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We recently caught up with Stefan to see how his view of Bay Path, and of the Applied Data Science program, has 
evolved since our last conversation.  

 
BP: Has the program allowed you to make the mid-career shift you were envisioning? 
SM: (Stefan recently began a new position as Associate Data Scientist at The Hartford.) The program has played a huge 
role in the shift I am currently making. At 45 I was able to get a job in a completely different industry doing something 
that I had absolutely no prior experience with…which is no small task. It has given me the foundation and ability to learn 
in a field that is the direction of the future. Without the ADS program at Bay Path, that would not be possible.  

 
BP: What specific skills or learning from the program have you found most beneficial to your career? 
SM: Obviously the technical content has been a huge plus. I am by no means a programming whiz, but I am able to 
navigate my way around the Python programming language, and manipulate data within that environment having used 
it throughout my classes. Familiarity with Python is in high demand, and while I certainly continue to learn every day, I 
have been able to apply that right out of the gates in my new role. 
In addition to that, the program has given me the necessary building blocks to think about how to approach data–
essentially what needs to be done with it in order to extract valuable insights–and what the analytic process looks like 
from start to finish. 

 
BP: Are there any professors or classmates who you found especially inspiring? 

SM: I thought the director (who also taught several of the courses), Dr. Ning Jia, was fantastic. The individual attention 

she gave us as students far exceeded my expectations. Ning was always available for discussions regarding specific 

material or just the program in general. She made it very clear that her focus was the success of every one of the 

students in the program, and allocated the time necessary to make that happen. I haven’t been in other programs to 

know firsthand, but I imagine that kind of individual attention is difficult to come by in a Master’s program.  
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