
 
 
Library Annual Report July 2010 - June 2011 
 
 
Staffing - We said goodbye to Ramona Texidor, our longtime circulation 
assistant who was such a friendly face to so many children coming through the 
school. Alex Iwachiw was hired to replace Ramona in August 2010. He is a 
wonderful asset to the team, and the kids took to him right away. Frank Jolliffe, 
our technical services librarian officially left us in February 2011 after a long 
illness. To replace Frank, we hired Jacqueline DeQuinzio, who is a welcome 
addition to the library team.  
 
Committees – Library Staff are deeply involved with the College community and 
serve on several committees. Lindsey and Carol were Staff Council co-chairs, 
Audrey Pryce served as chair of the Diversity Committee. Peter Hare was active 
on the Occasional Papers Committee. Carol served on the IMP committee. Nora 
served on the IMP and Curriculum Committees. Kristin served on the Bank 
Street Online committee.  
 
Collections 

• Physical: As of June 30, 2011, the Library holds 119, 537 volumes. This 
number consists of 49,808 adult books and 69,729 children’s books. The 
children’s collection has become the largest circulating collection in New 
York City, after the NYPL closed the Donnell branch and put their 
children’s collection of materials in a closed stack reference collection. 
Bank Street Library holds 319 print journal subscriptions.  

• Electronic: The library subscribes to 18 databases that allow full-text 
access to 28,658 journals. We also have access to 3008 electronic books.  

• Archives: The College archives documents the administrative activities, 
teaching, research and outreach programs of the 
College and its predecessor, the Bureau of 
Educational Experiments. Ever expanding, the 
archives consist of 650 linear feet of materials. 
Some of the rich history of Bank Street is also 
available electronically, in the form of a digital 
collection of early Bank Street publications, Lucy 



Sprague Mitchell’s hand drawn maps, and the early photographs and 
information about the Long Trip. 

 
Services  

• Reference – the reference desk is open from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm Monday 
through Thursday, as well as all day on Fridays and Saturdays. We 
average around 900 reference transactions per week, which includes 
simple as well as research questions. Not only does our patron base keep 
us busy at the reference desk, we also field questions from students at 
NYU, Teachers College, and CUNY. This year, we instituted the use of 
online chat, and we field reference questions within that context as well. 

• Video tutorials – We created 13 video tutorials this year and several 
screen casts that illustrate the use of our databases or using our services 
from home. 

• Blog/Social networking – We actively update our library blog, facebook 
and twitter accounts to keep our patrons in the loop about library events 
and happenings. 

• Children’s services – Lisa taught 16 SFC classes per week, including 
Room 3 and Room 4 Family Center children. She had 3 blocks of time each 
week to go in to upper school classrooms for research and book 
discussions with the older children. 

 
Physical space – The Library space was considered noisy, cramped, and 
incompatible with our student’s mode of study and research. Some members of 
the Library staff were in spaces that were similarly problematic. The College 
invested in 2 offices for staff and new study carrels and lounge areas that should 
ameliorate some of the space concerns. Kahn Architecture & Design has been 
hired to design the space and price out furniture costs. 

 
Accomplishments 

• New library software - the library ended its 16 year relationship with 
Sirsi/Dynix, the provider of the library ILS 
software for the online catalog, circulation and 
technical services functions. Working with 
WALDO, the Westchester Academic Library 

Director’s Association, we chose to migrate over to the Koha ILS, an open 
source system. The yearly savings along with a system with greater 
flexibility and functionality made the choice fairly easy. We have gotten 
very positive feedback from students and parents. The feature most loved 



seems to be the email notifications of checkouts and check-ins. Another 
big plus is the pictures of book covers right in the catalog. 

• Ereserves – Nora developed detailed protocol for faculty electronic 
reserve requests. She managed an ereserve collection and copyright fees 
for 15 traditional classes, 1 blended class, and 1 online class. 

• Copyright – Nora and Kristin completed a 10 day Sloan Consortium 
online class entitled “Fair Use and the TEACH Act: A Closer Look”. They 
also presented an online instructional segment on copyright, fair use, and 
the TEACH Act to faculty participating in Steve Goss and Jeannie 
Crowley’s online course, “Intensive Online Development Program.” 

• Orientations – We changed the name from Library Orientation to 
Introduction to Research Workshops in order to better reflect the content 
of the class. The Library conducts eight Intro to Research classes and two 
APA workshops each semester, on average. Attendance varies – more 
students attend at the beginning of each semester, attendance wanes a bit 
as the semester proceeds. We conduct these classes on various days of the 
week, including Saturdays. 

• Innova Grant – Lisa Von Drasek, along with Jeannie Crowley wrote a 
successful Innova grant. Their project is to create a marketable ebook 
based on the “Best Books to Read Aloud” pocket guide that was created 
by the CBC.   

• Digital theses project – The librarians advocated for a sweeping change in 
the way we collect and provide access to graduate student theses. After 
researching the options, we settled on Rutgers RuCore software to collect, 
catalog, and provide online access to theses. We will only mount currently 
produced theses.  A retrospective conversion of already held theses will 
require time and money that the current library budget cannot support. 
The IMP Committee members are in agreement with the concept of 
electronic theses, but are reluctant to jump in until they have gained full 
faculty support. 

• Federated search – The library invested in a search vehicle that can search 
all of the databases and the library catalog at the same time. This search is 
useful when the patron needs a broad overview of a topic before 
narrowing down their research.  

• Archives – There were 11 major accessions during the academic year, the 
majority of new materials are from the 
Division of Continuing Education. The 
archivist had a total of 58 researchers. 
There were 33 requests from outside 
Bank Street, from institutions including: 



Viking Publications, UC San Diego, University of Vermont, Wellesley 
College, University of Connecticut, Rutgers, Steeplechase Films, Sarasota 
Vassar Club, University of Amsterdam, Tel Aviv Medical Center/Israel, 
Massey University/NZ, Otago University/NZ, National Gandhi 
Museum/India, University of Maryland, Pearson Australia. Internally, 
there were 25 requests for information from faculty and staff.  

• Archives Grants – We applied for and received NEH Preservation 
Assistance Grant for Smaller Institutions which will fund a consultant 
from the NEDCC (North East Document Conservation Center) to come 
and perform a preservation needs assessment of the collection (which can 
in turn be used as a basis for future grant applications – especially 
preservation and conservation related grants).  The consultant is 
scheduled to come in September. Bank Street Archives has been 
designated a “We the People” project by the NEH. Lindsey applied for 
New York State Archives DHP Grant to process the papers of the 
following faculty and staff: Irma Black, Elaine Wickens, Lois Lord and 
Selma Sapir, and those of alumna Lillian Weber (recipients haven’t been 
announced). 

• Lisa Von Drasek – Lisa had her usual busy year. She presented at the 
ALA  Association of Library Service to Children Institute on Best Practice 
Collection Development, Atlanta. She presented the Irma Black 
curriculum to the annual all borough Department of Education 

professional development meeting for school 
librarians. She moderated a panel on using comics 
and graphic format books and zines in classroom 
literature curriculum at NY Comic Con 2010. She 
presented on young adult literature for middle 
school students at the Children’s Book Council 
annual meeting. She was elected to the Board of the 

Association of Library Service to Children, and she wrote the cover article 
for School Library Journal’s February 1st issue (“Hang in there, how to get 
a library job against all odds”). Lisa was also a guest lecturer at Pratt 
Institute, NYU, and in the graduate division of Bank Street.  

 
Events – The Library held 3 major children’s literature events during the course 
of the academic year. We started off on October 30th with our first annual 
BookFest at Bank Street. The Children’s Book Committee held their annual 
ceremony in the auditorium on March 17th. Finally, the Irma Black Award 
breakfast took place in May. We had many author visits this year, including 



Salmon Rushdie, Rick Riordan, Adam Rex, Gennifer Choldenko and Annie 
Barrows, among others.  
 
Center for Children’s Literature 
 

• Children’s Book Committee – the most important progress made this 
year was abolishing the salary paid to the co-chairs of the CBC. By doing 

so, we have stemmed the negative cash flow that was 
threatening its very existence at Bank Street. An 
executive committee was formed with 2 new co-
chairs, 2 elected committee members, the director of 
the library, and the director of the CCL. The executive 

committee began meeting monthly to discuss the business of the 
committee including sustainability into the future.  

 
• BookFest   – launched at Bank Street in October, 2010, BookFest drew a 

sell-out crowd. The CCL decided to host BookFest in response to many 
requests from librarians and teachers when the NYPL decided not to 

continue to run it. The event began at 9:30 am with 
coffee and danish. Featured speakers included 
Leonard Marcus, Laurie Halse Anderson, Jon 
Scieszka, David Yoo, Mac Barnett, Steven Savage, 
and others. The day ran very smoothly with the 

volunteer help of most of the library staff. Ellen Greene, the paid 
coordinator, did an outstanding job of overseeing the myriad details that 
go in to planning such an event. It was clear immediately that Bank Street 
would be able to continue to run the annual event at a profit.  

 
• Irma Black – this year we broadened the reach of the Irma Black Award 

from 12 cooperating schools to any school or library that wanted to 
participate. We did this by partnering with School Library Journal. SLJ set 

up a web based registration process and they 
published an article outlining the award and how 
to get involved. By doing so, we brought national 
attention to the award. The amount of votes we 

collected grew from an average of 2000 votes to over 10,000 votes. The 
feedback was overwhelmingly positive, and many people have been 
sending us their contact information because they missed out last year and 
don’t want to miss the opportunity to get their schools involved this year.  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Looking Forward  
 
There are many ways to simplify access to library resources in an electronic 
environment. The library will continue to improve services to students by 
enhancing our online tools and resources. We will be investigating the purchase 
of online subject guides, which brings various resources on a certain topic 
together.  
 
Nora will be exploring possible ways to address the increasing demand for an 
ebook collection that better matches the graduate school curricula and the needs 
of our students. Lisa is considering ebook options for the SFC as well, and is 
investigating various ebook readers and how they can be used within the 
Library. We will introduce electronic theses, continue to develop our digital 
archives for researchers, and continue to enhance the content on our new 
website.  
 
Finally, under Lisa’s direction, the Center for Children’s Literature will grow in 
its influence on the world of children’s books, reading, literacy, and libraries. She 
is currently working on garnering support for establishing the “Cook Prize” – an 
annual award given to an outstanding science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics (STEM) book written for the second and third grade level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Bank Street Library at a glance 
 
Income  

• Overdue and lost book charges: $15,126 
• Printing: $5,275 
• All other revenue: $7,873 

 

 
 
 
Materials expenditures 

• Adult print: $20,989 
• Serials: $ 46,761 
• Adult online materials: $47,062 
• Children’s print: $3,575 
• Children’s online materials: $2,445 

 

 
 
 



Collections  
Print volumes: 119, 537 

(49,808 adult; 69,729 children’s) 
E-books: 3008 
Current journals and other serial titles: 28,977 

(319 print titles; 28,658 electronic) 
Videos/DVDs/Sound Recordings: 3017 
Digital resources: 18 databases; 113 digital documents 
Archival materials: approx. 600 linear feet. 

 
Services 

Reference transactions: 22,725 
Instructional sessions and tours: 60 
Circulation checkouts and renewals: 71,402 

(30,869 adult materials; 40,533 children’s materials) 
Items borrowed from other libraries for Bank Street users: 135 
Items lent to other libraries: 387 
 

Space 
User seats: 105 
Public computers: 24 
Library hours during the academic year: 67 per week 
 

Staff  
Librarians: 7 
Support staff: 5 
Shelvers: 5 
Volunteers: 1 


