
 

 

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 

Rev. Fr. Joshua Makoul, Dean 
3400 Dawson Street * Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

Office: 412. 681.2988 • Fr. Joshua: 412.721.5828 • Fx: 412.681.3254 

The 

April  / May 2018 Volume: 16 Issue: 10 

The 
CATHEDRAL 
MESSENGER 



Raising our Children to Know and Recognize  

the Love and Presence of God  
By Father Joshua Makoul 

Did we know that as parents we have an awesome role to play in helping our children 

know and believe in the unconditional love of God? Hopefully all or at least most of us 

have heard of the unconditional love of God. In fact, the Apostle John in his epistle tells us 

quite simply that “God is love”.  If God is love then truly God cannot stop being Himself, 

therefore God’s love is truly unconditional. However, have we accepted this? Do we be-

lieve that God loves us unconditionally? Most of us would likely answer yes to these ques-

tions, however there are many who if they look deep into their hearts, might have a hard 

time feeling or believing that God loves them unconditionally. There are multiple reasons 

why someone might doubt God’s unconditional love for them. This article will focus on 

one of those reasons and that one would be when doubting God’s unconditional love is 

caused by parenting in which the parent accidentally or deliberately communicated to 

their child that their love for them was conditional.   

Parents play a tremendous role in helping their children know and believe in the unconditional love 

of God. As parents, showing unconditional love does not mean that we can never get upset, be 

firm, or discipline our children. However, do we do so in a way that though our child knows we are 

displeased or disappointed, they also know that we still love them?  If as parents our expression of 



disappointment is too strong or if we use 

shame, children or adolescents can learn to be-

lieve that they themselves are bad rather than 

their behavior. Guilt can be healthy because it 

helps us feel bad about the behavior, however 

shame is toxic and devastating because it causes 

the one being shamed to believe that their 

whole personhood is “bad”.  When shame is in-

flicted repeatedly in someone, it can lead to 

them not receiving love from others (because 

they feel unworthy) and it can then result in 

them not accepting the love of God. Once 

shame sets in, it weaves 

itself into our whole being 

and psyche, to the point it 

is hard to detect but 

affects everything in our 

life.  

If a parent expresses an-

ger too much, too harshly, 

and too frequently with a 

child, this too can cause a child to doubt their 

parents’ love and inflict shame. Finally, if a par-

ent inadvertently or intentionally makes their 

child believe that their love for them is based on 

performance, this too can lead to the child 

doubting the parents’ love and in turn, the love 

of everyone else. A parent would likely have no 

idea that this inner process of doubting the 

parent’s love is taking place or that shame is 

setting in, because the wounds are silent and 

often unseen to those on the outside. It is im-

perative that parents, when disciplining, teach 

their children and communicate that though 

they are displeased with their child’s behavior, 

they still love their child. The parent also needs 

to weave in some affirmation into their disciplin-

ing. Our love for our child is the core of our par-

enting and it must be communicated regularly. 

Our children need to know, feel, and experience 

that our love for them is fixed and not variable 

or subject to change. We teach them that we 

are displeased with the behavior, not with who 

they are as a person.  In essence, we must role 

model for them the unconditional love of God.  

Jesus role models this so perfectly in the gos-

pels. Jesus never shamed anyone. When Jesus 

encountered the Samaritan woman at the well 

who had five husbands (and was living with one 

who was not her hus-

band), he did not reject 

nor shame her. He still sat 

with her, engaged her, 

and affirmed her. The Sa-

maritan woman was not 

used to this, she was used 

to being shamed. The fact 

that Jesus still engaged 

her, sat with her, and affirmed her (though gen-

tly made it clear that her lifestyle was not 

healthy) created a transformative effect. She 

went onto to become St. Photini. Jesus did the 

same with Zacchaeus the Tax Collector. He had 

defrauded many and collaborated with the Ro-

mans. Yet Jesus went to his home for dinner. 

This entering of Zacchaeus’ house was a huge 

affirmation for Zacchaeus was despised by the 

people. This again had a transformative effect as 

Zacchaeus went on to become a saint. There are 

many more examples of this. In neither instance 

did Jesus use shame. Jesus used unconditional 

love in these interactions but often with the ac-

companying words “Go and sin no more”.  

When Jesus says “Go” he is saying “you are free, 



I do not reject, condemn, nor shame you, you 

are forgiven, and now let go of that unhealthy 

behavior”. Jesus knew shame was a poor moti-

vator. If someone believes 

that they are bad, then it be-

comes a self-fulfilling proph-

ecy, and they will do bad 

things.  

     One might ask, what does 

my child’s perception of my 

love have to do with their 

perception of God’s love for 

them?  Our relationships with our children are 

the first and earliest relationships our children 

will know. A child’s relationship with their par-

ent often becomes the blueprint for future rela-

tionships. Do we not call God “Father”? It often 

happens that what we learn from our parents 

gets carried over and displaced onto our rela-

tionship with God. If a child did not experience 

unconditional love from their parent then there 

is a significant chance they 

will struggle with accepting 

and feeling God’s uncondi-

tional love for them. 

Doubting God’s uncondition-

al love can negatively affect 

our faith, trust, and belief in 

God’s mercy and providence. 

It can also lead to us re-

jecting God’s love and not recognizing the love 

of God when we leave this world.   No one is 

perfect and surely as parents we have all made 

mistakes. However, it is never too late to tend 

to any wounds we may have inadvertently in-

flicted on our children (no matter how old they 

are) and seek forgiveness from them.  

Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Events and Announcements 

• The next St. George Homeless Ministry Dinner will be on Sunday, May 19th. Please see Fr. Joshua 

for details or to help.  

• The Antiochian Women made a day trip to visit Sabika Jewelry and received a tour on April 22.  

• The Antiochian Women held their annual Diocesan Women’s Retreat on the weekend of March 

23 at the Antiochian Village.  

• The Parish Council is actively addressing the chronic leak in the church’s roof.  It is time for a ma-

jor more permanent repair rather than repeating smaller repairs.  The council is presently receiv-

ing bids and the project will involve a lifting of the dome and replacing the membrane with a one 

piece membrane that will better seal the roof. We thank you for your patience in tolerating the 

damaged section of the ceiling in church while we get the roof repaired.  



Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Akathist Service with Metropolitan JOSEPH  

On Friday March 2 we were blessed with a visit from His Eminence Metropolitan Joseph and His 

Grace Bishop Thomas. His Eminence presided over and served the Akathist Service that evening. 

 



Palm Sunday 



Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Making Reed Crosses 





Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  A W  Decorating the Tomb 





The Teen Soyo held an all night vigil in the church on Holy Friday Night into Holy Saturday 

Morning. During that time, they read Psalms, prepared 25 bowls of leaves for the service that 

morning, and also dyed all the Paschal eggs.    

Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Teen Soyo Holy Friday and Saturday 



Great and Holy Pascha 



Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Teen Soyo Monastery Retreat 

On Bright Saturday, April 14, Teen Soyo visited and held a one day retreat at the Holy Transfiguration 

Monastery. 



Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan JOSEPH  Teen Soyo Serving at IOCC Banquet 



Upcoming Feasts 

Leave taking of Pascha 

Commemorated on Wednesday, May 16  

Paschal Orthros 9:30AM and Liturgy at 10:30AM (Wed) 

On Wednesday of the sixth week of Pascha, we celebrate the Leave taking of the Feast. In 

the Orthodox Church the “leave taking” of a feast means the end of celebrating that feast. 

While most Feasts have their Leave taking on the eighth day, Pascha, the Feast of Feasts, has 

its Leave taking on the thirty-ninth day. The fortieth day is the Feast of the Lord’s Ascension, 

which marks the end of the Lord’s physical presence on earth. He does not abandon us, how-

ever. He has promised to be with us always, even until the end of the age (MT 20:28). As we 

sing in the Kontakion for Ascension, “Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, not being 

parted from those who love Thee, but remaining with them and crying: I am with you and no 

one will be against you.” There is a similar thought expressed in the Troparion for the Dormi-

tion: “In falling asleep, you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos.” 

The services on the Leave Taking are celebrated just as on the day of Pascha itself. The daily 

readings from Holy Scripture, of course, will differ. After the Dismissal at Liturgy, the paschal 

hymns are no longer sung. The prayer “O Heavenly King” is not said or sung until Pentecost. 

The Epitaphios (the vestment cloth that has Jesus’ body woven on it) is taken from the altar 

and is put in its proper place. Even though that day will be a Wednesday, fish, wine, and oil 

are permitted. 

Feast of the Ascension of Christ 

Commemorated on Wednesday, May 17 

Orthros 6:30PM and Liturgy 7:30PM (Wed Evening the 16th) 

The Church’s celebration of the ascension, as all such festal celebrations, is not merely the 

remembrance of an event in Christ’s life. Indeed, the ascension itself is not to be understood 

as though it were simply the supernatural event of a man floating up and away into the skies. 

The holy scripture stresses Christ’s physical departure and His glorification with God the Fa-

ther, together with the great joy which His disciples had as they received the promise of the 

Holy Spirit Who was to come to assure the Lord’s presence with them, enabling them to be 

His witnesses to the ends of earth (Lk 24.48–53; Acts 1.8–11; Mt 28.20; Mk 16.16–14). 

In the Church the believers in Christ celebrate these very same realities with the conviction 



that it is for them and for all men that Christ’s departure from this world has taken place. The Lord 

leaves in order to be glorified with God the Father and to glorify us with himself. He goes in order to 

“prepare a place” for and to take us also into the blessedness of God’s presence. He goes to open 

the way for all flesh into the “heavenly sanctuary . . . the Holy Place not made by hands” (see He-

brews 8–10). He goes in order send the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the Father to bear witness 

to Him and His gospel in the world, making Him powerfully present in the lives of disciples.  

(Orthodox Church of America website)   

New to the Family….  

The “New to the Family section” is a new feature and will feature those who are new to the St. George 

Family. We will make sure to work back and “catch” all those who joined us recently. Thank you for your 

patience! 

On November 5, 2017, James and Laura Powell welcomed 

their son, Joshua,  into the world. We as a St. George fam-

ily now welcome Joshua to St. George. Joshua is 5 months 

old. Much to the parents’ relief, Joshua just started sleep-

ing through the night. He is most happy when he first 

wakes up. He just accomplished rolling over.  Joshua likes 

to watch his older sister Adreana dance and to hear her 

sing to him.  

 

 



By Father Joshua Makoul 

 

APRIL 

April 1, 2018: Anna (Agnes) Hanna-1965, Edward M. Hadad-1987, Louis Salem, Sr.-1962, Jo-

seph G. Farah-1966, Hanna George-1982, Clyde Robinson-1970, Susan Myers-1996, Baby, Ma-

son Joseph Lyons-2006, Flora Deep-2016, Jennie Davis-1966, Nicholas A. Simon-1990, Samuel 

G. Eddy-1979, Ann Joseph-2000, and Rahme Joseph-1962. 

April 8, 2018:  Nizha Abraham-1987, Mary B. Williams-2001, Very Reverend Meletios Koury-

1966, William David-1974, Marie Esper-1987, Theresa Belenis-2008, Jacob Esper-1955, Susie 

Khalil-1955, Mary Ann George-1993, Samuel Esper-1966, Mike Esper-1969, Samuel Deep-

1999, and Rose Sims-2008.    

April 15, 2018: Jane Bryan-1989, Max Baraket-1953, Donna Jean Bobin-1976, Edward G. Nas-

sar-1974, Michael A. Hanna-1983, Josephine Jacobs-1973, Henrietta Esper-2007, Harry 

Mershed Joseph-1967, and Camille Grant-2017. 

April 22, 2018:  Lamia Haddad-1962, Anna Agnes Hanna-1965, George Abraham-1960, Easa S. 

Khalil-1967, Martha E. Joseph-1975, Philip E. Roy, Jr.-1995, Fred G. Simon-2002, Abraham M. 

Jacobs-2010, Mary B. Eassa-1983, Dolores Jacobs – 2009, Regina Sieg-1971, Doctor Shakir T. 

Ilyas-1976, and Kamel Sabeh-1975.  

April 29, 2018:  Fred J. Albert-1985, Albert Hazeem, Jr.-2010, Nadia Esper Khalil-1968, Julio J. 

Giangarlo-2009,  Mikhaber Khalil-1978, Albert Ellis-1991, Charles Kelly-1965, Elias Nassar-

1971, Tamer Esper-1956, Charles Salem-1959, and Archpriest Samuel David-1999.  

MAY: 

May 6, 2018: Irene Riston Williams-1991, Lawrence D. David-2014, Susan F. George-2004, 

Jouhaina Dayoub-2016, Rose Elias-1971, Baby Meghan Elizabeth Bish-2004, and Susan Namey

-2017. 

May 13, 2018: Naman Nassar-1984, Robert M. Essay-1986, Salem Green-2015, Albert Bryan-

1979, William G. Joseph-2004, Roujina K. Ilyas-2009, Faiad Labad-2013, Rade Vukas-1991, Eth-

el Albert-1994, Ronald Shaheen, 2011, Emily (Labebe) Bazari-1979, Dolores M. Neuman-1987. 

May 20, 2018:  Rose Abraham-1981, Catherine Salem-1970, Mike Mansour-1962, Fedwa Es-

per-1984, Haseeb Esper-1992, Sophia Nakles-2008, Antony Thomas-1961, George Abraham-

1960, Bolomia H. Asa-1959, Philip F. Roy, Sr.-1997, and Khouria Joanne Abdalah 2008. 

 

Departed Anniversary List  







ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN 

ORTGHODOX CATHEDRAL 

3400 DAWSON STREET 

PITTSBURGH, OPA, 15213-4314 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

Non-profit. Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Permit No. 822 

Dates to Remember 

Antiochian Women Meeting 22nd April 

St. George Lighthouse Ministry Meeting 29th April 

Teen SOYO Meeting 6th May  

Society of St. George -  7th May 

Saint George’s Day Banquet  12th May 

Leave Taking of Pascha  16th May 

Feast of the Ascension of Christ  17th May 

Antiochian Women Meeting : 20th May 

Last Day of Church School 20th May 

St. George Lighthouse Ministry Meeting  27th May 

Correction: In the February issue of the Cathedral Messenger the Let’s Get to Know Each 

Other article was written by Kh. Tammy Makoul, not Alexis Cross. In the March issue, 

the correct authorship for the Let’s Get to Know Each Other article was Alexis Cross.  


