
April 9, 2020 
 
 
Dear Upper School Families,  
 
I hope that wherever this letter finds you and your loved ones, it is starting to feel 
like Spring. This time of year is always hopeful and representative of new 
beginnings for me. As I shared with your children a few weeks ago, the start of 
Spring is also when we celebrate the Persian New Year. This year, while very 
different, the idea of starting new feels especially comforting and important to me. I 
hope this week and weekend, with the many traditions for different families that 
this time of year encompasses, will bring you all joyful times with loved ones, and 
hope for things to come.  
 
This week in assembly, we started with notes of gratitude. Students submitted 
pictures of signs they made, expressing what they were grateful for. Your children 
submitted so many thoughtful and beautiful signs, which I would like to share with 
you. As I discussed with the students, sometimes the choice to remember even one 
thing we are grateful for can help us approach the day with a more positive 
perspective. As always, I am so grateful for your children and our community, and I 
hope their signs will brighten your day.  
 
Updates 

• Thank you to those who attended this morning’s PA meeting. It was such a 
treat to get to see so many of your faces, and to feel the support of our 
community. Special thanks to Jon and Julia for working hard to make sure 
that we still have this time to come together.  

• We had a productive launch week for Phase 2 of BankStreet@Home. We 
are pleased that students are adjusting to their schedules, and rising to the 
uptick in synchronous time and the workload. Teachers will be sending the 
weekly schedules, and next week will include more dedicated individual 
check ins for students, and some club offerings and affinity groups.  

• We continue to value your input as we strive to maximize the value of 
BankStreet@Home. Please take a few minutes to complete this Friday 
Feedback Week 2 survey. 



• We appreciate your feedback about ease of navigation of the various 
resources associated with BankStreet@Home. In the next week, we are 
consolidating our links for students so they can better navigate their at 
home learning.  

Invitations  

• Parent Support Groups 
o 10/11s and 11/12s with Laurie on Tuesday, April 14 from 10am-

11am.  
o 12/13s and 13/14s with Laurie on Wednesday, April 15 from 

10am-11am.   
o Child Development meeting with Laurie and Gabby on Thursday, 

April 16 at 10am. 
  

• Grade Level Meetings 
o 12/13s Families are invited to meet with Lisa and Saara 

on Tuesday, April 14 from 7-8 to discuss updates to the high 
school process. 

o 13/14s Families are invited to meet with Saara on Thursday, 
April 16 from 7-8 to discuss the Spring events.   
  

• Students 
o Bank Street Live, the online Upper School newspaper, is up and 

running! Now is the perfect time to have your voice heard 
online. The group will meet on Thursdays during lunch (12-
12:45) on Zoom. Anyone can join, even if they haven't been a 
part of BSL before. Students are encouraged to join the 
meetings, but can submit articles no matter what using this 
guide. 

o We want students to take advantage of individual check in times 
with adults in the community! Please encourage them to sign up 
with their teachers, using the links on their schedules in Flex 
time, or on the signup sheets that will be sent directly to them 
from Anna, Laurie, teachers, and myself (Steph’s times are on 
10/11s’ schedules). 

Recreational Resources 



 

• Just in time for the three day weekend, we are happy to share with you that 
today we launched our Resources for Families page on the 
BankStreet@Home website. Many thanks to our Auxiliary Programs Team 
(After School and Summer Camp) and many others who have passed along 
a range of engaging resources they have discovered. We will be updating 
this page regularly and highlighting one or two activities each week in the 
Virtual Backpack. If you have come across other activities that you have 
found interesting or helpful, please send them to Cookie Melitz, Bank 
Street Summer Camp Director.  

As always, thank you for reading through. I know a lot of communication is coming 
in, and I deeply appreciate your time and partnership. Hoping for a safe, healthy, 
and restful long weekend.  
 
Warmly.  
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