
 

Decree 3: “Fidelity of the Society to the Magisterium  
and the Supreme Pontiff,” General Congregation 32 (1975) 

The delegates of the 32nd General Congregation, in the following decree, reaffirm the “reverence and 
fidelity which all Jesuits should have toward the magisterium of the Church and in a special way 
toward” the pope. Their decree also regrets that “some members of the Society” had failed to adhere to 
the “long and venerable tradition in the Society” of such reverence and fidelity. In response, the decree 
reminds superiors to “apply the norms of the Church and the Society in a firm and fatherly way.” 

1. In considering the reverence and fidelity which all Jesuits should have toward the magisterium of 
the Church and in a special way toward the Supreme Pontiff, the 32nd General Congregation 
makes the following declaration: 

2. The Congregation acknowledges the obligation of this reverence and fidelity as well as our proper 
responsibility to the Church. 

3. Mindful of the long and venerable tradition in the Society of serving the Church by explaining, 
propagating, and defending the Faith, the Congregation supports our Jesuits who are working in 
scholarly research, in publishing, or in other forms of the apostolate, and urges all of them to 
continue to remain faithful to this tradition. At the same time, the Congregation regrets particular 
failings in this matter on the part of some members of the Society in recent years. This behavior 
can undermine our apostolic effectiveness and firm commitment to serving the Church. 

4. The Congregation recommends to all superiors that they apply the norms of the Church and the 
Society in a firm and fatherly way. Freedom should be intelligently encouraged, but care should 
be taken to prevent and correct the failings which weaken fidelity to the magisterium and service 
to the faith and the Church, virtues in which the Society has always striven to be outstanding. 

5. Fathers General nor the sincere wish of the whole Society nor decrees calling for an adaptation, we 
must now use the means that will more effectively put all these forces into operation. For this 
purpose, besides the awareness which must of necessity be made more sensitive in the whole 
Society to the urgency of renewal and adaptation in the choice and promotion of our ministries, 
the setting up of special commissions will be of great service to the Fathers Provincial and even to 
Father General in the choice of ministries and in organizing our apostolate. 

  

Original Source (English translation): 
Jesuit Life & Mission Today: The Decrees & Accompanying Documents of the 31st–35th General Congregations of the Society of Jesus, ed. John W. 
Padberg. St. Louis, Mo.: Institute of Jesuit Sources, 2009, General Congregation 32, Decree 3, “Fidelity of the Society to the Magisterium 
and the Supreme Pontiff,” pg. 297 [43–46]. 
Provided for research, teaching, and private study. All rights reserved by the copyright holder, pursuant to the Portal’s policies. 
 

http://jesuitsources.bc.edu/jesuit-life-mission-today-the-decrees-and-accompanying-documents-of-the-31st-35th-general-congregations-of-the-society-of-jesus-paperback/

