
 

 
The Art of Math Challenge 2026 

   

T H E  C H A L L E N G E  

Students in grades 1–12 take on the Art of Math Challenge in teams of three or more. Each submission 

consists of a 3D model of one of three selected artworks from the Barnes collection and a written 

statement. The competition culminates with a display of models at the Barnes’s PECO Free First Sunday 

Family Day on May 3, 2026. Winners will be announced, prizes will be awarded, and participants will be 

celebrated throughout the day!  

 

D E L I V E R A B L E S   

• A 3D model of one of the three selected artworks from the Barnes collection 

• A written statement describing the math strategies used to make the model 

• A photograph of the model  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
C L I C K  H E R E  O R  S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  A B O V E  T O  R E G I S T E R !  

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lW6vAv-GQkuYbhloglPVTVuT75VhLfNFqzVHZ5SFpIVUMzdaTkFMNlZMTVc0TVdMRVY1SlVFWk9MQi4u
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I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

October 25, 2025: Registration Opens 

January 30, 2026: Registration Deadline 

April 10, 2026: Digital Submission Deadline  

April 13–17, 2026: Model Drop-Off at the Barnes 

May 3, 2026: Art of Math Challenge at PECO Free First Sunday Family Day at the Barnes 

  

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S  

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE ART OF MATH CHALLENGE?  

Students in grade 1–12 are eligible to participate. Teachers must register their students as a group. 

Each group must have three or more students, and all students should be in the same grade, as judging 

is based on grade band. Teachers may register a maximum of six groups. 

WHAT IS PECO FREE FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY DAY?  

The Barnes offers free admission and family programming on the first Sunday of every month. On May 

3, 2026, the Barnes will host an Art of Math–themed family day with musical entertainment, a display 

of qualifying models, and award ceremonies celebrating participants throughout the day. 

HOW IS THE COMPETITION JUDGED?  

There are two categories: Creative Math Strategy and Artistic Design. The Creative Math Strategy 

award is judged by Barnes staff and Philadelphia educators. The Artistic Design award is decided by a 

guest artist. Models will be on display in the Annenberg Court at the PECO Free First Sunday Family Day 

event. All Art of Math models will also be featured on our online student art gallery after the event.   

WHAT IF I HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?  

Contact us at education@barnesfoundation.org for more information. 
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