
Email from Thrivent about potential travel concerns for El Salvador 
 
 
From: Thrivent Builds Worldwide [mailto:Thrivent@habitat.org]  
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To: Anthony Bianchi 
Cc: abrandt@habitat.org 
Subject: Your TBW trip to El Salvador - Security Update 
 
 
Anthony 
 
You may be aware that the U.S. State Department recently changed its methodology for evaluating 
international travel safety and security risks. Under their new methodology, Guatemala and El Salvador have 
both been classified as “Level 3: Reconsider Travel,” on a scale of 1-4. Per Habitat’s long-standing security 
policy, a Level 3 rating required us to temporarily suspend travel by U.S. volunteer teams to these countries 
while we evaluated the State Department’s new Travel Advisory methodology. 
  
In the days since, Habitat for Humanity International has conducted additional reviews of the situation including: 

1.       Discussion with the U.S. State Department Bureau of Consular Affairs covering El Salvador, 
Guatemala and the Northern Triangle. According to the U.S. State Department, the shift in the 
threat assessment is entirely due to the change in their rating system. There is no new 
development or material change in any monitored travel risks in Guatemala or El Salvador. 
2.       Consultation with Chubb, our insurance company, and reviewed travel recommendations 
from Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom, as well as our own risk management firms. 

  
Except for the changed ratings in the U.S. State Department system, none of the remaining five monitored sites 
recommend against travel to either country. Therefore, Habitat for Humanity will resume sending Thrivent 
Builds Worldwide volunteers to Guatemala and El Salvador beginning March 1st. 
  
We’re excited by this news and glad that our programs in Guatemala and El Salvador can continue to provide 
strength, stability and self-reliance to homeowners through your support. Our security team continues to 
prioritize the safety of our Thrivent Builds Worldwide volunteers and, as always, we’ve taken appropriate 
measures to ensure safe transportation and accommodations and you’ll be accompanied by host staff 
throughout your trip.  
  
Please feel free to share this information with your teammates and other volunteers who inquire. If you have 
any questions about the updated Travel Advisories system and how we’re prioritizing safety for you and your 
team when you travel in October, please let us know. 
  
If you are uncomfortable traveling to a country with a U.S. State Department Level 3 rating, please reach out to 
your Engagement Specialist to discuss alternative available options. 
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