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Pastor’s Letter 

 

Dear Church Family: 

 

It has been and continues to be an honor to serve you. 

 

2017 started in a recovery mode with our Associate Pastor Kate dealing with the 

suicide of her husband and the responsibilities of single parenthood.  These 

combined pressures led her to resign and relocate to be nearer her family and to 

evaluate the next steps in her life journey.  Before leaving, Kate coordinated 

another very successful Sr. High mission trip. 

 

2017 also started with a financial shortfall between anticipated revenue and 

projected expenses.  The Session conducted a second stewardship campaign 

which raised the necessary funds.  This again demonstrated that our 

congregation rises to meet challenges, whether to provide hurricane relief, 

support youth mission trips, or resolve a budget shortfall.  

 

This year, I joined the Barrington Breakfast Rotary Club in order to be more 

engaged in the larger community.   As a result, I am developing some meaningful 

personal relationships, and also engaging in service to the community-at-large.   

 

I continue to lead a monthly worship service at Good Shepard Hospital, where I 

also serve on the hospital Ethics Committee as an at-large member. 

I had the privilege again this year of going to Nicaragua to drill a well in a tiny 

village outside of Leon.  It was an incredible experience and personal thrill to see 

people draw clear, clean water for the first time, rather than having to use water 

that threatened their health.   

 

The Garlands continues to be a focal point of our mission.  We have been 

blessed to have residents from the Garlands become new members, and others 

visit us to join in worship. It has been a joy for me to hold a weekly bible study 

at the Garlands, and to participate there in Lenten Communion services with 

other members of the Barrington Area Ministerial Association. 

 

In addition to being active generally in BAMA, I am part of a larger Barrington 

leadership group which was formed after the Global Leadership Summit held 

two years ago at Willow Creek.   

 

Since 2014, I have been leading Theology on Tap which will continue meeting on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. at Chessie’s.   We are exploring a variety of 

topics, with the general focus on contemporary issues concerning our faith in 
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these times.  Also since 2014, I have been meeting with a group of men at a 

Friday morning bible study which meets at 6:30 a.m. at Egg Harbor in 

Barrington.  In 2017, this group has taken on a monthly mission project at Feed 

My Starving Children in Schaumburg.   

 

For continuing education in 2017, I attended the Festival of Homiletics in San 

Antonio.  It literally was a conference for preachers to hear other preachers 

preach on preaching.   In my second week of continuing education, I went to 

Ghost Ranch, a Presbyterian camp and conference center in New Mexico.  There, 

among other things, I attended a seminar on Celtic spirituality conducted by 

John Phillip Newell, an internationally acclaimed poet, peacemaker and scholar.  

I completed my continuing education by attending the Global Leadership 

Conference at Willow Creek.  Throughout the year, I continued to read widely 

both for sermon preparation and personal spiritual growth. 

 

In 2017, the Session completed its discernment process on our missional and 

congregational goals and objectives.  In 2018, I look forward to the work to 

implement that discernment.   In light of Kate’s departure, we have established a 

task force to assess our congregational needs and objectives.  Based on these 

assessments, the task force will make recommendations to the Session about 

our staff makeup to meet our needs and objectives, and to empower our 

congregation to move forward in its mission and ministry.   

 

I look forward to what God has in store for us in 2018. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Dr.  Joseph J. Dorociak    
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                                       Report of the Clerk 

 

 

During 2017 Session Elders continued to discuss concepts of Joan Gray’s 

book, Sailboat Church; Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice, 

including further implementing the importance of prayer within worship and 

entire church life; encouraging thought about willingness to risk (and fail); 

examining how we show love for one another, how we can grow through hard 

times and how to cultivate a culture of abundance and generosity. 

 
Additionally, most monthly sessions under Pastor Joe’s leadership began with 

examining God’s word through OT & NT Bible passages that remind us of the 

need to trust, with humility, our faith in God’s guidance as we exercise our 

leadership in church matters. 

 

Follow-up work to 2016 continued in earnest as clerk and office administrator 

worked together to bring 2017 membership rolls up-to-date in an effort to 

accurately reflect our per capita dues to Presbytery and to understand more 

fully our shrinking congregation numbers. A gradual, but significant drop in 

active, involved members was identified statistically and lends evidence to the 

difficulty that Nominating Committees have experienced in recent years- that 

of filling leadership positions within the church. In response to this, Elders, 

Deacons, and Trustees, all have changed the size of their bodies to 

accommodate the diminished pool: Elders from 18 to 15, Deacons from 18 to 

15, and Trustees from 12 to 6. With Elders and Deacons functioning fully and 

successfully during the past year, we have every expectation Trustees will 

experience the same smooth transition for 2018. 

 
With my first year as clerk now behind me, I extend my heartfelt thanks for all 

the patience and generous support shown to me as I navigate these new 

waters! It is, indeed, an honor to serve Christ and this church with the 

wonderful group of people who volunteer in leadership for PCB! Thanks 

especially to John Armstrong, previous clerk of session, who continues to be 

an ever-helpful guide. 

Carol Buchta 

Clerk of Session 2017 
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Statistical Report 

 

 

During 2017 the following changes took place in the church records: 

 

 

Total membership at the conclusion of 2017:                                492                                       

  

 

Persons received into membership:                                        17 

 Members transferred to other churches:                                  8 

 Members requesting removal apart from transfers:                 30 

 Members removed after being inactive for two years:              57 

 Members who died:                                                                  5 

 

 

We regret to record the deaths of the following persons and wish to extend our 

sympathy to their families and friends: 

  

                                                      

 Robert Steinmetz                                                     April 4, 2017 

 Neal Marshal                                                         April 16, 2017 

 Marja Riccio                                                             July 3, 2017 

 Elizabeth Brown                                           September 26, 2017 

 William Beckhardt                                         November 16, 2017                                                              

  

 

We rejoice in the Sacrament of Baptism of the following children / adults: 

 

 

Charlotte McLaughlin                                                January 15, 2017 

Derek Wessen  (adult)                                                      April 2, 2017 

Lexie Francine Lubchenko                                              June 10, 2017 

Ella Grace Charlotte Mickey                                        August 27, 2017 

Anna Rosalie Consdorf                                               October 29, 2017 

Ethan Nixon                                                           December 17, 2017 

Annabella Louise Dawson                                       December 24, 2017 
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          The Presbyterian Church of Barrington 

Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 

February 12, 2017 

 
 
The Annual Meeting was opened at 11:00 AM with prayer led by moderator Rev. 
Joe Dorociak. 

 

A quorum was present. 
 

Retiring Clerk of Session, John Armstrong reported that Session was 

supporting a proposed change to our Bylaws concerning the number of Elders 

elected each year to Session. Due to increasing difficulty that the Nominating 

Committee has experienced for the last two years in filling officer positions, 

Session supports reducing the number of Elders from 18 to 15. This motion 

will be presented to the congregation for vote in the near future after a 

sufficient effort has been made to inform the entire congregation. 

In celebration of the past year of service to our church community, 

representatives from the majority of 2016 Session committees, the Board of 

Deacons, and the Board of Trustees gave brief statements highlighting a 

significant accomplishment or two from 2016. 

Retiring Clerk of Session, John Armstrong gave a brief financial report noting 

that 35 pledges had not been honored in 2016 and that the Stewardship 

Campaign moving forward was seriously short of anticipated amount. For that 

reason the 2017 budget has been frozen in the amount of last year’s spending 

(at $716,104) with no raises for staff or program increases. Going forward, 

Session hopes to conduct small group meetings through various committees 

with appeals to specific groups within the church community for raising 

additional funds. 

 
Peter Shaeffer presented two motions on behalf of the Personnel Committee: 

 

I. The personnel committee, with the support of Session, moves that 

the congregation approve the following terms of call for 2017 for 

Rev. Dr. Joseph Dorociak: 

 
1. Effective Salary of $94,050 of which $33,000 is designated as Housing 

Allowance 

2. Full medical, pension and death and disability benefits under the 

Traditional Plan of the Board of Pensions at a dues cost of $34,328. 

3. Dental insurance under the Optional Plan of the Board of Pensions at a 

dues cost of $905. 

4. Supplemental Life Insurance under the Optional Plan of the Board of 

Pensions at a cost of $990. 

5. $7,194 in reimbursement of 50% of Self Employment Tax liability 

6. Expense and Continuing Education allowance in the aggregate of $7,300. 
7. $1,500 in reimbursement of cell phone costs 
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8. Four (4) weeks of vacation 
9. Two (2) weeks of study leave 

10. Total Terms of Call in the amount of $146,267. 
 

 

The motion carried on a voice vote. 
 

II. The personnel committee moves, with the support of Session, that 

the congregation approve the following terms of call for 2017 for Rev. 

Kathryn Kelly: 

 

1. Effective salary of $74,343 of which $38,540 is designated as Housing 
Allowance. 

2. Full medical, pension, and death and disability benefits under the 

Traditional Plan of the Board of Pensions at a dues cost of $27,135. 

3. Dental insurance under the Optional Plan of the Board of Pensions at a 

dues cost of $1,168. 

4. Supplemental Life Insurance under the Optional Plan of the Board of 

Pensions at a cost of $120. 

5. $4,736 in reimbursement of 50% of Self Employment Tax liability 

6. Expense and Continuing Education allowance in the aggregate of $3,150. 

7. Four (4) weeks of vacation 

8. Two (2) weeks of study leave 

9. Total Terms of Call in the amount of $110,662. 
 

 

The motion carried on a voice vote. 
 

 

There being no further business, a motion was made, seconded, and 

approved to adjourn the meeting with a benediction at 11:30 AM. 

 

 
Carol Buchta Rev. Joe Dorociak 

Clerk of Session Moderator 
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The Presbyterian Church of Barrington 

Congregational Meeting Minutes December 17, 2017 
 
Near the end of regular worship service, Rev. Dorociak determined a quorum 
was present and called the Congregational Meeting to order at 11:10 a.m. for 

the purpose of Election of Elders and Deacons for 2018. 

 
He then turned the meeting over to Tom Hilgendorf, member of the 2017 

Nominating Committee, who nominated the following slate for the class of 2020: 

 
Elders - 3 yr term  Youth Elder Deacons 3 yr term 

Rollin Potter Lauren Carder Libby Louiseau 

Cindy Zichal (one year) Audrey Helminiak 

Mitch Erland  Barb Cunningham 

Chris Raaths  Denise Goodman 

Aron Van Cleave  Jeff Anderson 

 
Nominating Committee for 2018 - members-at-large for one-year term 
Kathy Larson 

Ginny Shapiro 
Bill Springer 

Don Andler 

 
With a second and no additions from the floor, the motion to accept the entire 
slate passed unanimously. 

 
Tom thanked the entire 2017 Nominating Committee, composed of Becky 

Nelson, Anna Armstrong, Chrisann Smith, Tom Hilgendorf and Rollin Potter, for 
their dedicated service to this important task. 

 
* An additional note: at the Board of Trustee’s request, Session has voted to 

reduce the number of their members from 12 to 6, so no additional board 
members are needed at this time. 

 
The meeting was closed in conjunction with worship benediction by Rev. 

Dorociak at 11:20 a.m. 
 

Respectfully, 

 
Carol Buchta Rev. Joe Dorociak 
Clerk of Session Moderator 
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Children’s Christian Education  

 

Mission: To help children to know God’s love for them and to share His love with 

others. 

Goals: To provide children and families opportunities to grow in their faith 

through programming based in Biblical teachings, fellowship and service. 

Activities: 

• Children Ministry: 

o Milestone Program (Kindergarten – 6th grade): Recognizes important 

steps in a child’s faith and provides our children with information and 

experiences as they grow in their faith. 

▪ “Worship with Me” - Orientation for Kindergarten Students 
▪  “Read with Me” - Bible Presentation and Education for First 

Grade Students 
▪ “Welcome Me” - Communion Education for Second Grade 

Students 
▪  “Pray with Me” - Prayer Education for Third Grade Students 

▪  “Study with Me” - Bible Presentation and Education for Fourth 
Grade Students 

▪ “Walk with Me” - Baptismal Education for Fifth Grade Students 
▪  “Serve with Me” - Woodstock Soup Kitchen for Sixth Grade 

Students 

 

o Sunday School:  

▪ Weekly classes for ages 4 years to 5th grade are held Sunday 

mornings during the 10:00 worship service.  The Sparks rotation 

curriculum is used for ages 4 years through 2nd Grade.  New this 

year, we started using the “Picture the Bible” curriculum for the 

3rd grade through 5th grade classes. 

▪ Children’s Garden – Flowers were planted outside again this year. 

▪ Fish Banks for Lent – Children again collected money for One 

Great Hour of Sharing helping those in need. 

 

o Sunday Night Live:  

▪ SNL is held once a month on Sunday afternoons. 

▪  It is a fun place for the children to grow in their faith as they 

learn about the Bible and teachings of Jesus Christ.  Activities 

include games, arts and crafts, music, story time and dinner. 

 

o Vacation Bible School:  

▪ Summer VBS - PCB offered “God’s Animal Kingdom” a summer 

week-long program in July; Christmas VBS – PCB offered a one-

day program in December.   

▪ The children enjoy Bible lessons, arts and crafts, games, fun 

snacks and much more while contributing to a mission project 

that helps their community: pet food, supplies and coins/change 
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were collected and donated to The Buddy Foundation (a local 

animal shelter).  

 

o Nursery:  

▪ The PCB nursery is available to families during the 10:00 worship 

service.   

▪ The nursery provides safe and nurturing care for children 0 to 3 

years. 

 

We appreciate and support the capable and creative leadership of CCE Director 

Dana Litwin.  Thank you to the faithful committee members and all volunteers 

for their time and talents in the education of our children and their families. 

Susan Raaths, Chair 
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                                Communication and Outreach 

 
 
 

Outreach activities included participation in Barrington’s 2017 July 4th parade.  
Planned and developed mainly by Gil Semmen, we presented a large quality float 
hosted by several PCB members, who distributed candy to children along the 

parade route. 
 

On August 3, we hosted a Community meal attended by approximately seventy-
five guests.  Gil Semmen masterminded the menu and much of the food 
preparation, assisted by Community Meal leaders.  PCB staff and various church 

members assisted with serving the guests, set ups, and tear down, following the 
event. 

 
A bitterly cold Halloween still attracted a large group of families to PCB’s first 
downtown Barrington PCB “Trunk or Treat” event.  The committee was assisted 

by several PCB members, who distributed candy to children. 
 
Our first membership in the Barrington Area Chamber of Commerce provided 

PCB with new contacts in the business community as well as serving as a 
vehicle to promote our presence in the Barrington area and to highlight activities 

a few times throughout the year.  Jill Minner’s role at the Chamber is of great 
assistance as we learn more about the potential in this relationship. 
 

We continue to advertise our Christmas and Easter services in Quintessential 
Barrington and area newspapers. 

 
Much time in 2017 went into reinvigorating our website.  We engaged a local 
professional, Maureen Roberts, who was recommended to us by three 

community leaders.  Presently, we have a test website that contains a home page 
and mission page, both under review.  We are pleased with Maureen’s 
willingness to work closely with us; her total fee, one third of which was paid in 

2017, is $5,995.  The remaining two thirds will be paid at agreed upon intervals.  
Site completion is set for Easter week, 2018. 

 
Regarding the above, we did terminate our relationship with Mark Novelli of 
Imago in Elgin.  Mark’s approach to delivery and communication with committee 

chairs was unsatisfactory.  Unfortunately, some funds were paid to Mark, and 
although we requested a partial refund due to his delivering very little work, we 
are doubtful that he will make a refund; and we have been advised by PCB 

attorneys that pursuing him will yield no benefit.  Basically, a hard lesson 
learned. 

 
Website development will require an ongoing series of outreach efforts with PCB 
ministries and committees.  We will be diligent in working with PCB staff to 

make certain that website information is current and correct. 
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AV challenges in 2017 continued to be met but definitely with some strain and a 

high demand of support from our dedicated group of PCB volunteers, who work 
the soundboard in the choir loft and cameras from the church office, all of which 

provide for recorded Sunday services.  Thanks to Joy, Dave H., and Lukass for 
supporting our committee in this demanding area of ongoing need.  We definitely 
will continue to support existing volunteers and begin recruitment of backups as 

needed.  We will also recruit additional volunteers. 
 
We are proud that after much effort, an upgrade in our AV equipment makes 

possible regular live streaming of Sunday services.  This means that PCB 
members can log into our site to see a service in progress in real time, or as 

services are completed, at a later viewing time.  We see this effort as 
tremendously important for recruitment of new members who may be checking 
out a PCB service for the first time, in addition to our keeping in touch with 

Snow Bird populations. 
 

The above efforts also make possible video displays in the PCB parlor and 
fellowship hall, when overflow attendance requires such support. 
 

We are also encouraging bids from sound professionals to clean up our sound 
wiring and to remedy delay times in all viewing situations.  We hope to craft an 
effective plan in the near future. 

 
David Nelson, Rollin Potter, co-chairs 

Jill Minner, Gil Semmen, members 
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Congregational Life and Membership 
              

Congregational Life 

 The year 2017 started with an organizational change – the Congregational 

Life and Membership committees were combined into one overall group. Our 

committee worked together on all of the more or less annual social activities that 

involve fellowship: Music on the Hill concerts, Church Picnic, Card Party, Advent 

Dinner as well as the special reception held on October 22nd for Kate Kelly. In 

addition, we joined with the Outreach Committee to assist with the Trunk or 

Treat Halloween event. 

 Our year began with the first Music on the Hill event on February 10th, 

followed by three other concerts; July 21st, October 27th and the Christmas 

concert on December 15th. The concerts were well attended with approximately 

80 attendees at the first event and around 40 for the others. These wonderful 

concerts provided fellowship with our congregation as well as community 

involvement.  They included a reception with light refreshments in Fellowship 

Hall that provided a nice setting and an opportunity to visit with the musicians. 

Music on the Hill has become a “Parlor Series” as the result of a power outage on 

July 21st – this temporary misfortune has been a blessing for this event as it 

provides the ideal setting for the musicians and the attendees. 

 The month of April always brings showers but we were not disappointed as 

75 loyal card players came to Barrington Hills Country Club on a rainy April 29th 

evening for “It’s A Card Party”.  A fun evening of members playing cards, trying 

to capture as many flags as possible to win the games, was experienced and 

included a delicious dinner buffet.  It was very competitive, with three teams 

tying for first place; a cut of the cards determined the order of the selection of 

the prizes for the winners.  

 The rain also impacted our annual church picnic on August 27th, 

“Everything But The Ants”. Despite the weather, the event was well attended. We 

provided lunch which included grilled hamburgers, hot dogs and brats, pasta 

salad and a variety of chips. A special treat for dessert was the Polar Bear Ice 

Cream Truck. While we had great activities planned which included a bouncy 

house and obstacle course for the children, the rain required a cancellation of 

these activities. The rain also meant no volleyball contests for the teens and 

adults. Still, it was a fun event for our congregation. 

  

December 3rd brought us great weather and “Here We Come A Caroling”, our 

annual Advent Dinner. It was well attended and everyone seemed to enjoy the 

change from ham to spaghetti and pasta with meat sauce, lettuce salad, chicken 

nuggets and rolls. Our members provided an assortment of appetizers and some 

fantastic desserts. A special treat for the children was the arrival of Santa (our 

own Gil Semmens) and small gifts were passed out to them. In keeping with the 

theme, Rich Leasure played the piano and members of our choir led us in 

singing Christmas Carols. The conclusion of the evening involved Pastor Joe 
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being joined by the children while he read “Twas The Night Before Christmas”. It 

was a wonderful evening of fellowship for our church and a good time was had 

by all. As Santa would say, “HO-HO”; see you next year! 

 These gatherings would not be possible without the volunteer help from 

many of our members. We hope all our congregation will consider joining us in 

attending the many fellowship events being planned for 2018. 

           

 

 

Membership 

 We monitored the visitor information collected via the pew pads as well as 

the link cards. Welcome notes were sent to all visitors who provided the relevant 

information. 

 Two new member classes were held which were staffed by members of our 

committee along with Pastor Joe, one in the Spring, May 13th and the second in 

the Fall on November 4th. Each class met on a Saturday from 9:30 – 11:30 and a 

light breakfast was served.  A Presbyterian Church tote bag was provided, 

complete with magnet pencils and a pamphlet written by Bob Kosobud which 

provides background information about our church. 

 A special “new member” cake was served at the receptions following the 

services for these new members and each was provided with a boutonniere.  

 

Congregational Life and Membership Committee Members: Pastor Joe Dorociak, 

Jim Dugan, Audrey Helminiak, Gloria Johnson, Bob Kosobud, Kathy Larson, 

Janis Menges and Linda Neton. 

Blessings to All, 

Gloria Johnson 
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Kitchen Kabinet 
 

This group was originally founded by a group of senior men to advise the senior 
pastor on a variety of subjects affecting the life of the church and its 

membership. It has evolved over a 50-year period as a self-funded, coed, 
ecumenical, fellowship group interested in a variety of educational, musical and 
topical events. Meeting monthly for lunch at Biltmore C.C., we brought the 

following programs to approximately 200 of our church members in attendance 
at our gatherings. If you missed these wonderful events, be on the alert to join 
us in the coming year! 

 
 

2017 Programs 
 

• Robert Grier - Motivational speaker and blind author of his true story “Eyes in 

the Mirror, Seeing New Ways to Conquer Fear.” 
 

• Barrington Director of Economic Development, Peggy Blanchard provided the 
village’s long-range plan and new business opportunity update.  

 

• Stan Louiseau and his Octoberfest Band entertained and educated us about 
the folk songs that make up the German Fall Festivals. We celebrated with - 

beer, games, prizes and lots of brats, kraut & potatoes.  
 

•  Christopher House is one of PCB’s major mission projects and has been 

helping at-risk children and low-income families for over 100 years. Their work 
is amazing and it was brought into focus with the presentation “We Want All 

To Learn, Dream, Achieve” by Kathy Greenberg, Associate Director. 
 

• Dr. Rollin Potter, Cultural Chair and Beth Raseman, Executive Director of the 

Barrington White House provided their presentation of the business and arts 
program success for the new community venture plus a personalized tour 

covering the grand restoration and repurposing of this Barrington landmark. 
 

Looking Ahead - 2018 

 
“Hey Ranger” — Astronomy lecturers and summer rangers at Great Basin 

National Park extending over the borders of Nevada and Idaho.  
 
Joy Wagner - owner of the new $3.5 million Neuro Balance Center of Barrington 

which incorporates specialized state-of-the art equipment for folks with ALS, 
Parkinson’s and stoke disabilities. 
 

Photo Travel Log -  The Highlands of Scotland and Edinburgh — a hot bed of 
Presbyterianism by Jack and Susan Raaths. 

 
Counterterrorism operations in Afghanistan, Africa, the Middle East and Europe; 
Counternarcotic operations in south and Central America — Andrew Tangen 
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LCDR, US Navy and Superintendent of Lake County Veterans Assistance 
Commission. 

 
Behind the Scene stories and photos of his 6500-mile bike trip for ALS, 

American Cancer Society & Hospice — Bob Lee. 
 
Tracking Russian Subs across the Pacific - Jack Mumaw, RADM, US Navy (Ret) 

  
Don Andler & Jack Raaths 
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Mission  

 

This has been another year in which our church continues to serve the Lord by 

helping others in our community and beyond. 

 

We were able to make financial contributions to Presbytery Mission, 

Christopher House, Feed my Starving Children, Carpentersville Fish Food 

Pantry, Woodstock Food Kitchen, and the Samaritan Counseling Center.  

 

The Snack Program at Sunny Hill School in Carpentersville provides healthy 

snacks for the many children staying for after-school programs. 

 

Crop Hunger Walk - People from Barrington churches walked in October to 

raise funds to be used for hunger programs both locally and globally. 

 

Food Drives in the spring, summer and fall. We gather more than 400 bags of 

food combined in the spring and summer for the Carpentersville Fish Food 

Pantry and in the fall for the Christopher House Thanksgiving program. 

Additionally $1,900 was donated in the summer drive. 

 

Woodstock Food Kitchen - One Sunday a month we help serve a free, mid-day 

meal to needy people in the area. We have served more than 1200 meals and 

assisted at least 800 families to take home food from the pantry of the 

Woodstock Bible Church. 

 

The Build Team traveled to Houston TX to help rebuild housing following the 

hurricane and flooding that followed.   

 

Hurricane Relief - The Congregation rallied to raise funds and assemble 

cleaning supplies and healthcare products for those in need in Puerto Rico and 

the Virgin Islands. 

  

Feed My Starving Children is a unique program that provides balanced meals 

for children around the world. We volunteer at their facility, on almost a monthly 

basis, packing the meals to be sent to those in need.  

 

Blessings in a Backpack - PCB has sent volunteers to Sunny Hill School to 

assist with the Blessings in a Backpack program. Our volunteers help to pack 

the bags, containing supplemental food provided by the Blessings in a Backpack 

charity. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kurt Anderson, Chairman 
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Nominating and Leadership Development 
 

 
The Nominating and Leadership Development Committee has the responsibility 

of identifying those church members whose gifts and talents might be shared 
with the congregation in meaningful leadership positions or those of a more 
caring, nurturing nature.  This is accomplished by putting forth extra effort to 

get to know the congregation well, then calling them to serve for a three-year 
term as Elders, Deacons or Trustees.  Each year one-third of Elder and Deacon 
Boards rotates off, so there is a total of 15 Ruling Elders on Session, *15 

members of the Board of Deacons, and *6 members of the Board of Trustees. 
 

In December 2017, our committee presented the following nominees to the 
congregation for election: 
 

Ruling Elders:  Mitch Erland, Chris Raaths, Aron Van Cleave, and  
Cindy Zichal; Rollin Potter accepted a second three-year term. 

 
Deacons:  Jeff Anderson, Barb Cunningham, Denise Goodman, and Audrey 
Helminiak; Libby Louiseau accepted a second three-year term 

 
Trustees:  No new Trustees were elected this year since their numbers are in 
transition from 12 to 6, with Session’s approval 

 
2018 Nominating:  Four members-at-large were elected to serve one-year terms 

for 2018 - Don Andler, Kathy Larson, Ginny Shapiro, and Bill Springer  
 
 

In addition to the above elected slate, Jim Wilson very recently has agreed to fill 
an unexpired two-year term as Elder, and is yet to be elected/installed. 
 

Sincere thanks to our outgoing Nominating Committee members for their service 
during 2017: 

 
Rollin Potter, Ashur Youash, Anna Armstrong, Becky Nelson, Ginny Shapiro, 
and Chrisann Smith 

 
 

Faithfully, 
Tom Hilgendorf, Chair 
 

 
 
*Deacons and Trustees Board numbers are in transition with Session approval 
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Personnel 

 

The 2017 Personnel Committee consisted of George Landes, Jr., Richard 

Barbour, Peter Shaeffer, Cindy Zichal, Bill Springer, and Dr. Joe Dorociak.   

As frequently happens with personnel, there were several unanticipated issues 

that arose requiring your Personnel Committee (PC) to work quickly to deal with 

developing situations.  Probably the most unanticipated was the departure of our 

Associate Pastor, Kate Kelly.  We worked hard to manage through this situation 

and believe we have a good solution in place.  The Session will be working to 

determine the future of this position.  

 

Kristen March’s departure from her receptionist position was also unexpected, 

but Patti Fugle’s decision to take on these responsibilities in conjunction with 

her financial administrative duties is working out very well.  The most recent 

unexpected development has been Rob’s accident leaving us without a sexton for 

several months.  Your PC believes it has a solution which will cover Rob’s duties 

during his recovery period.  We expect this issue to be resolved shortly. 

 

PCB Staff all have goals and objectives which they develop with Dr. Dorociak, 

and are then reviewed with a PC member.  A review of progress towards 

achieving those goals occurs mid-way through the year, with an appraisal of how 

the staff member performed vs those goals occurring at year’s end.  In 2017 

individual staff goals were set at the beginning of the year, reviewed mid-way 

through the year, with a formal assessment/appraisal held at year end to review 

accomplishments.  During the appraisal process, 2018 goals are set and agreed 

to. 

 

Other issues that your PC managed include the personnel budget, dealing with 

the frequent changes to health policies, pension, etc; as well as insuring that the 

benefits offered to our staff are competitive.  We’ve tried to maintain a level of 

stability in the staff along with a consistency of service and quality to all 

parishioners.  I believe that, as I rotate off the PC, we have accomplished those 

goals.   

 

I would be remiss if I did not thank all who have helped the Personnel 
Committee manage the myriad of issues that occurred this past year.  We would 
not be successful without your support.   

Yours in Christ, 

 

George M. Landes, Jr. 
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Stewardship 

 

The Church of Blessings and Hope was our Stewardship theme for 2017.   

The committee contacted the congregation thru emails and direct mailings.   

Pledge statistics as of January 25, 2018 toward the proposed budget for 2018: 

 

 
2018 

   
Pledging Units 262 

   
# of Pledgers 151 

   Pledgers vs Total 
Pledging Units  58% 

   

     
Total Pledged $532,948 

   
Average Pledge $3,529.46 

   
Pledge Goal $772,982 

   
% of Goal 69% 

   

     

     

Pledgers who have Given         

> $10k 11 7%  $   135,500  25% 

$5-9999k 33 22%  $   206,000  39% 

$3-4999k 29 19%  $   104,124  20% 

$1-2999k 45 30%  $     72,284  14% 

$500 - 999k 21 14%  $     12,790  2% 

<$499 12 8%  $       2,250  0% 

  151    $   532,948    

 

 

 

The historic trend in giving continues in that a few carry the financial burden in 

the church for the many, placing the viability of the church at risk.   

A strong church values stewardship as the responsibility of us all.  
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Worship 

 

Throughout the year our worship services were joyous and very meaningful. 

Our team of extremely dedicated folks worked diligently to support the pastors 

in achieving this. We all recognize the importance of worship to the life of our 

church, in driving all we hope for. 

 
Several activities during the year provided special enhancements to our 

traditional methods of worship. Of special note, we experienced a very moving 

Maundy Thursday service which included small groups going through five 

worship stations. We also saw the creation of a prayer station with candles in 

the sanctuary. Then there was pastor Joe dressed as a monk nailing the 95 

theses on a door during Reformation Sunday. This service included a sermon 

which beautifully explained Martin’s journey to enlightenment. Then there was 

the 5 PM Christmas Eve family service which saw a creation of the manger 

scene, including bales of hay and the story of the Christmas mouse. 

 

For 2018, under the leadership of Pastor Joe, we expect more creative ways to 

enhance our worship and Christian learning experience. One very important 

idea being considered is the inclusion of a large, tastefully-placed video screen 

in the sanctuary. 

 
Our committee responsibilities: 

 
Communion - Communion was served eighteen times during the year. Aside 

from our ministers’ leadership, three efforts are required: the ingredients must 

be prepared - Floy Shaeffer is responsible for this; then the ingredients must 

be prepared for distribution during the service - Marlene Peterson, Floy, and 

Bill Springer are responsible for this; then numerous Deacons and Elders 

serve. 

 

    Ushers - Usher teams, headed by Chris Raaths, continue to faithfully support                                                                                                          

worship services as well as other services conducted in the sanctuary, such as 

funerals. 
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Chancel Guild - A separate report, describing the significant contribution of this 

group, has been prepared by Sue Kosobud. The congregation is very thankful for the 

beauty of the sanctuary, indeed the beauty of the entire church, created by this 

group under the leadership of Sue and Susan Raaths. 

 

Music - Kirsten is submitting a separate report, but we feel it’s important to know 

how thankful the committee is for our music program which so beautifully 

complements the message brought forward each Sunday. 

 

Liturgists - Our liturgists provide great meaning to worship. The team is headed up 

so ably by John Armstrong. 

 

Thanks to all who have contributed to worship and for their continued dedication. 

 
The Worship Committee: 

 

John Armstrong, Sue Kosobud, Marlene Peterson, Susan Raaths, Chris Raaths, Floy 

Shaeffer, and Bill Springer 

 

Music 

The Music Program at PCB continued to provide meaningful music during worship 

throughout the year. Some larger projects included “Lenten Canticles” and “The Song 

Everlasting,” both performed by the Sanctuary Choir and musical guests. The Bell 

Choir continued to work on challenging music and we formed a bell quartet to work on 

additional repertoire. The youth of the church added their talents to worship 

throughout the year, and the Voice for Life training program was initiated in the fall. 

Music on the Hill continued with several programs. The Bella Voce Camerata 

performed a Valentine’s program in February, and we held our first summer program 

with the Bach and Beethoven Ensemble performing Irish, Scottish, and English folk 

music.  For the 2017-18 Music on the Hill Season, we started a Parlor Series, with 

four performances planned for the season. 

Kirsten Hedegaard 

Music Director 
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Chancel Guild 2017 

Sunday flowers 

• We are pleased with our florist, Candy Quinn, owner of Prairie Basket.  In 

addition to her beautiful and interesting floral arrangements, Candy is easy to 

work with and highly reliable. 

• For special occasions (Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost), we order our plants 

from G and E, a greenhouse in Elburn, Illinois.   

• We continue to ask for a minimum donation of $50 for Sunday arrangements.  

This donation level is below the price that we pay for the flowers, but we break 

even through extra donations throughout the year. 

Seasonal Church Decorating 

• Special set-ups have gone well, thanks to the many volunteers from our 

congregation. 

• Harvest display set-up was in November and was in place for two Sundays. 

• The Christmas tree set-up was once again handled by the Men’s Tree Ministry 

Team. The trees were put up the Sunday before Thanksgiving (in time for the 

first Sunday of Advent) and taken down after the 10:00 service on Epiphany.  

Besides the Sanctuary trees, the men also put up the large indoor and outdoor 

wreaths, and put up the Parlor tree.  

• This year we also put in beautiful winter arrangements in the outdoor                                                                                         

front planters. 

•  The day after the Christmas trees were put up, the women of the church 

beautifully decorated the Sanctuary, Narthex, and the Parlor.  Besides tending 

to decorating, it is a wonderful fellowship time for the ladies. 

• The glorious Easter display was set up the Saturday before Easter. 

• Pentecost provided another chance for a beautiful look to our sanctuary.  Since 

red is the color for Pentecost, the Chancel Guild’s Red Geranium Sale was 

scheduled to coincide with Pentecost – a beautiful display in our Sanctuary. 

• In late spring, the Chancel Guild also provided flowers for the outdoor front 

planters as well as flowers for the court yard. 

• We continue to update all of our holiday décor. 

Other 

• Besides the weekly notice in the Bulletin for flower donations, we also have 

special appeals and inserts for the special seasonal set-ups.  The Chancel Guild 

floral sign-up board is in the Narthex. 
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Deacons 

 

We are 17 Deacons devoted to our mission of caring for the sick, the heartbroken, 

the needy and the lonely of our congregation. 

We are in contact with our Parish members to discern if they are in need of our help 

and we are also advised by our Pastors of those in need. 

 

On a regular basis we call, visit, send cards, and deliver flowers and Food Served 

With Love to those who are in need. Our “Deacon’s weekly care list” is emailed to all 

Deacons with their new Parish duties for that week. This list is also sent to the 

Elders and Pastor. 

We also: 

1. are in charge of the organization of Sunday’s Hospitality. 

2. serve extended communion. 

3. do bulletin board displays. 

4. we deliver flowers to our Special Care List during Lent and Advent. This list is 

made up of primarily elders and shut ins. We weekly deliver flowers made from 

Sunday’s alter flowers to those on our Care List. 

5. we recognize our confirmands and high school graduates with cards. 

6. we are blessed with regular visits from a Stephen leader to help us with our 

care of those in need. We have learned how to ask for a visit, how to listen and 

how to pray with those we visit. 

7. we are blessed by the presence of our Pastor at our meetings to guide us. 

8. we regularly work the Congregational Life events. 

  

What is new? 

1. We have changed our Food Served With Love procedure from frozen meals to 

fresh meals. 

2. We have set up the Deacon’s Food Pantry for PCB members in need of 

assistance. 

3. We have consolidated the 18 PCB Parishes into 15 Parishes and are 

developing a new Parish map. This will be put into effect in Jan., 2018 

 
How can the congregation help us? 

1. Support the new Food Served With Love program. 

2. Support the new Food Pantry. 

3. Attend and support the Congregational Life events. 

4. Sign up for Hospitality on Sundays. 
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Stephen Ministry 

  

The Presbyterian Church of Barrington is a Stephen Ministry Congregation! 

 

The vision statement of Stephen Ministry at PCB is:  “As part of our caring family of 

faith, we are equipped to provide and dedicated to offer Christ-centered care so that no 

one among us is left to suffer alone.”  Stephen Ministry care giving is available to PCB 

members, their families, friends and neighbors in the community. 

 

 Stephen Ministry has been a vital ministry at PCB for over 16 years 

 

• 57 Stephen Ministers have been trained over that time  

• Active Stephen Ministry team is 18 (13 Stephen Ministers and 5 Leaders) 

• Over 109 people have been cared for through PCB's Stephen Ministry including 
3 new caring relationships during 2017 

• Stephen Leaders work with the Pastors to identify those needing Stephen 
Ministry care 

• Stephen Ministry works closely with the Deacons 

• A networking relationship exists with the Village Church of Barrington including 
joint Continuing Education classes and shared referrals 

• Stephen Ministers volunteer to provide care during PCB's monthly Woodstock 
Soup Kitchen Sunday 

• Grief booklets are sent to those within our faith community who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one 

• Articles and communications about Stephen Ministry are available through the 
In-Touch bulletin announcements and the Friday PCB Email News 

 

 

“Being there” and offering care to help others by reaching out to our community, as 

well as our own congregation, has given us an opportunity to use our spiritual gifts 

which we do with Christ's guidance.  We are grateful to our Pastors and members of 

our congregation for their continued support of Stephen Ministry. 

 

The Stephen Leader Team 

Carol Andler, Anna Armstrong, Cathy Layne, Jack Raaths, Susan Raaths 
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Presbyterian Women 

 

Presbyterian Women is a faith-filled fellowship group which is open to all the women of 

the church. 

• We meet 6 times a year:  September – November; March – May 

• We have two Bible studies each month, one in the morning and one in the 

evening 

• Our Book group meets every other month at a member’s home 

• Shawl ministry continues to make lap robes and shawls for those in need of 

comfort 

• A monthly newsletter is sent out to all the women of the church.  Highlights are 

activities for the month, along with many ways to get involved.  We hope to 

reach those who cannot attend our monthly meetings 

• A Fall fellowship potluck dinner was held in October- almost 50 women attended 

• Laundry baskets, filled with various kitchen items, were collected and given to 

women graduates of the Home of the Sparrow program 

• The PW Lenten Breakfast and Service was held April 12 

• We donate profits from fundraisers and pledges to many missions; over $10,000 

was donated in 2017 

• We have organized the planning and raised funds for the restoration and 

refurbishing of the Parlor which is still in progress 

• An annual end of the year picnic is held in May at a member’s home 
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Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Church of Barrington 

 

Summary of Receipts and Expenses 

for the Year ending June 30, 2017 

 

INCOME: 

 

Pledges         $   3,760.00 

Christmas Benefit Luncheon         12,075.00 

Memorial Receptions – Donations             600.00 

Miscellaneous Donations (Coin & Parlor Renovation)               1,622.00 

Lenten (White) Breakfast              460.00 

  

TOTAL INCOME:        $ 18,517.00 

 

EXPENSES:  

         

Christmas Benefit Luncheon      $   3,249.59 

Memorial Reception Expenses              355.68 

Mission Giving           10,400.00 

Lenten (White) Breakfast              340.22 

Prayer Shawl         35.00 

Staff Gifts                 150.00 

Kitchen                  100.00 

Fee & Charges         56.42  

Discretionary Funds (Parlor)              476.00 

Miscellaneous (Coin & Parlor)           1,622.00 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES:       $  16,784.91 

 

6/30/17 TOTAL ASSETS – CHECKING ACCOUNT:  $    8,154.58 

 

 

 

 



29 

Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Church of Barrington 

 

Mission Giving Report  

May 2017 

 

 

Barrington FISH              $   200  

 Carpentersville FISH       1,000 

 Christopher House       5,000 

 Christopher House – TAPPS         200 

 Christopher House – Family to Family       400 

 Christopher House – Book-a-thon        100 

 Elgin Crisis Center          200 

 Home of the Sparrow          300 

 Center for Changing Lives         500 

 Meals with Wheels          200 

 PCB Hope Fund           500 

 PCB Youth Mission Trip       1,500 

 Samaritan Counseling Center         300 

 

     TOTAL MISSION GIVING:      $10,400 
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Board of Trustees 

The Board had what might be termed a ‘normal’ year in 2017. We administered service 

contracts for building and grounds maintenance and negotiated an improved 

insurance policy. We also recommended to Session enhancements to the ‘Financial 

Policy and Procedures’ document. A Financial Review of our records for calendar 2016 

was conducted with no problems reported. 

Among the more than a dozen maintenance projects approved and overseen by the 

Trustees were a furnace replacement, parking lot seal coating, and the regular steeple 

inspection and maintenance. Our monument sign has been refurbished with funds 

provided anonymously. 

An in-depth assessment of the current scope of the Trustee responsibilities (versus the 

historical role) resulted in a recommendation, approved by Session, to reduce the size 

of the Board from 12 members to six. 

Verizon is the latest telecommunications company to express interest in having a relay 

transmitter installed in our steeple. Significant income could be achieved with a well-

protected agreement. A task force has been assembled and preliminary feasibility looks 

promising but more steps are required before we can make a recommendation to the 

appropriate parties, including Session and the Congregation. 

Respectfully, 

Jack Ellis, President of the Board of Trustees  
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Presbyterian Church of Barrington 
Budget vs. Actual 

 

 

 Jan - Dec 17 Budget 

  
  

Total Income 680,825.99 696,104.00 

  
Expense  

ADMIN & MAINTENANCE 118,546.16 126,862.00 

Adult Ed 99.00 87.00 
CHILDREN & YOUTH 8,085.26 10,726.00 
COMMUNICATIONS 9,104.05 9,053.50 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 5,204.96 6,993.50 
MISSION 23,361.35 27,275.00 
PERSONNEL 473,092.15 490,471.00 
Session/Officer 9,198.74 1,117.00 
Stewardship/Finance 240.61 291.00 

WORSHIP 23,321.19 23,228.00 

Total Expense 670,253.47 696,104.00 

Income   10,572.52   0.00 
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Rev. Dr. Joseph Dorociak 

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff - pastorjoe@pcbarrington.org 

 

Rev. Dr. John L. Schmidt 

Pastor Emeritus 

 

Dana Litwin 

Director of Children’s Ministries - dana@pcbarrington.org 

 

Kirsten Hedegaard 

Director of Music - kirsten@pcbarrington.org 

 

Richard Leasure 

Organist – spitzflote@comcast.net 

 

Patti Fugle 

Business Administrator - patti@pcbarrington.org 

 

Kim Keper 

Website Administrator - kim@pcbarrington.org 

 

Rob Haas 

Building & Grounds Administrator - rob@pcbarrington.org 

 

 

mailto:OfficeAdmin@pcbarrington.org



