
2013-2014 Year in Review

Dear Friends,

The 2013-14 school year was full of many accomplishments on the part of our 
students, faculty, and community, and I thank everyone for their tremendous 
support and active participation!

As an integral component of Bank Street College of Education, the School for 
Children offers students a unique and unparalleled school experience. Children are 
truly at the center of the curriculum, and interactive learning for the heart and mind 
provides the context for the absolute best in progressive education.

Enjoy reading about the outstanding and impressive highlights from the recent 
school year. Many thanks to the faculty, children and parents who all worked hard 
to contribute to our achievements. 

Sincerely,

Alexis S. Wright, Dean, Children’s Programs
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The SFC Class of 2010 attended their Off-to-College 
reunion in May, and our alumni are headed to the 
following colleges and universities:

Congratulations to the School for Children’s Class of 
2014! Our graduates will attend the following high 
schools:



Academics 

After an almost two-year process which 
included a self-study report and a four day 
visit from peers at neighboring 
independent schools, the School for 
Children was reaccredited fully by the 

New York State Association of Independent Schools. The 
report of the Decennial Visiting Committee affirmed that the 
school is in a strong position and in addition to commending 
our work, both the self-study and the visiting committee 
report made recommendations for continued success; the 
recommendations will provide a blueprint for future work in 
order to strengthen and sustain the School for Children into 
the future. Many thanks to all of the faculty and parents who 
participated in the accreditation process.

 The National Geographic Society identified the 7/8s Hudson 
River curriculum as an exemplar of geo-literacy, and we 
embarked on a partnership with National Geographic 
where time-lapse cameras were installed in one of the 7/8s 
classrooms in order to capture the children’s construction 
of the Hudson River model. Once edited, the footage will be 
used to help train teachers in the field of geo-literacy. This 
exciting venture is an outgrowth of our work with Dr. Jenny 
Ingber, the Director of Science Education in the Graduate 

School, who has been instrumental in helping us to enhance 
the Middle School science curriculum.

 We have formed a team of faculty who will serve as the 
School for Children Brain-Based Research team. The team 
will further expand on our foundation of brain research 
and how it connects to our daily work in the classroom. 
By participating in professional development focusing 
specifically on brain-based research and cognitive 
development, the team will amass a body of knowledge 
about how brain-based research can inform progressive 
teaching and will help ensure that our challenging and 
dynamic curriculum continues to remain at the forefront 

of progressive education. Congratulations to faculty team 
members Betsy Blachly, Greg David, Jenel Giles, Emily Linsay, 
Ali McKersie, Dave Mortimer, Edna Moy, and Maria Richa.

 For the 4th consecutive year, the 12/13s performed original 
poems at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe on the Lower East 
Side. The performance was the culmination of two months 

of work, beginning with writing and revising poems in 
the classroom and at home, and then progressing to 
collaboration with the talented and charismatic poet, 
Advocate of Wordz, who is affiliated with the Poets Cafe. 

 We have been planning for the 1:1 Chromebook pilot 
program in the 11/12s—stay tuned for the roll-out in 
the fall. This increased access to technology will support 
collaboration and provide flexibility and customization for 
the 11/12s as they use technology to enhance their learning.

 Teachers Sasha Elias and Tracy Pearl established a peer-
tutoring program in the 13/14s. The students worked with 
other children throughout the Upper and Middle Schools in 
areas such as math, reading and organization. 

 Roz Lee, a SFC parent and the Senior Program Officer for 
Racial and Gender Justice at the Arcus Foundation graciously 
volunteered to meet with the faculty in order to help educate 
us about issues of gender identity in children. Roz shared 
her expertise and responded to questions in meetings with 
Lower, Middle and Upper School faculty.

 Thirteen summer stipends for curriculum development and 
documentation were awarded to faculty across the three 
divisions of the school. The project areas that will be addressed 
range from curriculum mapping in Spanish and French to helping 
to develop a “parenting toolbox” for Lower School parents.

 Visiting authors this year in the SFC included Kevin Henkes 
(The Year of Billy Miller, which won the Newbery Honor), Jon 
Scieszka and Mac Barnett (Battle Bunny), Annie Barrows (Ivy 
and Bean Make the Rules), and Deborah Heiligman (The Boy 
Who Loved Math).
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Faculty & 
Staff 

What happens when teachers take 
ownership of their own professional 
development through action research? 
That is the focus of a joint study with SFC 
faculty and Robin Hummel, Director of the 

Leadership in Mathematics Education program in the 
Graduate School. Robin is writing her doctoral dissertation on 
action research, which gives educators the opportunity to 
explore educational questions that are important to the 
growth of their practice. This collaboration is another 
example of the academic and intellectual connections 
between the SFC and the Graduate School.

 The School held a retirement celebration for Michael 
Ginsburg, PE teacher, coach and folk dance teacher who 

retired after teaching in the SFC for 32 years. The same 
celebration also paid tribute to retiring psychologist Dr. Anne 
Santa and her 41-year career in education.

 Over the course of the 2014 summer, the entire SFC faculty 
and staff will have participated in a workshop called Undoing 
Racism. This training is considered the “gold-standard” of 
diversity training for educators.

 The School for Children had a strong showing at the 2013 
Progressive Educator’s Network Conference in Los Angeles. 
Five faculty members made presentations about different 
aspects of the School for Children curriculum in front of an 
international audience of teachers and educators.

 A new publication from the National Association of 
Independent Schools titled Diversity Work in Independent 
Schools – The Practice and The Practitioner contains a chapter 
co-authored by Dean Alexis Wright. The chapter is called “A 
Look Back—and Forward—at Diversity Work: Perspectives 
from the Head’s Office.”

 We lost a beloved member of our community in May when After 
School Director Linda Lake passed away unexpectedly. Linda 
was remembered by faculty and families at a special memorial 
service that was a tribute to Linda’s life and work in education.

Diversity & 
Community

For the second year in a row, Upper School 
students participated in the annual Day of 
Silence, a day of action in which students 
across the country take a vow of silence to 
call attention to the silencing effect of 

anti-LGBT bullying and harassment in schools. Many thanks 
to SFC alumna Eliana Gayle-Schneider, class of 2013, who 
returned to Bank Street to help organize students with the 
effort.

 Also for the second year in a row, led by the LGBTA Affinity 
Group, SFC faculty and families participated in the NYC Gay 
Pride Parade. 

 As a final reflection and “gift” to the school, graduating 
students who identify as people of color and participated in 
the Kids of Color Affinity group put together a poster called 
“HOW TO BE AN ALLY”. The poster is on display on the 4th 
floor, and there is a framed copy in Alexis’ office. Please be 
sure to take a minute to read their words.

 The Parents Association once again sponsored a renowned 
speaker for the community this year. Many thanks to 
internationally recognized author and researcher Peg Tyre, 
who spoke to faculty and families on the topic of the culture 
of boys in schools.

 The Touched By Adoption Affinity Group hosted two very 
successful presentations. The first was presentation titled 
“Things I Wish My Parents and Teachers Had Known: A Panel 

Discussion With Adult Adoptees.” The second was a screening 
of the documentary Closure, which focuses on a trans-racial 
adoptee who seeks out her birth mother.

 In April a “pod” from Bank Street composed of students, 
alumni, faculty, administrators, parents and Trustees 
represented the SFC at the annual Dalton School Diversity 
Conference. This year, the theme of the conference was 
socioeconomic diversity in independent schools.  

 With over 20 acts, the annual talent show has continued to 
evolve beautifully into an all-school tradition! 

Building the Lenape wigwam together
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Arts & 
Sports

This year’s 13/14s musical was The Wizard 
of Oz, which the students produced and in 
which they starred. Complete with song, 
dance, special effects and a smoke 
machine, it was a creative and wonderful 

staged performance. 
 Our instrumental music program continues to grow—we now 

have over 40 children in the instrumental program, and we look 
forward to adding trumpet and trombone in the coming year.

 The annual Egypt plays in the 9/10s were once again written 
and produced by the 9/10s themselves. The plays are the 
culmination of the children’s interdisciplinary study of Egypt, 
and they allow the students to display their knowledge and 
creativity.

 We enjoyed a wonderful collection of Parent Band 
Assemblies in all three divisions this year. Thank you to our 
parent musicians for sharing music with the children.

 The annual Laura Adasko Lenzner Art Residency visiting artist 
was Harriette Cole, a current SFC parent. Harriette worked 
with 11/12s students and faculty on the art of crocheting. 

 The annual Alex Cohen Performing Arts Program introduced 
Middle and Upper School students to the language 
of Shakespeare, as the children were entertained by 
Shakespeare & Company, a performance troupe from 
Massachusetts. The 12/13s got to participate in a special 
workshop focused on Shakespeare’s plays. The Lower 
School enjoyed a day of working with a group of storytellers 
from the Hudson Valley.

 Congratulations to the girls’ varsity basketball team for 
winning 11 of 12 games this year!

 We added another sports offering to our Interscholastic 
Athletic Program in the Upper School. The Running Club 
proved to be highly popular for many students and was an 
excellent complement to our soccer, basketball, volleyball, 
and softball teams. 

Development 
& Alumni 

After receiving a challenge grant from an 
anonymous current parent, parent 
participation in this year’s Annual Fund 
skyrocketed to 97%! Congratulations to 
all, and many thanks to our generous 

donor who helped to spur on the community and in the 
process, also contributed $16,000 to support faculty 
professional development opportunities. Parent 
participation in the Annual Fund had been at 89% for the 
past three consecutive years, and 97% is a tremendous 
number that is indicative of the strong parent support of 
the school and its programs.

 The Annual Fund topped its goal, raising more than 
$800,000 this year. Thank you to our community of givers 
and volunteers!

 Progress in significantly increasing the School for Children’s 
endowment continues—the campaign, Securing A 
Progressive Future, achieved a major milestone, raising just 
over $7 million on our way to the $8 million goal. We were 
thrilled this year to receive the largest gift in the School’s 
history, a gift of $1 million for the campaign. We are all 
looking forward to the coming community phase of the 
Campaign. 

 The Annual Spring Auction had 300 enthusiastic attendees 
this year and raised more than $175,000 for the Annual 
Fund. Grant-A-Wish was devoted to raising funds for the 
new School for Children Brain-Based Research initiative, 
with over $35,000 being raised to help support that 
project.

 Congratulations to the Class of 2014! They raised $18,010 
for the 13/14s Class Gift, with 85% parent participation. 
This is a record amount, the highest ever raised by a 
graduating class. The class designated their gift to the 
Rudy Jordan Opportunity Fund, which supports financial 
aid for SFC students and is a wonderful tribute to Rudy, the 
former Dean of Children’s Programs, who retired in 2008.

 In June, an alumni reunion for the classes of 2004, 1999, 
1994, 1989, 1984, and 1979, celebrating, respectively, 
their 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, and 35th reunions took 
place on a beautiful early summer evening on the playdeck. 
Alumni returned to Bank Street for a festive barbecue 
and to catch up with each other, as well as with current 
and former SFC teachers and staff. Many brought their 
families with them, making for a wonderful party and an 
opportunity to reconnect with their Bank Street roots!

Middle School musicians


