
Why? 
Many might ask why we are going 

down this path.  The reason is simple.  
We have outgrown our facilities at St. 
Elias.  We have too many people for the 
space we have.  This is a wonderful 
problem to have, isn’t it?  And what are 
our options?  We want to keep and 
enhance our historical downtown 
campus which has been a witness for 
Holy Orthodoxy for over 80 years.  At 
the same time, we need to make room 
for our whole community—our whole 
family in Christ.  A second campus is the 
solution that our whole community has 
embraced—and this is a wonderful and 
blessed solution. 

 
Someone might say, “Why should I 

pay to build a church facility for 
someone else?”  In reality, that is exactly 
what the Church has done from the very 
beginning.  Someone else built for us. 
We are here today on someone else's 
labors.  This is what the Church has 
always done: we receive the fullness of 
faith and pass it down to those who will 
come after us.  The Church is bigger than 
any one parish at any one time—the 
Church includes all those who have gone 
before us and all those who will follow. 

 
It is a great blessing to be a founder 

of a new church.  Few get the 
opportunity to do this.  We pray for the 
founders of a church temple at virtually 
every service …for the founders of this holy 
church…).  When we build a new church 
we help insure that the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ will continue to be preached in 
the Greater Austin area.  And we offer a 
place of refuge and worship for those 
who will come after us. 

When? 
When is the best time to plant a tree?  20 

years ago!  When is the second best time to 
plant a tree?  Today! 

We are experiencing tremendous 
growth in Central Texas.  People are 
moving into our area by the hundreds 
each week.  Now is the time to commit 
ourselves to preparing for the harvest the 
Lord will give us.  We offer the next 
generation a great gift, like the founders of 
St. Elias have given all of us.  Now is the 
time to plant trees …and churches! 

 

 
 

Where? 
The Site Selection Committee has 

found and the Parish Council approved a 
7.325 acre site in North Austin.  The land 
is on FM 1325 (Burnet Road) between The 
Waters at Willow Run Apartments at 
15433 FM 1325 • Austin, TX 78728 and the 
Storage Mart at 15601 FM 1325 • Austin, 
TX 78728. 

This site is at the geographical center of 
the members of our community who live 
north of the intersection of US 183 and 
Mopac.  

How? 
When Moses built the Tabernacle in 

the wilderness, he called the people 
together that they might all participate in 
this holy and sacred event. 

 
The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the people of 
Israel, that they take for me an offering; from 
every man whose heart makes him willing you 
shall receive the offering for me.  And this is 
the offering which you shall receive from them: 
gold, silver, and bronze, blue and purple and 
scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, goats’ hair, 
tanned rams’ skins, goatskins, acacia wood, oil 
for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and 
for the fragrant incense, onyx stones, and 
stones for setting, for the ephod and for the 
breastpiece.  And let them make me a 
sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.  
(Exodus 25:1-8) 
 

 
 
The people’s response was nothing less 

than overwhelming—it was a response of 
their love and gratitude to God. 

 
And they came, every one whose heart stirred 
him, and every one whose spirit moved him, 
and brought the Lord’s offering to be used for 
the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and 
for the holy garments.  So they came, both men 
and women; all who were of a willing heart 



brought brooches and earrings and signet 
rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, 
every man dedicating an offering of gold to the 
Lord. … All the men and women, the people of 
Israel, whose heart moved them to bring 
anything for the work which the Lord had 
commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as 
their freewill offering to the Lord. (Exodus 
35:21-22,29) 

 
The Prophet and King David wanted to 

build a temple for the Lord in Jerusalem.  
How could he have a palace when there 
was no place for the Lord? 

 
I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to 
my eyelids, until I find a place for the Lord, a 
dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob. 
(Psalm 133:4-5) 

 
Like David, we are all called upon to 

build up the church and proclaim the 
Gospel.  Our community is committed to 
spreading Orthodoxy in Central Texas—
this is our high calling.  This is the task for 
every Orthodox Christian. 

 

 

How can I help? 
Pray!  Pray that we might do God’s 

will in this endeavor—that all we might 
do will be well pleasing in His sight! 

And pray how you and your family 
will respond to this great opportunity.  We 
will have a capital campaign to raise funds 
for this.  This is a great opportunity to 
show our love to the Lord for all that He 
has done for us. 

 

 
 

Two Campuses: 
One Community in Christ! 

 

Growing Orthodoxy 
in Central Texas: 
Why, When, Where & How 
 

 
 
The community of St. Elias has been 

proclaiming the Gospel in Austin for 
more than 80 years—and continues to 
do so.  This is manifest in the 
tremendous growth of our parish.  
People are moving into Austin, new 
babies are being born, and people are 
newly discovering the good news of 
Christ in the Orthodox Church.  We 
must accommodate this growth by 
adding room for the great harvest the 
Lord has given. 

 
For the past two years, we have been 

working towards growing Orthodoxy in 
Central Texas by establishing a North 
Campus for St. Elias Orthodox Church.  
And in the future, we hope to establish 
additional campuses (churches) in 
various parts of the Greater Austin area. 

 


