
from Home: Family Art Time

Weather and Wind Vanes       Ages 8 and up

A weather vane, or wind vane, is an instrument that shows the direction 
the wind is blowing. We can sometimes see weather vanes used for archi-
tectural decoration at the top of church steeples or public meeting halls. 
Create your own weather vane, inspired by the ones in our collection.

Materials: 
Paper cup, pencil with eraser 
top (for weather vane), 
masking tape or glue, pencil 
for drawing, cardstock or stiff 
paper, straw, crayons, mark-
ers, masking tape (or hot glue 
with adult supervision),  
1 straighthead pin

Instructions:
Step 1: Create the base: Poke 
a small hole at the bottom 
of a paper cup. Turn the cup 
upside-down on a hard sur-
face, and stick a pencil in the 
hole, eraser end up. Secure 
the pencil with tape or glue; 
the tip can touch the surface 
for greater stability.

Step 2: Create the deco-
ration: Draw two one-inch 
triangles on cardstock. Cut 
them out. Tape the triangles 
together at the top of the 

Unidentified Maker. Weather Vane, Probably 
18th century

straw to create an arrow. 
Draw and cut out additional 
shapes or figures. Use tape 
or glue to secure them evenly 
along the length of the straw. 
(Hint: Wrap tape on both 
sides to keep upright, or use 
hot glue with adult super-
vision. Make sure the straw 
isn’t too crowded.) Color and 
outline details with crayons 
and markers. 

Step 3: To assemble your 
weather vane, push a pin 
through the center of the 
straw. Then push the pin into 
the eraser head, securing the 
arrow to the base.

Step 4: Gently blow on your 
weather vane to make it 
spin. Add tape to strengthen 
pieces or modify as needed. 
Take a photo and share with 
us using #BarnesatHome.


