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Institute Schedule at a Glance 

Description of the Centers  

Housing  

Day One: Tuesday, June 17

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM   Registration

1:00 – 3:15 PM   Workshops

3:30 – 5:00 PM  Presentation 
Dr. Tamar Jacobson
“Don’t Get So Upset!” Helping Young 
Children Manage Their Feelings by
 Understanding Your Own

 

Day Two: Wednesday, June 18

8:30 – 10:00 AM 

Complimentary Coffee & Bagels 

10:00 – 10:15 AM 
Welcome: Dr. Virginia Roach 

10:15 – 11:00 AM Keynote address 
Dr. Joan Lombardi
Infants and Toddlers – The Next Frontier  
in Education 

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM Lunch on your own

1:00 – 3:15 PM Workshops

3:30 – 4:30 PM Activity Fair

Day Three: Thursday, June 19

8:00 – 9:00 AM 
Complimentary Coffee & Bagels 

9:00 – 11:15 AM  
AM Workshop OR Center Visit  

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM Lunch on your own 

1:00 – 3:15 PM PM Workshop

ONE visit per person on Thursday morning only. Space for visits is limited, so sign up 
early! We may not be able to accommodate everyone. Groups will be accompanied.  

Bank Street Family Center is an inclusionary center serving diverse families who 
live or work on the Upper West Side of New York City.  The groups are mixed in 
age and include children with special needs. Limit: 8 visitors. 

Basic Trust Infant/Toddler Center provides year-round  full- and part-time programs, 
with an emphasis on enriched, developmental care and a whole-family focus.  Limit: 4 
visitors.   

 

New York Public Library Children’s Center at 42nd Street is a national leader 
in children’s services.  While there, view one of the senior children’s librarians  
conducting a toddler time for children aged 18-36 months. Limit: 15 visitors. 

Rita Gold Early Childhood Center at Teachers College serves children aged 6 
weeks to 3 years in the Columbia University affiliated community. It provides 
supportive early care and education, transdisciplinary training of teachers, and 
ongoing research. Limit: 6 visitors.

Rockefeller University Child and Family Center provides year-round, responsive, 
full-time care to children 3 months to 4.9 years. The center serves the multi-
national Rockefeller University community.  Limit: 6 visitors.  

Enhance Your Career, Obtain a Master’s Degree
in the Infant and Family Development and Early Intervention Program at Bank Street  
Graduate School of Education

Program Focus:      Understanding human growth and development: birth to age three
     Creating a responsive human environment for infants and toddlers
     Valuing diversity
     Forming partnerships with parents and families

Advisement/Fieldwork: Each student works closely with an advisor in integrating knowledge,  
goals, insights, and experiences.

The focus is the personal/professional development of each student.
Earn NY State Early Childhood General and Special Education Certification.

For more information, contact Margie Brickley, Codirector, at 212-875-4721 or mbrickley@bankstreet.edu.

Due to the vast number of hotels available in New York City, we suggest that you make hotel reservations through the many Internet options available.  Feel free to 
contact Helen Muscato at 732-329-0033 if you have any questions.    



The Infant and Family Development and Early Intervention Program presents the

27th Annual Bank Street College Infancy Institute
Tuesday, June 17 - Thursday, June 19, 2014

INSTITUTE HIGHLIGHTS
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Joan Lombardi 
Infants and Toddlers - The Next Frontier in Education

Every year in the United States, some 4 million children are born. 
What happens to them in their earliest years sets the trajectory for 
long-term health, education, and overall well-being. This keynote 
session will provide an overview of infants and toddlers in the 
United States, highlight the status of policies that impact families 
with very young children, and present a call to action for renewed 
focus on children under three.

Joan Lombardi, PhD, is an international expert on child 
development and social policy.  She currently serves as senior 
advisor to the Buffett Early Childhood Fund on national 
initiatives and to the Bernard van Leer Foundation on global 
child development strategies. She was recently named as a 
distinguished senior fellow of the Education Commission of 
the States. Over the past 40 years, Dr. Lombardi has made 
significant contributions in the areas of child and family policy 
as an innovative leader and policy advisor to national and 

international organizations and foundations and as a public 
servant.  From 2009 to 2011, she served in the US Department 
of Health and Human Services as the first deputy assistant 
secretary for early childhood development in the Obama 
administration. Between 1993 and 1998 she served as the 
deputy assistant secretary for policy and external affairs of 
the Administration for Children and Families and the first 
commissioner of the Child Care Bureau, among other positions, 
during the Clinton administration.

SPECIAL FEATURES
     Small-group workshops
     Graduate credit option
     Browsing/shopping in the Bank Street bookstore and library

INSTITUTE COORDINATOR   
Margie Brickley
Infant and Family Development and Early Intervention Program

Workshops fill up early. Register today!

FEATURED PRESENTATION:
Dr. Tamar Jacobson  
Chair of the Department of Teacher Education and Director of the Early Childhood Program at Rider University.

“Don’t Get So Upset!” Helping Young Children Manage Their Feelings by Understanding Your Own

Teachers’ emotions affect their interactions with children. This 
presentation shows you how to uncover your own feelings as you 
manage children’s behavior and discover strategies that work in 
your classroom.

Tamar Jacobson, PhD, was born in Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, and 
traveled to Israel where she became a preschool teacher with the 
Israeli Ministry of Education. Currently, Dr. Jacobson is professor, 
chair of the Department of Teacher Education, and director of 
the Early Childhood Program at Rider University, New Jersey. 
She received the 2013 National Association for Early Childhood 
Teacher Educators (NAECTE) Outstanding Early Childhood Teacher 
Educator Award, participated on the Consulting Editors Panel for 
NAEYC, and is a former fellow in the Child Trauma Academy.

ACTIVITY FAIR
Join other infant/toddler educators for a hands-on exploration of activities for children under 3 years of age. Each activity table 
will have handouts containing a description of the activity, extension activities, related language possibilities, and more. 



 

 
 Day One – Tuesday, June 17

 

1 No Rush, No “Race”: Helping Toddlers Be Little
Lesley Koplow, Director, Emotionally Responsive Practice at Bank Street College 

This workshop emphasizes the need for early childhood settings that truly 
support the essential process of toddler development without rushing children 
toward the work of preschool or school-aged children. When children don’t have 
an opportunity to be little, they have difficulties with social, emotional, and 
learning challenges when they are bigger.

2 Language Development in Toddlers: When Should I Be Concerned?
Michelle Veyvoda, PhD, CCC-SLP, Speech Language Pathologist,  
Teachers College and Bank Street Family Center

This workshop will provide an overview of developmental milestones as they 
pertain to speech, language, social, and play skills. We will discuss the signs of 
language delays, and ample time will be devoted to discussing specific cases 
brought up by the participants. Finally, strategies for remediation, language 
stimulation techniques, and the early intervention process will be reviewed. 

3 Executive Functioning: What Is It?  
How Can We Foster Executive Skills in the Young Child?
Kirsten DeBear, OTR 

This workshop will explain how children develop the ability to regulate them-
selves and organize their actions and thinking. We will discuss how teachers can 
develop executive skills for regulation and how executive skills move play from 
sensorimotor reactions to mentally planned, purposeful actions. Finally, we will 
look at which activities can be used to develop organizational skills and examine 
what kinds of interactions best develop the mental tools that children need.

4 “Who Made Me Boss?”
Gigi Schweikert, Author; Early Years Specialist

If you are like most of us, you entered this profession to work with children, but 
not necessarily with adults. Supervising other adults can be the hardest part of an 
educator’s job. Join us for this fun, motivating session and learn how to become 
a better leader. Discover tips to inspire your staff to be the best they can be.

5 Teacher-Made Books
Valeria Erdosi, Executive Director, King’s Daughters Day School

Teacher-made books using everyday life experiences enrich the lives of the 
children in our care. Participants will explore and create book templates that 
can be used in their programs.

6 Promoting Social-Emotional Competencies in Parents and Children: 
The Bright Beginnings/Personal Best Parenting Program
Judy Grossman, Dr PH, OTR, Associate Director, Center for the Developing

Child and Family, Ackerman Institute for the Family 
Barbara Russek, PhD, Center Faculty, Ackerman Institute for the Family

In order to achieve positive child outcomes, early childhood programs need a 
two-generation focus that addresses child and adult development as well as 
the parent-child relationship. The presenters will describe the curricula which 
promote the social-emotional capacities necessary for responsive parenting. 

7 Working with Families with Children with Developmental  
Variations in a Child Life Setting 
Troy Pinkney-Ragsdale, MA, CCLS, Director, Child Life Program, 
 Bank Street College of Education 

Children with developmental variations are a part of every setting and  institution. 
Learn how we can best support their families and acquire techniques for helping the 
children during hospitalizations or other interactions with the healthcare community.

3:30 – 5:00 PM / Featured  Presentation: Dr. Tamar Jacobson 
“Don’t Get So Upset!”  Helping Young Children Manage Their  
Feelings  by Understanding Your Own

Day Two – Wednesday, June 18

Day Two – Wednesday, June 18
8:30 – 10:00 AM
Complimentary Coffee & Bagels

10:00 Welcome to Bank Street, Dr. Virginia Roach, Dean,  
Graduate School, Bank Street College

10:15 – 11:15 AM Keynote Address:  Dr. Joan Lombardi
Infants and Toddlers – The Next Frontier in Education

8 Infant and Toddler Motor Development 
Trudy Bier, PT, Montclair State University Early Intervention Program

The workshop will focus on motor development from birth to three years of age 
and how it effects children’s development of play, language, and other skills. We 
will look at the range of typical development, as not every child develops at the 
same rate. We will also examine variations from typical motor development.

9 Intentional and Purposeful Care for Infants and Toddlers: It Is Not 
What You Are Going to Do Today, It Is WHY You Are Doing It
Mary Lou Allen, Infant/Toddler Consultant, NJ First Steps  

As an infant/toddler educator, how do you create an appropriate environ-
ment and curriculum that matches the needs of the children? Participants will 
discover how their daily observations of infants and toddlers can influence and 
support the children’s development. Responding to  the specific needs of each 
child will give purpose and meaning to the everyday infant/toddler curriculum.

10 Gender Identity in a Changing World
Nancy Gropper, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Bank Street College 

Participants will be asked to consider gender as a social construct that 
influences the experience of children beginning at birth, when the gender label 
is first applied. How can parents and educators support children’s developing 
sense of gender identity at a time of increasing acceptance of the diverse ways 
in which gender is expressed?

11 The Developmental-Interaction Approach Applied to Infants  
and Toddlers in Early Intervention
Marilyn Bisberg, MSEd, Fordham University

Working with infants and toddlers is a dynamic skill. It requires an understanding 
of a world that is unique unto itself. The dramatic interplay between development 
and emotion is both simple and complex. We will explore development, taking 
into account bodies, brains, and emotions.  This workshop is for those who are 
fascinated by the magical relationships through which learning occurs.

12 Working with Families of Infants and Toddlers in Center-Based  
and Home Settings
Gail Gordon, Adjunct Faculty, Bank Street College of Education  
 and Hunter School of Social Work

This workshop will focus on parents and professionals working together to 
support the family in childcare settings or in the family’s home. There will be 
an emphasis on developing good listening skills and learning how to follow the 
lead of the family. Some case studies will be presented for discussion.

13 Infants, Development, and Food
Dr. Marilyn Figueroa, EdD, CD/N, IBCLC Nutrition Consultant 
Fatima Beccar Varela, MS, Child Development

Food is connection, love, growth, development, relationships, and so much 
more! In this workshop we will discuss infants’ communication style, nutrition, 
and development; the meaning of food in the infant-caretaker relationship; and 
promoting healthy relationships and healthy eating.

14 Relaxation and Stress Reduction: A Necessity for Working with 
Children and Families 
Miriam Shankman, Mir-Yam School of Tai Chi, Chi Kung & Meditation 

Experience relaxation, learn how to reduce stress, and increase your joy. It is 
possible. (And we’ll have fun too!) 

Institute Schedule
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15 Reflective Supervision: Concept and Process
Carla Poole, Director, Atwater Park Center for Children, Los Angeles, CA
Gilbert Foley, Consultant, NY Center for Child Development; Faculty,  
 DIR Profectum Institute 

Reflective supervision is a “relationship for learning” designed to sharpen 
and refine self-observation and mindfulness in our work with families. It is a 
contemplative process in which supervisees examine their clinical work by step-
ping back, above, and inward to deepen the relational process of intervention. 
In this presentation, the foundational concepts of reflective supervision will be 
examined, complemented by a reflective supervision session. 

 3:30 - 4:30  PM  Activity Fair
 

Day Three – Thursday, June 19

9:00 – 11:15 AM / Choose ONE:  Center Visit  
(see “Description of Centers”) OR  ONE Thursday  
Morning workshop 

16 What Do I Do If I Am Feeling Blue? Supporting Teachers’  
Mental Health
Laura Martin, ITFS, Early Head Start Mental Health and Disabilities Specialist,  
 Verner Center for Early Learning, Asheville, NC
Gabriel Guyton, MA, MSEd, Head Teacher, Bank Street Family Center

Through this workshop, participants will develop a clearer understanding of 
the impacts of their mental health on their caregiving, coworker relationships, 
and workplace satisfaction. Together, we will identify factors impacting our 
individual mental health and our associated behavioral responses and develop 
strategies to cope with workplace stressors, increase effectiveness of daily 
performance, and support the development of healthy relationships.

17 Baby Watch
Jacqueline Range, Teacher, LYFE program, NYC Department of Education

Come and watch real babies in action. How do we support them in their play 
and development?

18 The Power of Positioning in Play with Infants and Toddlers
Lisa Yoon, PT, MS, PCS, NYC Early Intervention Program

What does positioning have to do with function? In this workshop, learn strate-
gies and techniques to optimize engagement, attention, and participation for 
learning, communicating, and independence.

19 Choosing Materials That Are Engaging and That Optimize Infants and 
Toddlers’ Growth and Development
Marcia Scheer, Early Childhood Consultant

This interactive workshop will explore what infants and toddlers find most inter-
esting and engaging to play with at any given age and stage as well as why this is 
so. The materials will include things you can purchase and things you can make. 
We will also discuss how to organize and introduce materials to the children.

20 Art and Sensory Experiences for Young Children: Expanding Your 
Repertoire! 
Debbie Silver, MSEd, Director of Professional Development and Quality   
 Enhancement Services, Child Care Resources of Rockland

Explore sensory and art experiences that you can use with the toddlers in your 
program. Have fun with paint, tearing, scrunching, “sticky” sand, water, and 
play dough. Leave with recipes and ideas.

21 Sleep Tight? Establishing Quality Sleep Environments for Babies and 
Toddlers in Child Care
Cynthia Soete, Infant/Toddler Specialist with NJ First Steps  
 at Programs for Parents

Babies need sleep to grow. Explore the biological sleep needs of infants and 
toddlers and the relationship between sleep, the developing brain, and learning. 
Find ways to provide optimal sleep environments in childcare settings and ways 
to work with parents who hold alternate views on putting children to bed. 

 

 
1:00 – 3:15 PM / Thursday Afternoon Workshops  
Choose ONE workshop   

22 Understanding Sensory Integration: What Does It Mean and How 
Can I Help the Children I’m Working With?
Yasmin Dorrian, MSEd, Early Interventionist

Through exploring our own unique individual sensory profiles, we will work to 
empathize with and ultimately assist the children we work with every day. This 
workshop will provide a basic overview of sensory integration and then move on 
to discuss potential strategies for children with challenging sensory profiles.

23 Relationship, Relationship, Relationship: The Importance of Building 
Relationship within an Infant Room 
Marge Markey, MSEd, Head Teacher, The Rockefeller University Child and  
 Family Center 

In working with babies, we must create trusting and caring relationships—with 
them as well as with their parents and siblings. In order to understand and 
support the baby, we must understand and support the family. This workshop 
will focus on the importance, challenges, and successes of building relationships 
and will offer anecdotes to help support the idea of relationship as the basis for 
all that follows.

24 Understanding and Supporting Dual Language Development in 
Infants and Toddlers 
Carmen Colon, MSEd, Instructor and Advisor, Bank Street College

This workshop will explore first and second language acquisition of infants and 
toddlers. We will look at strategies for supporting second language development 
and examine the role that parents and other adults play in helping children 
during the second language learning process.

25 Outings with Infants and Toddlers
Lisa Laflamme, Lead Teacher, Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
Pamela Stark, Director, Roosevelt Island Day Nursery

How can we as teachers support hands-on exploration of the community by the 
youngest children? What are ways to make sure outings are developmentally 
appropriate and safe? What are unique features of your program’s community 
that are ripe for exploration? What happens when you expand into the world 
outside your program?

26 Forming Infant and Child Mental Health: The Power of Relationship 
Gerard Costa, PhD, DIR-C®, IMH-E® Mentor–Clinical

This workshop will explore the nature of human attachments and the power 
of the earliest relationships—notably with the primary caregivers but with 
ALL those who spend time with infants and children—to “sculpt” the infant 
brain and mind. Participants will learn about the growing field of interpersonal 
neurobiology, the impact of adverse experiences on infants and children, the 
critical importance of self- and coregulation, and ways to interact with infants 
and children that promote human development.

27 It’s More than Chocolate: Strategies for Keeping Staff Motivated
Debbie Silver, MSEd, Director of Professional Development and Quality   
 Enhancement Services, Child Care Resources of Rockland

Having a motivated staff is vital to program quality. What keeps our staff doing 
their work when salary may not be enough for that? This workshop will examine 
what motivates and what does not motivate staff, intrinsic and extrinsic factors, 
and strategies to assess and individualize motivation for each staff member. 

28 Helping Families Understand Their Child’s Challenging Behaviors 
Susan Geller, MSEd, Technical Assistance Quality Specialist,  

  Bergen County Office for Children 
When very young children present challenging behaviors, it is common for us to 
become frustrated with the families’ reactions and attitudes. In this session we 
will use a relationship-based approach to explore strategies for providing 
support and sharing knowledge with families. 

29 Creating Engaging Environments 
Michelle Barnea, Early Childhood Consultant 

The physical and emotional environment is a powerful factor in how young 
children feel about themselves, how they behave, and what they learn. Explore 
how to create an engaging environment that will support the developmental 
needs of infants and toddlers.



Infants, Toddlers, Families: Supporting Their Growth  |  Tuesday, June 17 – Thursday, June 19, 2014
c/o Helen Muscato  PO Box 112, Monmouth Junction, NJ  08852  |  Phone: 732-329-0033    Fax: 732-230-2758

Name      Job title      Employer

Home/Contact Address      City    State  Zip

Contact phone     E-mail address              Fax 

Parking information will be sent with your confirmation.  

Tuesday Afternoon Workshop DAY ONE

List 1st, 2nd, AND 3rd Choices

1st choice #  title 

2nd choice#  title 

3rd choice#  title 

Wednesday Afternoon Workshop DAY TWO

List 1st, 2nd, AND 3rd Choices            

1st choice #  title  

2nd choice #  title   

3rd choice #  title  

Thursday DAY THREE

CHOOSE ONE: 

  AM Workshop PLUS PM Workshop

List AM Workshop Choice:  List PM Workshop Choice:

1st choice #   1st choice # 

2nd choice #  2nd choice #

3rd choice #      3rd choice #  

  AM Center Visit PLUS PM Workshop

List CENTER Choice:                              List PM Workshop Choice

1st choice #   1st choice # 

2nd choice #  2nd choice #

3rd choice #  3rd choice # 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
The Institute fee is eligible for New York State EIP reimbursement. 
Matriculated students eligible for financial aid may use their aid award to 
pay for credit.

PAYMENT SECTION (Place an X next to your selection) 
Institute fee  $300 
After May 25   $325 
Institute fee if taken for Graduate Credit $1,345  
(Includes tuition [$1295] and registration fee [$50])  

Graduate Credit Information
I will enroll for credit as: (check one)  
A matriculated student  Enroll during your web registration  
appointment for EDUC612: Infants, Toddlers, Families: Supporting Their 
Growth. Follow payment procedures as directed following web  
registration. You must also complete this Infancy Institute form, noting 
your workshop selections.  Submit this Institute registration form as 
instructed below.

A nonmatriculated student  Use this form to enroll for credit (and 
your requested workshops) and include payment information.

SS#
NOTE: All participants who register for credit must attend the entire 
three-day Institute and write an assigned paper.

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

  Check       Mastercard        Visa
Account Number 

   
Exp. Date  Security Code (3 numbers on back of card) 

  

Name on Card 

Signature 

Please make check payable to Bank Street College Infancy Institute 
Return by May 25, 2014 Helen Muscato
   PO Box 112
   Monmouth Junction, NJ  08852
 
CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations prior to June 1st will be processed and subject to a $25 
administrative fee. After June 1, 2014, no cancellations or refunds will be 
processed.

Registration Form  RETURN BY MAY 25th or register through Eventbrite 
Register online at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-27th-annual-bank-street-infancy-institute-tickets-10082620389


