
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2018 
Synaxis of the Honorable, Glorious Prophet, Forerunner 

& Baptist John 
Julian the deacon; Hieromartyr Romanos; Newmartyr Athanasios of 

Attalia; Venerable Brannock of Braunton. 

Tone 6 Eothinon 9 
 

//   

SAINT ELIAS 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

408 E. 11TH STREET  • AUSTIN, TX  78701 
(512) 476-2314 

www.sainteliaschurch.org 
 

WELCOME…to all our visitors worshipping with us! 
Please be sure to sign the Guest Book or fill out a Visitor’s Card and drop 
it in the collection plate (or give it to a greeter).  Please be our guest 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments after the 
service this morning.  We look forward to meeting you and welcoming 
you personally to Saint Elias. 

We’re glad you’re here! 
    



 

ST ELIAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 
METROPOLITAN JOSEPH, PRIMATE BISHOP BASIL, BISHOP OF WICHITA 
 

Parish Office: 
The Parish Office is located at: 
12731 Research Blvd, Ste. A110 
Austin, TX 78759 
 

Church Office Phone: (512) 476-2314 
Church Hall Phone:  (512) 476-2316 
Office Hours: 
Tuesday–Friday 10:00 AM–4:00 PM 
 
Church & Clergy email addresses: 
Office: office@sainteliaschurch.org 
Very Rev. Fr. David Barr, Pastor 
 frdavidbarr@gmail.com 
Rev. Fr. Raphael Daly, Assistant Pastor 
 synaxis@gmail.com 
Very Rev. Fr. Traian Buican 
 tbuican@yahoo.com 
Reverend Archdeacon Niketas Sanders 
 niketas@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Gregory Farman 
 gregfarman@gmail.com 
Reverend Deacon Elisha Long 
 rlongsummer@gmail.com 
 

Parish Council: 
 

Officers: 
Mark Cherry, Chairman 
Philip Gunter, Vice Chairman 
Adam Wall, Treasurer 
Imad Zaccak, Secretary 
 

Members: 
Nesreen Khoury 
Dn. Elisha Long  
David Jabour 
James Mercier 
Michael Friends 
Alexandre Rourk 
Sam Ibrahim 
 

Organizational Representatives: 
Choir:  Bill Attal 
Church School: Dn. Elisha Long 
OYA:  Adam Wall 
Ladies Guild:  Danielle Wolf 
 

Check out our parish website: 
www.sainteliaschurch.org  
 
Sacraments: Baptism, 
Matrimony, Adult Initiation 
Contact the Church Office and 
set up an appointment with the 
Pastor to discuss the arrange-
ments for these sacraments. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office with 
names of the sick and hos-
pitalized of the parish so they 
can receive proper pastoral care. 
 

Offering the Holy Bread 
Sign up to offer Holy Bread by 
calling the Church Office.  
 

Become a Member of St. Elias 
We would love to have you be a 
part of our community!  Please 
talk to the Pastor or call the 
Church Office to get an 
information packet on becoming 
a member of the parish.  
 

Times for Confession: 
Confessions are heard before 
Vespers on Saturday evenings, and 
by appoint-ment during the week.  
One of the priests will be available 
in the church starting at 5:00 PM 
prior to Vespers.  You may also call 
the church office or email one of the 
priests to set up an appointment for 
confession.  To indicate your desire 
to go to Confession, come to the 
front right pew and wait for the 
priest….  
 



 

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
8:30 AM Liturgy:  Congregational Singing 

We will be using the blue-covered Congregational Liturgy books found in the pews 
this morning for the 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy.  Check the Early Liturgy supplement 
for music for the Troparia of the day. 

10:30 AM Liturgy:  St. Elias Choir 
The Divine Liturgy may be found in the white Visitor’s Liturgy books.  When we 
reach the point in the service for Antiphons and hymns, the ones for today's service 
are listed below and on the next page. 

1st Antiphon (from Psalms 114)  
When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of 
strange language. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His dominion. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
The sea looked and fled, Jordan turned back. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
What ails you, O sea, that you flee?  O Jordan, that you turn back? 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  now and ever 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
2nd Antiphon (from Psalm 116)  
I love the Lord because he has heard the voice of my supplication. 
 O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing 
to Thee:  Alleluia! 
Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 
 O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing 
to Thee:  Alleluia! 
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of hell laid hold on me.  I 
suffered distress and anguish, then I called upon the name of the Lord. 
 O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing 
to Thee:  Alleluia! 
Gracious and righteous is the Lord, and our God is merciful. 
 O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing 
to Thee:  Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit now and ever, and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 and “Only-begotten Son…”  

 
 



 

3rd Antiphon (from Psalm 118)  
O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endureth forever! 

When thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the 
 
 Jordan, worship of the Trinity was made manifest!  For the voice of 
the Father bore witness to thee, calling thee His Beloved Son!  And the 
Spirit, in the likeness of a dove, confirmed the truth of His Word.  O 
Christ our God, who hath appeared and enlightened the world: Glory 
to thee! 

Let the house of Israel say, for He is good, for His mercy endureth forever! 
When thou, O Lord, … 

Let the house of Aaron now say, for He is good, for His mercy endureth 
forever! 

When thou, O Lord, … 
Let all those who fear the Lord say, for He is good, for His mercy endureth 
forever! 

When thou, O Lord, … 
 

Entrance Hymn: 
ome, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  Save us, O Son of 
God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 
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The Daily Hymns 
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 6)  

hen Mary stood at thy grave, looking for thy sacred body, 
angelic powers shone above thy revered tomb, and the 

soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men.  Thou led 
hades captive and wast not tried thereby.  Thou didst meet the 
Virgin and didst give life to the world; O thou who art risen from 
the dead, O Lord, glory to thee! 

Troparion of Epiphany (Tone 1) 
hen thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of 
the Trinity was made manifest!  For the voice of the Father 

bore witness to thee, calling thee His Beloved Son!  And the Spirit, 
in the likeness of a dove, confirmed the truth of His Word.  O 
Christ our God, who hath appeared and enlightened the world: 
Glory to thee! 

Troparion of the Forerunner and Baptist John (Tone 2) 
he memory of the righteous is celebrated in songs of praise, 
but the testimony of the Lord is sufficient for thee, O 

Forerunner.  Thou wast shown indeed to be the most honorable 
of the prophets, for in the waters thou didst baptized Him who 
had been proclaimed.  After suffering in behalf of the truth, thou 
didst proclaim even unto those in Hades the God who appeared 
in the flesh who taketh away the sin of the world and granteth us 
great mercy. 

Troparion of the Prophet Elias (Tone 4) 
he incarnate Angel and the Prophets’ summit and boast, the 
forerunner of the second coming of Christ our God, Elias the 

glorious, from above sent down his grace upon Elisha; he doth 
cast out sickness and doth also cleanse lepers; and unto all that 
honour him, he poureth forth streams of cures. 

Kontakion of Epiphany (Tone 4) 
hou hast appeared today to the inhabited earth, and thy light, 
O Lord, hath been signed upon us, who praise thee with 

knowledge, saying:  Thou hast come and appeared, O 
unapproachable Light. 

Anti-Trisagion Hymn 
The following hymn replaces the Trisagion Hymn today. 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 

(3 times) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now 

and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
Have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 
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Lectionary 
Prokeimenon in Tone 7 (Psalm 63)  

The righteous shall be glad in the Lord, and shall hope in Him. 
Hear my voice, O God, when I pray unto Thee: deliver my soul from 

fear of the enemy. 

The Reading  is from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (19:1-8) 
n those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the 
upper country and came to Ephesus.  There he found some disciples.  

And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?”  And they said, “No, we have never even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.”  And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”  They 
said, “Into John’s baptism.”  And Paul said, “John baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 
come after him, that is, Jesus.”  On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, 
the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied.  There were about twelve of them in all. 
 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, 
arguing and pleading about the kingdom of God. 
 
Alleluia Verses in Tone 5  (Psalm 96) 

Light hath shone forth upon the righteous: and gladness for the 
upright in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous: and give thanks at the remembrance 
of His holiness. 
 
The Holy Gospel — St. John (1:29-34) 

t that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is he of 

whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, for he was 
before me.’  I myself did not know him; but for this I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”  And John bore witness, “I saw 
the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on him.  I 
myself did not know him; but he who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  And I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.” 
 

Sermon: Father David Barr 
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Today’s Commemorations 
Holy Bread is offered for 46 years of marriage and many blessings by 

Dn. Gregory and Sh. Priscilla 
Holy Bread is offered by Dmitri Selivanov and family. 
Prayers are requested for those on the St. Elias Prayer List: Nader Jaber, 

Jordanka Nikolova (Tatiana Nikolova-Houston's mother), Martha 
Dent, Adele Homsieh, Ruth Swaty, Calvin Wilson, Teresa Shannon, 
as well as Tereza, Emily, Yekaterina, and Mother Eisothia. 

Please also remember our catechumens:  David Ballard; Jacob 
Benevides; Trafton and Rachel Esler; Zach Flaten; Robbye 
Kirkpatrick-Schroeder; Luke Kubena; Nicholas Lynch; Geoffrey 
Miller; Scott, Melody, Jason and Michaela Schroeder; Raul, Ali, and 
Simon Scully; Joseph Snyder; Josh Stemper; and Samuel Yang. 

Prayers are requested by Bishop BASIL for Metropolitan Paul of Aleppo, 
Syria, and the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop Youhanna (John), also 
from Aleppo, Metropolitan Saba and the clergy and people of our 
sister diocese of Bosra-Hauran, Marie Dunaway-Bell, Khouriya 
Elizabeth Bethoney, Asher Bourqin, Father Daniel Griffith, Father 
Michael and Khouriya Angelina Keiser, Father Joseph Longofono 
Father Basil McMurray, Father John & Khouriya Cheryl Morris, 
Archdeacon George and Shamassy Linda Palmer, Sohpia Cook-
Seehausen, Freddie Thibodeaux, Father Stephen and Khouriya Joan 
Walinski, and Khouriya Jody Williams. 

Departed remembered from the Parish Dyptichs:  for the repose of Tina 
Louise Khoury (†1/7/1973), Vasilios Ioannis Psaloudis (†1/8/1987), 
and George Johns (†1/11/1905).  These names come from the parish 
dyptichs—the record of those who have been buried from St. Elias.  
May their memory be eternal. 

At the Divine Liturgy during the Great Entrance, we normally commemorate only Orthodox 
Christians by name among the living and departed since this is the Church praying for the Church.  
Non-Orthodox are remembered liturgically in prayers at Vespers and other intercessory services of 
the Church.  

On Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church: 
Only Orthodox Christians who are prepared through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
sacramental confession should approach the Chalice for the Eucharist.  The 
Orthodox Church does not practice “open communion” and has no 
intercommunion with other churches (non-Orthodox).  If you have any questions 
concerning this, please talk to one of the priests before taking communion. 

And Remember… 
…to receive Holy Communion, one should be present at the Divine Liturgy no 
later than the time for the Epistle and Gospel readings.  We feed both our minds 
and our hearts as part of the Orthodox Christian life.  To feast on the Lord without 
listening to his words is disrespectful. 

 



 

Megalynarion of Theophany (instead of It is truly meet) 
oday the Master bows his head beneath the hand of the Forerunner. O 
most pure Bride, O blessed Mother, the wonders of thy birthgiving 

pass all understanding.  Through thee we have obtained salvation in all 
things, and, as is meet and right, we rejoice before thee our Benefactor, 
bearing as a gift a song of thanksgiving. 
 
Communion Hymn 
Refrain: The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not 
fear evil tidings. 
Verse 1: His heart is ready to hope in the Lord; his heart is established. 
Verse 2: He shall not be afraid, until he looks down upon his enemies. 
Verse 3: He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor, his righteousness 
abideth unto ages of ages; his horn shall be exalted with glory. 
 
Instead of “We have seen the true light…”: 

The Troparion of Epiphany (Tone 1) — see above for text 
 

Announcements for Sunday, January 7 
 
Our Greeters this morning are… 
… Sh. Nina Long (8:30) and James Mercier (10:30).  Thank you for this 
important ministry of hospitality. 
…Next week's greeters are Mark Cherry (8:30) and Imad Zaccak (10:30).  
Thank you for this important ministry of hospitality. 

Coffee Hour Schedule 
 
 January 7: A-C 
 January 14: D-I 
 January 21: J-Q 
 January 28: R-Z 
Mark your calendars for your week and participate in this ministry of fellowship 

in our parish.  And remember, help clean up afterwards on your Sunday 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

oday we wish to acknowledge all those who have birthdays or 
anniversaries during the month of January. Many years! 

 
Theophany Holy Water  

ater blessed on Theophany will be available for the month of 
January (or until we run out). 
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Annual Meeting:  January 21, 2018 
he Annual General Meeting of St. Elias will take place on Sunday, 
January 21, 2018 after one Liturgy that day at 9:30 AM.  To be a Voting 

Member of St. Elias, one must be 18 years of age or over, a baptized and/or 
chrismated member of the Orthodox Church, a Steward of St. Elias by 
having submitted a Stewardship pledge for 2018 and fulfilled a 2017 
pledge, a communicant in good standing in the Church, having been to a 
sacramental confession to one of the parish priests at least once during 
2017 and having received holy communion at least once in 2017. 
 
Parish Council Nominations 

ach year, we elect two members to the parish council at our annual 
meeting in January.  We encourage every parishioner who is interested 

in serving on the parish council to speak with a member of the 
Nominating Committee—Anthony Gehrels, Phillip Gunter, Barbara 
Miller, Julia Bechara and Father David Barr.  Serving on the parish council 
is a great way of offering your time and talents to the Church, as well as 
helping to provide leadership and guidance for our parish.  To serve on 
the Parish Council, a candidate must be eighteen (18) years of age or over, 
have been a Voting Member of the parish for a period of at least one year, 
and be in good standing in the Church (as described above).  Please note: 
all Candidates' names for Parish Council must be submitted prior to 
January 10 to be considered for eligibility (including "nominations from 
the floor") so that they can be properly vetted for eligibility. 
 

January Sunday School Schedule 
 

 
January   7 Class: Transfiguration 
January   14 Class: Parable of the Good Samaritan 
January   21 Class: The Greatest in the Kingdom 
January   28 The Raising of Lazarus 

 
Book Store News 

Check out our parish book and gift store for wonderful reading material 
and gifts. We need volunteers to work in the bookstore.  Contact the 
church office if you can help. 
Today’s volunteer: Gil Starkey and Elaine Schele 
 

Sign up to bake Holy Bread! 
ould you like to sign up for Holy Bread?  We are always in need of 
bread and have limited freezer space for storing it.  Email Fr. David 

and let him know you would like to offer Holy Bread.  We need 6-7 loaves 
each Sunday. 
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3rd Annual Women's Retreat 
 Save the date!  February 23-24, 2017.  Details will be coming soon. 

Building an Orthodox Marriage 
Looking at the Orthodox Tradition on Marriage 
The class will take place on Wednesday evenings, January 17, 24, & 31 at 
7:30 PM in the Church Library. 
Based on the Text:  Building an Orthodox Marriage: A Practical Commentary 
on the Eastern Orthodox Marriage Rite by Bishop John Abdalah and Nicholas 
G. Mamey 
 
 

  

Catechism Classes • 2017/2018 
 

Saturday Afternoons before Great Vespers 
 
Each year, St. Elias holds a series of Catechism Classes.  These classes are 
geared for all those interested in learning more about the Orthodox Church, 
for those interested in becoming Orthodox, and for our own members who 
may never have gone through a series of catechism classes.  The classes will be 
held on Saturday afternoons in the Parish Library, starting on September 9 at 
4:00 PM (before Great Vespers—come to the class, stay for Vespers!). 
 

Session Date* Topic** 

 1 9/9 Sources of Doctrine  

 2 9/23 Nicene Creed - Part I  
   I believe in One God… 

 3 10/7 Nicene Creed - Part II  
   Who is Jesus Christ? 

 4 10/21 Nicene Creed – Part III 
   The Holy Trinity 

 5 11/4 An Orthodox Approach to the Bible 

 6 11/18 Mariology and Hagiology  

 7 12/2 Sacraments & Worship 

 8 12/16 Theology in Iconography 

 9 1/13 Spirituality and Prayer 

 10 1/27 Preparing to Receive the Mysteries 
   Confession and Entrance into the Church 

*Dates are subject to change.   **Topics may be adjusted as needed for the specific class. 

This class would also be great for anyone (teens, young adults, adults, etc.) 
who would like to learn more about the Orthodox Church and its beliefs. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at St. Elias 
 
 
 Saturday, January 13   5:45 AM — 9th Hour 
    6:00 AM — Vespers 
 Sunday, January 14 Sunday after Theophany 
    8:10 AM — 3rd & 6th Hour 
    8:30 AM — Divine Liturgy 
  10:30 AM — Divine Liturgy 
 

 
 

Camp Saint Raphael 2018 
 
Registration opens February 1 
Session I (June 24th-30th) [St. Elias normally goes 1st session] 
Session II (July 1st-7th) 
Session III (July 8th-14th) 
 
Staff & CIT applications will be posted online January 1st (both are due 
back by February 15th for selection).  Camper applications will be 
available February 1st and accepted on a first come first serve basis. To 
access applications, go to www.campstraphael.org  Questions? Contact 
CSR's Executive Director GAYLE MALONE gayle@campstraphael.org 
 

 
 


