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Patriarch Elias of An�och of blessed memory censes the Holy gi�s during liturgy as the
incense forms the image of a dove.



Lest We Forget: Remembering God and Giving Thanks
By Father Joshua Makoul

God is seeking us. He searches and yearns for us to stop, reflect, and show depth of heart.
There comes a �me when we must stop and reflect on our life and the blessings we have been
given. There are many who do this daily. There are also many of us who do not do this daily
and need a �me of the year to stop, pause, and reflect on the gi�s we have been given and
how to give back. It is a pause that can lead us to a place of gra�tude. As we draw near the
year’s end, now is an opportune �me to take this pause and reflect. Certainly, none of our lives
are easy. We all have had our crosses to bear and we con�nue to carry them. However, the old
adage “it could always be worse” or “there are many who have it worse”, rings very true no
ma�er how clique they might sound.

The act of giving back sends so many messages to God. We show Him that we have some self-
awareness. We show Him we are not overly a�ached to the things of this world. We show Him
that we are capable of introspec�on and insight. We show Him humility in acknowledging that
all of the blessings we have come from Him. We show Him we are grateful. We show Him that
we are doing good with the talents and treasures He gave to us. We show Him that we are
mindful of others and of larger causes. We show Him we are free of idolatry. We show Him
that we can think outside of ourselves. We show Him we are willing to deny ourselves for the

other. Finally, we show God that we trust Him and that we know as we give he will con�nue to
provide for us so that we may con�nue to do good. Indeed, these pauses in our life are
pleasing to God and He seeks for us to have these moments. So we see that the church speaks
of this not only because the church needs our financial help, but also because it is in our best
interest spiritually and it is well pleasing to God.

What and how much we should give is a personal ma�er. We give according to the gi�s we
have been given. Some at �mes ask, “Can’t I just give my �me?”. The answer is yes...if �me is
all that God has given us. If God has blessed us with �me, skills, and financial success then we
are called to give from all three. Anything less than that and our stewardship is incomplete and
we are holding back from God. When we have been blessed in a certain area we must take
heed to make sure we share it with others. If we own many proper�es or apartment buildings
then would it not please God to set one unit aside for a family in crisis or one who is facing
homelessness? If we are a physician should we not strive to not be annoyed when someone
asks for medical advice? If we have the ability to counsel then we should not set �me aside to
listen?

We are called to give from what we receive and if we have received in mul�ple areas then we
are called to offer from each. When we struggle with doing this then it can o�en be a red flag
spiritually. It can be a sign of greed, an irra�onal fear of going without, or a lack of charity or
love. We are dependent upon the Grace of God to do good. The more we make use of the
grace of God the more He gives us His grace. There is no need to fear. As we give, God gives
back to us. Also, we should avoid the danger of condi�onal giving. Examples of condi�onal
giving are giving only if the church is doing what we think it should be doing or if it is
conforming to our own personal view of how the church should be. Such a stance is saturated
with pride and even arrogance. It is devoid of humility, not trus�ng the Holy Spirit’s presence in
the church, and assumes we know be�er than God Himself. It is also a form of blackmail, in
that at its core, is the stance that I will only support the church financially if it is doing what I
think it should be doing.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the Lord searches our heart regularly looking to see where our
treasure is. As he warned His disciples and us, “For where your treasure is there your heart will
be also”. If we are overly a�ached to our earthly blessings then this is a sign of a subtle anxiety
that shows we are holding onto our life in this world a li�le too �ghtly. If we are overly
a�ached to our ideas, expecta�ons, or opinions as to how things should be, then this can lead
to a form of idolatry in that we are holding onto ourselves rather than God. Let us loosen our
grip a bit now, so when we must let go completely we are able to do so. As the late Fr. Thomas
Hopko once said, “Our life is a prac�ce in dying, in le�ng go, in le�ng go of our life”. Giving
back through stewardship is one of the great ways to prac�ce this. It is one way to prac�ce
le�ng go of a�achment to material things. It is �me to show God where our heart is.





Hafli and Dinner - Saturday, September 21 George Community Night- Thursday, October 3



Want to help your neighbors get back on their feet? In the wake of a disaster,
families often need help rebuilding and repairing their homes. Volunteer for a week
to help individuals and families move toward long-term recovery.

REQUIREMENTS & COST
• You don’t need to be skilled—just energetic!
• You must be 18 years old or older, but 16- and 17-year-olds may volunteer if

accompanied by a parent or guardian.
• Be able to deploy for a week.
• Provide your own transportation to/from the Homebuild Team location.
• $100 covers all your costs on the ground (room/board & local transportation)

DATES & LOCALES
• Homebuilds run Monday-Saturday, work days being Tuesday-Friday
• Locations are Houston, TX and various cities across Florida

Gather a team of at least 5 individuals, then contact Krista Hamann to book
your group’s selected dates.
Go to iocc.org/homebuild for current build openings

For more information, contact Krista Hamann: 612-389-7278
volunteercoordinator@iocc.org

Pittsburgh Helps IOCC Rebuild in TX & FL



Departed Anniversary List
Sunday 06 Orthros @ 9:00 AM and Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 AM

Monday 07 Society of St. George Mee�ng @ Noon.

Wednesday 09 Vespers @ 7:00 PM

Friday 11 Orthros Service @ 10:00 AM
Mom’s Ministry Potluck and Fellowship @ 11:00 AM

Saturday 12 Applied Orthodox Spirituality Class @ 4:00 PM
Great Vespers @ 5:00 PM

Sunday 13 Orthros @ 9:00 AM and Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 AM

Monday 14 Parish Council Mee�ng @ 6:30 PM

Wednesday 16 Vespers @ 7:00 PM

Thursday 17 Couples Night Out - 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Friday 18 Orthros Service @ 10:00 AM
Mom’s Ministry Potluck and Fellowship @ 11:00 AM

Saturday 19 Pursuit of God’s Peace in a Fallen World Retreat @ 9:30 AM
Applied Orthodox Spirituality Class @ 4:00 PM
Great Vespers @ 5:00 PM

Sunday 20 Orthros @ 9:00 AM and Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 AM
An�ochian Women Mee�ng

Wednesday 23 Vespers @ 7:00 PM

Friday 25 Orthros Service @ 10:00 AM
Mom’s Ministry Potluck and Fellowship @ 11:00 AM

Saturday 26 Applied Orthodox Spirituality Class @ 4:00 PM
Great Vespers @ 5:00 PM

Sunday 27 Orthros @ 9:00 AM and Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 AM
An�ochian Women Calendar Party @ Noon

Wednesday 30 Vespers @ 7:00 PM

Important Events in October

October 6, 2019: Sadie Abraham-1953, Madeline Baraket-1978, James W. Davis-1989, Nazara
Jacobs Shaheen-1980, Anna Abraham-1981, Katherine Ward-1965, and Nadia Rizk-1974.

October 13, 2019: John Albert-1969, Lucia (Lucy) Ayoub-2003, Nabe B. Jacob, Sr.-1979, Julia
Fedwa Fraed-1993, Edward M. Albert-2008, Joan (Thomas) Edmonds-2011, Michael Cory-1971,
Sameera Thomas-1997, George A. George-2003, Sam S. Bazari-1962, and Elma H. Khalil-2001.

October 20, 2019: George Deep Thomas-1959, George D. George-2004, Badr Domat-2014,
Michael Albert Haddad-1956, Mildred Hadad-1995, Amelia Kronstein-2001, Abraham Thomas-
1954, Albert George-1972, Sophie Aber-2009, Virginia Sadie Hadad-1998, Minnie Abraham-
1987, Charles Davis-1990, Andrew Albert-1963, and Rahme Roy-1968.

October 27, 2019: Anthony Joseph-1982, James E. Khalil-1996, Mitchell Abraham-1981, Anna
Salem-1984, Virginia Roy Harris-1969, William J. Albert-1970, Les T. Dayoub (Davis)-1978, Mike
Deep-1968, Minerva Thomas-2000, Shafeka Ristom-1955, Leslie Joseph-1989, George Hanna-
2000, Catherine Ann George-2003, and David C. Thomas, Sr-2004.
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Every Friday after Orthros: Mom’s Ministry Potluck and Fellowship @ 11:00 AM

Every Saturday @ 4:00 PM Applied Orthodox Spirituality Class

Every Sunday @ 9:45 AM to 10:15 AM Adult Christian Education

Thursday 17th October @ 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM Couples Night Out

Saturday 19th October - Church Retreat: Pursuit of God’s Peace in a Fallen World
@ 9:30 AM

Sunday 20th October after Liturgy - Antiochian Women Meeting

Sunday 20th October - 2021 Archdiocese Convention hosted by our parish -
Please join us for our Parish Launch Event following Divine Liturgy.

Sunday 27th October after Liturgy - Antiochian Women Calendar Party @ Noon

Saturday, 2nd November - Teen SOYO Fellowship & Meeting @ 6 PM – 8 PM

Sunday, 10th November - Homeless Ministry @ 1:30 PM – 2:30 PM

Dates To Remember


