
Staff Council Minutes 

April 2
nd

, 2012 
 

Present: Carol Van Houten, John Bellacosa, Carol Begnoche, Jeanne Raichle, Arianne 

Kailas, Cathleen Wiggins, Barbara Dubitsky, Matthew Borgmeyer, Caitlin Terry, Audrey 

Pryce, Julia Ho, Mollie Welsh Kruger, Margeret Jimenez, Agatha Forrester, Lindsey 

Wykoff, Jessica Robins, Diana Pondt, Christina DeNardo, Leigh Anne Keichline, Jeannie 

Crowley, Akilah Rosado-McQueen, Joy Ellebanne  

 

1. Updates 

a. Chrissy and Leigh Anne are joining us from the Council of Students 

(COS) with a proposition  
b. Our June meeting will be the election for the new Co-Chair. Talk to Carol 

or John for more information. June meeting the Co-Chair candidates will 

be able to speak to the group and take questions, need a full group for the 

election. Anyone can run for Staff Council Co-Chair (not a requirement to 

have previously served), but usually the candidates come from internal 

members. Feel free to promote the candidacy opening within your division 
c. Barbara is in her 2

nd
 year of Staff Associate Trustee and Matt is in his 1

st
 

year (3 year term) So next year will have to conduct election for Staff 

Associate Trustee 
d. Wednesday, April 25

th
 is our Staff Council Emergency Assistance 

Fund (SCEAF) bake sale. We will need to staff the table from 11-4 (or 

until we run out of goods), if you could spend an hour at the table or bring 

baked goods that would be great (Caitlin, Arianne, Jessica, Diana, Audrey, 

some people who expressed interest). Let Carol or John know if you are 

interested in participating. 
 

2. Updates from Akilah  
a. We are in the final back and forth with out lawyer for the College 

Handbook. It’s 99% done. 
b. April College letter goes out next Friday 
c. In May there is a board retreat, ½ day discussion with the board, agenda is 

to discuss the bookstore  
d. C-Level bathroom is only open to children between the hours of 9-5, 

the policy came about because of a security issue, that’s all the 

information we have 
i. Why not have the bathroom be just for adults and limit the 

children’s bathroom use to 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 floors? We couldn’t do 

that because children are in the cafeteria for lunch, and they also 

have music and movement on the C-Level 
ii. A lot of usage we’re not aware of, easier to redirect the adults to 

the 1
st
 floor  

e. Do we have information about how many people are looking at our new 

website? Could we compare it to this time last year? Jeannie will talk to 

Arshad to follow up 



f. Looking for Student Associate Trustee to represent the graduate school 

(graduate student)  
g. There have been good submissions for the INOVA funds. We’re 

meeting this week to review the proposals 
h. April 24th is the annual dinner 

 
3. Further Discussion about the C-Level Bathroom 

a. There’s been no formal communication about the C-Level bathrooms, 
ones mind runs wild 

b. Frank said it was an issue of security. We can invite Frank to come 
talk to us. 

c. Needs to be an announcement because otherwise stories will start 
d. When there’s a grown-up event, we use the bathrooms on the C-Level 

because the 1st floor bathroom gets crowded 
e. Have kids use the bathroom before lunch? 
f. It’s better to re-route adults then to re-route children 
g. Most bathrooms in the building are shared between adults and 

children, general announcement should be made about protocol 
and procedures for shared bathrooms… Educate people on the 
issues  

h. Security issue addressed… 1st floor bathroom is sometimes used by 
strangers 

i. Grown-ups work down on the C-Level  
j. Carol will contact Frank  

 
4. Building for the Future Committee  

a. Sent articles to start informing people about what’s going on in the 
greater world 

b. Serve on subcommittee, set up first meeting, representatives from all 
of the divisions, we can recruit from the college at large 

c. Floated the ideas that were in Matt’s proposal to cabinet, they liked 
the ideas 

d. We don’t want to lose momentum around this work 
e. Big idea, what should go into our building, what kind of place do we 

want it to be?  
f. Survey people, get people thinking about the issues, get juices going 
g. What’s possible? Moment for everyone to be thinking about what we 

want as an institution 
h. What’s on our wish list? What are other people thinking about?  
i. Have the survey cover the range (of redesigning this building all the 

way to moving)  
j. Have to also find out what’s possible (financially), this is what’s 

possible and this is what we like, putting both together 
k. It’s a good idea to be doing this work anyway, what do we really 

value? What do we really want?  
l. Allows opportunity to imagine out of our current space 



m. Have to collect data on what people are thinking 
n. Come up with a document to inform the board’s final decision 

(ultimately it’s up to them) 
o. What the institution wants may vary by divisions 
p. Report should be informed by current trends in higher education, 

models of education should be considered  
q. Know that we don’t have $100 million to design a new building 
r. Unusual institution for many reasons, discover what’s unique about us 

for marketability  
s. Still can learn from what others have done, this committee is only the 

people who are on it, interesting and exciting opportunity  
t. Do we want to have parents on the committee (from the SFC)? 

i. Parents tend to have strong opinions about what they want  
ii. Exposing plans at this point could be risky, stick with just 

faculty and staff for now 
iii. Add their voice to this discussion but at a later point 
iv. Some of the voting members on the board are current/former 

SfC parents 
v. What about involving grad school students?  

vi. Not at this minute, this is about us (faculty/staff members), the 
“sellers” not the “buyers,” have discussion and loop them in 
later  

vii. Decision about the C-Level bathroom… Could have been a 
parent decision, there is influence/power given to that 
constituency based on the amount they pay 

viii. Pedagogical structures, what we do as a staff, not the right 
place to have input 

ix. Parents wouldn’t be involved designing the classrooms but 
could be involved in other aspects  

x. Pillars of the strategic plan, other private schools don’t have a 
graduate school 

xi. Parents often play roles (our plan doesn’t preclude involving 
parents, not till later in the game though) 

xii. Involving the PA? Parallel effort, meet with them, valuable 
input, better informed by the pulse of the parents  

xiii. We (SFC admissions) sent out a survey to parents who we 
accepted but who didn’t accept us and one of the main reasons 
was because we don’t have a high school. Parents that accept 
us like that it’s an 8th grade model 

xiv. Email Matt or Barbara if you’re interested in serving on this 
committee  

xv. Possible meeting time could be a Monday that’s not a Staff 
Council Monday  
 

5. May All-College- Highlighting Children’s Programs  



a. Not too much to report, but here are the ideas that have been 
proposed so far: 

i. Speak about our Buddy Program- Older grades are “buddied 
up” with younger grades, they do activities together (reading 
books, science expo) really adorable, heart warming as a 
presentation, would be really powerful for graduate students 
to see, great teaching practice to utilize  

ii. Play/Play Acting- Tool used in every grade in the SFC, 
puppets to Ellis Island role play,  

iii. Geography- All age ranges, examples 1st-8th grade 
iv. Highlight the Diversity Program- Since Zeny is leaving, this 

program has been built under her watch, long history of the 
program 

b. Next step is sending ideas to the Faculty Council and Alexis of the SFC 
for their feedback  

c. Trying to appeal to the broad audience 
d. Pictures are a good way of bringing people into the world of the SFC 
e. Important that there’s a piece that’s less theoretical, the better 

everyone can take from that  
f. Thinking of a workshop model where people can go and be in the 

classrooms 
i. Meet in the auditorium and split to go into the classrooms?  

ii. Don’t want it to just be a presentation  
iii. Might lose people on the way up to the classrooms 
iv. Might not have enough time (Presidents remarks will be brief 

so could have up to 45 minutes)  
v. Visit sounds cool but worried about traveling there. Would 

people go to the classrooms first or would we meet in the 
auditorium?  

vi. Instead could do a film or slideshow of classroom life?  
vii. In the 45 minutes I’d like to present as much as possible, 

smaller groups get to have more shared, more involved 
viii. Make a Survey Monkey so people could choose the age group 

they went to see 
ix. Important to get people IN the auditorium first and then split 

into groups 
x. Maybe have a check-list to guide what they’re looking for?  

 
6. The Long Trip 

a. The Long Trip is happening through CPS, was up in the air(VISA 
concerns)  but people will be going to Cuba (22 of them) 

b. Lucy Sprague Mitchell started the long trip 100 years ago, community 
of educators who go to a different place each year to study geography, 
social studies, culture 

c. Because of the new break schedule there is a complication for SFC 
people 



d. Core group of people go each year and pay individually 
e. Fern and Carol Hillman, Sal has gone, in the past there was more of an 

announcement about it 
f. Highlight The Long Trip at an All-College in the fall, here’s where 

we’ve been, here’s where we’re going could be promotional piece 
 

7. Council of Students Propose an Idea 
a. In this meeting all of you have touched on points of coming together 

and sharing knowledge, hatched an idea called Each One Teach One  
b. Knowledge sometimes gets hidden away, important to be sharing 

ideas 
c. Have “science fair” tables set up in a space in our building (lobby, 

cafeteria, CDR?) 
d. Students can present their research, professors can share their work, 

teachers can share their best practices  
e. We can invite alums to come back, face to face interactions 
f. Sometimes Bank Street graduate students don’t know what goes on in 

the SFC unless they come to visit a classroom, I went to a classroom 
for the first time and they were doing a Hudson River Study, made me 
want to learn more 

g. Can be interactive, use of iPads, projectors, teaching 1 on 1 or in small 
groups 

h. Everyone who presents can also be part of the audience  
i. Poster sessions like a conference, students can share their IMP ideas  
j. Take place in the fall around when new student orientation is, can be 

an annual event, something for admissions to showcase 
k. Collaboration of Council of Students and Staff Council  
l. Have you talked to BASCA? This is the very early stages  
m. Could be like a “pop-up conference” or an “un-conference;” several 

different iterations of this idea 
n. How can Staff Council help? Help with the planning hours 
o. Have to check in about space (space goes very quickly here)  
p. Can you come with what you have or do people need approval to 

participate?  
q. Find ways to raise teachers up!    


