


Shepherding Children Through 
Crisis: Relationships



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Love-God’s kind of love flows outward and upward.

35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into 
his hand. John 3:35 (ESV) 

20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he 
himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show 
him, so that you may marvel. John 5:20 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Authority and Submission-respects each other’s unique role 
in the relationship.

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees 
the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son 
does likewise. John 5:19 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Appropriate Communication
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he 

himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show 
him, so that you may marvel. John 5:20 (ESV) 
36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 
Matthew 24:36 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Appropriate Communication
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he 
prayed. Mark 1:35 (ESV) 

12 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all 
night he continued in prayer to God. Luke 6:12 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Trust
22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 

to the Son, John 5:22 (ESV) 

26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the 
Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 
John 5:26-27 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Trust
41 And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, 

and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, 
but yours, be done.” Luke 22:41-42 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Interdependence
30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and 

my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the 
will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about 
myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who 
bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that 
he bears about me is true. John 5:30-32 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Bless those in and around the relationship
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death to life. John 5:24 
(ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Has the goal of bringing glory to God.
22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 

to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor 
the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father who sent him. John 5:22-23 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Unity
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe 

in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have 
given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, 
so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as 
you loved me. John 17:20-23 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

A growing positive influence in the world.
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he 

himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show 
him, so that you may marvel. John 5:20 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Builds up each party of the relationship
22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 

to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor 
the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father who sent him. John 5:22-23 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Builds up each party of the relationship

• 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know 
you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that 
you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed. John 17:1-5 (ESV) 



The relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sets the standard for all relationships

Builds up each party of the relationship

• 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. John 16:13-15 (ESV) 



Inappropriate relationships should be avoided 
or ended.

• 14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what 
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? 15 What accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an 
unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I 
will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 2 
Corinthians 6:14-16 (ESV) 



Inappropriate relationships should be avoided 
or ended.

• 17 Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from 
them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will 
welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall 
be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 2 
Corinthians 6:17-18 (ESV) 



Appropriate but broken or unhealthy 
relationships are to be restored.

•Give priority to reconciliation
• 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 
24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift. Matthew 5:23-24 (ESV) 



Appropriate but broken or unhealthy 
relationships are to be restored.

•Do all you can to restore an appropriate relationship.
• First do this privately

• 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. Matthew 18:15 (ESV) 



Appropriate but broken or unhealthy 
relationships are to be restored.

•Do all you can to restore an appropriate relationship.
• If necessary involve other believers or the larger church 

body.
• 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 

you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Matthew 18:16-
17 (ESV) 



Appropriate but broken or unhealthy 
relationships are to be restored.

•Do all you can to restore an appropriate 
relationship.
•Never give up on the possibility for reconciliation.

• 21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how 
often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? 
As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do 
not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
Matthew 18:21-22 (ESV) 


