
Instructors and Vendors 
 

Auxiliary Programs Staff 
 
Cookie Mellitz 
Director Auxiliary Programs/Summer Camp 
 
Cookie Mellitz started working at the School for Children in 
1987. She spent 14 years working as a Physical Education 
Teacher and Coach. Cookie is proud of her background as 
a dancer. For many years, she choreographed and 
directed the 8th grade theater productions. She enjoys 
being with the wonderful staff at the Camp and the School 
for Children. 

 
Northeastern, BS ED; ‘76 
Bank Street College of Education, ‘03 
MS ED, Educational Leadership 

 
 
Conor Gillespie  
Auxiliary Programs Assistant 
 
Conor has been the Assistant Director of the After School 
Program since 2011. Conor is a dog person, which is very 
appropriate because “Conor” actually means “one who 
loves dogs”. 
 
“Working at Bank Street helps me appreciate the present 
while looking forward to the future these children build.”  
- Conor Gillespie 

 
Bard College ‘05 
BS, Mathematics 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
After School Instructors 

 
Rebekah Bobb 
Instructor in Virtual Trips & Activities, Fitness Challenge 
 
Rebekah is a Bank Street School for Children alumna 
and a recent college graduate with a passion for positive 
growth and new experiences. She is looking forward to 
making unique memories with campers and the 
community through After School @Home. 
 
Barry University, ‘20 
 
 
Jules Taylor 
Instructor in Virtual Trips & Activities 
 
Jules currently attends Oberlin College and is an alum of 
Bank Street School for Children and Bank Street 
Summer Camp. She has been working with the camp for 
7 years and looks forward to continuing working this 
summer in Bank Street’s unique and exciting After 
School @Home format. 
 
“The community is unbeatable. I know that if I ever 
need help with anything, I don’t need to go very far 
to find someone eager to jump in and provide 
support. We help each other, and we’ve got each 
other’s backs. ” – Jules 
 
Oberlin College ‘21 
CPR Certified 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Noah Zitsman 
Instructor for Minecraft and Coding Games (Available for 
private lessons) 
Noah started his career building software used by 
millions of people each day. Over the years he joined 
and founded several successful software companies 
and built websites and applications in multiple 
programming languages including C, JavaScript, and 
Ruby. Despite building useful software with smart and 
motivated coworkers, it wasn’t until he started teaching 
others to code that he found his calling. Noah believes in 
challenging young minds to unlock their potential by 
exercising their imagination and developing a toolbox of 
critical thinking skills. He recognizes that technology is 
dynamic, and learning how to learn is the most valuable 
skill to develop. 
 
Tufts University ‘02 
BS Computer Engineering 

 
Elly Nina Mor 
Radio Bank Street Instructor 
 
Elly is a teaching artist from Queens, NY, where she is 
completing a year of service as a Teaching Fellow for 
AmeriCorps.Beginning in Fall 2020, she will be working 
towards her Master’s in Educational Theatre from 
CCNY. Elly Nina is very excited and looking forward to 
being part of the wonderful Summer@Home program at 
Bank Street. 
 
Purchase College, ‘18 
BA in Arts Management 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Heather Mendez 
Spanish Immersion Virtual Trips Instructor (available for 
private instruction) 
 
Heather has been a part of the Bank Street family for 
three summers and is excited for what Summer@Home 
has in store for the community.  
 
Attending Pace University 

 
 

 
 

 
Stefany Chavez 
Spanish Immersion Virtual Trips Instructor (available for 
private instruction) 
 
Stefany is currently pursuing a career in nursing. She 
loves reading, listening to music, fishing, and drawing 
anime characters. Anything that has to do with the 
outdoors she enjoys doing. She started working at Bank 
Street Summer Camp in 2018.  
 
“I enjoy the environment and how much fun it is. There is 
so much to learn and I appreciate all that I’ve learned so 
far.” - Stefany 
 
BA Utica College, 2020 

 
Isaias Garcia 
Taekwondo Instructor 
 
Isaias is currently studying Legal studies and Political 
Science. He has been training in martial arts since he 
was 13 training and teaching since he was 16. He has 
trained in Taekwondo, Muay Thai, Wing Chun, and 
Japanese Jiu-jitsu. 
 
Attending Mercy College 



 
 
Jonathan Katz 
Intermediate Chess 
 
Jonathan Katz has enjoyed competitive chess 
throughout his school and adult years.  More recently, 
Jonathan has taught chess in several Manhattan 
independent schools and provided individual lessons for 
students who are curious, passionate, and/or eager to 
improve.  Numerous students of Jonathan’s have gone 
on to place in the top 100 for their age group in 
competitions.  Jonathan joined with Hex & Company as 
an instructor because of the synergy of their instruction 
styles: namely, that learning and skill acquisition take 
place through interactive fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vendors 
 
Art Farm 
The Art Farm NYC is proud to be a nature-focused children’s learning center that 
provides children and their families with a fun and educational break from city life. We’re 
New York’s one and only indoor petting zoo and proudly provide children with the 
opportunity to engage with bunnies, birds, bearded dragons, tortoises, chinchillas, 
chickens, and more! Our classes for kids promote a well-rounded education and offer 
children the opportunity to engage in arts, crafts, music, cooking, physical activity, and 
more! Read more about who we are and what other families have had to say about us 
and please get in touch with us if you would like to learn more about our classes! 
 
Sandboxops 
Sandbox Ops works with pods of friends or small groups to create custom coding and 
technology experiences, ranging from weeklong mini-camps to single day playdates. 
We use platforms including Minecraft, Code Camp World, and code.org for challenges 
that unite game experiences with aspects of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math. We are not offering in-person group activities for now but all of our courses 
are available remotely. 
 
Dynamo Girls 
Dynamo Girl is a unique program designed specifically for girls, age 5 and up, to build 
their self-esteem through physical activity. 
 
Dazzling Discoveries 
They are a STEM Education Center and resource for families, kids and educators in 
NYC and beyond. Their mission is to make hands-on creative learning accessible to 
builders of all ages 
 
Giant Room 
The Giant Room is for kids with dreams who dare to act on them. GIANT instructors are 
there to teach, guide, and challenge students to take their ventures one step further.  
 
Musical Theater Builders 
The Creative Stage offers a variety of uniquely creative performing arts programs sure 
to ignite your child's imagination! Through innovative classes such as Musical Theater 
Builders, Dancing Designers, and Film Makers Workshop, your child will collaborate 
with professional artists, designers, actors, and musicians to bring their own unique 
creative vision to life!  

https://www.theartfarms.com/
https://sandboxops.com/
https://www.dynamogirl.com/
https://www.dazzlingdiscoveries.com/
https://www.thegiantroom.com/
http://creativestage.org/musicaltheaterbuilderscamp

