
Bank Street’s Newest  

Picture Name Position at Bank 
Street 

Hometown Favorite Book If you see me in 
the hall talk/ask 

me about… 

 Gretchen 
Adams 

Administrative 
Coordinator in the 
Graduate School 

Orange, 
California 

I know Why the 
Caged Bird 
Sings  

Any good books 
you're reading or 
art shows you've 
seen 

 

Natacha 
Blanchet 

Humanities Teacher 
in the Upper School 
in the School for 
Children 

New York in 
the Winter and 
Colorado in the 
Summer 

The God of 
Small Things 

Food and 
restaurants  

 Meghan 
Cliffel 

Chief Strategy 
Officer 

Cleveland, 
Ohio 

And The Band 
Played On and 
Random Family 

Her daughter, 
dog, running or 
just about 
anything 

 Kristina 
DeMichael 

Assistant Teacher in 
the School for 
Children (3/4s) 

Lakeland, 
Florida 

The Scaredy 
Squirrel Books 

Her dogs 

 Chiara 
DiLello 

Assistant Teacher in 
the School for 
Children (9/10s) 

Upper West 
Side, New York 

A Wrinkle in 
Time  

Museum 
education, theater 
experiences, 
poetry and 
commuting by 
bike 

 Sara Edlin Assistant Teacher in 
the School for 
Children (3/4s) 

Austin, Texas A Prayer for 
Owen Meany 

Gardening 

 Alyson Hill Assistant Teacher in 
the School for 
Children (7/8s) 

Bethlehem, 
Connecticut 

Axle Anne New Zealand 

 

Douglas 
Knecht 

Executive Director 
of the Bank Street 
Center for 
Education 

Maplewood, 
New Jersey 

Huckleberry 
Finn and Lila: 
An Inquiry into 
Morals 

Humanities 
Preparatory 
Academy, a 
transfer high 
school he helped 
build and teach at  



 

Halie 
Lieberman 

Assistant Teacher in 
the Family Center 

Los Angeles, 
California  

Charlotte’s 
Webb 

Reality TV 

 Emma Marks Assistant Teacher in 
the School for 
Children (6/7s) 

Brookline, 
Massachusetts  

My Sister’s 
Keeper 

Books or movies 

 Daniel 
Mieszczanski 

Assistant Teacher in 
the School for 
Children (7/8s) 

Bronx, New 
York 

Conversations 
with God 

The upcoming 
NBA season 

 Matthieu 
Moss 

Math/Science 
Teacher in the 
Upper School in the 
School for Children 

Buckland in 
Western 
Massachusetts 

No specific 
favorite but 
Matt enjoys 
books in the 
high fantasy 
and sci fi 
genres  

Math, science, 
games of all sorts, 
running, 
basketball and 
sports in general 

 

Michael 
O’Keefe 

Making Pre-K 
Count/Kindergarten 
Math Club 
Facilitator 

Warwick, New 
York 

Slaughterhouse 
Five 

Ask him if he’s 
been keeping up 
with running and 
what movies he’s 
seen recently  

 

Efrain Padilla Head Teacher of 
Physical Education 
in the School for 
Children  

Brooklyn, New 
York 

The Screwtape 
Letters 

Game of Thrones, 
politics, sports, 
and the Walking 
Dead 

 Charles 
Ritchie 

Program Counselor 
for Liberty Leads 

Cold Spring, 
New York  

In the Heart of 
the Sea 

Historic ships, 
adventure, the 
outdoors, drama, 
comedy and all 
things peculiar 
about this world 

 Eve Selver-
Kassell 

Learning Specialist 
in the School for 
Children 

New York City, 
New York 

The History of 
Love 

Books or her one 
year old daughter 



 

Gabrielle 
Shatan 

Psychologist in the 
School for Children 

New York City, 
New York 

Little Blue and 
Little Yellow, 
His Dark 
Materials and 
A Short History 
of Nearly 
Everything 

Kids, skiing, art, 
pop culture, and 
books  

 

Priya 
Sitaraman 

Head Teacher in the 
School for Children 
(9/10s) 

New York City, 
New York 

The Amazing 
Adventures of 
Kavalier and 
Clay 

Flying a plane this 
summer  

 Ali Spike Teacher Aide in the 
Family Center 

Dix Hills, New 
York  

Harry Potter 
series or 
anything by 
Jody Picoult  

Game of Thrones, 
spinning or 
anything 

 Caroline 
Tatsuno 

Assistant Teacher 
and Replacement 
Head Teacher in the 
School for Children 
8/9s  

Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

East of Eden How to train a 
puppy 

 

Joshua 
Thomases 

Dean of Innovation 
Policy and Research 

Brooklyn, New 
York 

Autobiography 
of Nelson 
Mandela 

Anything but 
especially my two 
sons ages 4.5 and 
almost 7 

 Michelle 
Tompson 

Making Pre-K 
Count/Classroom 
Coach 

Yonkers, New 
York 

The Color of 
Water 

Her work as a 
classroom coach 

 Justin Tyack Vice President of 
Strategy and 
Operations 

Columbus, 
Ohio 

To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

His eight nieces 
and nephews 

 Shannon 
Vazquez 

Psychoeducational 
Specialist for the 
Graduate School 

Queens, New 
York 

Won’t Fade 
Away 

Food, family and 
snorkeling  

 Charles 
Vergara 

Coordinator of 
Educational 
Technology in the 
School for Children  

New York City 
(on 110th 
Street), New 
York 

Confederacy of 
Dunces 

His baby boy, 
technology, and 
the Andes and the 
Amazon 



 

Dawn 
Wheatley 

Coordinator of the 
Middle School in the 
School for Children 

East 
Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts 

Charlotte’s 
Webb 

Her weekend bike 
rides with the 
New York Cycle 
Club 

 Katharine 
Wheeler 

Humanities Teacher 
in the Upper School 
in the School for 
Children 

Trumbull, 
Connecticut 

The Alchemist The Peace Corps 
and her eleven 
month old named 
Alexander 

 


