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Tom Smith - Saxophone and bass clarinet, Jonny
Mansfield - vibraphone, Will Barry - piano.

The two times Young Jazz Musician finalist
launches his debut album as a bandleader
with a vibrant and percussive chamber jazz
trio.
‘Fantastic sound, really assured playing and
phrasing…very engaging’ – Jason Yarde
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Inspired in part by bands such as Stan Sulzmann’s
Neon Trio, Tim Garland’s Storms/Nocturnes and the
Rosario Giuliani, Dado Moroni and Joe Locke trio, Tom
Smith presents his debut album with chamber jazz
trio Gecko. When starting the group, Smith only ever
had two musicians in mind for the project – pianist
Will Barry (WCOM Young Musician of the Year 2018)
and vibraphone player Jonny Mansfield (Kenny
Wheeler Prize 2018). Both are inventive and
percussive players, filling the music with constant
rhythmic dialogue, and ensuring that there is still a
strong momentum and rhythmic element despite the
absence of drums. These musicians have played and
toured together in various projects over years,
cementing a synergy in the band where each player
can intuitively elevate the others.
From the very first get together in 2016 it was
obvious there was something special about this
collection of musicians, and Smith knew this was the
band to feature on his first album. In 2018, Gecko
won the Peter Whittingham Development Award from
Help Musicians UK, which funded the album
recording. Smith also knew he wanted an
experienced producer, so he got Tim Garland on
board, who was one of the initial inspirations behind
the music, as well as being one of Smith’s personal
heroes.
Combining very new compositions written specifically
for this project with more longstanding pieces, the
music spans a period of six years, from Smith’s school
days through his time studying at the Royal Academy
of Music to now.
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Flamenco Carlos 6:24
John and Alex 4:38
House In The Clouds 5:48
Everyday Epic 6:33
Anthem 4:18
Steampunk Tendencies 9:17
Curiosity 7:02
Blueish 7:28
Viking Dance 6:14

identity to the world of video games. Two pieces are
of great personal importance to Smith as they deal
with LGBTQ+ themes, a topic close to his heart.
Curiosity deals with Smith’s journey discovering his
sexuality over many years, working his thoughts out
and coming to terms with his feelings, while John and
Alex was written for a wedding, with a brief to write
music that represented LGBTQ+ love in the 21st
Century. The piece is a joyful waltz but contains
moments of dissonance encapsulating the hurdles yet
to be overcome by society, especially the current
struggles of the transgender community.
Blueish and Anthem were both written about the
vastness of the world, and how it seems to make
individual problems seem insignificant. By way of
contrast, Everyday Epic aims to capture the opposite
effect – the feeling of being on top of the world when
everything is going right.
Two pieces take their inspiration from the world of
video gaming. Steampunk Tendencies is about the
Bioshock video games and the distinctive art style of
the game’s backdrop. Flamenco Carlos is about a
particular online gaming rival with whom Smith had a
two hour showdown during a Star Wars game. House
In The Clouds was named after an unusual structure
in Thorpeness that evoked whimsical fairytales – a
house in the sky.
Overall the music is about discovery and
wonderment, the pieces have joy at their heart, but
they all tell stories and take the listener on a
journey.

The inspirations behind the music are many and
varied, from strong statements about personal
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