
VIRGINIA STAR ✰ Wednesday, April 6, 2016 ✰ PAGE 3 

135 W. Jackson Street
Gate City, VA 24251
(276) 386-1150

DREAM

BIG
We’ll help.

Meet Our Mortgage Specialist

Amy L. Osborne
Mortgage Loan Officer

alosborne@fcbinc.com
Work Ph: 276-676-5067 
Cell Ph: 276-791-8078

NMLS# 491088

135 W. Jackson St. • Gate City, VA 24251
fcbresource.com

NMLS# 423539

800-552-0022800-552-0022

Years

O TE UN RI SH ,S  INN

CU S

Many more trips from 1 Day to 30 Days.
Call and Visit our Website Today!
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Call for a Pick-up Location Near to You!Call for a Pick-up Location Near to You!
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Sunshinewww.GoSunshineTours.comwww. .comGo ToursSunshine

May 9-12 Golden Isles of Georgia ..................................................................795
May 10-13 Tulip Festival / Holland, MI ..............................................................595
May 10-29 San Francisco, CA & The Pacific Northwest ..............................2,695
May 12-15 Baseball/ 3 Stadiums/ Orioles/ Phillies/ Nationals........................675
May 17-21 Hudson River / West Point / Culinary Institute..............................825
May 22-28 Branson, MO / America's Music Show Capital...........................1,150
Jun 8-12 Kentucky Bluegrass / Renfro Valley ..............................................795
Jun 11-20 Nova Scotia & The Atlantic Provinces ........................................1,525
Jun 11-21 Seattle Northwest Fly / Land........................................................2,575
Jun 12-18 Niagara Falls / Montreal & Quebec..............................................1,150
Jun 17-18 SSSHH! It's a Secret ........................................................................375
Jun 18-26 Michigan & The Grand Hotel / Chicago ......................................1,675

Sunshine ToursSunshine Tours
TAKE A TRIP OF A LIFETIME OR JUST A ONE DAY GETAWAY.

 WE HAVE A TRIP FOR YOU. 

TAKE A TRIP OF A LIFETIME OR JUST A ONE DAY GETAWAY.
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county in East Ten-
nessee. Her vision was 
to foster a love of read-
ing among her county’s 
preschool children and 
their families by provid-
ing them with the gift of 
a specially selected book 
each month.

By mailing high qual-
ity, age-appropriate books 

directly to their homes, 
she wanted children to be 
excited about books and to 
feel the magic that books 
can create. Moreover, she 
could insure that every 
child would have books, 
regardless of their fam-
ily’s income.

In 2000, Parton opened 
up the program to other 
localities to replicate 
through the Dollywood 
Foundation and Lunsford 
organized the Scott Coun-
ty Imagination Library, 
the first program in Vir-
ginia.

According to Starnes, a 
donation of $30 will spon-
sor a child for a year.

Currently there are 

350 children in Scott 
County enrolled in the 
program at a projected 
cost of $10,500 annu-
ally. More than 1,600 lo-
cal communities provide 
the Imagination Library 
to over 750,000 children 
each and every month.

“I would love to have 
more children enrolled 
in Imagination Library,” 
noted Starnes. “I’m sure 
there are many children 
in our county that are not 
enrolled. All the parents 
need to do is complete an 
application, which we can 
mail to their home or they 
can picked up at the of-
fice.”

Statistics and indepen-

dent reports have shown 
Imagination Library 
drastically improves ear-
ly childhood literacy for 
children enrolled in the 
program. Further stud-
ies have shown improved 
scores during early litera-
cy testing.

“There is definite proof 
that reading to children 
from birth on leads to an 
increase in their future 
success,” Starnes added. 
“Their brains are like 
sponges they just absorb 
all the knowledge and it 
helps prepare them for 
their future life.”

While AppCAA coordi-
nates the program, all do-
nations are used strictly 
for the Imagination Li-
brary. Starnes stressed 
that an AppCAA employ-
ee is assigned to handle 

the project and the orga-
nization covers the em-
ployee costs.

She also stated that 
without the financial 
assistance of the Scott 
County School Board, 
Scott County Board of 
Supervisors, the Scott 
County Retired Teachers 
Association and the Ro-
tary Club of Scott County, 
the program could not 
continue.

“We are so thankful 
to have the support of 
the Scott County Board 
of Supervisors, the Scott 
County School Board, 
Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation and the Rotary 
Club,” Starnes said. “But 
private donations certain-
ly help us meet the needs 
of these children. All do-
nations are spent strictly 

on books, postage and fees 
associated with imple-
mentation of the Imagi-
nation Library program.”

She added that any 
funds not expended in a 
year are rolled over to the 
next year’s budget.

“One hundred percent 
of your donation will go 
toward program expenses 
because AppCCA covers 
all administrative costs,” 
Starnes concluded.

Donations can be 
mailed to Appalachian 
Community Action, Imag-
ination Library, P.O. Box 
279, Gate City, Va. 24251. 
All checks should be ear-
marked for Imagination 
Library.

For additional informa-
tion, contact Patricia Jobe 
at 452-2441.GC Students Learn Financial 

Education With Online Program
Learning the value of a 

dollar is an important les-
son for all and a program 
in use at Gate City High 
School is teaching stu-
dents how to spend and 
save wisely.

In 2011, the Common-
wealth of Virginia be-
gan including financial 
literacy courses in their 
required curriculum for 
high school students. The 
inclusion of these classes 
in addition to traditional 
academic courses is in-
tended to give students 
a broader education that 
better prepares them for 
life when they graduate.

For Debbie Kilgore, 
Family and Consumer 
Science teacher at Gate 
City High School, teach-
ing students financial re-
sponsibility has always 
been a priority.

In her search to find 
ways to give her students 
real-life scenarios for 
managing money, Kilgore 
stumbled upon a software 
program geared towards 
high school students 
called Banzai. The pro-
gram, which is being used 
in classrooms across the 
United States is intended 
to give students a realis-
tic and engaging educa-
tion on personal finances.

Classroom situations 
are great for learning 
general concepts, but 
how often does a student 
actually get to do what 
they hear? Banzai helps 
students simulate the 
experience of spending 
their own money in real 
life. That way, students’ 
learning will extend be-
yond the class.

When beginning the 
program, Kilgore’s stu-
dents take a computer-
based pretest that allows 

both the student and 
teacher to have an under-
standing of their financial 
knowledge. After com-
pleting the pretest, stu-
dents begin an interactive 
life scenario section that 
presents realistic situa-
tions including making 
an income, paying bills 
and handling emergency 
financial situations.

Finally, once students 
have mastered the life 
scenarios, students be-
gin the game portion of 
the software. Although, 
as the name alludes, the 
game portion is intended 
to be fun, it is also quite 
challenging.

Students are given 
more independence in 
this portion, which allows 
them the opportunity to 
make decisions and re-
sult in catastrophic vir-
tual financial failure if 
they’re not careful. The 
point being that it’s pref-
erable for students to lose 
everything they have in a 
computer program rather 
than years later in real-
life.

Although Kilgore be-
gan using the software 
when she found it inde-
pendently, her students 
have been able to continue 
reaping the benefits of the 
program through spon-
sorship from the Bank of 
Scott County.

“I think anytime the 
community can do some-
thing to work with the 
school system to help us 
help students, that’s a 
great thing. I appreciate 
any of the local banks 
that will donate their 
time,” Kilgore explained.

In addition to sponsor-
ing the program, Kilgore 
often has representatives 
from the Bank of Scott 

County and other local 
banks come to her class to 
guest lecture her students 
and provide an additional 
dimension to their finan-
cial literacy education. 
The impacts of proper 
financial education can 
reverberate throughout 
a community, benefiting 
businesses, banks and 
consumers alike.

As Kilgore explained, 
“It’s in their interest 
too for our students to 
become educated in fi-
nances, so when they are 
adults they’re managing 
and handling their money 
in a responsible way. It 
helps everyone.”


