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Freedom, Equality, Economic Prosperity and Social Justice for All and 
A Government That Serves the Common Good 

 
The Boulder County Democratic Party seeks to create and support a community of informed citizens actively 
engaged in the processes of democracy. We believe that the right for each citizen to vote with ease in open and 
fair elections is essential to the health of our democracy and must be protected by our government and its laws. 

We believe that freedom of conscience and freedom of choice are innate rights of every human being. Government 
must be equitable, just, open, accountable and dedicated to the common good.  We affirm the inalienable rights for 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. We are dedicated to ensuring every citizen has real opportunity to prosper 
in a healthy environment, with access to adequate food, shelter, employment, education, and health care.   

We are mindful of the blessings of democracy as well as our consequent obligation to contribute toward international 
cooperation, peace, and prosperity, not only for ourselves, but for all.  
 
Boulder County Democrats stand united on the issues. We support:  
A government of, for and by the People 
Boulder County Democrats strongly believe government must be of, for and by the People, not corporations. Speech 
must, in truth, be free and not limited to those with money, influence and power. The People must be informed by 
facts, not deception. One voice must equal one vote that is surely counted. Our government must be in alignment 
with the will of the majority and our leaders must be held accountable when they fail that will.  
 
A government that ensures equally the liberty and rights of all 
Boulder County Democrats firmly support the Civil Liberties, provided by the Constitution of the United States and its 
Amendments. We strongly affirm that all persons share equally in the rights of freedom of speech, expression, press 
and religion. Personal decisions concerning health, faith, political affiliations, or marriage are the domain of each 
individual’s conscience and belief system and do not require governmental intervention.   
We believe the civil liberties granted by our Constitution must be equally applied to all persons, regardless of race, 
religion, ethnicity, national origin, ancestry, gender or gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, immigration 
status, economic status, disability, or age. Discrimination must be prevented and, when injury is done, action must be 
taken to put an end to and compensate for such injustice. We call for comprehensive immigration reform that 
includes a pathway to earned citizenship. 

We believe that personal liberty should be limited only after careful and objective consideration of risk to the greater 
community. We believe that it is time to undo the restrictions and invasions that have occurred as a consequence of 
the U.S. PATRIOT Act and to reclaim our civil liberties. All citizens, their persons, property and privacy, must be 
protected from unreasonable search and seizure and from arbitrary interference by individuals or by government, 
when there is no evidence of threat to the security of others.  

With personal liberty, including the 2nd Amendment right to bear arms, comes personal responsibility. We strongly 
support common sense gun control regulations to ensure for the safety of all. If the responsibilities of a citizen are 
not upheld and harm comes to others, it is the duty of our government to protect its citizens through the criminal and 
civil justice systems. We believe in the power of the U.S. Constitution and our criminal justice system to achieve true 
justice when applied fairly, wisely and without bias. We passionately believe that anyone arrested on any offense is 
innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.   
 
A government that ensures for the wellbeing of our planet for generations to come 
A healthy democracy and fair and just government is unsupportable without a viable planet and sustainable future. 
Boulder County Democrats believe in the fundamental right of all people to have clean air, clean water and a healthy 
environment. Our local, state and national leaders must provide for the long-term protection of our people, our 
communities, nature and our environment, particularly over and above the interests of short-term corporate greed 
and profit. 
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Boulder County Democrats call for coherent energy policies at state and national levels, which limit the causes of 
environmental degradation and climate change.  The US must take a lead in the global commitment to reduce 
atmospheric carbon dioxide. Emissions from human activity must be reduced through energy efficiency and the use 
of renewable energy in place of subsidized fossil fuel and nuclear produced energy.  

We call for comprehensive taxes on pollution, including a carbon tax, which fully reflect the costs to society. Full 
remediation of environmental damage, from any source, must include significant penalties and be achieved through 
the effective monitoring, verification and enforcement of strong environmental regulations. We support community 
rights for self-determination and believe all local governments have the right to protect the health and well being of 
their citizens. 
 
A government that ensures for the economic prosperity for all its citizens 
Boulder County Democrats believe that government policies should promote economic prosperity and justice for all, 
and serve the common good, not just the wealthy few. Over the past thirty years, the legislative emphasis on 
decreased financial regulation, increased tax relief to the wealthy and, more recently, calls to cut our deficit and limit 
our spending have only served to exacerbate extreme economic disparity and the suffering of many.  

To return to full health, an ailing economy requires the willingness of a nation to invest in its people and its future. 
Adequate taxation, including a progressive state and federal income tax, is essential in order to pay for community 
state and federal services necessary for a civilized and functioning society. We believe our nation can provide for the 
common good fairly and equitably, without unduly burdening future generations, the elderly, the infirm or the poor.  

We believe that government policy should promote the success of business and foster job growth. What is good for 
business must also be good for its workers, good for the environment and sustainable for generations to come. We 
support the creation of jobs to address global climate change and trade policies that promote human rights and 
protect the rights of workers and the environment. 

We believe that access to employment at a living wage is a basic right for every individual, regardless of race, color, 
creed, or sexual orientation. Anyone who does a fair day’s work deserves a fair day’s pay with adequate benefits, 
rights to organize, and a safe working environment. Our nation must do all it can to return our people to work and 
self-sufficiency; to free them of the need for unemployment benefits, food stamps and social services; and to restore 
their ability to pay taxes and share equitably in the burdens as well as the benefits we bear as a nation. 
 
A government that provides quality education and prepares its citizens for the future 
Boulder County Democrats hold a vision for education that ensures all Colorado children receive a quality education 
and that schools are fully funded to achieve these ends. We believe that the civic and economic vitality of the State of 
Colorado, our nation and the world depends on the skill level, creativity, problem-solving capacity and leadership 
abilities of its workforce. The highest quality education, from preschool through post-secondary vocational training 
and college, must be accessible and affordable for all.  
 
A government that ensures for the wellbeing of all its citizens 
We believe, as a matter of social justice, that health care for all in the United States is a basic human right, serves 
the common good, and is essential to the health of our nation. Boulder County Democrats support the Affordable 
Care Act and believe that it is vital to our citizens and economy that our nation continues the work of establishing an 
affordable, comprehensive, efficient and accountable health care system for all. 
 
A government that works for peace and the wellbeing of people around the world 
We believe our foreign policy should reflect our highest principles of freedom, justice for all, equality, human dignity, 
the right of a people for self-determination, the rule of international law, and the principles stated in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. We strongly support free, fair and transparent elections and civil rights to ensure for 
the full participation and protection of all citizens in their respective nations. 
 
We support engaging with the people of the world as partners and contributing to the peace and security of the world 
as a free, open and democratic society. We believe that our nation can work positively together with other 
international institutions to assist in the resolution of international conflict without imposing its will.  
 
We believe war must be just and waged only as a last resort, after all efforts at diplomacy have failed.  Where there 
is conflict, involving our own and other nations, or conflict within and amongst other nations, every effort must be 
made to bring that conflict to a just and timely end.  
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Boulder County Democratic Party  
2014 Essential Platform  

  

Climate Change:         
A healthy democracy and fair and just government is unsupportable without a viable planet and sustainable future.  
CEE 25. Amend the Colorado Constitution to give all local governments the right to protect the health and 
well being of its citizens,* such as by issuing regulations, moratoria and/or bans on fossil fuel extraction, such as 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”), and other activities in their communities. (A moratorium, for example, can provide 
time for due diligence, including gathering high quality pre-drilling baseline environmental data.)  
CEE 1. National carbon policies and incentives that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, with the goal of 
reducing US carbon emission by 5% per year, until they have been reduced by 80%-90% from current levels. 
CEE 3. Comprehensive taxes on pollution, including a carbon tax, which fully reflect the costs of pollution to 
society. 
CEE 12. Funds modernization of the US power grid, so that it is capable of handling a variety of energy sources for 
enhanced efficiency, security, reliability and flexibility of our energy supply. 
CEE 2. Establishing US leadership and commitment to global efforts to reduce, as soon as possible, atmospheric 
carbon dioxide to 350 ppm (parts per million), the scientific consensus of a safe level. 
CEE 27. Amend the Colorado Constitution to recognize the commonality of shared air and water, extending beyond 
the boundaries of our towns, cities and counties; the fundamental rights of all people to have clean air, clean water 
and a healthy environment; and to establish that these rights carry at least the legal weight of property rights. 
CEE: 50. Eliminate exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes from all environmental laws. 

Economic Prosperity, Social Justice and Labor:  
Boulder County Democrats believe that government policies should promote economic prosperity and justice for all.  

EP 59. A significant minimum wage increase that exceeds federal poverty guidelines, is indexed to inflation and 
accounts for the true costs for food, housing, utilities, health care, and transportation. 
EP 3. Reinvigorate the economy, put people back to work and address our nation’s critical needs, by providing 
funds for: safety personnel; improved urban water systems; the strengthening of our national power grid; alternative 
energy development; the rebuilding of our schools; the replacement of decaying bridges, roads and highways; the 
expansion of mass transportation infrastructure; and adequate housing assistance to the needy. 
EP 11. Eliminate the ceiling on income that is subject to Social Security tax (currently $106,800). 
EP 4. Protect depositors from the hazards of risky investment and speculation by reinstating the Glass-Steagall Act 
(passed in 1933 and repealed in 1999), mandating the separation of commercial and investment banking. 
EP 41. Prohibit trade agreements such as TPP & TAFTA from abridging or overriding Environmental Protection laws 
in any country, state or locality. 

Healthy Democracy:  
Boulder County Democrats strongly believe government must be of, for and by the People, not corporations.  

HD 1. A constitutional amendment guaranteeing that every citizen of the United States, who is of legal voting 
age, shall have the fundamental right to vote with ease, without restriction and with no threat of 
disenfranchisement in any public election held in the jurisdiction in which the citizen resides, that all such votes shall 
be counted (e.g., Bush v. Gore) and which empowers congress to set and enforce minimal electoral standards.  
HD 25. Prohibiting the gerrymandering of Congressional districts (the political manipulation or rigging of district 
lines to favor one or another political party).   
HD 20. Mandatory public funding for all campaigns. 
HD 2. Changes and enforcement of the Voting Rights Act to require that all states uphold federal voting rights 
standards and obtain federal preclearance before making any changes to election laws. 
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Civil Liberties:  
We strongly affirm that all persons share equally in the rights of freedom of speech, expression, press and religion.  

CL 55. Amend the U.S. Constitution to overturn the flawed Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United v. Federal 
Elections Commission – we believe that corporations are not people and that they can and should be regulated to 
ensure the rights of actual people 
CL 1. The full separation of church and state. 
CL 6. The right to vote 
CL 49. Abolish the death penalty in the United States. 
CL 45. Take the influence of money out of the criminal justice system by eliminating all for-profit detention facilities 
and programs. 

Health Care:  
Health care is a basic human right, serves the common good, and is essential to the health of our nation. 

HC 1. A national Single Payer health care system, guaranteeing quality, affordable and comprehensive health 
care for all through a not-for-profit single-payer financed system. 
HC 29. A unified system that operates fully for the benefit of Colorado residents; determined by local needs; with 
health care premium money remaining in Colorado; governed democratically by members (all Colorado residents) 
with the interests of the members rather than outside interests being served. 
HC 6. Giving Medicare permission to negotiate prescription drug costs directly with the pharmaceutical industry. 

Education:  
The highest quality education must be accessible and affordable for all. 

ED 3. The repeal of Article 10, Section 20, TABOR, and Section 3, Gallagher, from the Colorado Constitution. 
ED 22. We support a fact-based curriculum, which accurately reflects the history of the country without bias and in 
which science teaching reflects reality. 
ED 25. We support preschool and full-day kindergarten. 

International Relations and Foreign Policy: 
We believe that our nation can work to assist in the resolution of international conflict without imposing its will.  
IR 45. Work for a just and equitable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by supporting the Obama 
administration’s current and ongoing effort to facilitate conflict resolution agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians, recognizing that it is the responsibility of the parties to negotiate the terms of that peace. 
IR 49. Strongly support free, fair and transparent elections and civil rights to ensure for the full participation and 
protection of all citizens in their respective nations; unbiased media coverage; and unbiased public and private 
education pertaining to the historical and spiritual roots and culture of all peoples in the region.  

IR 47. Make sure that all agreements for ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict include the end of the use of violence 
against each other, and the acceptance of each other’s right to exist. 
 

Civil Rights:  
We believe the civil liberties granted by our Constitution must be equally applied to all persons. 

CR 30. Support the Federal bipartisan DREAM Act (Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) that 
provides citizenship for students who finish high school and complete two years of college or military service. 
CR 19. Oppose the "Daily Quota" and the incarceration of undocumented immigrants who have committed no 
criminal offense. (Congress requires the Dept. of Homeland Security to hold 34,000 undocumented immigrants daily, 
delivering millions of dollars a year to private prison companies.) 
CR 8. Support efforts to expand the definition of marriage to include same-sex couples. 
 

1) Statements with blue font are from the “Whole Platform Ultra Priority Legislative Drivers” list. 
2) Criteria for inclusion in the Essential Platform: The first three statements of highest rank, in any plank were chosen for inclusion and all 
statements with a score of 3.0 and above, with these exceptions: Originally, two variations of statements calling for both “Citizens United” and a 
“Single Payer” health care system achieved a score of above 3.0. All four are in the “Whole Platform Ultra Priority Legislative Drivers” list, but only 
the highest ranked statements for each issue remains in the Essential Platform. Clearly these are important issues for our community! Note: The 
statement with the next highest rank in the platform has replaced each of these statements in the Essential Platform. 
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Civil Liberties: 

 
Boulder County Democrats believe that all human beings are created equal, being born with inalienable rights to Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. The Constitution of the United States, Amendments to the Constitution and 
International Law, provide Civil Liberties to protect all citizens from arbitrary interference by individuals or by 
government. 
 
We rely on these basic rights to ensure for the stability and security of our lives, within the framework of existing law, 
confident that our liberty and pursuit of happiness are limited only by our own choices and will not be undermined by 
outside forces that seek to restrain the world of possibilities to which we strive. 
 
Along with these basic individual rights come individual responsibilities. If these responsibilities are not upheld and 
harm consequently comes to others, it is the duty of our government to protect its citizens through the criminal and 
civil justice systems.  
 
In the process of meting out justice, the government must itself be held to standards of fairness and humanity. 
 
Section I – Individual Human Rights:  
Boulder County Democrats affirm our support for the 14th Amendment and its guarantees of the human rights of 
equality and liberty, including the rights to self-determination and autonomy.  We also affirm our support for the 
fundamental 1st Amendment rights of Freedom of Speech, Expression, Press and Religion for all persons.  Personal 
decisions concerning health, faith, political affiliations, or marriage are the domain of each individual’s conscience 
and belief system and do not require governmental intervention.   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon local, state and national leaders to vigilantly reassert basic human 
rights and ensure: 

1. The full separation of church and state.     
2. The right to exercise individual conscience and religion. 
3. The right of assembly. 
4. The protection of all non-violent protestors from the use of unnecessary force by others, including law 

enforcement.   
5. Free press; the protection of the press from undue influence by government or corporations.  
6. The right to vote. 
7. An end to coercion, forced servitude and/or the human trafficking of any person into situations such as, but 

not limited to, forced marriages, illegal adoptions, sweatshops, and unpaid domestic service. 
 
Implied US Constitutional Rights:  
Many rights have been inferred from the language, history and structure of the constitution, or from legal precedent, 
including the right to privacy, the right to autonomy, the right to dignity and the right to an abortion (based upon the 
right to privacy).   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call on our elected officials to support and ensure the enforcement of 
legislation, which:  

8. Supports the right to reproductive autonomy, ensuring that all people have access to the full range of 
affordable, safe, legal and confidential reproductive services, without interference by governmental agencies 
or other organizations.   

9. Supports the right to privacy including the right to sexual activity between consenting adults.  
10. Supports marriage equality. 
11. Supports the right to death with dignity. 
12. Supports the right to clean air and clean water. 

 
The Right to Bear Arms Responsibly: 
The Boulder County Democratic Party believes in the 2nd Amendment right to bear arms, and we believe that 
individuals should be required to take full responsibility for the safe storage and responsible use of such arms.  
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Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for commonsense legislation to:  
13. Require background checks for all prospective gun purchasers to minimize gun sales to felons, violent 

criminals, domestic abusers and the mentally ill.   
14. Require safe storage for privately owned guns and ammunition.  
15. Regulate military-style assault weapons with high capacity ammunition magazines that allow a person to fire 

a large number of rounds quickly and without having to reload. 
16. Regulate large caliber ammunition. 
17. Give universities, places of business and communities the right to regulate or restrict weapons on their 

‘premises’.   
 
Section II – Criminal Justice:  
In seeking to enforce the law and thereby protect citizens, government must respect certain individual human rights.   
Boulder County Democrats believe in the power of the U.S. Constitution and the adversarial criminal justice system 
to achieve true justice when applied fairly, wisely and without bias.  We passionately believe that anyone arrested for 
any offense is innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.  We support implementation by our government of 
evidence-based, fact-based, just and humanitarian procedures for making arrests, sentencing and incarceration that 
are designed to keep us safe and secure not just now but in the future.  We advocate a balanced approach to justice 
that seeks to restore the victim, the community and the offender while holding the offender accountable and 
responsible.  When all of the above become the norm of the land, we know that we will reduce tax dollar 
expenditures and that we will also experience increased public safety.   
 
Investigation, Illegal Search and Seizure:  
The 4th Amendment ensures the privacy of U.S. citizens. The government has no legitimate authority to intrude into 
the private lives of individuals when there is no evidence of threat to the security of others.  Since 9/11 and the 
enactment of the US Patriot Act, US citizens wake up almost daily to news of government infringements on their 
privacy with the use of technologies not even dreamed of by our Founding Fathers. Electronic communications are 
routinely monitored and collected for possible review and drone surveillance is becoming a major civil liberties issue.  
In addition, for-profit corporations monitor Internet activity and collect biometric data from retail shoppers for 
marketing purposes.  It is time to reclaim our civil liberties. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for legislation to protect the privacy of all persons from government and 
corporate intrusion, that accounts for 21st century technologies and will:  

18. Forbid the use of drone surveillance of persons on US soil without a warrant being issued showing probable 
cause. 

19. Firm up protections against unreasonable search and seizure, including acquisition and testing of DNA, 
gathering of cyber materials, use of GPS tracking devices and other technologies existing or developed in 
the future.   

20. End warrantless wiretapping and physical searches of persons or property of US citizens.  
21. End immunity for telecommunications companies that facilitate governmental spying on US citizens. 

 
Just Procedures For Arrest And Sentencing For Crimes: 
Boulder County Democrats believe that personal liberty should be limited only after careful and objective 
consideration of risk to the greater community, without regard to socioeconomic status, race, religion, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, age or class. The 5th Amendment includes provisions against abuses by the legal system 
by guaranteeing that no criminal action can be brought against a citizen without proper justification.  The 8th 
Amendment of the Constitution also stipulates against the use of cruel and unusual punishment. 
 
Arrest and sentencing procedures must be fair and just, respecting the rights of all citizens.  Prison beds should be 
reserved for those who pose a true threat to our communities. An abundance of non-institutional responses should 
be available for those who require help but not secure holding. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for enactment and enforcement of laws and procedures to:  

22. Require that Miranda warnings always be given to a person who is being detained at the first interview by 
law enforcement except in situations where human safety would be compromised.   

23. Ensure that all accused individuals have access to quality defense counsel at the onset of a criminal 
investigation. 

24. Establish and enforce clear, uniform and effective legal guidelines for attaining informed and competent 
consent for participation in legal procedures from alleged offenders and victims.   
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25. Ensure that due process be observed for all people detained, including those under suspicion of terrorism. 
26. Release any detainee when there is insufficient evidence to hold them.  
27. End the practice of over-charging alleged offenders as a motivating tool for plea-bargaining.  
28. Ensure all American citizens a trial by jury of their peers and end the use of Military Tribunals or 

Commissions.  
29. Eliminate mandatory and three-strikes sentencing rules (requiring set and harsh penalties for repeated 

crimes), which limits judicial discretion.  
30. Support evidence-based procedures for relatively inexpensive restorative justice and alternative sentencing 

options. 
31. Before a juvenile case is filed in adult court, require judicial review and opportunity for defense and appeal. 
32. Decriminalize non-violent age-related misconduct (e.g., curfew, runaway behavior and truancy). 
33. Decriminalize underage alcohol abuse, treating separately acts or the potential for acts of violence and the 

breaking of other laws, in order to encourage the reporting of abuse and ensure for the health of abusers. 
34. Decriminalize drug-related activity nationwide, treating separately acts or the potential for acts of violence 

and the breaking of other laws, regulate and tax them, and end the “War on Drugs.”   
35. Prioritize the use of and provide funding for effective treatment options over punishment for non-violent 

misconduct related to mental health issues or addiction.  
36. Increase resources to address the treatment of criminal offenders, suffering from mental health conditions, 

more effectively and permanently.  
37. Require ongoing education for all criminal justice system professionals to help them effectively identify and 

deal appropriately with mental health issues, sexual victimization, trauma, domestic violence, child 
abuse/neglect, disability and other factors that may affect individual behaviors.   

38. Require strong penalties for gun trafficking.    
 

Incarceration:  
Humane treatment is required for all people, even those who have been detained by our legal system.  Incarcerated 
persons should be safe, should receive reasonable care and should have full access to rehabilitation services in 
order to allow them to become productive members of society upon release.    
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for legislation and programs which:  

39. Reduce overcrowding in our prisons.  
40. Provide necessary medical care for all prisoners. 
41. Reduce the use of excessive force in prisons.  
42. Significantly reduce the use of solitary confinement and ban the use of extreme sensory deprivation, which 

borders on torture.   
43. Ensure that individuals, particularly youth, who are at low risk to the community, are not held in “secure” 

facilities.  
44. Make retroactive the legislation allowing juveniles sentenced to life in prison to seek parole after 40 years.  
45. Take the influence of money out of the criminal justice system by eliminating all for-profit detention facilities 

and programs.  
46. Ensure that all correctional programs meet performance standards. 
47. Ensure that all incarcerated persons have access to rehabilitation programs.   
48. Restore all constitutional rights upon parole.   
49. Abolish the death penalty in the United States.  
50. End indefinite detention by the military of alleged terror suspects without charge, trial or representation by 

counsel.  
 
Victims Rights and Eminent Domain: 
The Constitution and its Amendments define the rights of citizens of the United States to pursue Life, Liberty and 
Happiness without arbitrary interference by others; when crimes are committed against people, these rights have 
been violated.  We believe that victims of crimes deserve support and should be kept apprised of the status of 
offenders who have done them harm.  The Constitution also stipulates that property cannot be seized without due 
process and just compensation.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for laws and enforcement of laws to: 

51. Ensure that there exists a comprehensive and seamless support system for victims of crimes.   
52. Ensure a tort system that allows the full recovery by injured parties of damages.  
53. Require stricter definitions of “blight” when used for the purposes of eminent domain and/or condemnation of 

property.  
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54. Ensure that the seizure of property by eminent domain is done to benefit the economic health, vitality and/or 
safety of the community and not for the benefit only of its takers. 

 
Section III — CITIZENS UNITED:  
Both the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights amending the U.S. Constitution apply to “people” and 
“men”.  The terms “people” and “men” are commonly agreed to refer to human beings in plurality and NOT to entities 
such as corporations.  Therefore, we concur that any rights and protections guaranteed in the Declaration of 
Independence and/or the Bill of Rights, including civil liberties specifically enumerated in the First Amendment, have 
absolutely no application to corporations or similar entities.   
 
Therefore, we call for action to: 

55. Amend the U.S. Constitution to overturn the flawed Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United v. Federal 
Elections Commission – we believe that corporations are not people and that they can and should be 
regulated to ensure the rights of actual people. 

56. Include the following language in #1:  
(A corporation is not a person and can be regulated.] 
The rights protected by the Constitution of the United States are the rights of natural persons only.  Artificial 
entities, such as corporations, limited liability companies, and other entities, established by the laws of any 
State, the United States, or any foreign state shall have no rights under this Constitution and are subject to 
regulation by the People, through Federal, State, or local law. The privileges of artificial entities shall be 
determined by the People, through Federal, State, or local law, and shall not be construed to be inherent or 
inalienable. 

57. Include the following language in #1:  
(Money is not speech and can be regulated through campaign finance reform.) 
Federal, State and local government shall regulate, limit, or prohibit contributions and expenditures, including 
a candidate’s own contributions and expenditures, for the purpose of influencing in any way the election of 
any candidate for public office or any ballot measure.  Federal, State and local government shall require that 
any permissible contributions and expenditures be publicly disclosed.  The judiciary shall not construe the 
spending of money to influence elections to be speech under the First Amendment. 

58.  Include the following language in #1:  
Nothing contained in this amendment shall be construed to abridge the freedom of the press under the First 
Amendment. 
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Civil Rights: Diversity, Inclusion and Immigrant Rights:  
 
Boulder County Democrats believe that diversity strengthens our nation and our communities and that every human 
being has the right to be treated with dignity. All persons residing in the United States deserve equal opportunity and 
protection under the law regardless of their race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, ancestry, gender or gender 
identity, sexual orientation, marital status/opportunity, immigration status, economic status, disability, or age, in ALL 
situations including housing, employment, compensation, public services, education, transportation, public 
accommodations and health care.   
 
Section I: Diversity and Inclusion: 
Boulder County Democrats believe the civil liberties granted by our Constitution must be equally applied to all 
persons, discrimination must be prevented and, when injury is done, action must be taken to put an end to and 
compensate for such injustice. 
 

Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national elected officials to: 
1. Ensure that our laws fully protect and promote equality, safety and respect for all aspects of life so that all 

people can live without fear, abuse or retaliation. 
2. Establish and adequately fund law enforcement training programs to identify, prevent and end profiling and 

discrimination. 
3. Provide adequate funding and training to enable the implementation of corrective action when discrimination is 

identified.   
 

Affirmative Action: 
Due to past inequities, certain populations may yet require special protection.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national elected officials to: 

4. Support and protect affirmative action policies and programs to enhance equal access to services, education 
and employment.  

5. Ensure equality in compensation for all people, no matter their race, ethnicity, religion, class, age, disability, 
gender, gender identity or sexual orientation. 

6. Allow for and promote, through education and outreach programs, participation by people who reflect the 
changing demographics of communities, on all boards, commissions, task forces, committees and other 
governmental and policy-making bodies. 

7. Increase funding through the private and public sector for group homes, home-based services and sheltered 
workshops to serve the disabled population. 

 
Civil Unions and Marriage Equality: 
Family and relationship structures in the United States are changing.  Any loving, supportive home can greatly 
benefit all involved, regardless of the genders of family members.    
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national elected officials to:  

8. Support efforts to expand the definition of marriage to include same-sex couples.  
9. Support policies that ensure recognition of all marriages across state borders.   
10. Until such time that same-sex marriage is legalized, support civil unions for all couples with all the benefits, 

protections and responsibilities of married spouses, including but not limited to insurance benefits to partners, 
legal custody of children, second-parent and co-parent adoption rights, employment benefits, property rights, 
pension coverage, inheritance rights and access to partners in emergency situations.   

 
Rights of Native Peoples:  
Indigenous people deserve to live freely as their ancestors did, as much as they desire to do so.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national elected officials to:  

11. Honor existing treaties with Native Americans. 
12. Enact laws and policies that ensure the rights of indigenous peoples living on tribal lands to choose their own 

political, economic, social and cultural systems; to protect their environments; and to preserve their culture.  
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13. Encourage, foster and support models of sustainable energy, efficiency, agriculture, housing and economic 
development, that demonstrate Native wisdoms of right relationship with the earth, its peoples and the 
environment.  

14. Provide for the funding of education for all Native Americans from infancy through higher education, to ensure 
economic prosperity and social justice for Native peoples.   

 
Section II: Immigrant Rights:  
Boulder County Democrats honor and defend the basic human rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights to all persons in the United States regardless of citizenship status. As a nation of immigrants, we value the 
contributions that those from other lands and ethnic groups bring to our national economic, intellectual and cultural 
life.  We believe that inclusion of hard-working immigrants is just as significant today as it has been throughout our 
history.  We welcome those who would like to become legal residents or citizens of the United States.  
  
We oppose the institutionalization of undocumented immigrants as a marked and permanent underclass.   We reject 
attempts to provoke fear and hatred against particular groups or communities, which result in isolation of these 
groups.  
 
We honor and defend the basic human rights of every person in the United States, regardless of citizenship status. 
These rights include health care, education, proper nutrition, family unity, protection under the law including labor 
law, protection from exploitation and entrapment, and the right to the pursuit of happiness.  
 
 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform:  
Boulder County Democrats recognize that the current immigration system is broken. A system must be developed 
that includes the full protection of U.S. labor law, protects against exploitation, values diversity, and provides the 
opportunity to earn citizenship. We urge the enactment of comprehensive reforms to immigration laws.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call our local, state and national elected officials to: 

15. Streamline visa applications, work permits and residency status, with the goal of substantially reducing waiting 
times. 

16. Create legal channels for future flows of immigrants to fill jobs in the United States for which they are qualified, 
when legal US residents are not available to fill those jobs.  These channels must include portability to other 
authorized employers; appropriate living conditions; adherence to International Labor Organization standards, 
including the right to unionize and the right to earned living wages as well as safe and humane working 
conditions; and the right to travel between the United States and the immigrant’s home country.   

17. Create a fair and easily managed temporary worker program at the federal level which is workable for small 
businesses and which includes a path to citizenship for undocumented workers and their families.  

18. Oppose the classification of “illegal immigrant” as a criminal offense. 
19. Oppose the “Daily Quota” and the incarceration of undocumented immigrants who have committed no criminal 

offense. (Congress requires the Dept. of Homeland Security to hold 34,000 undocumented immigrants daily, 
delivering millions of dollars a year to private prison companies.) 

20. Establish a moratorium on deportations of immigrant community members until enactment of immigration 
reform, with the exception of immigrants convicted of violent crimes.  

21. Provide for easy, early and affordable registration, when the time comes for undocumented residents to be 
registered. 

22. Once documented, allow them to work and have equal access to services provided by law, including the right 
to obtain an immigrant drivers license. 

23. Repeal the Clear Law Enforcement for criminal Alien Removal (CLEAR) Act, which denies undocumented 
immigrants a voice to report crimes without fear of deportation.   

24. Cancel deportation orders, use U-visas (giving victims of certain crimes temporary work eligibility) and/or 
provide streamlined paths to citizenship for undocumented workers who provide information on illegal behavior 
by their employers, if said workers have not committed crimes themselves.   

25. Oppose legislation that criminalized human acts of assistance to undocumented immigrants.  
26. Prohibit further extensions of the border wall between the United States and Mexico and require that a primary 

duty of border patrol agents be for the provision of humanitarian aide. 
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Affirmative Action for Immigrant Populations: 
Boulder County Democrats oppose the denial of an immigrant’s civil rights and attempts to limit or discourage civic 
engagement. We call for the application of basic rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights to 
all persons in the United States regardless of citizenship status. 
              
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call our local, state and national elected officials to: 

27. Reverse the 1996 welfare reform law, which made most legal immigrants, including those of long-standing 
residency, ineligible for health care, welfare and other essential programs. 

28. Encourage political participation and efforts to educate immigrant populations regarding political processes.  
29. Increase federal funding for English language and civic education classes.  
30. Support the Federal bipartisan DREAM Act (Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) that 

provides citizenship for students who finish high school and complete two years of college or military service. 
31. Include civil service as a qualifying option in the DREAM Act to prevent the DREAM Act from becoming a 

back-door military draft. (The DREAM ACT provides citizenship for students who finish high school and 
complete two years of college or military service.)  

32. Extend student visas to allow people who are educated here sufficient time to find work in the United States 
after graduation.  

33. Enact, fund and enforce wage theft laws against employers who fail to pay, underpay or withhold overtime to 
their workers and protect from deportation any workers reporting such employee exploitation. 
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Climate Change, Energy Policy And The Environment:    
Boulder County Democrats believe that ongoing human-caused environmental alterations, chief among them climate 
change, must be addressed immediately because it is an existential threat to life as we know it on this planet. To 
meet our commitments to future generations, legislation is required to guide the nation in reducing emissions from 
human activity and in mitigating the effects of climate change. The time to act is now, at every level of government 
and society. Failure to act will bring widespread environmental catastrophe, creating climate refugees from extreme 
weather-ravaged regions who must flee just to survive.  
 
While we transition to clean, sustainable energy production and greatly increase energy efficiency, we must strike a 
balance between providing the energy our society needs and mitigating the damage that is irrefutably done through 
the use of fossil fuels.  A crucially important first step is to develop coherent energy policies at state and national 
levels, which limit the causes of environmental degradation and climate change.  These policies should provide 
beneficial economic opportunities, protect public health and once again promote American ingenuity and leadership 
to find solutions for the most critical challenges of our times. 
 
Clean air, abundant clean water, productive oceans and healthy soils are indispensable for sustainable agriculture, 
healthy communities, a strong nation and the long-term survival of all peoples. Legislation and policies must protect 
our public and private lands by ensuring for healthy ecosystems and protecting the integrity of our food supply. 
Human activities like resource extraction and agriculture must include full remediation of environmental damage, 
which must be achieved through the use of effective monitoring, verification and enforcement of strong environmental 
regulations.    
 
Section I: Carbon Emissions, Energy Development and Extraction Policy: 
Boulder County Democrats strongly support responsible energy policies which address global climate change. 
Because climate change is impacted by human factors contributing to greenhouse gas emissions, in particular by 
carbon dioxide released during the burning of fossil fuels, we support increasing energy efficiency, renewable energy 
and alternative fuel production, as well as incentives to replace fossil fuels as quickly as possible.  We must lower 
greenhouse gas emissions and eliminate the environmental degradation from fossil fuel extraction and use.  
 
Limit Carbon Emissions: 
Addressing the threat of climate change is a global challenge that requires a global response from every country, 
state and community.  These responses must provide opportunities to improve our health, increase economic activity 
and jobs, and ensure energy sustainability and independence.  The key is to reduce emissions of heat-trapping 
greenhouse gases as quickly, economically and efficiently as possible.  Colorado Democrats understand both the 
opportunities and threats this presents us and we believe our state and nation are up to the challenge.  Leadership 
and planning must be turned into action.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 

1. National carbon policies and incentives that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, with the goal of reducing US 
carbon emission by 5% per year, until they have been reduced by 80%-90% from current levels.   

2. Establishing US leadership and commitment to global efforts to reduce, as soon as possible, atmospheric 
carbon dioxide to 350 ppm (parts per million), the scientific consensus of a safe level.   

3. Comprehensive taxes on pollution, including a carbon tax, which fully reflect the costs of pollution to society.  
4. Trade negotiations that include carbon emission requirements and regulations, which hold our trading partners 

accountable for their carbon emissions.  
5. A prohibition on the transport of material in pipelines, such as bitumen in the Keystone XL, where the material 

has a larger carbon footprint and is more toxic than normal crude, and, when leaked, sinks in water. 
6. Mandatory adoption of aggressive national building standards for resource efficiency and minimal carbon 

emissions in the construction and operation of all residential, commercial and industrial buildings.  
7. Nationwide adoption of incentives and stringent federal Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, 

equal to or better than those enacted in California, that apply to all vehicles, in order to drive the development 
and use of hybrid, renewable-electric, alternative-fuel and low-emission vehicles. 

8. Expansion of public transit, including accessible rail, light rail, and bus rapid transit, especially in underserved 
communities.   

9. Establish tax credits for producing and operating efficient motor vehicles.  
10. Support the development and use of hydrogen as a viable part of our energy generation and fuel mix. 

 
17. 



Energy Policies For A More Sustainable Future:  
Energy plays an essential role in almost every aspect of modern society. It is critically important to create 
comprehensive legislation and policies, which clearly reflect the best interests of the public with the Big Picture and 
the Long View firmly in mind. We must find ways to leverage public-private partnerships to drive research and 
development of innovative technologies as well as the financial tools to implement them.  We must move society as a 
whole toward a more sustainable energy future.   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for legislation which:   

11. Establishes energy security as a national priority, aggressively funding efforts toward the development and 
implementation of energy efficiency strategies, renewable energy technologies, responsible biofuels and 
advances in energy storage capacity. 

12. Funds modernization of the US power grid, so that it is capable of handling a variety of energy sources for 
enhanced efficiency, security, reliability and flexibility of our energy supply.  

13. Decommissions unsafe nuclear reactors as soon as possible.  
14. Eliminates all subsidies for nuclear and fossil fuels.   
15. Requires all electric utilities to produce 40% of their electricity from renewable sources by 2020 and 50% by 

2025. 
16. Restructures Colorado's investor-owned public utility monopolies and replaces them with State-

regulated, competitive energy markets of independent suppliers, that are coordinated by non-competing, 
regulated system operators that provide transmission, distribution and balancing services only. 

17. Rebalances energy industry regulation to require that appropriate monetary value be attributed to the long and 
short-term impact of operations on the environment and that this be included in all financial analyses.  

18. Guarantees that citizens are permitted to participate in decision-making processes at the Colorado Public 
Utilities Commission. 

19. Requires that Colorado utilities publish their curtailment costs at least once a year to enhance transparency 
regarding actual use of renewable energy investments (Curtailment refers to the practice of reducing the 
output of renewables, particularly wind, when power supply is greater than demand). 

20. Guarantee that renewable energy produced by consumers can be sold back to the electric grid and at the 
same price as energy that is purchased from the local utility.  (Where implemented, guaranteed buy-back 
prices at or above the purchase price of grid energy have drastically increased clean power generation, e.g. 
Germany.) 

21. Support the retraining of any workers who lost their jobs as a result of the transition to greater energy 
efficiency and renewable energy.   

22. Keep restrictions meant for the protection of intellectual property rights from unnecessarily inhibiting the 
development and adoption of new clean energy technologies. 

23. Increase demand for and lower the costs of renewable energy by requiring that government buildings and 
vehicles be powered by a substantial percentage of renewable energy. 

24. Extend tax credits and other programs that incentivize individual citizens to install renewable energy 
technologies (such as solar panels, wind turbines, biogas digesters etc.) on their property. 

 
As Colorado Transitions To Clean Energy, Mandate Responsible Oil and Gas 
Development:  
Boulder County Democrats believe that exploration and extraction of oil and gas involve hazardous activities and that 
we must transition to fossil-free energy production and usage with all possible speed.  In the meantime, we believe 
that we have a responsibility to future generations to mitigate the damage being done to the earth, water, air, wildlife 
and people by fossil fuel extraction and use.  We must hold energy companies fully responsible and accountable for 
all direct and indirect costs of fossil fuel development.  
 
We propose a framework that utilizes an energy development strategy, guided by the precautionary principle (do 
minimal to no harm; proceed slowly or not at all when data is scarce). If there is plausible risk, good governance 
requires that good data and information be gathered. Not having data does not mean there is no harm.  
 
Fracking moratoria do not impose a “taking” (government seizure or devaluation of a property, resulting from 
regulations). Instead, they are an assertion that property ownership confers on the owner not only the privilege of 
benefiting from the property, but also, the responsibility to manage the property in a way that does not harm others. A 
permit to frack and extract is not a permit to harm the environment or the wellbeing of others, near or far.   
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Moratoria give gas and oil owners time to develop a complete life-cycle process for their property that is non-polluting 
and provides recycling or reuse of all by-products from oil/gas operations.  If a mineral estate can't be developed 
responsibly, it should not be developed. Government has no problem with shutting down irresponsible development 
of property in the surface estate; the mineral estate should be treated the same.    
 
We also assert that communities have the right to restrict activities, which are likely to harm the health and wellbeing 
of its citizens; for example, activities that degrade the quality of air, water and land.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national elected officials to: 

25. Amend the Colorado Constitution to give all local governments the right to protect the health and well being of 
its citizens, allowing them to issue regulations, moratoria and/or bans on fossil fuel extraction, such as 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”), and other activities in their communities.  (A moratorium, for example, can 
provide time for due diligence, including gathering high quality pre-drilling baseline environmental data.)  

26. Support a statewide moratorium on the use of hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as “fracking”, in gas and 
oil production until the risks to the public and environment of the processes and waste products are 
scientifically and comprehensively assessed and then fully regulated.     

27. Amend the Colorado Constitution to recognize the commonality of shared air and water, extending beyond the 
boundaries of our towns, cities and counties; the fundamental rights of all people to have clean air, clean water 
and a healthy environment; and to establish that these rights carry at least the legal weight of property rights. 

 
We believe that until bans and/or moratoria are in place, legislation should be immediately developed and 
implemented which limits further damage done by fossil fuel extraction. We believe such legislation must take 
a comprehensive, integrated approach to what constitutes responsible oil and gas development. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our elected officials to:               

28. Implement phased energy development by limiting the acres leased and/or limiting the number of drilling 
permits granted, as well as placing some areas off limits to drilling.   

29. Ensure that strict resource extraction regulations are developed and implemented across the board as soon as 
possible; no “phased regulation”.  

30. Severely restrict extraction activities within substantial distances from schools, hospitals, homes, businesses 
and any other inhabited areas.   

31. Require that comprehensive data be collected at every extraction site, which is then made publicly available in 
a searchable database. This data should include the environmental conditions before extraction activities 
began; the amount and source of water used for hydraulic fracturing; chemical composition, by percentage, of 
fracking fluids; quantity and chemical composition of recycled fracking water; volume of methane emissions; 
and frequency of spills and accidents.  

32. Require follow-up monitoring of environmental and socioeconomic impacts by independent third parties.   
33. Significantly increase and enforce penalties in order to discourage energy industry violations, considering all 

real costs of direct and indirect damage done.   
34. Significantly increase royalty rates paid by drilling companies for oil and gas produced from state and federal 

lands.  
35. Establish a trust fund for future generations from resource extraction royalties for environmental remediation. 
36. Enable local governments to tax mineral rights. 
37. Use increased royalty revenue to collect and monitor baseline and ongoing environmental issues, to inspect 

extraction sites and to enforce regulations   
38. Ensure adequate funding to enable a sufficient number of inspectors to reasonably cover all extraction sites in 

Colorado, at least once a year. 
39. Establish significant fees and penalties for flaring, which wastes tremendous resources and which discharges 

many tons of carbon into the atmosphere for no purpose. 
40. Establish strong regulations that limit the maximum leakage of methane in natural gas production and 

transportation to no more than 2% of total production and require coal bed and landfill methane recapture.  
41. Require energy companies to acquire insurance or otherwise have funds available to appropriately cover full 

remediation of potential damages resulting from each individual well, according to the risks posed by that well 
to people, wildlife, water, land or air by any and all aspects of their operations. 

42. Prohibit state and national energy industry inspectors from moving directly to jobs within the energy industry.   
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Part II:  ENVIRONMENT:   
Everyone shares in the need for a clean, healthy environment; yet we are rapidly exceeding the environment’s 
capacity to sustain human and animal populations. Transparency is required in any activity that threatens 
environmental integrity, especially on our public lands, in order to enable citizens to represent the rights of nature and 
to ensure their own health and safety as well as that of future generations. This is especially true for riparian systems 
and wetlands, which are primary sources of the clean water for wildlife, ecosystems and humanity.   
 
Policies for rational and sustainable use of our land and agricultural resources are essential to maintaining the 
integrity of our ecosystems for the future. We support family farming and ranching as mainstays of the Colorado 
economy.  Clean air, pure water and a healthy environment are the mainstays of the Colorado lifestyle, our 
communities and businesses.  These must all be protected. 
 
Environmental Protection and Enforcement: 
The environment we all share and depend upon to sustain us cannot protect itself.  Boulder County Democrats 
believe active oversight of environmental threats is necessary.  Each of us should take responsibility to limit the harm 
we do to the environment, but while voluntary action by industry, property owners and individuals is effective, it has 
often failed.  Without cooperation, monitoring and enforcement by government servants, the burden of these failures 
hurts us all by damaging our shared environment.  We must protect the environment and enforce that protection 
before irreparable harm is done. We all share the same air and water – we are all “downstream”.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 

43. Strengthening and fully funding strong enforcement measures to protect our environment. 
44. Reestablishing a Committee for Environmental Conservation that reflects the critical importance of protecting 

Colorado's natural resources, independent from the Legislatures' Agriculture Committees.  
45. Developing standards for accurately measuring the real direct and indirect costs of pollution, including human 

illness.   
46. Passing federal legislation requiring assessment, review, monitoring and resolution of environmental impacts 

from all activities related to resource extraction or other alterations allowed in new and past leases of federal 
lands. 

47. Fully enforcing existing regulation and creating new regulation requiring disclosure, mitigation and elimination 
of the risks of toxic effects from activities that have significant potential to extend past property lines to 
threaten others, including future and adjacent property owners.  

48. A ban, during droughts, on significant industrial uses of fresh water, such as “fracking” fluid from municipal 
water supplies, which pollute water to the extent it cannot be returned to the natural processes that recycle our 
water.   

49. Enacting very strict regulations for resource extraction in flood plains.   
50. Eliminating exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes (i.e., hydraulic fracturing) from the 

Clean Water Act. 
51. Eliminating exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes from the Safe Drinking Water Act.   
52. Eliminating exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes from the Clean Air Act.   
53. Eliminating exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes from the Emergency Planning and 

Community Right to Know Act.   
54. Eliminating exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes from the Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act.  
55. Eliminating exemptions of resource extraction companies and processes from the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act.   
(Note: #50-55 are compressed into #50 in the Essential Platform to read: CEE: 50. Eliminate exemptions of resource extraction 
companies and processes from all environmental laws.) 

 
Conservation, Growth, Public Lands, Wildlife: 
A strong nation, able to withstand the challenges of a rapidly changing world, must be able to provide for the needs 
of its citizens while also ensuring the wellbeing and protection of the natural world.  Planning for growth must strike a 
balance between the needs and rights of humanity and the needs and rights of nature.   A sensible balance between 
individual profit and common good must be maintained if we are to tread a sustainable path.   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 

56. Development of legislation and policies, which encourage pollution reduction as well as energy and water 
conservation in our homes and businesses. 
 

20. 



57. Planning and decision-making that truly considers public concerns in managing growth, conserving land and 
water, creating zoning regulation and promoting cooperation in regional planning.    

58. Science-based environmental laws and policies that preserve Colorado's unmatched natural environment and 
restrict or eliminate activities that degrade our public lands. 

59. Full funding for strengthened enforcement of the Threatened and Endangered Species programs.  
60. Ensure that lands set aside for conservation actually continue to be conserved, regardless of economic 

pressures to develop them; this particularly includes wetlands and other sensitive and ecologically valuable 
places.     
 

Water, Agriculture, Food: 
Life is sustained by clean water and truly healthy food.  Boulder County Democrats believe that these resources must 
be kept available and affordable.  Sufficient attention must be given to the integrity of our food supply.  History has 
shown that this does not always happen by voluntary action and market forces alone.  Policy plays a critical role in 
promoting and guiding the environmental protection and agricultural practices that sustain our lives.   
 
Given that human beings rely upon a system of agriculture, which produces food that not only nourishes but does no 
harm to our basic biological integrity, we must aggressively investigate issues which pose a threat.   
 
We must establish the causes of greatly increasing human disease and dysfunction, such as autoimmune disease, 
autism, and other issues, which are becoming an ever-increasing burden on our entire society.  Because strong 
correlations have been established between the greatly increased use of glyphosate and a variety of dysfunction and 
disease in children and adults, it is the duty of our government, in order to protect the health and happiness of 
citizens, to fund independent research regarding effects of GMOs and pesticide use on human health. 
 
We must also ensure adequate attention and funding for investigations into issues related to population collapse, 
such as that occurring with bee populations, on which our agricultural systems do depend.   
 
The common good must come before profit.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 

61. Planning, legislation and policies that prioritize careful management of our limited water supplies and which 
are fair to all, treating the environment’s needs as equal to other interests.  

62. Creating policies that balance the needs of urban development, open space, and recreation with the need to 
support family and locally owned agriculture and ranching as a traditional base of Colorado's economy.  

63. Expanding local and state conservation easement programs, which compensate landowners for their voluntary 
agreement to limit development, if they are proven to benefit the public and meet standards of best practices. 

64. Limiting wastewater runoff in agriculture.  
65. Fully funding scientific research into establishing causes of human disease and dysfunction where correlation 

has been established between pesticide use, including glyphosate, GMOs, pollution and other issues affecting 
food integrity in our agriculture.  

66. Minimizing the use of chemicals, hormones and antibiotics in agriculture.   
67. Promoting organic farming and related scientific research. 
68. Limiting use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and placing a moratorium on GMOs until the risks to 

the public and environment are scientifically and completely assessed and fully regulated.   
69. Labeling all products with countries of origin, risks involved in their use and all GMO or other potentially 

harmful organisms and materials used in their growth, manufacture and/or production.  
70. Strengthening regulations that require and funding to enforce the humane treatment of all animals in all 

situations. 
71. Regulating foods, liquids, containers and processes that may harm the environment or the public.   
72. Ensuring that food assistance includes whole, healthy food; ending food subsidies and programs that 

significantly contribute to clear risks to public health, such as low cost sugars and fats that significantly 
increase obesity, diabetes and healthcare costs, or lead to environmental collateral damage.  

73. Actively promoting a new hemp industry in Colorado, which will support small farmers and will provide 
sustainable fuel, food and fiber (hemp grown for these purposes is extremely low in THC and is not a drug).   
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Economic Prosperity, Social Justice & Labor: 
 
Boulder County Democrats believe that government's policies should promote economic prosperity and justice for all 
and serve the common good.  
 
We recognize our nation must reduce its deficit, but we believe to do so we must address first the things that created 
it, including: unregulated and subsidized corporate and Wall St. greed; corporate entitlement policies, rewarding tax 
evasion and the off-shoring of jobs and capital; Bush tax breaks for the rich; two unpopular and interminable wars; 
and a prescription drug program, written not for the benefit of Medicare recipients, but for the benefit of drug and 
insurance companies. 
 
We believe that calls for austerity measures to cut taxes and reduce government are seriously misguided and 
misguiding, relegating our nation and the world to intensifying recession and hardship. A healthy economy and civil 
society depend upon the maintenance of public infrastructures, including roads, bridges, water, sewers, energy grid, 
transportation systems, and the funding of firefighters, law enforcement officers, and education. 
 
We believe that adequate taxation, including a progressive state and federal income tax, is essential in order to pay 
for community state and federal services that are necessary for a civilized and functioning society. 
 
To return to health, an ailing economy requires the willingness of a nation to invest in its people and its future. We 
believe that it is of the highest priority that our nation does all it can to: return our people to work and self-sufficiency; 
free them of the need for unemployment benefits, food stamps and social services; and restore their ability to pay 
taxes and share equitably in the burdens we bear as a nation. 
 
We believe that given the will to provide for the common good and to fulfill the obligations of a civilized society, our 
nation can find the means to do so fairly and equitably, without unduly burdening future generations, the elderly, the 
infirm or the poor. 
 
Part I. Budgeting for Economic Prosperity In the Public Interest: 
Whereas the governing principles we hold as a nation recognize that all humankind are created equal and have 
inalienable rights to Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, and whereas so many people in our nation have lost 
or are losing their homes and their livelihoods as a result of the economic downturn and slow recovery, or for other 
reasons of personal misfortune or bad health;  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national leaders to: 

1. Initiate and support an amendment to our constitution, affirming these inalienable rights be asserted and 
protected for all; and 

2. Institute laws and ordinances to fulfill these basic human rights for Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness 
and ensure that all people have access to the basic necessities of life, including suitable housing, food, 
healthcare, education, employment and a sustainable future. 

 
Finding the Right Balance: 
Boulder County Democrats recognize the value of the American private enterprise system as it has operated through 
much of our Nation’s history. The entrepreneurial spirit has led to innovations with the potential to advance standards 
of living for all people in this nation and around the world. We believe in economic policy that offers incentives to and 
supports the health and vitality of business, particularly small and local development. Such policy should ensure that 
stakeholders are rewarded for their efforts and investments, and that benefits extend to the broader community as 
well, including both workers and consumers.  
 
Private businesses should aim to make a profit and grow and expand in accordance with the demands of the market. 
However, at a time when unlimited growth in consumption is seen by many as a threat to the continued wellbeing of 
this planet, and the benefits of unrestrained financial growth have been too often limited to a few, Boulder County 
Democrats believe that it is paramount that we balance economic models and policies concerned with ensuring for 
the success of free enterprise with concerns as well for the public interest and the wellbeing of future generations.  
 
Over the past thirty years, the legislative emphasis on decreased financial regulation and increased tax relief to the 
wealthy and to corporations proved instrumental in the events leading up to the crash of 2008, which affected the 
lives of all Americans. Calls to cut our deficit and limit our spending have only served to exacerbate extreme 
economic disparity and prolong the recovery and the suffering of many.  
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We believe that government policy should promote the success of business and foster job growth, but business 
should also be made to absorb all internal and external costs of business and not shift these costs onto others, 
including their workers and the general public. So too must the policies of government ensure for its own solvency 
and the wellbeing of its people, the environment and the very infrastructure that supports commerce and industry. 
 
Therefore, to restore balance to our economy and integrity to our financial industry, we call for legislation to:  

3. Reinvigorate the economy, put people back to work and address our nation’s critical needs, by providing funds 
for: safety personnel; improved urban water systems; the strengthening of our national power grid; alternative 
energy development; the rebuilding of our schools; the replacement of decaying bridges, roads and highways; 
the expansion of mass transportation infrastructure; and adequate housing assistance to the needy. 

4. Protect depositors from the hazards of risky investment and speculation by reinstating the Glass-Steagall Act 
(passed in 1933 and repealed in 1999), mandating the separation of commercial and investment banking. 

5. End offshore tax shelters for income earned by individuals and businesses that move capital and jobs 
offshore. 

6. End corporate tax subsidies paid out to corporations once they are profitable. 
7. Close corporate tax loopholes (modifications to the tax code that support special interest groups) that benefit 

large, profitable corporations, financial institutions and Wall Street. 
8. Increase taxes on speculation and tax all capital gains and qualified dividends as ordinary income.   
9. Enact a progressive estate tax. 
10. Restore top individual income tax rates. 
11. Eliminate the ceiling on income that is subject to Social Security tax (currently $106,800). 
12. Assure for the long-term solvency of social security, Medicare, and Medicaid. 
13. Enact single payer healthcare, with a government (not-for-profit) administer, collecting all healthcare revenues 

and paying out all fees. ((By streamlining all of these plans and carriers into one efficient system that contains 
checks and balances on hospital, drug, and device prices, a single-payer system would provide an estimated 
savings of more than $200-$300 billion annually. – Physicians For A National Health Program) 

14. Until single payer is enacted, protect the Affordable Care Act as a first step in reducing the cost of healthcare 
for Americans. 

15. Allow the government to negotiate directly with drug companies to set prices for drugs covered under 
Medicare. (By controlling drug prices in a manner akin to that of other countries with single-payer systems, we 
could save billions each year on our drug costs. – Physicians For A National Health Program) 

16. Replace private contractors profiteering from war and reconstruction with our own military personnel, to reduce 
the budget for the Department of Defense. 

17. Eliminate waste in the Department of Defense, including elimination of weapons systems for which we no 
longer have use, without compromising our ability to defend and protect.  

18. Scale back worldwide military operations and bring to an end all wars the United States is currently engaged in 
at the earliest opportunity, to reduce military expenditures.  

 
Part II: Business, Governance, Regulation, and Democracy: 
Boulder County Democrats believe that a regulated free enterprise system, by which private business has the 
incentive to produce, in a profitable and efficient manner, products and services demanded in the marketplace, is one 
that is good for our country and has and can yet lead to prosperity for all. Businesses have a critical role to play in 
achieving social good, including the provision of meaningful employment and income, and when acting as the agents 
for government policy.  Most of the great accomplishments of our capitalist democracy have been achieved with the 
cooperation and contribution of businesses.  The most truly productive, democratic, and equitable economic period in 
US history - the 1950’s to 1980’s - occurred when three elements were in balance:  business owners, labor, and 
government.  
 
Government should encourage business and industry to meet societal needs, producing jobs and profits in the 
process. Whenever possible, regulations for human safety and the protection of the environment should be designed 
to allow for the creation of new business opportunities in the process. Business and government should work 
together to improve the treatment of labor, safeguard the environment and represent all those who are 
underrepresented in the market system. 
 
Corporate Responsibility: 
Business must be accountable to the common good. Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for legislation and 
regulations that: 

19. Reassert that corporations are not people, but are business entities with responsibilities and certain privileges 
granted to them under the laws of the state representing the people.   
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20. Re-enact and ensure the enforcement of strong anti-trust laws and adequate safeguards on behalf of the 
people and the environment.   

21. Prohibit industries from writing legislation that gives them an unfair advantage. 
22. Require the full prosecution of corporations and corporate officers who violate securities and investment laws 

and regulations.  
23. Ensure regulatory agencies receive adequate funding and staffing levels to enforce the law. 
24. Prohibit giving any special treatment or unequal protections from lawsuits to corporations. 
25. Hold U.S.-based multi-national corporations accountable for human rights abuses, committed in their factories 

and subsidiaries, in this and other countries. 
 
Housing:  
Large financial institutions, bailed out by taxpayers at the start of the great recession and once again profitable, have 
yet to be made fully accountable for their actions. We the People are still paying for their excess. It is time for Wall St. 
to help repair the damage suffered by Main St.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for laws and regulations that: 

26. Require all mortgage information be removed from the privatized database systems of the financial industry, to 
be publically maintained by the County Clerks and Recorders of Colorado. 

27. Require banks to provide accurate paper documentation of deed ownership before being allowed to foreclose 
on homeowners. 

28. Grant consumers the right to select their mortgage servicer. 
29. Enable borrowers to modify loans that were offered with unsound premises, terms or procedures.  
30. Provide pro-bono representation for those for whom there is reason to believe they have been illegally or 

improperly foreclosed upon. 
31. Grant judges in bankruptcy court the authority to modify mortgages on primary residences for all individuals, 

not just for those with second homes. 
32. Give first right of refusal to those foreclosed upon to allow for the re-purchasing of homes at current market 

values. 
 
Trade:   
One of our nation’s greatest challenges is to create new rules for globalization that ensure economic security and the 
creation of quality jobs here, while offering opportunities for sustainable development in poor countries. Such rules 
would counter rising income inequality and the threats our current policies pose to national security, our shared 
global environment, public health and safety, and democratic accountability. We must take the lead and stand firmly 
for fair trade agreements that are negotiated transparently, for the benefit of all and without threat to the environment 
or climate.   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for policies and procedures to:   

33. Ensure trade agreements, such as Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and The US-EU Transatlantic Free Trade 
Agreement (TAFTA), are about Trade, NOT about new rights and privileges for corporations, foreign and 
domestic. 

34. Make transparent all preparations for trade agreements, ensuring that both the public and Congress are kept 
well informed throughout the process and that all those impacted have a voice. 

35. Require a thorough congressional review of existing trade pacts, such as NAFTA, WTO and CAFTA, before 
we initiate new ones and make the same mistakes again. 

36. Prohibit the use of the Trade Promotion Authority, or Fast Track, to push trade agreements through Congress 
without providing opportunity to make amendments or changes to the text. 

37. Ensure that trade agreements are for the benefit of workers as well as capital and that, in every participating 
country, workers are guaranteed the rights to organize and earn a living wage, and are given protections up to 
the standards of US labor law and in full alignment with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights standards 
set by the International Labor Organization.  

38. Ensure that trade agreements do not encourage the migration of jobs from one member country to another. 
39. Honor financial regulations in any participant country to prevent financial situations that occurred in the last 

decade. 
40. Prohibit investors from using special trade courts to sue countries for compensation for potential lost profits 

due to regulations or laws in a home country, state or locality.  
41. Prohibit trade agreements such as TPP & TAFTA from abridging or overriding Environmental Protection laws 

in any country, state or locality. 
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42. Prohibit in trade agreements the disallowance of rules concerning production methods (e.g., Dolphin free 
Tuna; No GMOs; no fracking; no firetrap workplaces). 

43. Keep Intellectual Property Rights of corporations from superseding the rights of a sovereign people to honor 
and continue in the ways of such things as seed saving or the practice of traditional medicine. 

 
Part III: Job Creation and Community Based Economic Solutions: 
Prosperity is best ensured when those who seek work can find jobs and be rewarded fairly for the added value they 
create. At times of economic downturn and recession, capital needs to be made sufficiently available to businesses 
and governments to stimulate the economy, preserve infrastructure, support research and development into new and 
improved products to address the socioeconomic and environmental challenges of our times, and put people back to 
work, earning enough income to live on. Boulder County Democrats support economic innovation and development 
that empowers people and communities with the financial resources and mechanisms they need to thrive. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our elected officials to:  

44. Reinstate the National Teachers Corps, restore funding cuts from the National Civilian Conservation Corps 
and AmeriCorps, and fund national public works and public services programs, job training and re-training 
programs to retool the American workforce for the new economy, relieve underemployment and counteract 
homelessness. 

45. Support the creation of jobs to address Peak Oil Production (capacity limit) and Global Climate change, 
including jobs in alternative energy production, conservation and non-petroleum-based food production.  

46. Support lifelong learning programs to provide adult learners with technology, digital literacy and other skills to 
meet the requirements for the jobs of today and prepare for the jobs of tomorrow. 

47. Enact policies that improve the competitiveness of small businesses, and businesses owned by women, 
minorities, and individuals with disabilities. 

48. Provide incentives for industry diversification, research and development and job creation. 
49. Create incentives to reward American corporations for bringing jobs back to the states. 
50. Create incentives for companies that cease hoarding profits and put those profits to work creating more jobs. 
51. Offer incentives to encourage corporations to set limits on executive compensation (often in excess of 500 

times that of lowest wage earners), create more jobs and increase worker wages. 
52. Give preference and incentives to American Companies using American materials in jobs paid for with US, 

state or local government funds.  
53. Offer incentives for and support to worker-owned cooperatives or business entities, owned and controlled by 

their members, the people who work in them, to reduce the impact of globalization and outsourcing, and 
stimulate jobs creation and the economy. 

54. Support the development of publicly owned banks, owned by the people of a state or a community, which can 
serve as sources of affordable credit for local governments and are capable of reducing the negative impact of 
recessions, by making money available for local governments and businesses precisely when private banks 
decrease lending. 

55. Support Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) to promote economic development in 
struggling areas, both urban and rural, that are underserved by traditional financial institutions, and to provide: 
mortgage financing for homebuyers; financing for the rehabilitation of rental housing, financing for the building 
and rehabilitation of community facilities; commercial loans to small and microenterprise businesses; and 
financial services needed by low-income households and businesses. 

56. Support the development of Community Land Trusts to provide access to land and housing for people who are 
otherwise denied access; empower residents and increase long-term community control of neighborhood 
resources; and preserve the affordability of housing. 

57. Encourage and support Community Development Corporations (CDCs), neighborhood-based, non-profit 
corporations, to create jobs and housing and improve physical and social infrastructures in neighborhoods with 
populations significantly below the area median income. 

 
Part IV. ECONOMIC and SOCIAL JUSTICE: 
Too many Americans are now without access to basic necessities. We can and must do better. Boulder County 
Democrats believe it is important to provide an economic environment that creates opportunities to encourage 
innovation and provide growth and prosperity while also developing a functional economy that helps the least 
amongst us create a better life for themselves and their families. We believe that access to employment at a living 
wage with adequate benefits is a basic right for every individual, regardless of race, color, creed, or sexual 
orientation and is essential to the health of our democracy and our economy. Without fairness and equality of 
opportunity, democracy is in name only. 
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Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for: 
58. Equal pay for work that is comparable in terms of skill, effort and responsibility, regardless of gender, race, 

age, disability, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or religious affiliation. 
59. A significant minimum wage increase that exceeds federal poverty guidelines, is indexed to inflation and 

accounts for the true costs for food, housing, utilities, health care, and transportation. 
60. Adjustments to the poverty-line threshold to support a reasonable quality of life for the working families of 

Colorado and individuals with limited financial resources. 
61. The funding of the Colorado Earned Income Tax Credit and other measures to ensure a living wage.  
62. Affordable day care in close proximity to the jobs and homes of working families. 
63. Tax incentives to help reduce the costs for education. 
64. The implementation of cost of living adjustments on Social Security and Social Security disability benefits, 

equal to increases in the cost of living. 
65. Repeal of lifetime limits on public assistance. 
66. Welfare reform that prioritizes the development of skills adequate for the individual to earn wages that will 

provide self-sufficiency. 
67. Legislation that supports a gradual reduction of public assistance when individuals become increasingly able 

to support themselves.  
68. Requiring loans made available for individuals, families, minorities and small businesses have transparent and 

reasonable terms.  
69. The creation of a national 15% interest rate cap on credit cards. 
70. A ban on predatory lending practices targeting any vulnerable populations, especially minority and immigrant 

populations, young adults and seniors.   
71. The repeal of changes to Bankruptcy Laws that were modified in 2005 and heavily favored corporations and 

business interests, to ensure bankruptcy offers a fresh start, not continued servitude to debt. 
72. Change the bankruptcy code to protect consumers from insolvency due to externally caused situations such 

as medical expenses and predatory lending practices.  
73. Legislation requiring all publicly supported social services offices are adequately staffed to ensure proper 

access to services for those in need. 
74. Adequate funding to fully meet the demand for legal representation to low income and under-represented 

citizens of Colorado. 
75. Adequate funding to provide affordable housing in all parts of Colorado, and from all levels of government, for 

low-income workers, individuals with disabilities, seniors, young adults, and others with modest means.  
76. Adequate funding of the National Housing Trust Fund Act, to create 1.5 million new housing units over the next 

decade, especially for low-income renters and owners and that focus on placement in mixed-income 
neighborhoods. (NHTFA has passed, but is as yet unfunded). 

77. Safeguards to protect all earned and vested retirement benefits of all working people and their families, 
whether working in government or private industry. 

78. Prosecution of corporate entities raiding private pensions funds. 
79. Provision of cohort status for Rocky Flats employees to ensure government benefits and health care for work-

related ailments. 
80. The Federal government to make honest, genuine efforts to assure fair and just payment of all past, present 

and future royalties due Native American beneficiaries for the use of their lands and resources. 
81. Cost effective alternatives to incarceration for petty drug-related and other non-violent offenses, such as the 

use of community monitoring, community service and restorative justice.  
82. Just and fair treatment in our criminal justice system, including rehabilitation, education and mental health 

treatment to ensure opportunities to achieve, whenever possible, economic self-sufficiency. 
 
Part V: Labor: 
Business cannot create products to sell in the marketplace without workers, nor can they make profits from the sale 
of their products without consumers earning sufficient income to buy their products. What is good for business must 
also be good for its workers.  
 
America’s working men and women have built this country, created a middle class, have fought for this nation, 
maintained the home front, and secured basic employment protections for themselves and their 
descendants.  Organized Labor, Working Class Americans, and the Democratic Party together have fought for what’s 
now taken for granted as basic civil and human rights; such modern progress largely sprang from an American labor 
movement; and now extends around the world.  The goal of American Labor is to see the nation’s businesses and 
institutions prosper in a just and fair manner and share in that prosperity to the betterment of all citizens.  
 
             26. 



Therefore Boulder County Democrats resolve that working people be afforded the dignity of basic protections in the 
course of making a living, including but not limited to: 

83. Anyone who does a fair day’s work deserves a fair day’s pay with adequate benefits, rights to organize, and a 
safe working environment. 

84. We support the right of workers to a safe and healthy workplace through collective bargaining, training, and 
education, and adequate funding for enforcement of all State and Federal safety laws. 

85. We oppose so called “right to work” legislation, which restricts worker’s rights to organize and collectively 
bargain for fair wages and working conditions.   

86. Freedom from emotional, mental and physical coercion when exercising rights to assemble and organize, 
bargain collectively over wages and working conditions, or seeking to have dues and political contributions 
deducted from their paychecks; and we believe these rights must extend to all public sector workers, including 
but not limited to: emergency medical responders, firefighters, law enforcement officers, and safety and 
security personnel. 

87. We advocate guaranteeing a safe and healthy workplace for all workers by maintaining the Occupational 
Safety Health Administration (OSHA), the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), the Mine Safety and Health Administration 
(MSHA), and other similar agencies with adequate funding for enforcement and training. 

88. We demand strict enforcement of child labor laws. 
89. We petition Congress to enact legislation preventing courts and bankruptcy laws to be used to abrogate labor 

contracts and pension obligations. 
90. We support the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and oppose exempting more workers from its protection or 

weakening provisions that provide for and define coverage for non-exempt employees. 
91. We call for the repeal the Colorado Labor Peace Act as it negatively impacts the right of workers to exercise 

their collective bargaining rights. 
92. We oppose restrictions upon the rights of workers to collectively negotiate union security provisions with their 

employers. 
93. We support the principle that Colorado citizens should receive the benefits of Colorado state construction and 

procurement contracts through the use of incentives whereby state contractors are encouraged to hire 
Colorado workers. 

94. We support the principle that consumer credit information NOT be used for employment purposes. 
95. We support state prevailing wage legislation that includes off-site project fabrication (mandating that prevailing 

wages be paid to workman for materials they fabricate offsite for the purpose of a public work) and the federal 
Davis-Bacon Act (assuring local workers a fair wage and local contractors a fair opportunity to compete for 
local federal government contracts).  

96.  We oppose privatization of postal services, or any federal, state, or local government service, as part of 
general opposition to any anti-worker initiatives or legislation proposed in Colorado or at the national level.   

97. We support the continuation of the United States Postal Service 6-day mail delivery service. 
98. We oppose the Postal Service's announced plans to close post offices and mail processing facilities 

nationwide.   
99. Colorado Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) should remain a defined benefit plan, directed by 

a board elected by the membership.   
100. We support Colorado State Employee protections currently provided for in the state constitution, including 

provisions for veterans’ preference in hiring.   
101. We support the concept of full-time permanent employment with health care and pension benefits as a 

solution to the current economic downturn and oppose the use of contract employment.  
102. We support the payment of extended unemployment benefits during times of high unemployment. 
103. We oppose the use of foreign sweatshop labor as morally reprehensible with residual uncompetitive impacts 

on the United States. 
104. We support the repeal of the exclusion of agricultural workers, including warehouse workers (i.e. potato and 

mushroom warehouse workers). 
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Education:  
Boulder County Democrats believe that the civic and economic vitality of the State of Colorado, our nation and the 
world depends on the skill level, creativity, problem-solving capacity and leadership abilities of its workforce. The 
highest quality of required public education for 21st century learners of all levels—from preschool through post-
secondary vocational programs and college—must be accessible and affordable to all our eligible student 
populations. We believe local, state and federal governments share responsibility for meeting the needs of all 
children and must be transparent and accountable in the actions they take on behalf of our schools.  
 
Colorado currently ranks near the bottom of the nation in funding for schools. We believe that adequate funding for 
all areas of education is a necessity. Therefore, the extreme financial constraints placed on education by the 
TABOR* and Gallagher* amendments to the Colorado constitution should be removed, and a much more effective 
funding mechanism for our public schools should be implemented in their place.    
 
We support locally elected school boards. Local school boards should be supported with the funding they need to 
provide a quality pre-k through 12 education. They must also be empowered with the funding and the flexibility to 
meet state and federal mandates and the needs of their community. Any new mandates and/or new educational 
legislation must be evidence-based and supported with state funding for its implementation.  
 
Every student should have access to a high quality neighborhood school. Funding for public education must be 
adequate to guarantee a quality education for every student to prepare them for post secondary and career 
readiness. Funding must be allocated equitably across the state and must be sufficient to address the needs of at-
risk, special needs students and English language learners (ELL). Funding must also provide for smaller class sizes, 
which are essential to student achievement.  
 
In particular, we believe that the availability of quality early childhood education programs, especially for those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, is essential to break the cycle of poverty and provide academic and economic 
opportunity for this and future generations.   
 
The potential socio-economic and religious segregation created by a voucher system is detrimental to the quality of 
education for all children. We believe vouchers (certificates issued by the government, which parents can apply 
toward tuition at a private school rather than at the school to which their child is assigned) undermine the public 
education system.  
 
We believe that a well-rounded, balanced and fair assessment system, not dependent on standardized test scores, is 
essential for accurate evaluation of student achievement and teacher effectiveness. The assessment systems should 
consider all variables that lead to improved student achievement and teacher effectiveness. 
 
The highest quality of education is dependent on the quality of teachers, professors, and other individuals employed 
in the public education system. As such they should have salaries at least comparable to professionals in other 
industries with similar training, years of experience and levels of responsibility. Effective and research-based 
professional development opportunities must be made available to teachers. In addition multicultural awareness and 
competencies must be part of the training our teachers receive. 
 
We believe that the right to associate is fundamental to our democracy and that all public education employees 
should have a right to participate in a union if they desire. 
 
 
 
*TABOR requires voter approval for any increase in taxes, and prohibits state and local governments from spending 
revenues collected under existing tax rates, if revenues grow faster than the rate of inflation and population growth. 
 
*The Gallagher Amendment bases real property tax revenue on a formula using the 1982 ratio between commercial 
and residential property values. 
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Mandating a 21st Century Education in Colorado: 
Whereas the Colorado Constitution requires that the general assembly establish and maintain a thorough and 
uniform system of free public schools, it only requires these schools to be open three months every year, for a time 
equivalent up to three years, and it only requires education to begin at age six and continue on to age 21; 
 

Whereas Amendment 23, passed in 2000, was intended to bring funding back to 1988 funding levels; 
 

Whereas the state has failed to comply with even these minimal constitutional standards for funding;  
 

And whereas Boulder County Democrats hold a vision for education that ensures all Colorado children receive a 
quality education and with schools fully funded to achieve these ends;  
 

Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our Party leaders and elected officials to: 
 

1. Make education a top priority by calling for a statewide ballot measure to repeal the following language from 
Article 9, Section 2 and Section 11, requiring: 

a. Three months of school each year   
b. Public education to start at age six 
c. Compulsory education for a time equivalent to three years 

 

And to replace this with:  
"The education of children is a fundamental value of the people of the State of Colorado.  It is therefore, a 
paramount duty of the state to make adequate provision for the education of all children residing within its 
border.  Adequate provision shall be made by law for a uniform, efficient, safe, secure, and high quality system 
of free public schools that allows students to obtain high quality education and for the establishment, 
maintenance, and operation of institutions of higher learning and other public education programs that the 
needs of the people may require."  
 

Addenda regarding the Colorado Constitutional mandate for education, approved by the BCDP County 
Assembly, March 22, 2104:  

We support full funding of Amendment 23, consistent with voter intent of increasing K-12 funding, to replace 
over $1 billion in cuts to K-12 education and allow school districts to rebuild and restore programs, and begin 
to fill teaching positions that were eliminated. 

 
Funding:   
Boulder County Democrats believe the State of Colorado must fully fund the highest quality of education for all 
children.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for:  

2. The full funding of a thorough and uniform education with public monies to public schools that are locally 
controlled.  

3. The repeal of Article 10, Section 20, TABOR, and Section 3, Gallagher, from the Colorado Constitution. 
4. Holding the state accountable for providing for each student to have a high quality education. 
5. Efforts to build an adequate tax base for both pre K-12 and higher education, to achieve a high quality 

education for all students.   
6. Public transportation to support quality education for all students.  
7. Targeted funding for specific populations, including at-risk, special needs and ELL students and their families.   
8. Funding and advancement of the best teaching methods and environments to meet the needs of an increasing 

number of students with autism and other health challenges. 
9. Funding and infrastructure to provide technology to every school in Colorado. 
10. Capital investment to improve educational facilities throughout the state of Colorado. 
11. Public funding for public schools only. 
12. Opposition to the use of vouchers and tuition tax credits for private or religious schools. 
13. Greater state-level funding for higher education.  

 
Inclusivity and Diversity:   
In a democracy, everyone, regardless of socioeconomic background, should have access to a quality education, 
from preschool through high school and post-secondary vocational programs or college. We call for an education 
system, which is inclusive of our diverse populations. 
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Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 
14. Policies and programs that include, elevate and honor all students, including from diverse populations and 

those with special needs.  
15. Having teachers, paraprofessionals, staff and administrators of diverse backgrounds to reflect the student 

population. 
16. The collection and analysis of data to determine possible disparities in educational achievement and programs 

and evidence-based intervention strategies to address any disparities and inequities. 
17. Increased availability of dual-immersion (two-way bilingual) programs.   
18. Increased training for school-level officials to assist them in promoting equality and diversity in schools. 

 
Student Curriculum, Instruction, and Evaluation: 
A rich, balanced curriculum acknowledges the importance of educating the whole child, and provides effective 
instruction and meaningful evaluation.   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 

19. A curriculum that meet the needs of diverse learning styles, with multiple measurements of achievement and 
multiple pathways to success.  

20. A curriculum that prepares students with skills of critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, innovation, and 
collaboration.   

21. A holistic curriculum in all public schools, which recognizes the equal importance of all subjects including the 
arts, music, physical education, foreign language, civics, etc.   

22. A fact-based curriculum, which accurately reflects the history of the country without bias and in which science 
teaching reflects reality. 

23. The use of technology to provide and enhance curriculum when appropriate. 
24. A curriculum that strives for authentic teaching and learning as opposed to teaching to a standardized test. 
25. Preschool and full-day kindergarten.  
26. Vocational, career, and technical training and post-secondary programs for high school students.  
27. Placing more experienced teachers in low-performing, high-needs schools. 
28. Comprehensive sex education and family planning classes. 

 
Post-secondary Education: 
Boulder County Democrats support access to affordable quality public higher education for all state residents. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for:  

29. Funding on par with or above the national average for higher education with the eventual goal of FREE 
education for in-state students.  

30. Support for the DREAM Act (giving children of undocumented adults a path to legal residency and citizenship). 
31. Support only for strongly justified tuition increases. 
32. Opposition to further cuts to student loans, financial aid, scholarships or grants.  
33. Funding for merit scholarships and need-based grants for qualified Colorado students to encourage them to 

attend universities and colleges in Colorado.   
34. Funding that ensures that the post-secondary student population is reflective of the state’s population. 
35. Vocational training, especially in green energy and information technologies, as well as other needed skills for 

those who do not choose to pursue a college degree. 
36. Increases in state funding for higher education that prioritize support for quality programs and faculty, over 

funding for capital improvements. 
37. The prioritization of education funding over funding for athletic programs. 
38. A portion of proceeds from highly profitable athletic programs be spent on the general needs of their schools. 

 
Educator Rights: 
Boulder County Democrats believe that good working conditions, adequate compensation, fair evaluation, and 
academic freedom for teaching professionals is essential to quality education. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support: 

39.  Educator compensation comparable to those in private industry with similar educational credentials. 
40.  Fair evaluation of educators using multiple measurements. 
41.  Academic freedom; no educator should fear reprisal for exercising first amendment rights as long as their 

speech is relevant to the subject they are teaching and adheres to established curricula. 
42.  Providing teachers with better tools, administrative support and procedures to handle disruptive behavior. 
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Health Care: 
 
The opening words of our Constitution state “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity”.  Boulder County Democrats believe that the 
health of our citizens is essential to the security and prosperity of our Nation and serves the common good.  We 
believe that social justice includes health care for all.   
 
The costs of healthcare keep rising.  The United States continues to spend 2-3 times more than other industrial 
nations, but scores lower on measures of health care quality including access, equity and efficiency of care.  
According to the World Health Organization, in 2011 the US ranked 43rd in life expectancy worldwide.    Each year, 
45,000 preventable deaths occur in the US due to lack of health insurance.  In addition, huge numbers of Americans 
face bankruptcy because of health care debt.  The Institute of Medicine estimates that the US wastes $750 Billion 
each year in health care costs.   
 
We can and must do better.  It is vital to our citizens and economy that the United States establish an affordable, 
efficient, comprehensive health care system for all.   
 
Boulder County Democrats believe that:  

• The Patient Protection and Affordability Care Act is a step toward regulating the insurance industry and 
increasing health insurance coverage for many Coloradans.   

• Colorado owes it to her residents to continue the reform work until each resident has necessary health care; 
each business is released from health insurance burdens; each provider is respected as a professional; and 
each taxpayer is assured that our health care money is used wisely.   

 
Section I:  Health Care and Insurance Reform 
Boulder County Democrats call upon our local, state and national governments to support the reforms enacted by the 
Patient Protection and Affordability Care Act and to strengthen these reforms.   
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats support:  

1. A national Single Payer health care system, guaranteeing quality, affordable and comprehensive health care 
for all through a not-for-profit single-payer financed system.   

 
Until a Single Payer system is enacted on a national level, we support:  

2. Efforts to ensure that quality health care will be affordable and accessible for each American for future 
decades.  

3. Efforts to “use our money wisely” by reducing fraud; eliminating duplication and unnecessary care; lowering 
the costs of administration, pharmaceuticals and medical supplies; while supporting local innovative efforts to 
provide high quality, cost effective health care to all. 

4. Efforts to provide for the long-term solvency and adequate funding of Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security 
Disability Insurance.  

5. Full funding to Medicare and Medicaid health care providers to promote their participation and to meet the 
health needs of enrollees.  

6. Giving Medicare permission to negotiate prescription drug costs directly with the pharmaceutical industry.   
7. Strong opposition to the use of vouchers to privatize Medicare.  
8. Complete transparency when public money pays for health care and related activities. 
9. Health care models that are transparent and accountable to the public, with strong cost containment 

measures, to lower administrative costs and reduce fraud and extravagance.  
10. Health care models that emphasize high quality, comprehensive, coordinated care, such as Patient Centered 

Medical Homes and home care, utilize integrated services and address socioeconomic factors impacting 
health. 

11. Vastly increasing the use of electronic communications and record-keeping in order to provide efficient, 
coordinated, comprehensive health care services with less redundancy and with lower administrative costs, as 
is already happening in other industrialized nations. 

12. Developing a system which prioritizes the provision of a “medical home” to each person; that is, ensuring 
coordinated, efficient and more effective care for all people in all circumstances.  

13. Expanding broadband telemedical services to ensure that residents in rural areas have access to adequate 
care.  
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14. Incentivizing medical practitioners to provide services in underserved areas.   
15. Providing patients with electronic access to their medical records. 
16. Increasing availability of home and community-based hospice services. 
17. The reduction of profiteering in health care that is in direct conflict with customers’ health care needs. 
18. Coverage by insurance of the full range of women’s reproductive health care, essential to wellness and 

prevention of health complications.  
19. Efforts to ensure that all medical decisions are kept between patients and their health care providers and that 

they are not subject to government, insurance or third party interference. . 
20. A health care system that provides patient choice of health care providers and ensures continuity of care. 
21. A health care system focused proactively on, and with sufficient funding for, wellness, primary care, preventive 

care, public health and disease prevention.  
22. A health care system, which acknowledges and supports the importance of mental health services, on par with 

all other health services. 
23. A health care system, which acknowledges and supports the importance of oral health services, on par with all 

other health services. 
24. Public policies that are based on scientifically sound research. 
25. Continued federal funding for stem cell research.   
26. Increased funding and support for medical education, including tuition, internship and residency opportunities, 

to allow doctors to begin practice without mountains of debt. 
27. Increased funding and support for training in complementary and alternative medicine, including tuition, mental 

health, and rural, cultural, and social determinants of health.  
28. Efforts to ensure adequate treatment resources by allowing, without restriction by physicians or insurers, all 

health professionals (e.g. nurse practitioners, advanced practice nurses, nurse midwives, psychiatric nurses 
and complementary and alternative practitioners) to practice to the full extent of their education and training 
and to be compensated appropriately as permitted by state statute.   
 

 
Section II:  Colorado Health Care and Reform 
Boulder County Democrats recognize that many Coloradans will remain uninsured and/or financially unable to 
access health care due to high deductibles and out-of-pocket costs.  PPACA allows states to create their own 
systems (Section 1332, state innovation waiver).  Colorado must proactively consider steps to provide affordable, 
high quality, comprehensive healthcare for all residents independent of employment.  
 
Therefore, we support: 

29. A unified system that operates fully for the benefit of Colorado residents; determined by local needs; with 
health care premium money remaining in Colorado; governed democratically by members (all Colorado 
residents) with the interests of the members rather than outside interests being served. 

 
Until such a unified system is in operation, we support:  

30. Efforts to strengthen and support the Affordable Care Act and the Colorado Health Benefit Exchange 
Insurance (Connect for Health Colorado) to provide an open and transparent method of finding and comparing 
affordable insurance coverage for individuals and small businesses.  

31. The further development of a Colorado Health Care Cooperative, which addresses the desires expressed in 
the Colorado Democratic Party Platform, with the intent of permitting Coloradans to vote with a citizens’ 
initiative. 

32. Investigate, for use in Colorado, the all-payer system enacted by the State of Maryland, which establishes 
uniform prices for all inpatient, outpatient and emergency services provided by Maryland Hospitals, for the 
purposes of containing costs and using healthcare resources efficiently. 

33. State legislation to promote price transparency by requiring hospitals and insurance companies to provide 
disclosure of pricing for different procedures, such as that used in North Carolina and Massachusetts. 
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Healthy Democracy: Election, Campaign & Media Reform; 
Government Ethics & Accountability: 
 
Boulder County Democrats believe that a healthy democracy requires a citizenry that is involved and engaged on an 
ongoing basis. To remain engaged, a citizenry must know its voice is heard, and not drowned out by those with the 
money, influence and power to make their voices louder.  
 
Voters must have good reason to trust their government and those elected to its offices. They must be rewarded for 
their efforts with elected officials who are competent; committed to open, transparent and accountable government; 
demonstrate the highest standards of personal honesty and integrity; remain true to their word; and are responsive to 
the voters who elect them, not swayed by the clamor of special interests. 
 
To ensure for an open and accountable government, voters must be factually informed on the issues. Media must 
serve as an unbiased observer, free of the domination, manipulation and control of those who seek to influence a 
nation and its people for their own profit. Media competition must be ensured and consolidation limited.  
 
To ensure for the highest caliber of leadership, voters must have access to information that enables them to draw 
clear and valid distinctions amongst candidates seeking to govern. Campaigns must be fair and open. The exorbitant 
cost of elections must be tempered by policies that ensure all qualified for office can be assured of the opportunity to 
seek it. Qualified candidates must be given fair and equal access to media. The right to speak freely must not be 
exercised at the expense of another’s capacity to speak at all. Money is not free speech. 
 
A citizenry that remains engaged knows that its vote is counted honestly and fairly. Election laws must ensure equal 
representation, achieved through fair and impartial redistricting. The right of all citizens to vote must be protected, 
regardless of race or minority status. All eligible to vote must have full and unfettered access to the means to vote. 
Election procedures must ensure that elections are open, fraud-free, easily verified and incontrovertible in their 
results.  
 
At a time when public confidence in government is perhaps at its lowest in our history, when government has come 
to a standstill, held hostage by those who seek to serve themselves and not the common good, it is imperative that 
health and trust be restored to our democracy or we risk losing it all together.  
 
Government must be in alignment with the will of the people. Leaders must be held accountable when they fail that 
will. The people must be informed by facts, not deception. One voice must equal one vote that is surely counted. Our 
government must be of, for and by the people, not corporations. And speech must in truth be free. 
 
Section I: Election, Campaign Reform & Media Reform: 
While Boulder County Democrats commend the State of Colorado for the new legislations passed and signed 
regarding progressive election laws in 2013, we believe every American must have the right to vote, to vote with 
ease and without obstruction and to know that their vote was cast fairly in a fair election.  
 
Voting Rights and Voting Registration: 
Our Constitution does not affirm the basic right to vote.  We must ensure that all Americans have the right to vote and 
that their right to vote is protected. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for our Party leaders and state and national representatives to support: 

1. A constitutional amendment guaranteeing that every citizen of the United States, who is of legal voting age, 
shall have the fundamental right to vote with ease, without restriction and with no threat of disenfranchisement 
in any public election held in the jurisdiction in which the citizen resides, that all such votes shall be counted 
(e.g., Bush v. Gore) and which empowers congress to set and enforce minimal electoral standards. 

2. Changes and enforcement of the Voting Rights Act to require that all states uphold federal voting rights 
standards and obtain federal preclearance before making any changes to election laws. 

3. Full access to the election process for homeless persons, without a street address, once a voting district is 
declared. 

4. Full access to the election process for persons who are currently or formerly incarcerated, regardless of 
criminal status.  

5. Voter registration up to and including Election Day. 
6. Voter registration services available when applying for public assistance. 
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7. Convenient pre-registration of every citizen at the age of 16, which is maintained in a national database. 
8. The right of 17-year-olds who are preregistered, who will be 18 by general election date, to participate and 

vote in the primaries in addition to the general election.  
9. Prohibitions in state and federal elections of purging otherwise qualified voters from the voting rolls, often from 

targeted neighborhoods, after mail sent to them is returned (voter caging) and other methods of depriving 
voters of their right to vote. 

 
Voting Procedures: 
Voting procedures must ensure that all who are eligible to vote can vote with ease and without obstruction.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for our Party leaders and state and national representatives to support 
legislation that requires: 

10. The provision of mail-in ballots for all registered voters for all local, state and national elections, while providing 
the option for voters to vote in person.  

11. A minimum of two weeks for early voting operations, including weekends.  
12. Fair distribution of election staff and materials across polling places based on anticipated voter turnout and 

timing. 
13. Machines to assist disabled voters in marking their votes on full-text paper ballots. 
14. Electronic voting machines, which produce a voter-verifiable ballot that humans can recount, which provide 

anonymity without any unique markings, linking it to the specific voter. 
15. Confirm count integrity before declaring election results. 
16. Recounts be completed before certification of election results. 
17. That there can be no privatization of any part of election counting process. 

 That only unpaid volunteers can gather signatures on petitions for initiatives and that, in respect for the 
challenge of so doing, the numbers of required signatures be lowered. 

18. Increasing the number of signatures required for state constitutional initiatives to have at least 5% more than 
required for statutory initiates. 

 
Elections that Restore and Protect Our Democracy 
Boulder County Democrats support calls for a United States Constitutional amendment that would firmly establish 
that corporations are not persons, are not entitled to first amendment protections, and that the spending of money to 
influence elections is not protected free speech (see Civil Liberties: Citizens United). We believe all elections must be 
of, for and by the people of this nation, conducted without the undue sway of money, influence and power, and result 
in a truly representative and democratic system of governing.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for our Party leaders and state and national representatives to support: 

20. Mandatory public funding for all campaigns that demonstrate a baseline level of support.   
21. Until we have all publicly funded campaigns, legislation requiring the full disclosure of all sources of funding for 

all political advertising and activities. 
22. Legislation prohibiting employer guidance, intimidation or interference in matters of employee voting 

preferences, community activism or political affiliation. 
23. Colorado joining the Agreement Among the States to Elect the President by Popular Vote. (Colorado has 9 

electoral votes. Ten jurisdictions have already joined, possessing 136 electoral votes, or 50.4% of the 270 
needed to activate the national popular vote.) 

24. Redistricting processes that require competitive seats be a primary criteria for determining districts. 
25. Prohibiting the gerrymandering of Congressional districts (the political manipulation or rigging of district lines to 

favor one or another political party) by electing Congressional Representatives as in the following examples: 
• Have multi-seat districts, combining the votes of multiple congressional districts, to achieve proportional 

representation and eliminate “wasted votes” (votes for candidates from parties with no chance of wining, in 
districts rigged for political advantage). 

 

• Have truly independent commissions who redraw district maps that are equal in population, are compact 
and contiguous, are compliant with the US Constitution and the Voting Rights Act, show respect for 
communities of interest, incorporate visible geographic features (including city, town and county boundaries 
as well as undivided census tracts) and which result in competitive districts. (For example, California has 
State Government Auditors choose 8 members from a pool of voters, split equally amongst 5 Democrats 
and 5 Republicans and 4 independents. Then this group selects the final 6 members of the commission. 
See also Arizona's model.)  
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26. Instant runoff voting in local, state and national elections (ranked choice). (A voting system in which voters 
rank candidates in order of preference.  If no candidate receives a majority of first choices, the candidate with 
the fewest number of votes is eliminated, and ballots cast for that candidate are redistributed to the remaining 
candidates according to the voters’ indicated preferences. This process is repeated until one candidate obtains 
a majority.) 

27. Establishing policies for national initiatives, requiring petition signatures equaling a percentage of the 
electorate of the United States that are attainable by unpaid volunteers, and requiring legislative changes have 
a simple majority and constitutional amendments a super majority approval for passage. 

28. Establish policies in Colorado that set a higher bar for the passing of constitutional amendments, by 
establishing an attainable goal for petition signatures to be gathered only by unpaid volunteers, and requiring a 
super majority approval for passage. 

 
Media Reform: 
A healthy democracy requites an informed public and the protection of free speech. 
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call for Federal laws that: 

29. Require licensed broadcast, cable and satellite media provide for a level of public service broadcasting. 
30. Guarantee and encourage the freedom of media to provide critical oversight of governmental activities and 

public access to information. 
31. Protect the constitutional rights and provide for the publicly funded defense of media and their whistle-blower 

sources when disclosing to the public classified information about government abuses of power, illegal or 
unconstitutional acts. 

32. Require that broadcast licensees provide, at no cost, substantial airtime that is equal in both quality and 
quantity to all candidates who have achieved a threshold of public favor of at least 5%.  

33. Maintain the independence of public broadcasting by significantly increasing its public funding. 
34. Set media ownership caps to roll back media consolidation, encourage competition, local ownership and 

independent media, and ensure that a diversity of viewpoints be represented.  
35. Ensure for journalistic freedom in reporting war news, with the exception of risks to military personnel or 

national security.  
36. Preserve Net Neutrality with guarantees of access to all content and applications for Internet service providers 

and customers, regardless of the source, and without favoring or blocking particular products or websites.  
37. Provide free fair & open public access television as a freedom of speech forum for all US residents on an 

equal and non-commercial basis. 
 
Section II: Government Ethics & Accountability: 
Boulder County Democrats affirm that the primary duty of our elected federal representatives is to uphold and defend 
the Constitution of the United States. The balance must be restored and checks maintained between the Executive, 
Congressional and Judicial branches of government.  
 
Therefore, to ensure for a responsive and accountable government and a government of, for and by the people, 
Boulder County Democrats call for: 

38. Checks on the excessive use of internal legal opinions, which presume to allow the Executive Branch to 
diverge from the original intention of congressional legislation.  

39. A ban keeping former members of Congress or former senior Congressional staff from lobbying or being in 
any way involved in lobbying Congress or any government agency for two years after termination of 
association with Congress. 

40. Full disclosure of sources of income for all paid lobbyists.  
41. Requiring congressional representatives maintain logs of constituent and lobbyist interaction, which are to be 

publicly available. 
42. Provide constituents with greater, fair and equal access to elected officials, including the use of both private 

and publicly provided remote electronic communication, prohibiting any discrimination. 
43. Changes in the Senate rules that prohibit one senator or a minority of senators from filibustering or holding 

legislation or approval of federal appointments hostage for an indefinite period of time.  
44. Changes in the rules of the House to restore the secrecy of the signing of a discharge petition, which would 

allow a majority of the House to force a bill out of committee and take it directly to the floor for a vote. 
45. Requiring every bill coming out from committee be given an up or down vote. 
46. Complete transparency in the budgeting and appropriating of all Federal funds.  
47. The total prohibition of the use of a government shutdown by Congressional leaders of either Party for political 

purposes.  
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48. Should a budget not be reached, hold Congress accountable by deducting from their salaries wages earned 
for the duration of the shutdown.  

49. The transfer of responsibility for setting the debt-limit from Congress to the Treasury, so it cannot be used 
against the President. The debt-limit is about payment of bills already incurred and should not be used to 
threaten the US credibility.  

50. Prohibiting a Congressional member on a committee from voting on legislation involving things from which 
they will reap a direct financial benefit (e.g. Insider trading, or farm, gas and oil and other industry subsidies 
and incentives). 

  
Investigations:  
Trust in our government and our democracy has been severely eroded in this new century as falsehoods have been 
spread to start unwarranted wars, torture has been condoned or ferreted away to foreign shores, the privacy of our 
own citizens has been invaded, and facts have been ignored or concealed regarding government involvement in and 
response to national crises.  
 
Therefore, to restore transparency and confidence in our institutions and to honor the American ideal that "no one is 
above the law,” we call for: 

51. A truly independent Grand Jury and public investigation, with subpoena power and the power to grant 
immunity, regarding the financial meltdown of Wall Street.  

52. A truly independent grand jury to review anomalies ignored by the 9/11 Commission. 
53. Review procedures and ensure for unbiased, just, efficient and accountable congressional investigations. 
54. Mandate congressional investigations and challenges to the decisions and opinions of the executive branch, 

whenever 40% of the House, in an up or down vote, agrees to it.  
55. Whenever government shuts down or has not the funds to pay its bills, due to congressional action or inaction, 

require elected representatives to work without pay or staff. 
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International Relations and Foreign Policy: 
 
Boulder County Democrats believe our foreign policy should reflect our highest principles of freedom, justice for all, 
equality, human dignity, the right of a people for self-determination, the rule of international law, and the principles 
stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We support engaging with the people of the world as partners 
and contributing to the peace and security of the world as a free, open and democratic society. We believe that our 
nation can work positively together with other international institutions to assist in the resolution of international 
conflict without imposing its will. We believe that keeping citizens safe from terrorism must not contribute to the loss 
of our own civil liberties at home or undermine international agreements affirming the fundamental rights of all human 
beings.  
 
Extremism can best be fought by giving hope, eliminating injustice, lifting the blinders of ignorance, and promoting 
mutual respect that leaves no room for demonizing those from other cultures or for intervening in their right to self-
determination. A policy of projecting our power around the globe cannot meet the standards for a fair, just, and 
effective foreign policy.  
 
The motives for war must be transparent, initiated only for the protection of our own citizenry or the rights of others. It 
must be a just cause that takes us to war and war must only be used as a last resort. We vigorously hold that our 
right to disagree with and protest against our government’s decision to go to war, in no way undermines our support 
for our men and women in uniform and their families. 
 
 
Section I: Promoting Peace and Preventing War: 
Boulder County Democrats are mindful of the blessings of democracy as well as our consequent obligation to 
contribute toward international cooperation, peace, and prosperity for all.  
 
Therefore, we call upon our Congressional leaders and the President of the United States to: 

1. Base US foreign policy on the American values of freedom and democracy and support free and fair elections 
in all countries. 

2. Attack the global threat of international terrorism at its source, through education, and the reduction of poverty, 
ethnic disputes and extremism.  

3. Take a leadership role in the development of economically just international policies and trade agreements 
that address worldwide inequities in resource distribution and use, support economic opportunity for 
developing nations, honor basic human and civil rights, protect the rights of workers to a safe work 
environment and living wage, and preserve the wellbeing of a people and their environment.  

4. Provide immediate and adequate assistance to end the effects of the famine, natural disaster and climate 
change worldwide. 

5. Prepare for and address the needs of climate change refugees and refugees from war torn regions, and those 
devastated by ethnic cleansing, political and economic upheaval. 

6. Vigorously pursue non-violent conflict resolution and foreign policies based on diplomatic engagement. 
7. Support a Department of Peace to focus energy and resources toward working with communities on a global 

level to establish peace and unity. 
8. Pay the debt the United States government owes to the United Nations for past dues and peacekeeping 

expenses. 
9. Support full adherence to the Anti Land-Mine, Anti Cluster-Bomb, and Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaties. 
10. Work energetically toward achieving the goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. 
11. Honor international treaties for non-militarization of space and oppose the reckless pursuit of defense systems 

with dubious, untested merit. 
12. Ensure that profit never is a motivation for war.   
13. Strongly oppose preemptive military action, violence, or threats as tools of our foreign policy, without clear 

provocation. 
14. Use only the appropriate military force and only as a last resort in defense of the United States from attack. 
15. Expand the current War Powers Act to preclude any type of invasion onto foreign soils without a formal 

declaration of war by Congress.  
16. Respect the right of our citizens to protest our government’s decision to go to war.  
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Section II: Protecting International Human and Civil Rights:   
International law imposes certain duties upon nations with respect to the treatment of individuals. It is a violation of 
international law to treat a non-citizen in a manner that does not satisfy the international standards of justice.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our Congressional leaders and the President of the United States to: 

17. Maintain strict adherence to international agreements, including the Geneva Conventions, The Nuremberg 
Principles, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International War Crimes Tribunal that affirm 
the fundamental rights of all human beings. 

18. Ensure full United States participation in the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court, 
and ratification of the Law of the Sea. 

19. Use effective and appropriate technologies and methods to protect our nation that do not impinge on our civil 
liberties or those of people in other nations. 

20. Oppose the use of drone and airstrikes except in the case of a legally declared war or imminent attack upon 
American Citizens at home or abroad. 

21. Prohibit the use of torture or ‘enhanced interrogation techniques’ under all circumstances, on our own or 
foreign soil. 

22. Close immediately the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay and put an end to the practice of indefinite 
detention. 

23. Treat terrorists as criminals to be dealt with by appropriate international systems of criminal justice.  
24. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
25. Oppose the conscription of children by foreign militaries and support the Child Soldiers Prevention Act. 
26. Take a leadership role in international efforts to put an end to human coercion, forced servitude and trafficking. 
27. Work vigorously to eliminate abuses of women worldwide. 
28. Reject the restriction of foreign aid to “Abstinence Only” methods for the purposes of providing birth control or 

for the treatment of sexually transmitted disease. 
29. Provide true asylum to gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender immigrants who might face persecution from 

their home country’s government due to their sexual orientation or gender identity.  
30. Stop any and all forced medical experimentation, e.g., amongst prison and poor populations around the world. 

 
Section III: Resolving International Conflict:  
Where there is conflict within and amongst nations, including between our own and other nations, every effort must 
be made to bring those conflicts to a just and timely end.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call upon our Congressional leaders and the President of the United States to: 

31. Oppose long-term commitments of the U.S. military in regions where our national security is not threatened. 
32. Ensure for the health and safety, and the economic, mental and emotional vitality and wellbeing of our troops 

at home and abroad, and for those whose service is ended. 
33. Oppose military engagement, arms aid or sales to bolster the positions of dictators, to support a military coup 

or to promote regime change, not supported by the people of a nation. 
34. Support the Arab Spring and other popular movements toward democracy with all possible diplomatic action 

and avoid direct military intervention. 
35. Put an end to the U.S. embargo on Cuba and normalize relations with that nation. 
36. Support the United Nation’s initiatives to put an end to all forms of ethnic cleansing, genocide, mass rape and 

apartheid. 
37. Fully fund and support peacekeeping forces and provide strong humanitarian assistance to the citizens of 

nations in civil war and ethnic conflict. 
 
Conflict In The Middle East:  
The United States should use its influence and work in concert with international institutions to help resolve the 
multiple conflicts in the Middle East by fostering democratic processes, economic stability, environmental 
safety, human rights, and adherence to international law.  
 
Therefore, Boulder County Democrats call our leaders to: 

38. Stand up to and prevent any pre-emptive invasion or attack or military action against Iran. 
39. Support the President’s restraint in avoiding direct military involvement in Syria. 
40. Work for the safe and responsible withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Afghanistan. 
41. Support multilateral international coordination of political, military, financial and humanitarian efforts to promote 

Iraqi and Afghan regional stability.  
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42. Recognize and meet the United States’ obligation to reduce the suffering of the Iraqi and Afghan people. 
43. Prohibit war profiteering in any reconstructive efforts in Iraq or Afghanistan. 
44. Commit to using dialogue and diplomacy to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace between all the 

peoples of the Middle East.  
45. Work for a just and equitable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by supporting the Obama 

administration’s current and ongoing effort to facilitate conflict resolution agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians, recognizing that it is the responsibility of the parties to negotiate the terms of that peace.  

46. Support a reduction of Israel's settlement program in occupied territories.  
47. Make sure that all agreements for ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict include the end of the use of violence 

against each other, and the acceptance of the other's right to exist.  
48. In any two-state solution, support a fair division of territory that provides each with an economically and 

socially viable geography, a sovereign state with full internal control, and specific, secure borders.  
49. Strongly support free, fair and transparent elections and civil rights to ensure for the full participation and 

protection of all citizens in their respective nations; unbiased media coverage; and unbiased public and private 
education pertaining to the historical and spiritual roots and culture of all peoples in the region. 

50. Until such time as a peace agreement is accepted by both Israel and Palestine, support respect for 
international law regarding human rights and the Geneva Conventions.  

 
 
 

 
Deleted from the BCDP 2014 Proposed Platform, by the Boulder County Assembly, meeting on March 22, 2014: 

24. Cease cooperation with nations that violate human rights. 
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Appendix: Whole Platform Ultra Priority Legislative Drivers 
HC 1. A national Single Payer health care system, guaranteeing quality, affordable and comprehensive health care 
for all through a not-for-profit single-payer financed system. Score: 6.86   

CL 55. Amend the U.S. Constitution to overturn the flawed Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United v. Federal 
Elections Commission – we believe that corporations are not people and that they can and should be regulated to 
ensure the rights of actual people. Score: 6.09  

EP 59. A significant minimum wage increase that exceeds federal poverty guidelines, is indexed to inflation and 
accounts for the true costs for food, housing, utilities, health care, and transportation. Score: 5.42  

EP 3. Reinvigorate the economy, put people back to work and address our nation’s critical needs, by providing funds 
for: safety personnel; improved urban water systems; the strengthening of our national power grid; alternative energy 
development; the rebuilding of our schools; the replacement of decaying bridges, roads and highways; the expansion 
of mass transportation infrastructure; and adequate housing assistance to the needy. Score: 4/47 

HD 1. A constitutional amendment guaranteeing that every citizen of the United States, who is of legal voting age, 
shall have the fundamental right to vote with ease, without restriction and with no threat of disenfranchisement in any 
public election held in the jurisdiction in which the citizen resides, that all such votes shall be counted (e.g., Bush v. 
Gore) and which empowers congress to set and enforce minimal electoral standards. Score: 4.46  

ED 3. The repeal of Article 10, Section 20, TABOR, and Section 3, Gallagher, from the Colorado Constitution.    
Score: 4.32  

CEE 25. Amend the Colorado Constitution to give all local governments the right to protect the health and well being 
of its citizens, such as by issuing regulations, moratoria and/or bans on fossil fuel extraction, such as hydraulic 
fracturing (“fracking”), and other activities in their communities. (A moratorium, for example, can provide time for due 
diligence, including gathering high quality pre-drilling baseline environmental data.) Score: 4.03 

HD 25. Prohibiting the gerrymandering of Congressional districts (the political manipulation or rigging of district lines 
to favor one or another political party). Score: 4.00  

IR 45. Work for a just and equitable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by supporting the Obama 
administration’s current and ongoing effort to facilitate conflict resolution agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians, recognizing that it is the responsibility of the parties to negotiate the terms of that peace. Score: 3.63 

CEE 1. National carbon policies and incentives that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, with the goal of reducing US 
carbon emission by 5% per year, until they have been reduced by 80%-90% from current levels. Score: 3.60 

HD 20. Mandatory public funding for all campaigns. Score: 3.59 

CEE 3. Comprehensive taxes on pollution, including a carbon tax, which fully reflect the costs of pollution to society. 
Score: 3.54 

IR 49. Strongly support free, fair and transparent elections and civil rights to ensure for the full participation and 
protection of all citizens in their respective nations; unbiased media coverage; and unbiased public and private 
education pertaining to the historical and spiritual roots and culture of all peoples in the region. Score: 3.51 

EP 13. Enact single payer healthcare, with a government (not-for-profit) administer, collecting all healthcare revenues 
and paying out all fees. ((By streamlining all of these plans and carriers into one efficient system that contains checks 
and balances on hospital, drug, and device prices, a single-payer system would provide an estimated savings of 
more than $200-$300 billion annually – Physicians For A National Health Program).  Score: 3.41 

EP 19. Reassert that corporations are not people, but are business entities with responsibilities and certain privileges 
granted to them under the laws of the state representing the people. Score: 3.40 
 
HC 29. A unified system that operates fully for the benefit of Colorado residents; determined by local needs; with 
health care premium money remaining in Colorado; governed democratically by members (all Colorado residents) 
with the interests of the members rather than outside interests being served. Score: 3.34 
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