
Support LD 164: An Act to Fund the Lake Restoration and Protection Fund 

Summary: This bill allocates $9 million in each of the next two years to the Lake Restoration and Protection 

Fund at the Department of Environmental Protection to support projects that improve or maintain the quality 

of lake waters in the State.   

Public Hearing: Jan. 30 at 9 a.m., Environment and Natural Resources Committee, Cross Building Room 216 

Join Fellow Lake Activists and Speak Up for Funding Healthy Lakes Today!  

You can help pass this important lake funding bill by submitting written testimony and by speaking at the 
public hearing (either in-person or remotely via Zoom). See reverse for details.  

Why is now the right time to invest in the future of Maine’s lakes and ponds? 

The changing climate is taking a toll on lake health that will only grow in the future.  

More frequent and intense storms have drastically increased the volume of 
stormwater runoff, which has carried tons of soil and pollutants into our 
waters.1 This trend is expected to continue in the future, and funding is 
needed for shoreline management practices will have to be more robust, 
and implemented in more places, to adequately protect lake water quality.   

Invasive species spread will further reduce the quality of Maine’s waters. 

Invasive aquatic species continue to make their way into Maine’s waters, 
which now host seven different invasive aquatic plant species in 35 waterbodies. Warmer waters and 
shorter periods under ice mean better growing conditions for these species. To maintain the quality of 
Maine’s waters, management of infestations along with risk reduction strategies such as boat inspections 
will have to grow in coming decades as the risk of invasive spread continues to grow.  

Risks to human health from harmful algae blooms are growing. 

In recent years, several Maine lakes have started developing harmful algae blooms. More funding will be 
needed to assist towns, lake associations and others who want to work with the state to increase outreach 
efforts and reduce the likelihood of blooms in the future and their negative economic impacts.  

Projects needed to improve or maintain the quality of lake waters have outpaced existing funding sources. 

● LakeSmart, an education program for homeowners, has identified hundreds of Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) (such as rain gardens, irrigation trenches, vegetative buffers, and rubber razors) on 
more than 35 lakes across the state that should be implemented to protect lake water quality. Funding is 
a known to BMP implementation.  

● Aging septic systems and systems in bad soils need to be replaced to protect waters from harmful 
pollutants that impact both water quality and human health. 

● The needs of invasive species prevention programs cannot keep pace with demand, with rising salaries 
and a limited workforce severely restricting the ability of these programs to succeed.  

 
1 Maine Climate Council Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. 2020. Scientific Assessment of Climate Change and Its Effects in 

Maine. A Report by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (STS) of the Maine Climate Council (MCC). Augusta, Maine. 370 pp. 

Healthy lakes and ponds are essential to a thriving Maine economy. But the cost of keeping our 

lakes and ponds healthy is growing each year, outpacing existing sources of funding. That growth 

is expected to continue, perhaps at an even faster pace, in the future. 

Funding lake health today through the Lake Restoration and Protection Fund is a sound 

investment in the future of Maine’s lakes and outdoor economy. 
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Why should we invest in the future of Maine’s lakes? 

Clean lakes are essential to our tourism and outdoor recreation industries. 

● More than 340,000 people fish in Maine, and they pay for licenses, boat
registrations, and supplies in lake communities.

● Boating and fishing together generated $485 million in Maine in 2021
and were the largest segment of Maine’s outdoor recreation economy.2

● Maine registers about 120,000 boats each year.

Local communities and businesses rely on clean lakes for tax dollars and revenue. 

● A recent University of Maine analysis found direct expenditures related to lakefront properties (taxes,
purchases, and maintenance) were $695 million per year, and direct expenditures related to recreational

uses (swimming, boating, fishing, waterfowl hunting) were over $1.8 billion/year.3 

● From that same analysis, a likely conservative estimate of the net economic value of Great Ponds in
Maine (in 2021 dollars) was over $12 billion (includes direct and indirect expenditures for recreation,
water consumption, summer camps, and lakefront properties).

● The bulk of municipal tax revenue in many rural Maine towns comes from lakefront property taxes.

Studies have documented that decreases in water quality negatively impact real estate and associated value. 

● A previous study in Maine estimated a 1-meter change in water clarity on a lake would result in a 3-9%
change in shorefront property value. High water quality is critical to maintaining shorefront value.4

● The estimated property value loss on 191 lakes in Maine thought to be below expected water quality
standards is between $256-512 million.5

For directions on submitting written testimony, speaking before the committee, or registering to get a Zoom 
link to testify remotely before the committee, visit https://www.lakes.me/take-action. 

For the most impact, please consider testifying before the committee on Jan. 30th. 

Questions? Reach out to Susan Gallo, Executive Director of Maine Lakes any time at sgallo@lakes.me. 

2 U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. 2022. https://www.bea.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/orsa1122.pdf 
3 A. Daignault and M. Genoter. 2022. Valuing the Economic Benefits of Maine’s Great Ponds in the 21st Century  
4 J. Shuetz, K. Boyle and R. Bouchard. 2001. The Effects of Water Clarity on Economic Values and Economic Impacts of Recreational 

Uses of Maine’s Great Ponds. Maine Ag and Forest Experiment Station, Misc. Report 421.  
5 Maine Department of Environmental Protection, The Economics of Lakes, Dollars and Sense, 

https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/lakes/research.html 

Investing in the future of Maine’s lakes and ponds is a win-win for all who live in or visit Maine. There is 

no shortage of work to be done to protect lake health both today and into the future.  

But there is a chronic shortage of funds to get those projects completed. The funding provided in LD 164 

will help assure a healthy future for Maine’s precious lakes and ponds. 
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