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Library Annual Report 2011-2012 

 

Library Renovations : We 
began the year with major 
aesthetic renovations of the 
library and staff offices. This work 
was long overdue, especially in 
light of the flood that took place 
in 2008. Kahn Architecture & 
Design planned out the space and 
procured the furniture. To start, 
every book was taken out of the 
children’s room, and all the 
shelving was taken away so 
carpeting and painting could take 
place. We chose the color 
“Celery Ice” which was a 
controversial decision to say the least. We weren’t sure how the green walls would fit in with 
the orange steel book shelves. We were pleasantly surprised and relieved at how well the 
room came together in the end. The orange shelving looks great against the green and after we 
hung children’s art in the room and added the book collection back in, the warmth of the 
environment was much improved.  A sprinkler system and new ceiling were installed. The main 
library underwent major change as well. Two offices were built in the northwest corner of the 
library. These offices now house the archivist and the reference librarian. The library walls were 
painted a butter yellow color that also provided a more pleasant aesthetic environment to 
work in.  In addition, we removed the boxy study carrels that had been situated in the library 
since the building was erected in the 1970’s. We replaced them with modern computer 
workstation desks on the south side, and wooden tables on the north side which allow for 
group work. Each corner of the library now has either a sofa and table, or relaxing chairs to sit 
on. Staff offices were next. New paint and carpets and even a new sink rejuvenated the back 
room. By the start of the school year, every book, computer, printer, and chair was back in 
place, ready for the students. Our hats go off to the amazing Physical Plant staff who worked 
tirelessly to make sure everything went smoothly and to our satisfaction.  
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Staffing: The library team held together with no major changes in staffing. However we sadly 
note that our previous technical services librarian, Frank Jolliffe, who had left us after a long 
illness, passed away on February 8, 2012.  

Committees: Librarians and support staff alike were involved in various College 
committees. Peter Hare represented the library on the IMP committee, Nora Gaines sat on the 
Curriculum committee, and Lisa Von Drasek served on the SFC technology committee and on 
the Executive Board of the Children’s Book Committee.  Lisa also was selected to sit on the 
Faculty Senate planning committee. Carol Van Houten co-chaired Staff Council (second year). 
Audrey Pryce chaired the Diversity committee and also was a member of Staff Council. Lindsey 
Wyckoff was on the exhibits committee. Kristin served on the Content Solutions Task Force. 

Collections:  

• Physical: As of June 30, 2012, the Library held 116,053 volumes – 48,905 adult books 
and 67,148 children’s books. In addition, the Library owns 6593 nonprint items, such as 
electronic books, DVDs and CDs. We subscribe to 154 journals, down from 319 last 
year. Budget cuts have resulted in a significant downsizing of the print collection of 
journals. The impact on our patrons has been minimal however, as most articles are 
sought and found in electronic format. 
 

• Electronic: The Library subscribes to 30 databases that allow full-text access to 34,000 
journals. We also provide access to 3576 electronic books through our library catalog. 

• Archives: The Bank Street College Archives contains the institutional records of Bank 
Street College of Education as well as historical materials relating to the College. The 
collection documents the history and evolution of the College from 1916 to the 

present. Materials in the collection include: official divisional 
administrative records, faculty and staff papers, audio-visual 

materials, photographs, and artifacts. This year, the archivist 
moved from the 10th floor to the 5th floor. The materials that 
are most sought after by researchers and those in immediate 
need of processing also moved to the 5th floor. The archives 
consist of 670 linear feet of materials – which includes 3 special 
collections: The Edith Lisolette Gordon papers, the Child Study 
Association of America Collection, and the Lillian Dropkin 
Weber papers. In addition, the archivist has created several 

digital collections, expanding access to important historical documents to researchers 
beyond the walls of the College. 
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Services 

Reference: The reference desk is available from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm Monday through 
Thursday, as well as all day on Fridays and Saturdays. We average about 552 reference 
transactions per week, with the highest overall reference needs in July, and the lowest in 
August. We are noticing that reference questions are becoming less about research and more 
about finding specific books or articles.  

Children’s Services: Lisa taught 16 SFC classes per week in the library and gave book talks 
and research lessons to the upper school students in their classrooms. She and the other 
librarians also act as reader’s advisors to the students, their parents and caregivers.  

Circulation and Reserves: The library circulated 78,033 items this year, including 2198 
reserve book transactions. We still circulate reserve hard copy articles from our files, but this 
practice has been ebbing for several years now 

Library orientations: Librarians offer 10 or so library orientations each semester. The goal of 
the short class is to acquaint our students with our various collections, library policy, and the 
ins and outs of accessing materials from home, renewing online, setting up holds, and managing 
individual library accounts. Some of our orientations are geared specifically toward database 
research or APA citation methods. 

What we’ve accomplished this year: 

EReserves – We’ve noted growth in ereserves this year. We maintained 30 ereserves course 
pages with a total of 242 documents. The process of managing copyright, fair use and 

permissions issues has continued to be refined. There is an online faculty request form on our 
website which asks for specific citation information and details.  

Koha Conference – For the second year in a row, the Library hosted the users group of the 
Koha ILS (Integrated Library System) software which was sponsored by WALDO (Westchester 
Academic Library Directors Organization) and PTFS, the software provider. On August 6th and 
7th 60 people attended the 2 day conference to learn about enhancements to the software and 
discuss the direction of future developments. (Breakfast and lunch provided by Chef Chad). 

Copyright – Nora and Kristin presented “Copyright: Rights and Responsibilities – A Refresher 
from the Library” at the December faculty meeting.  They also attended 2 panel sessions at 
Columbia University on March 27th on the obligation of institutions to exercise their fair use 
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rights. The event, which was organized by the University’s Copyright Advisory Office under the 
direction of Kenneth Crews, brought together a range of experts who urged the audience to 
use rational risk management when making decisions about fair use, and to embrace their rights 
even though the copyright legal landscape is often ambiguous. They were introduced to the 
Association of Research Libraries “Code of Best Practices in Fair Use for Academic and 
Research Libraries.”  The Code was given to Cabinet for review and institutional adoption. 

Investing in Online Services: After much investigating and testing, the Library purchased 
resource gathering software called “LibGuides.” LibGuides (renamed Research Guides on our 
website) enable librarians to gather together a multitude of resources on a particular topic into 
one place. The resources can include books from our collection, database articles, video, 
websites, pictures, etc.  We are pleased to note the positive feedback we have gotten from 

faculty and students alike and think the 
timing of the purchase was right. We have 
been of the mindset to scale back on print 
resources and continue to invest in digital 
assets.  Our book catalog now holds another 
3500 electronic book records from Ebrary. 

These books are available to the user just by clicking the link within the record. The books 
were purchased as a package of titles from the early childhood education and child 
development and psychology list.  

Archives : As part of the library renovations, the archivist’s office was moved from the 10th 
floor to a newly built space in the northwest corner of the library. Along with the office, a small 
storage area was built which now houses materials that are being processed, materials that are 
popular with researchers, and those with preservation concerns that require a controlled 

climate. With monies from a Documentary Heritage Project grant that the archivist secured we 
hired an assistant to help complete the processing of the papers of Lillian Weber, Elaine 
Wickens, and Selma Sapir. In addition, to complete a National Endowment of the Humanities 
(NEH) grant, we hired a consultant to write a preservation needs assessment of the Archives 
which will be the basis of 2 more NEH grant proposals for the purchase of preservation 
supplies. The archivist accessioned more than 27 boxes of materials, including significant 
donations of new Long Trip materials from Carol Hillman, faculty papers from Dick Feldman 
and Pubs and Media Group materials from Elisabeth Jakab. The archives also received the first 
donation of born digital materials (from Pubs and Media).  

http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/
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Physical collection: The world of the videotape seems to be coming to an abrupt end. We 
weeded the entire collection of children’s videotapes which were in disuse. We also discarded 
the audiotape collection of children’s books, which were replaced with audio CD’s. In fact, the 
“books on tape” collection of children’s books, now on CD, has grown tremendously over the 
last year. These are beloved by many parents in the School for Children who borrow many at a 
time, especially just before school vacations. Throughout the year, the various VCR’s in the 
building, used by faculty for classroom teaching, began to break down. They are not being 
replaced.  Instead, DVDs or streamed (online) content is being encouraged. It became 
imperative that the Library purchase new DVDs as quickly as possible.  We started by 
evaluating use to see where to begin the task. Heavily used videos were purchased first.  This is 
an expensive process: the DVDs range in price from $30 to $425.  

Center for Children’s Literature : Lisa Von Drasek received (with Jeannie Crowley) an 
Innova Grant from the College to create an e-book. The book – a product of the work of the 
Children’s Book Committee - was finished and launched – “Books to Read Aloud with Children 

of all Ages” – and is available through Amazon. The Center also 
piloted an international, webcast author’s visit with Jeff Kinney 
(Diary of a Wimpy Kid) that 800 schools participated in. We 
organized our second successful BookFest at Bank Street – 
featuring authors Jules Feiffer and Norton Juster – who are 
celebrating the 50th birthday of “The Phantom Tollbooth.” The 
Center also launched a new children’s book award called The 
Cook Prize. This award was created in memory of Don Cook, 
Graduate School faculty member whose passion for science and 
exploration was felt by everyone who spoke with him, and 

Michael Cook (no relation), School for Children Science and Math Coordinator who seemed to 

seamlessly weave his math and science teaching into all of his interactions with children and 
teachers alike. Both men had long and distinguished careers at Bank Street. The Cook Prize 
honors the best science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) picture book published for 
children aged eight to ten. It is the only national children's choice award honoring a STEM book.  

 

CCL Events  

BookFest at Bank Street – October 29th (which happened to be the day of the worst 
snowstorm of the year!). While the snow was literally pouring from the sky the entire day, we 
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hosted 150 participants who got to spend time with Norton Juster and Jules Feiffer, attend 2 
panel discussions, “Comic Books for the Very Young” and “Greek Myths Retold”, sit in on 
small discussion groups of various topics, get their books signed, and enjoy a fabulous lunch by 
Chef Chad.  

CBC Award Ceremony – February 23rd . 115 invited guests attended the Children’s Book 
Committee annual award ceremony. Each year, the Committee selects 3 books out of their 
outstanding-books-of-the-year list for 3 awards, The Josette Frank Award for fiction, The Flora 
Stieglitz Straus Award for nonfiction, and The Claudia Lewis Award for poetry. 

Irma Black Award and Inaugural Cook Prize – May 17th. 200 people came to help us 
honor the best picture book of the year for the Irma Black Award and to 
launch the Cook Prize for the best STEM picture book for 8 to 10 year 
olds. Both of these awards are children’s choice awards, where children 
from all over the country and as far away as Hawaii voted for their 
favorite (“What Animals Really Like,” written and illustrated by Fiona 
Robinson). The very first Cook Prize went to “Balloons Over Broadway,” 
written and illustrated by Melissa Sweet. 

 

Looking Ahead 

We will continue to expand the scope of the Center for Children’s Literature – this year 
bringing the Writers Lab into the fold. The Writers Lab provides a supportive workshop haven 
where published authors can critique each other’s works-in-progress and encourage each other 
in their striving for excellence. The members meet monthly with little interaction with the 

College. The Center will improve the visibility of the Lab and find ways to expand membership 
to include interested SFC and GS faculty and Children’s Book Committee Members.  

The Library is committed to providing greater access to digital content  – focusing on streaming 
video and offering more electronic books and articles. Our goal is to enhance access to 
resources, including theses, while keeping in mind good website design and usability so our 
patrons can find the resources we’d like them to use. To that end, the library is continually 
monitoring and evaluating the functionality of the website. We get positive feedback on the 
navigability of the site, but we have many ideas for improvement.  
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Bank Street Library Facts and Figures 

Income: $19,465 

• Overdue and lost book charges: $13,741 
• All other revenue: $5,724 

 

 

Materials expenditures: $122,032 

• Adult print: $18,825 
• Serials: $47,736 
• Adult online materials: $50,146 
• Children’s print: $3,321 
• Children’s online materials: $2,004 
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Center for Children’s Literature Income and Expenditures 

 

CCL Budget 

Income: $3,020 

Retail Sales (e-book): $301 

Contributions: $2,719 

Expenses: $1,830 

 

BookFest 

Income: $17,175 

Fund Balance from previous year: 
$5,100 

Contributions: $2000 

Registration Fees: $10,075 

Expenses: $5,395 

Children’s Book Committee 

Income: $5,155 

Endowment : $249 

Contributions: $3,860 

Revenue: $1,046 

Expenses: $3,154 

 

Irma Black Award and Cook Prize 

Income: $6700 

Endowment: $5,500 

Contributions: $1,200 

Expenses: $1,236 
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Library Collections 

• Print volumes: 116,053 (48,905 adult; 67,148 children’s) 
• E-books: 3,576 
• Current journal and other serial titles: 31,357 (154 print titles; 31,203 electronic) 
• Videos/DVDs/Sound Recordings: 3017 
• Digital Resources : 30 databases, 132 archival documents 
• Archival materials : approx. 670 linear feet. 

 

Library Services 

• Reference transactions: 552 per week, on average 
• Circulation checkouts and renewals: 78,033 

(32,603 adult materials ; 45,430 children’s materials 
• InterLibrary Loan: Items borrowed from other libraries for Bank Street users: 120; 

Items lent to other libraries: 316 
• Library Hours during the academic year: 67 per week 

 

Space 

User Seats: 105 

Public computers: 30 

 

Staff 

Librarians: 7 

Support staff: 5 

 


