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The Nature and Impact of Sin

Sin is acting contrary to God’s expressed 
standard.
• “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 

practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4, 
ESV)
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Persistent unrepentant sin indicates the lack 
of a relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.

• “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; 
sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away 
sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on 
sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 
Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness 
is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is 
of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in 
him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the 
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.” (1 John 3:4–10, ESV)

The anatomy of sin

• “But each person is tempted when he is lured and 
enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.” (James 1:14–15, ESV)

Sin is deadly

• “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and so death spread 
to all men because all sinned—” (Romans 5:12, ESV)

• “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23, 
ESV)
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• “but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So 
Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lord said to 
Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face 
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”” 
(Genesis 4:5–7, ESV)

Sin exercises control

Sin exercises control

• “Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave 
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.” (John 8:34–36, ESV)

• “Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 
of obedience, which leads to righteousness?” (Romans 
6:16, ESV)

Sin is deceptive

• “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from 
the living God. But exhort one another every day, as 
long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” (Hebrews 3:12–
13, ESV)
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The gravity of sin is illustrated by the sacrifice 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

• “For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:21–25, 
ESV)

Sin and personal accountability

•Ezekiel 18

Sin has lingering consequences

• God’s direct judgment
• David’s family after his sin of murder and adultery
• The Kingdom of Israel and Judah

• The natural corrupting influence of ungodliness
• Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:7; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 
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