


Shepherding Children Through 
Crisis: Identity



Foundational Truth: Children need parents 
to teach and guide them.  Deuteronomy 6

Parents who know and live out God’s instruction
Deuteronomy 6:1-3

Parents who actively instill in their children the 
teachings of God.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Parents who effectively pass on the faith to the next 
generation.

Deuteronomy 6:10-15



Foundational Truth: Children need parents 
to teach and guide them.  Deuteronomy 6

Parents who help their children learn from the mistakes 
of the past.

Deuteronomy 6:16-19
Parents who explain life in the context of God’s activity.

Deuteronomy 6:20-25



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●A person made in the image of God
●26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
Genesis 1:26 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Male or female
●27 So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. Genesis 1:27 (ESV) 

●4 He answered, “Have you not read that he who 
created them from the beginning made them male 
and female, Matthew 19:4 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Fallen
●23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, Romans 3:23 (ESV) 
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned— Romans 5:12 
(ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Fallen
●18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men. Romans 5:18 (ESV) 
17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, 
and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for 
these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do. Galatians 5:17 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Fallen
●18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. 
For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 
carry it out. Romans 7:18 (ESV) 
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Beneficiary of God’s love and care.
●5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him to have a great millstone fastened around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
Matthew 18:5-6 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Beneficiary of God’s love and care.
●10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I 

tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my 
Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a 
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the 
one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went 
astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. Matthew 18:10-14 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Beneficiary of God’s love and care.
●13 Then children were brought to him that he might 
lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples 
rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid 
his hands on them and went away. Matthew 19:13-
15 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●Beneficiary of God’s love and care.
●4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:4-9 
(ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●After the child has received Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord.
●A new creation
●17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 
Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●After the child has received Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord.
●God’s temple
●19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are 
not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (ESV) 



Shepherding your child to embrace God’s 
revelation of his or her identity.

●After the child has received Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord.
●God’s masterpiece
●10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) 


