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Ever�one has a stor�….

This is Sinead’s Story
By Fr. Joshua

Sinead Prodey was born in Bal�more, MD in 1996, to Sean and JoEllen. Sinead’s father
was a school teacher and taught English and History. Her mother worked at the Social
Security. Sinead has four siblings, three brothers and one sister. They were close growing
up and have remained close �ll this day. During Sinead’s early childhood years there was
much that was normal and good. Sinead’s family took frequent trips and vaca�ons to the
beach and Sinead has fond memories of visi�ng Deep Creek Lake. During middle school
and high school, Sinead played lacrosse recrea�onally and also did skiing during school.
However, Sinead’s calling was not to be found in sports but in art; a skill that would
manifest itself around the age of four.

However, as is so o�en the case in our lives, there was more to the story of Sinead’s
family. Sinead’s mother and father both struggled with alcohol during their youth and

married in their adult life during their recovery.
Eventually Sinead’s parent’s divorced. Her mother
con�nued to live a sober life through AA and has
remained sober to this present day. Unfortunately, Sinead’s father would
struggle with alcohol throughout his life. When Sinead was 13, her father
worsened to the point where she could not have visita�ons with him any
longer. For ten years, Sinead had no contact with her father; though he
remained present in her heart. Despite these trials of her youth, Sinead
found a way to thrive and learned early the trait of resilience. Sinead
graduated from high school in 2014 from North Carroll High School and
then a�ended the Art Ins�tute of Pi�sburgh. She graduated from there

with a B.S. degree in Digital Media in 2017.

It was during her senior year of college that Sinead began to visit our St. George community and soon became a
regular at all of the services. Sinead prayed to reconnect with her father. It was around this �me that Sinead’s father
became ill with lung cancer and due to this, he finally was able to become sober. A�er ten years of no contact, Sinead
and her father resumed their rela�onship. Sinead’s father was wiser and he suspected his �me was short. In the two
years that followed, and amidst his chemotherapy treatments, Sinead and her father made up for those lost years and
travelled together, going on many father-daughter adventures together. Her father rediscovered his faith and visited St.
George a few �mes. He supported Sinead in finally ge�ng chrismated into the Orthodox Church on February 16, 2019.
Sadly, Sinead’s father passed away on April 19, 2020 (Pascha). However, they
lived more than 10 years’ worth of father and daughter bonding in those last two
years they had together. While it is easy to focus on those ten years, one should
not, for it is where we and our rela�onships end up that ma�ers the most….and
well, some�mes just life is like that.

Sinead now works full-�me as a graphic and web designer. Sinead has a strong
hope and desire to begin to learn Orthodox iconography. Indeed, her art skills
are impressive. If you haven’t met Sinead, please introduce yourself, you will be
glad you did. She is gentle, compassionate, kind, and sensi�ve; all of traits one
would want in a friendship. Sinead has a light to her, she is resilient, and you
can’t miss her radiant smile. Truly light always overcomes darkness...

Come join us for the Lenten Spring!
Lenten Service Schedule 2021

Great and Holy Lent begins Monday, March 15.

First Week of Lent:
Sunday, March 14: Forgiveness Vespers 6:30PM
Monday, March 15: Canon of St. Andrew 6:30PM
Tuesday, March 16: Canon of St. Andrew 6:30PM
Wednesday, March 17: Presanctified Liturgy 6:30PM
Thursday, March 18: Canon of St. Andrew 6:30PM
Friday, March 19: Akathist Service 6:30PM

From the Second Week of Lent through the Sixth (last) Week of Lent:
Great Compline will be each Monday at 6:30PM.
Presanctified Liturgy will be each Wednesday at 6:30PM
Akathist Service will be each Friday at 6:30PM
Great Vespers are each Saturday at 5:00PM

*On the Fifth Thursday of Lent at 6:30PM is the whole Canon of St. Andrew
6:30PM

**On the last Friday of Lent (the 6th Friday) is the Canon of St. Lazarus.

Sinead and her father
upon being reunited



St. George Food Pantry Event

                Announcements: 

 

*Great Lent begins on March 15. This is also the one-year anniversary of the 

formal beginning of the pandemic.  The Arrival of Pascha on May 2, will likely 

usher in some normalcy. It will be a beautiful Spring! For the first time in two 

years we will be gathered for Holy Week and Pascha.  

 

*The experience of the pandemic and when it concludes, might not just be like a 

storm, that when it passes, we go on with our lives. For some, it might require a 

little more work and awareness to resume our lives. We might need to do a bit 

more processing, being mindful of losses, anniversaries, and even some grieving. 

This pandemic has affected everyone differently. There are a few who didn’t 

really mind it and then there were many that were profoundly affected.  

 

*Please see all of the flyers and photos for updates on the various ministries. The 

photos and flyers are announcements on what has been going on at the church. 

 

*Financial Reports for 2020 will be mailed in the next monthly bulletin. The 

church continued its growth despite the pandemic. A big THANK YOU to all of 

you! 

 

*The warmer, nicer weather will allow us to utilize the new outdoor spaces at the 

church. Additional ministries will resume upon the arrival of Spring.  Indoor 

gatherings in the hall will be assessed in April/ May when it is hoped the vaccine 

and some degree of herd immunity will allow some resumption of indoor social 

activity. We have been flexible since the pandemic began and we will continue to 

be flexible as we navigate out of it.  

 



Homeless Ministry Dinner Jan 24

COME
CELEBRATE!

THE PASSAGE OF A TRYING TIME AND A NEW

BEGINNING .

IT IS TIME TO GATHER AS A COMMUNITY AGAIN AND

CELEBRATE ONE ANOTHER!

A DAY OF RECLAMATION AND HEALING!

DATE TBA MAY/JUNE

Schedule:

1:00-3:00: Confessions (A review of how we did during the pandemic. An
opportunity for a new beginning and closure for us as individuals).

4:30PM- Forgiveness Vespers with rite of forgiveness. A chance as a community
to ask forgiveness for any interactions or mindsets during the pandemic. A
chance for closure as a community, to restore any relationships that were
strained, and to mark a new beginning.

6:00: St. George Community Night! A Feast! Indoor and Outdoor Fellowship and
Dining. An evening of celebrating the ability to gather again as a community
and to reclaim our relationships and fellowship!



Society of St George Supports:
Shut in Population

Humanitarian Efforts
Church Beautification Projects

SocialActivities

SOCIETY
OF

SAINT
GEORGE

Join us on Monday April 5th at the Noon Ministry Blessing Service.We’ll discussour Shut-in PaschaProjectGoals for 2021.
Weather permitting, we’ll have a covered dish outside at our ministry yard or we’ll spread out in our church hall
Looking forward to new members joining. Contact: Denise Potter • 412-906-5078 • denise.potter@comcast.net

TheChildren’sMinistry
Let the little children cometo Me, anddo not forbid them;

for of suchis the kingdom of heaven.Matthew 19:14

Icon by Nicholas Papas.Usedwith permission.

Celebratingthe children in our church through teaching them to
love God,love the church, andparticipate in the life of our parish.
We plan to increasetheir involvement in the churchaswell as
participate in serviceeventsand fellowship events.

Our ministry is gearedtowards preschool agechildren through
preteens (3-12 year olds).

Tentative kickoff event, Saturday,May 8.
Contact Beth Ann Papaswith questions.

Will be outdoors at the church,weather permitting. If we haveto move indoors, maskswill be required.



Teen SOYO

Outdoor Rap
Session
Sunday, April 18
After Liturgy



Re-Start Cookout

Saturday, May 15, 2021

Outdoor (adjacent properties)

Post Vespers

Join on Flocknote or reach out to Dn. Noah; npapas03@gmai.com

The goal of Men's Ministry is to find
Christ by forging connection with each
other.

We learn,

We serve,

We strengthen
each other.

Email a Color PHOTO of Your
Family for the new CHURCH
DIRECTORY.

Please email your photos by March 12 to: Kweilin.Nassar@comcast.net

Also include the names of your family in the order as shown on the photo.

If you haven’t signed up for Flocknote, our new communications system, email
with your photo—your email address and cell phone number. We’ll sign you up
and you’ll be sure to receive St. George communications. Thanks.

Lighthouse Ministry

Our Homeless Ministry has continued to nourish
those in need even during the COVID 19
pandemic.

We have remained active with all precautions
taken. Below is the beginning of our nourishment
calendar for 2021.

Please note: We will be providing meals in
between these dates for 2021, those will be
announced as we receive the schedules from the
shelters.

Our schedule of nourishment is as follows:

January: 1-24-2021

February: 2-28-2021

March: 3-28-2021

April :4-25-2021

May: 5-30-2021

June: 6-27-2021

July: 7-25-2021

August 8-29-2021

September: 9-26-2021

October: 10-31-2021

November: 11-21-2021

December: 12-19-2021

COME AND JOIN US, WEWOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU!

SAINT GEORGEHOMELESS
MINISTRY

Vision Statement:

Bringing dignity, hope and
comfort to those who are
displaces and in need.

Mission Statement:

By sharing nourishment,
connection and fellowship in the
spirit of Christ to where we are

called.

Icon by the Hand of Nicholas Papas



LIFE AND MIRACLES OF ST. JOHN (MAXIMOVICH) OF
SHANGHAI AND SAN FRANCISCO—ONE OF THE GREATEST

SAINTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Michael Maximovitch, the future Archbishop John, was born on June 4, 1896, in the village of Adamovka
in the province of Kharkov in southern Russia. He was a member of the
Little Russian noble family of Maximovitch, to which St. John of Tobolsk
also had belonged. He received at baptism the name of Michael, his
heavenly protector being the Archangel Michael. He was a sickly child
and ate little.

He received his secondary education in the Poltava Military School, which
he attended from 1907 to 1914. Upon completing military school he
entered Kharkov Imperial University in the faculty of law, from which he
graduated in 1918, before it was seized by the Soviets.

In the Protection Monastery in Kharkov, in a frescoed grotto underneath
the altar, lay the remains of the holy Archbishop Melety Leontovitch, who
after his death in 1841 rendered miraculous help to those who served a
panikhida for him at his coffin. Even during his lifetime the Archbishop
was venerated for his severe asceticism, especially for the ascetic feat of
abstaining from sleep. He was known to spend nights on end standing
motionless, with lifted arms, deep in prayer. He foreknew the day and the
hour of his own death. The young Maximovitch was known to have a
veneration for this holy hierarch.

Today Archbishop John may be seen to resemble the holy man of Kharkov in at least three respects: he
was known not to have slept in a bed for forty years; he knew beforehand of his death; and before his
glorification in 1994 his relics rested under a cathedral in a special grave-chapel where panikhidas were
sung almost daily and the Psalter read over his coffin by those asking for his help. This is a unique case of
the transplanting, as it were, of a part of Holy Russia to contemporary America.

St. John (referred to as Vladyka John by others during his life) was made an Bishop in 1934 and is most
known for his ministry in Shanghai, China and in San Francisco where he tended to his flock, oversaw an
orphanage, and worked many miracles.

Yet Vladyka is not best remembered by his flock for his sternness, but rather for his gentleness, his
joyfulness, even for what is known as "foolishness for Christ's sake." The most popular photograph of him
captures something of this aspect of his character. It was especially noticeable in his conduct with
children. After services he would smile and joke with the boys who served with him, playfully knocking
the mischievous ones on the head with his staff. Occasionally the Cathedral clergy would be disconcerted
to see Vladyka, in the middle of a service (though never in the altar), bend over to play with a small child!
And on feast days when blessing with holy water was performed, he would sprinkle the faithful—not on
the top of the head as is usual, but right in the face (which once led a small girl to exclaim, "He squirts
you"), with a noticeable glint in his eye and total unconcern at the discomfiture of some of the more
dignified. Children were absolutely devoted to him, despite his usual strictness with them.

Anna Hodyriva recounts: "My sister Xenia Yarovoy, who lived in Los Angeles, suffered for a long time
with a painful hand. She sought physicians, tried home remedies, yet nothing helped. She finally decided
to turn to Vladyka John and wrote to him in San Francisco. Some time went by and the hand was healed.
Xenia began to forget about the previous pain in her hand. On one occasion, when she visited San
Francisco, she went to the Cathedral for services. At the end of the service Vladyka John held the cross to
be kissed. On seeing my sister he asked: `How is your hand?' Vladyka saw my sister for the first time!
How then did he recognize her and know that it was she who had a painful hand?"

Anna S. recollects: "My sister Musia and I got into an accident. A drunken young man was driving
towards us. He struck the door with great force on the side where my sister was sitting. The ambulance
was called and she was taken to the hospital. Her condition was very serious—a lung was punctured and
a rib broken, which caused her great pain. Her eyes were invisible in her swollen face. When Vladyka

visited her, she lifted her eyelid with her finger and upon seeing him took his hand and kissed it. She
could not speak since she had a tracheotomy, but tears of joy flowed from her eyes. After that Vladyka
visited her several times and she began to get better. Once Vladyka entered the ward and announced,
`Musia is feeling very poorly now.' He then went to her and, closing the drape around her bed, he prayed
for a long time. During his prayer we were approached by two physicians and I asked them how serious
was my sister's condition, and if I should summon her daughter from Canada? (We had not informed the
daughter yet of her mother's accident.) The physicians answered: `To call or not to call the family is your
problem—we cannot guarantee that she will survive until the morning.' Thank God that she not only
survived that night, but was completely cured and returned to Canada. My family and I believe that
Musia was saved by the prayers of Vladyka John."

The Death of a Saint

Among those who knew and loved Vladyka, the first response to the news of his sudden death was: it
cannot be! And this was more than a reaction to the suddenness of the event; for among those who were
close to him there had unaccountably developed the notion that this pillar of the Church, this holy man
who was always accessible to his flock, would never cease to be! There would never be a time when one
would not be able to turn to him for advice and consolation! In one sense, in a spiritual sense, this has
since turned out to be true. But it is also one of the realities of this world that every man who lives must
die. Vladyka was prepared for this reality.

To the manager of the orphanage where he lived, who had spoken in the spring of 1966 of a diocesan
meeting to be held three years later, he indicated, "I will not be here then."
In May, 1966, a woman who had known Vladyka for twelve years and
whose testimony, according to Metropolitan Philaret, is "worthy of
complete confidence" was amazed to hear him say, "I will die soon, at the
end of June—not in San Francisco, but in Seattle."

Again, on the evening before his departure for Seattle, four days before his
death, Vladyka astonished a man for whom he had just served a moleben
with the words, "You will not kiss my hand again." And on the day of his
death, at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy which he celebrated, he spent
three hours in the altar praying, emerging not long before his death, which
occurred on July 2, 1966. He died in his room in the parish building next to
the church. He was heard to fall and, having been placed in a chair by those
who ran to help him, breathed his last peacefully and with little evident
pain, in the presence of the miracle-working Kursk Icon of the Sign.

Before the of canonization of Archbishop John his relics reposed in a chapel
in the basement of the San Francisco cathedral (after the canonization in
July of 1994 the relics of Archbishop John were moved to the main floor of
the cathedral). Soon after his repose, a new chapter began in the story of
this holy man. Just as St. Seraphim of Sarov told his spiritual children to
regard him as living after his death, and to come to his grave and tell him what was in their hearts, so our
Vladyka also has proved to be hearing those who revere his memory. Soon after his death a one-time
student of his, Fr. Amvrosy P., saw one night a dream or a vision: Vladyka, clad in Easter vestments, full
of light and shining, was censing the cathedral. He joyfully uttered to him just one word while blessing
him: "happy."

Later, before the end of the forty-day period, Fr. Constantine Z., long Vladyka' s deacon and now a priest,
who had lately been angry at Vladyka and had begun to doubt his righteousness, saw Vladyka in a dream
all in light, with rays of light shining around his head so brightly that it was impossible to look at them.
Thus were Fr. Constantine's doubts of Vladyka's holiness dispelled.

The manager of the St. Tikhon of Zadonsk Home and long a devoted servant of Vladyka, M. A.
Shakmatova, saw a remarkable dream. A crowd of people carried Vladyka in a coffin into St. Tikhon's
Church; Vladyka came to life and stood in the royal doors anointing the people and saying to her, "Tell
the people: although I have died, I am alive!"



Departed Anniversary List
JANUARY, 2021

January 03, 2021: Bernard Roy-1985, Alma Kajak Hakim-1996, Laurice Simaan-2017, Joseph Cunningham-1962, Elizabeth Salim-
1997, Mary Najeeb Khalil-1970, Jennie Tonti-1986, Naman Thomas-1961, Mary Najeeb Khalil-1970, Jennie Tonti-1986, Naman
Thomas-1961, Samuel Albert, Jr.-1971, Edward Roy-1984, and Isaac Saba-1969.

January 10, 2021: Stella DelGreco-2004, Mary Alberts-1959, Michael Shogry-1967, Daniel J. Solomon-2005, George N. Farah-2015,
George Ward-1966, Nevin Shogry-1976, and Martha Bruno-1987.

January 17, 2021: Mary K. Monsour-1976 Sadie Aber-1980, Subdeacon Thomas Aber-1988, Amelia S. Davis-2019, Virginia Haddad-
2013, Wodia K. Lewis-1984, Susan Hanna-1969, Katie M. Lowen-1976, Joseph Khalil (Brookline)-2001, Joseph U. Esper-2003,
Genevieve F. Dawahare-1976, Cherie Ann Nemy McIlree-2000, Mary Kelly-1957, Nicholas H. Mellick-1975, Tillie A. Rafalski-1987, and
Shahood Tony-2018.

January 24, 2021: Albert Thomas-1960, Jack David-1961, William E. Essay-1993, David Corey-1954, Charles Karas Solomon-1953,
John Elias Salloum-2009, Isaac Ristom-1963, Shahood (Shuf) Tony-2018, Michael Albert-1966, Mary Sabeh-1974, Saadeh Nassif-
1984, Ernest George Nassar-1969, Albert Thomas-1960, Norma Tony-2000, George Khalil-2012, Philip Thomas-2000, and Zariff M.
Salim-2002.

January 31, 2021: Samuel DeMaio-1960, Azizi Kojak-1961, Sadie Thomas-2007. Mary Deeb Thomas-1961, Suffae S. Saloom-1966,
Beatrice Monsour Davis-2014, James Abraham-2002, Catherine Roy-1994, Julia Jacob-2010, Charles J. Thomas-1983, Jebra Murray-
1986, Sam Fayad-1960, Katherine Albert-1960, Joseph Farah-1966, Fannie Hazeem-1986, Elizabeth Kelly-1972, Rachel Mitchell-1979,
Simon Thomas-1959, and Daniel Solomon-1992.

FEBRUARY, 2021

February 07, 2021: Kattour Saad-1998, Ann V. Salem-2006, Ralph Koury-1989, Michael R. Aber-1998, John Zacker-1994, Anna
Anthony-2011, Michael Abraham-1974, Lorraine S. Shogry-2000, and Maria Michael-1959.

February 14, 2021:
Mary Essad-1999, Sue David-2005, Samuel S. Nakles-1989, Azzizee Albert-1992, Robert Abe David-2000, Alice M. Benko-2000,
Florence Wall-2009, Harry M. Hadad-1969, Joseph Khalil-1999, Anna Barakat-1957, Anna M. Jacobs-1975, Emily A. Heider-2002,
Anthony George-1991, and Joyce George Beachy-1981.

February 21, 2021: Jean Liebert-2017, Shaheen J. Shaheen-1978, Leo Namen-1982, George Neumah-2014, Richard Bazzy-1982,
Josephine Nassar-1971, Dolores Gilchrist-2015, Ora Ann George-1991, John J. Hakim-1991, George Jacobs-2000, George Neumah-
2014, Charles N. Khoury-1959, and Michael S. Bazari-1990.

February 28, 2021: Catherine George-1989, Naif Salem-1968, Adib Simaan-1988, Bernard Abraham-1988, Halem M. Joseph-1999,
Marian Joseph-1995, Nick Henessay-1967, Hafeza Abraham-1973, Dolores David-2014, Samuel Solomon-2016, John Albert-2000.
Max Abraham-1958, and George J. Albert-1961.

As during his life time, Vladyka continues to be very active in helping those who need him. Here are just
two of the thousands of cases of Vladyka's miracles. Victor Boyton, who witnessed the healing of his
friend by Vladyka John, recounts: "The miracle occurred after I had received the copyright to the English
publication of Orthodox Life from Jordanville, N.Y., which included photos of Vladyka John. I had a
friend, a Moslem from Russia, who was suffering from
leukemia and was losing his sight. The doctors concurred
that in three months time he would be blind. Placing the
picture of Vladyka John by my vigil light, I began to pray
daily for my friend. After a short period of time my friend
was healed from the leukemia and began to see normally.
The eye doctors were amazed at this occurrence. From then
on, my friend has lead a normal life and reads without
impediment."

The archpriest Stephan Pavlenko recollects: "My brother
Paul, although not in the military, lived for some years in
Vietnam. There he sought children who were wounded or
orphaned due to the then continuing war. He placed them
either in orphanages or hospitals. Thus, he became close with his future wife, a certain Vietnamese Kim
En who was also involved with helping the unfortunate children. My brother introduced Kim to the
Christian faith and to the lives of many of God's Saints. She told my brother that during her very difficult
times there appeared to her in her dreams a certain monk who consoled her and told her what to do.
Once, towards Easter time, I sent my brother some cassettes of monastic songs as well as some books and
journals of a spiritual context. Having received my parcel and having shown the spiritual literature to
Kim he was surprised, when upon seeing the cover of a certain journal she exclaimed: `This is the monk
who appears to me in my sleep!' She pointed to a well known picture of Vladyka John, taken among the
graves of the New Diveevo monastery in Spring-Valley, New York. Kim was baptized in the Orthodox
Church with the name Kyra."

Epilogue

Blessed Archbiship John of Shanghai and San Francisco was canonized as a Saint by the Russian Church
on July 2 1994. It was a wonderfull and unforgettable event to which hundreds of clergy and many
thousands of laymen came from all over the world!

The importance of St. John for the people of the twentieth century cannot be underestimated. Those who
knew him personally or have read about his life and miracles have learned of the tremendous spiritual
power embodied in this frail little man. God was drawn to the burning, loving heart of Vladyka John,
which became a vessel of His grace. He entrusted the Saint with heavenly secrets and the ability to
transcend physical laws, making him a point of contact between Himself, the Creator, and us, His
creatures.

There can be no doubt that Vladyka John has been sent by God as a gift of holiness to the people of the
last days. At a time when imitation has become the norm in all aspects of life, when the authentic spirit of
the Christian Faith has been so hidden that most are oblivious of its very existence, he can be seen as a
model of genuineness.

Vladyka John has set the right "tone" of true apostleship in the modern world. As more people are drawn
into the Orthodox Church of Christ before the final unleashing of evil, may they look to him as their
loving guide and a pastor who knows no death. He is a kind of "measuring stick" that indicates who and
what is real in our confusing times. The unit of measure is nothing other than pure Christian love, which
he possessed and distributed in abundance. With this love, the intense struggle of spiritual life becomes
worth the effort.

By the prayers of Saint John may God bless and save us. Amen!
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Online Services (See the website calendar for more informa�on):
Every Sunday Morning: Orthros @ 9:15 AM Followed by Liturgy

Educa�onal Events:
Every Sunday: Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Adult Chris�an Educa�on - 9:30 AM

Other Events:
For the full Lenten schedule, please see full schedule inside this bulle�n.

For events being organized by our ministries, or to see how you can help them in their
missions, please see the ministry fliers inside this bulle�n.

Dates To Remember


