfortunately I suspect this is not so, and that there are a few people who
could have reached out to us but didn’t. 

We understand there are many reasons why people don’t, independence, pride, embarrassment, among
other things.  Let me assure you, our role is not in any way to disrespect you, but to offer help and
support in an unobtrusive way, which we would hope you can feel comfortable with.  It’s nice to get a visit,
a phone call, or a card when you may be feeling unwell or down, and to us, we are doing a mitzvah, and
you wouldn’t deny us that, now would you?

We have found that people are not very quick to ask for help for themselves, mainly because they don’t
always feel their need is worthy enough.  This is not true as far as we are concerned. All congregants are
born equal, and everyone’s need is important to us. I would like to ask the families to get a bit involved
here, if you know someone that wouldn’t ask for themselves, then please let us know, if you think there is
any way, we can be there for the person you have in mind.

Some of you may hear of something we have done for someone, and think ‘well, they didn’t do anything
for me when I needed it’ In that case, please ask yourself, did we know about you??

We, the C/Care Team, had a meeting a couple of weeks ago, and one of the things we discussed and are
putting into action in the near future is a Telephone Tree.  This is something we did many years ago, and
we have decided to resurrect it.  It is a way of touching base with members of the community, who for
various reasons do not have a lot of contact with many people. 

We are starting with the over 75’s, mainly because we have to start somewhere, and this won't necessarily
mean all of them, as some have busy lives with families around, BUT, many do not.  If you feel you would
prefer us not to call, let us know, and if you are younger, but think it would be nice to be on the list, then
also, let us know and we will include you.

This will happen once or twice a month, we will not be asking you for money, or a commitment in any way,
all we will be asking is ‘How are you?’  and ‘would you like a friendly voice to call once or twice a month to
say ‘Hello?’

Also, if you think this is something nice that you would want to do, please join the Team, the more people
we have, the less work it is for everyone.  We are a bit sparse with team members in certain areas and
would love to have any of you on board.  If you’d like to know more, give us a ring and have a chat.

Have an enjoyable and healthy March.  Best wishes from Lita and the Community Care Team  

Contact:

Chris Shiller 021 177 4934  shiller@iorcon.net.nz,  Lorna Orbell 022 026 2899   chaim@slingshot.co.nz

Lita Summerfield  021 297 9462 (TEXT ONLY) serendipitylns40@gmail.com 

Or contact the office 09 524 4139 

--

https://beacon.by/dashboard/ebooks-edit/125951#/pages/1118890
mailto:shiller@iorcon.net.nz
mailto:chaim@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:serendipitylns40@gmail.com
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Auckland Jewish Burial & Benevolent
Society

Shalom - The seasons come and go and I swear each year goes faster! They say it's all relative to the
number of years we have had lived - which I guess makes some sense! But there are ways perhaps we
can extend our days... to find the time to slow down and rest - like the opportunity that Shabbat offers.
The Burial and Benevolent committee are pleased to once again support the annual Shabbaton. We
encourage everyone to register if you haven't already for a truly restorative but engaging weekend in the
Waitakere foothills. There are sponsored places so don't let money be a barrier to your participation.

At our next meeting the committee will be discussing the Ministry of Health's consultation currently
underway and welcome your feedback to inform our thinking. The documents can be found here

"This consultation document sets out a range of options for modernising the legislation relating to death,
burial, cremation and funerals in New Zealand, including the Burial and Cremation Act 1964, Cremation
Regulations 1973 and the Health (Burial) Regulations 1946.

Urupā (Māori burial grounds), registration of mortuaries, burial at sea and international transportation of
bodies are out of scope of this review.

The Ministry of Health is seeking feedback on the options from industry and other interested
stakeholders, including the general public. This consultation will help inform the development of a
modern, fit-for-purpose legislation for death, burial, cremation and funerals.

Each section proposes a range of options to modernise the law in relation to the topic. The Ministry has
indicated its preferred option in each section. We now want to seek the views of stakeholders to inform
further policy development".

The Burial and Benevolent Society committee play a critical role in the care of our community and families
at the important time of passing as well as assisting with well-being for members who may be
experiencing day to day hardship. Our role as a committee is to ensure our service leaders are well
prepared and supported in this work and that we are best able to advise the community with integrity.

This AGM we are looking with interest to those who feel they may be able to contribute to the workings of
this committee. I will be standing again for President, David Singer Treasurer, Sue Pezaro Secretary, and
the committee members Stephanie Markson and David Zussman will also stand again. We will sadly be
saying farewell to our Vice President Diana Hoskyn after a long-standing role with the committee.

If you think you may be interested in joining the committee - please feel free to give me a call to discuss 

Sue Berman 022 0513 589 or talk to other members of the committee for more information. 

The AGM will be at 6pm on Sunday 22nd March followed by snacks and the Beth Shalom Board AGM.

Stay warm and well as we head into the Autumn season.

--

https://consult.health.govt.nz/environmental-and-border-health/death-funerals-burial-and-cremation/
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Summer Soul Shabbaton 27-29 March
--

http://sites.google.com/bethshalom.org.nz/shabbaton2020/registration-form
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Pesach Seder, Second night  
--
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Their Family Stories 
--
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Auckland Inter-Faith Council  
--


