
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2018 
Sunday of Orthodoxy 

First Sunday of Lent 
Tarasios, archbishop of Constantinople; Hieromartyrs Reginos, bishop of 
Skopelos, and Markellos, bishop of Apamea in Syria; Martyr Alexander 

of Markianopolis. 

Tone 5 Eothinon 5 

//   

SAINT ELIAS 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

408 E. 11TH STREET  • AUSTIN, TX  78701 
(512) 476-2314 

www.sainteliaschurch.org 
 

WELCOME…to all our visitors worshipping with us! 
Please be sure to sign the Guest Book or fill out a Visitor’s Card and drop 
it in the collection plate (or give it to a greeter).  Please be our guest 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments after the 
service this morning.  We look forward to meeting you and welcoming 
you personally to Saint Elias. 

We’re glad you’re here! 
    



 

ST ELIAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 
METROPOLITAN JOSEPH, PRIMATE BISHOP BASIL, BISHOP OF WICHITA 
 

Parish Office: 
The Parish Office is located at: 
12731 Research Blvd, Ste. A110 
Austin, TX 78759 
 

Church Office Phone: (512) 476-2314 
Church Hall Phone:  (512) 476-2316 
Office Hours: 
Tuesday–Friday 10:00 AM–4:00 PM 
 
Church & Clergy email addresses: 
Office: office@sainteliaschurch.org 
Very Rev. Fr. David Barr, Pastor 
 frdavidbarr@gmail.com 
Rev. Fr. Raphael Daly, Assistant Pastor 
 synaxis@gmail.com 
Very Rev. Fr. Traian Buican 
 tbuican@yahoo.com 
Reverend Archdeacon Niketas Sanders 
 niketas@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Gregory Farman 
 gregfarman@gmail.com 
Reverend Deacon Elisha Long 
 rlongsummer@gmail.com 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Officers: 
Mark Cherry, Chairman 
Philip Gunter, Vice Chairman 
Adam Wall, Treasurer 
Imad Zaccak, Secretary 
 

Members: 
Nesreen Khoury 
Dn. Elisha Long  
David Jabour 
James Mercier 
Michael Friends 
Alexandre Rourk 
Sam Ibrahim 
 

Organizational Representatives: 
Choir:  Bill Attal 
Church School: Dn. Elisha Long 
OYA:  Adam Wall 
Ladies Guild:  Danielle Wolf 
 

Check out our parish website: 
www.sainteliaschurch.org  
 
Sacraments: Baptism, 
Matrimony, Adult Initiation 
Contact the Church Office and 
set up an appointment with the 
Pastor to discuss the arrange-
ments for these sacraments. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office with 
names of the sick and hos-
pitalized of the parish so they 
can receive proper pastoral care. 
 

Offering the Holy Bread 
Sign up to offer Holy Bread by 
calling the Church Office.  
 

Become a Member of St. Elias 
We would love to have you be a 
part of our community!  Please 
talk to the Pastor or call the 
Church Office to get an 
information packet on becoming 
a member of the parish.  
 

Times for Confession: 
Confessions are heard before 
Vespers on Saturday evenings, and 
by appoint-ment during the week.  
One of the priests will be available 
in the church starting at 5:00 PM 
prior to Vespers.  You may also call 
the church office or email one of the 
priests to set up an appointment for 
confession.  To indicate your desire 
to go to Confession, come to the 
front right pew and wait for the 
priest….  
 



 

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 
8:30 AM Liturgy:  Congregational Singing 
We will be using the blue-covered Congregational Liturgy books found in the pews this 
morning for the 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy.  Check the Early Liturgy supplement for music 
for the Troparia of the day. 

10:30 AM Liturgy:  St. Elias Choir 
The Divine Liturgy may be found in the white Visitor’s Liturgy books.  When we reach the 
point in the service for Antiphons and hymns, the ones for today's service are listed below 
and on the next page. 

1st Antiphon  
The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Who shall tell of the mighty acts of the Lord? Who shall make all His praises to 
be heard? 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
So let them say that have been redeemed by the Lord, whom He hath redeemed 
from the hand of the enemy. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Glory… both now… 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

2nd Antiphon   
Let them give thanks unto the Lord for His mercies, and for His wondrous works 
for the sons of men. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: 

Alleluia! 
Let them exalt Him in the assembly of the people, and in the seat of the elders let 
them praise Him. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead… 
The eyes of the Lord are upon them that fear Him, upon them that hope in His 

mercy. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead… 
To hear the groaning of them that be in fetters, to loose the sons of the slain. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead… 
Glory … both now…. 
 and “Only-begotten Son…”  
 
 



 

3rd Antiphon 
Let the heavens and earth praise Him. 
 We venerate Thy holy icon, loving Lord, asking Thee to pardon our 

transgressions, Christ our God. For Thou of Thine own will wast 
pleased in the flesh to ascend upon the Cross, so to deliver from the 
bondage of the enemy those whom Thou hast fashioned. Therefore in 
thanksgiving we cry aloud to Thee: "Thou hast filled all things with 
joy, our Savior, when Thou hast come to save the world". 

This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. 
 We venerate Thy holy icon, loving Lord…. 
I will confess Thee among the peoples, O Lord. 
 We venerate Thy holy icon, loving Lord…. 

The Daily Hymns 
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5)  

et us the faithful praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with 
the Father and the Spirit, born of a Virgin for our salvation; for 

he took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh, to endure 
death, and to raise the dead by his glorious resurrection. 

Troparion of the First Sunday of Lent (Tone 2)  
e venerate Thy holy icon, loving Lord, asking Thee to 
pardon our transgressions, Christ our God. For Thou of 

Thine own will wast pleased in the flesh to ascend upon the Cross, 
so to deliver from the bondage of the enemy those whom Thou 
hast fashioned. Therefore in thanksgiving we cry aloud to Thee: 
"Thou hast filled all things with joy, our Savior, when Thou hast 
come to save the world". 

Troparion of the Prophet Elias (Tone 4) 
he incarnate Angel and the Prophets summit and boast, the 
forerunner of the second coming of Christ our God, Elias the 

glorious, from above sent down his grace upon Elisha; he doth 
cast out sickness and doth also cleanse lepers; and unto all that 
honour him, he poureth forth streams of cures. 

Kontakion for Great Lent (Tone 8): 
o thee the Champion Leader do I offer thanks of victory, O 
Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from terror; but as 

thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can 
set me free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that 
I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without bridegroom. 
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The Lectionary 
The Prokeimenon in Tone 8 (Canticle of the Fathers): 
 Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers and praised and 
glorified is Thy Name forever! 
 For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us! 
The Reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Hebrews (11:24-26,32-40) 

rethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called 
the son of Pharoah's daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment 

with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. And 
what more shall I say?  For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 
foreign enemies to flight.  Women received their dead by resurrection.  
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise 
again to a better life.  Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even 
chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 
they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated, of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves 
of the earth. And in all these, though well attested by their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better 
for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

Alleluia Verses in Tone 4 (from Psalms 99:6; 34:17) 
 Moses and Aaron among His priests, and Samuel among them that 
call upon His Name. 
 They called upon the Lord, and He hearkened unto them. 
The Holy Gospel — St. John 1:43-51 

t that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  And he found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.”  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 

of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, “We 
have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.”  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”  Nathanael said to Jesus, “How 
do you know me?”  Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”  Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!”  Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do 
you believe?  You shall see greater things than these.”  And Jesus said 
to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.” 
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Sermon: Father Raphael Daly 

 
Procession with Icons on the Sunday of Orthodoxy 

After the Prayer behind the Ambon, the children, holding their icons, will join 
the clergy for the procession with the Icons on the Sunday of Orthodoxy. 
During the procession, the following is chanted by the choir or the chanters: 

“Holy God, Holy Might, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us”  
When the priest reaches the Solea, the Apolytikion  is chanted once. 
 
Apolytikion of the Feast in Tone 2 

e venerate Thine immaculate icon, O Good One, asking the 
forgiveness of our failings, O Christ our God; for of Thine own 

will Thou wast well-pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, that Thou 
mightest deliver from slavery to the enemy those whom Thou hadst 
fashioned.  Wherefore, we cry to Thee thankfully:  Thou didst fill all 
things with joy, O our Savior, when Thou camest to save the world. With 
its 4 accompanying staseis. 

Then the priest recites in a loud voice the excerpt from the ‘Synodikon’ 
(Confession of Faith) of the Seventh Ecumenical Council, as follows: 

As the Prophets beheld, as the Apostles have taught, as the Church has 
received, as the Teachers have dogmatized, as the Universe has agreed, as 
Grace has shown forth, as Truth has revealed, as falsehood has been 
dissolved, as Wisdom has presented, as Christ awarded: thus we declare, 
thus we assert, thus we preach Christ our true God, and honor his Saints 
in words, in writings, in thoughts, in sacrifices, in churches, in Holy Icons; 
on the one hand worshipping and reverencing Christ as God and Master; 
and on the other hand honoring as true servants of the same Lord of all, 
and accordingly offering them veneration. 
 
[LOUDER] This is the Faith of the Apostles; this is the Faith of the Fathers; 
this is the Faith of the Orthodox; this is the Faith which has established the 
Universe. 
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Today’s Commemorations 
Prayers are requested for those on the St. Elias Prayer List: Nader Jaber, 

Sh. Laura Sanders, Martha Dent, Adele Homsieh, as well as Tereza, 
Emily, Yekaterina, and Mother Eisothia. 

Please also remember our catechumens:  David Ballard; Jacob 
Benevides; Rachel Esler; Zach Flaten; Robbye Kirkpatrick-Schroeder; 
Luke Kubena; Nicholas Lynch; Geoffrey Miller; Scott, Melody, Jason 
and Michaela Schroeder; Raul, Ali, and Simon Scully; Joseph Snyder; 
Josh Stemper; Samuel Yang; Joseph Clint; and Wilson Whitener. 

Prayers are requested by Bishop BASIL for Metropolitan Paul of Aleppo, 
Syria, and the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop Youhanna (John), also 
from Aleppo, Metropolitan Saba and the clergy and people of our 
sister diocese of Bosra-Hauran, Deacon Aidan Asthon, Marie 
Dunaway-Bell, Khouriya Elizabeth Bethoney, Asher Bourqin, Father 
Daniel Griffith, Father Michael and Khouriya Angelina Keiser, Father 
Basil McMurray, Father John & Khouriya Cheryl Morris, Archdeacon 
George and Shamassy Linda Palmer, Father Stephen and Khouriya 
Joan Walinski, and Khouriya Jody Williams. 

Departed remembered from the Parish Dyptichs:  for the repose of Sophie 
Ducas (†3/1/2010), Ed A. Towell (†3/2/1956), and Bertha John 
Balagia (†3/3/1966).  These names come from the parish dyptichs—
the record of those who have been buried from St. Elias.  May their 
memory be eternal! 

At the Divine Liturgy during the Great Entrance, we normally commemorate only Orthodox 
Christians by name among the living and departed since this is the Church praying for the Church.  
Non-Orthodox are remembered liturgically in prayers at Vespers and other intercessory services of 
the Church. 

On Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church: 
Only Orthodox Christians who are prepared through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
sacramental confession should approach the Chalice for the Eucharist.  The 
Orthodox Church does not practice “open communion” and has no 
intercommunion with other churches (non-Orthodox).  If you have any questions 
concerning this, please talk to one of the priests before taking communion. 

And Remember… 
…to receive Holy Communion, one should be present at the Divine Liturgy no 
later than the time for the Epistle and Gospel readings.  We feed both our minds 
and our hearts as part of the Orthodox Christian life.  To feast on the Lord without 
listening to his words is disrespectful. 

 
Prayers for the Anaphora for the Liturgy of St. Basil… 
…will be found on page 134 and following in the red service book or in 
the Visitor’s Liturgy Book in the pews. 
 
Instead of “It is truly meet…” 
 In thee rejoiceth, O full of grace… (p. 139) 



 

 

Announcements for Sunday, February 25 
Our Greeters this morning are… 
… Barbara and Maury Miller (8:30) and Joe Namee (10:30). Thank you for 
this important ministry of hospitality. 
…Next week's greeters are Julia Bechara (8:30) and Travis Barnes (10:30).  
Thank you for this important ministry of hospitality. 

Lenten Services This Week: 
Wednesday at 6:30 PM — Presanctified Liturgy 

Every Wednesday evening during Great Lent we celebrate the 
Presanctified Liturgy.  These Liturgies will begin at 6:30 PM 
this year and as usual, will have a Lenten pot luck dinner after 
each service. 

Friday at 7:00 PM — Akathist to the Mother of God 
During the first five weeks of Great Lent, we will have the 
Akathist (Madayeh) Service (Supplications to the Theotokos) 
on Friday nights. 

 
Great Lent is Here! 

here is a Guide to Fasting and Abstinence in the Orthodox Church in 
the pamphlet rack in the Narthex of the Church.  This is an aid for you 

in your preparation for the Great Fast.  If you have any questions on 
fasting or how to keep the fast in your home, please talk to Father David. 
 
Lenten Coffee Hour & Lenten Pot Luck Dinners 

uring the Great Fast, all food offered at the Church must meet 
Orthodox fasting regulations.  That means no meat, fish, or dairy in 

foods on any day of the week and no oil or wine at Wednesday Pot Lucks.  
We want to be sure that whatever we serve at the Church during Great 
Lent doesn’t scandalize anyone or cause any confusion in our community 
(see Rom. 13:11-14:14).  Thanks for your help. 
 

Coffee Hour Schedule 
 
 February 4: A-C 
 February 11: D-I (Meatfare) 
 February 18: J-Q (Cheesefare) 
 February 25: R-Z* 
Mark your calendars for your week and participate in this ministry of fellowship 

in our parish.  And remember, help clean up afterwards on your Sunday 
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February Sunday School Schedule 
 

 
February 25 Class: The Crucifixion 
March 4 Class: The Resurrection 
March 11 Class The Road to Emmaus 
March 18 Class: The Great Commission 

 
Book Store News 

 
Check out our parish book and gift store for wonderful reading material 
for kids and adults alike. Look for new items coming soon as we welcome 
Lent!  
First service volunteer: Emily Poole 
Second service volunteer:  
 We need volunteers for the second service; if you can help please contact 
the church office.. 
 

2018 DOWAMA Parish Life Conference 
Santa Fe, NM • June 13-16th • Eldorado Hotel & Spa 
Holy Trinity in Santa Fe is this year’s host of the PLC 2018! To learn more 
go to www.SantaFePLC.org   
 
Pascha Clothes for Annunciation Maternity Home 
Mothers & Children 

lease help the 22 women (and their children) who are living at the 
Annunciation Maternity Home. We are once again committing to 

provide them with new clothes for Easter/Pascha! Starting this Sunday, 
an Easter Egg Tree is displayed in the Parish Hall. If you can help provide 
a new outfit for a mother and her baby, please take an egg and return the 
requested clothes by March 25--Annunciation. This week we are 
providing 11 Eggs for the first service and 11 for the second. This year, the 
task has been simplified. We are asked to provide each woman with only 
a t-shirt dress, a matching cardigan, and a long necklace. The sizes are on 
the "Egg." Pictures of the kinds of requested clothes are displayed around 
the tree. Baby clothes are identified by boy/girl and clothes size.  
WHEN YOU TAKE AN EGG: please fill out a paper egg (on the table) 
with your name and a way to contact you. Then, place your paper egg 
back on the tree so that we know who has committed to this--and so that 
the tree still looks festive. If you have questions, please contact Sh. Geri 
Farman (gerifarman20@gmail.com) 
 
Adult Catechesis 

oday following the 8:30 Divine Liturgy Fr. Daniel will discuss St. 
John’s Ladder of Diving Ascent. 
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All welcome. 

Scholarship Funds—Time to Apply! 
The Arthur and Theodore Jabour Scholarship  

St. Elias has set up a scholarship fund in the names of Arthur and 
Theodore Jabour available for Orthodox high school seniors and 
college students in Central Texas.  For more information on this 
scholarship, download the application at 
www.sainteliaschurch.org/announce  or call the Church Office.  The 
deadline for this Scholarship is May 15. 

 
The Rabab Sayegh Scholarship  

St. Elias has set up a scholarship fund in the name of Rabab Sayegh 
available for Orthodox high school seniors and college students in 
Central Texas.  For more information on this scholarship, download 
the application at www.sainteliaschurch.org/announce  or call the 
Church Office.  The deadline for this Scholarship is May 15. 

 
The Francis Maria Scholarship  

The Francis Maria Scholarship is available for Orthodox high school 
seniors and college students in the US and Canada.  For more 
information on this and other scholarships, go to 
www.antiochian.org/scholarships .  The deadline for this scholarship 
is May 15. 

 
The Harry and Florence Kouri Scholarship  

The Harry and Florence Kouri Scholarship is available for a 2017 
DOWAMA Graduating High School Senior. For more information on 
this and other scholarships, go to www.antiochian.org/scholarships. 
The deadline for this scholarship is April 28. 

 
Did You Know? 
Why do we use prostrations during Lent?  Lent is a time of repentance, 
fasting, and prayer. Prostrations (complete kneeling bows) are a sign of 
repentance, obedience and humility and are used throughout the Lenten 
journey.  Full prostrations are not used during Sunday services or 
Pascha.  How do you make a prostration?  Fall to your knees, touch your 
forehead to the ground, and then stand erect and seal yourself with the 
sign of the cross. 
 
Sign up to bake Holy Bread! 

ould you like to sign up for Holy Bread?  We are always in need of 
bread and have limited freezer space for storing it.  Email Fr. David 

and let him know you would like to offer Holy Bread.  We need 6-7 loaves 
each Sunday.  
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
 

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238 
(201) 871-1355 T    Archdiocese@antiochian.org    (201) 871-7954 F 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

February 25, 2018 
 

To Be Read from the Pulpit and Printed in the Bulletin 
 

Reverend Fathers, Esteemed Members of the Parish Council, and Beloved Faithful: 
 

Greetings and blessings to you in the Name of Our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

I pray that all of you have been granted by God a good start to the Lenten journey over the 
course of the past week, and that He will continue to strengthen you with His Grace for coming 
weeks! 

During our annual commemoration of the Sunday of Orthodoxy, we ask each parish to 
contribute towards the education and formation of our young men studying for the holy 
priesthood. As we celebrate today what is called the Triumph of Orthodoxy, we should be 
reminded that we have been given a precious inheritance – the “faith once and for all delivered 
to the saints” – through the struggles of our martyrs and ascetics, the devotion of our parents 
and grandparents, and the divinely enlightened erudition of the Fathers. We, therefore, have a 
sacred responsibility to ensure the passing down the “precious pearl” of Holy Orthodoxy to 
future generations as we have received it.  

The young men who have answered the call to serve in the ranks of our clergy, as well as their 
wives and families, have sacrificially offered themselves to the Church to love and to serve Her 
people and to work for the preservation of the Faith we celebrate today. I ask for all of our 
faithful, Christ-loving flock to generously donate towards the support of the seminarians and 
their families. This is a sacred responsibility for all of us to share as they as their families will be 
sharing their lives and their love with us. 

Wishing all of you a grace-filled and salvific journey to the Passion and Resurrection of our 
Lord, I remain, 

Your Father in Christ, 

 
+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of 

All North America 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at St. Elias 
 
 
 
 Wednesday, February 28   6:30 PM — Presanctified Liturgy  
 Friday, March 2   7:00 PM — Akathist to the Theotokos 
     
 
 Saturday, March 3   5:45 PM — 9th Hour 
    6:00 PM — Vespers 
 Sunday, March 4 Sunday of Gregory Palamas 
    8:10 AM — 3rd & 6th Hours 
    8:30 AM — Divine Liturgy  
  10:30 AM — Divine Liturgy  
 
 


