
March 26, 2020 
 
Dear Upper School Families, 
 
I would like to start with a note of gratitude for you, your children, and our community. The act of 
drafting this note reminds me of how nourishing the connection we have with one another is, 
and how in uncertain times, the Bank Street community is such a valuable support. Thank you 
for this, I appreciate it.  
 
For all of us in education, we are driven by the joy we get from seeing children every day. Their 
wonder, curiosity, and engagement with the world are the reasons we have chosen this path. I 
miss seeing you and your children and was so looking forward to resuming this incredible year 
together-in person. While it is disappointing to return remotely, due to the changes in our world, 
it is absolutely necessary. This time apart will only be temporary, and I am confident that we will 
use it to continue to redefine learning in new and exciting ways.  
 
With your children in mind, our team has been working hard over this break to plan for a 
successful launch of BankStreet@Home. As you will see in this document, we have put together 
a thoughtful plan, guided by developmental principles, to support your child’s transition into this 
modality of learning. The schedules are provided to give families an idea of how the day will be 
structured, teachers will communicate specific schedules on Monday morning to students and 
families. In the spirit of partnership, we are asking that you please review our Community Norms 
with your children before Monday.  
 
In consultation with schools in NYC and across the country, one of the primary 
recommendations has been to be flexible and ready to adapt. We will be constantly assessing 
our program to make sure that we are meeting the needs of our community in a way that is 
consistent with our values. In doing that, we will directly solicit your feedback after the first week. 
I am confident that through our collaboration, we will continue to grow, improve, and meet the 
needs of your children together.  
 
Please read through all of the updates and links below and throughout this letter. I hope the 
information and resources provided will be valuable.  
 
Updates 
 

● March 30 will be a planning day for teachers. You will receive an email from your child’s 
teaching team before 12pm, outlining the plan for the week, and the learning 
opportunities and expectations.  

○ Students can use this day to setup their BankStreet@Home work space (see 
details below) 

● Feel free to join your children for an Assembly on Wednesday, April 1 at 9:30am. The 
Zoom link will be sent to your child next week.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O1gr42rEPgBiKsAb3-fvGdWQvpNeEcW5bpS890221jY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RfD8-ncnO5WeovtFT-x12yLhzvBf2PaRIij5kjXHTdU/edit?usp=sharing


● Following the lead from NYS public schools and our peer schools, we will be cancelling 
the Spring 2020 CTP-5 (ERBs) and reassessing in the Fall. We are in consultation with 
ERB and admissions directors, and will keep you up to date with what we learn. Lisa 
Khakee, our Director of High School Placement and Exmissions, and I will be 
communicating with 12/13s families directly in the next few weeks with additional 
information.  

 
Invitations 
 

● Family “Virtual Coffee” via Zoom Friday, April 3 from 10:00-11:00am 
○ Upper School families are invited to an informal check in with Saara, to connect, 

review the week, and discuss the next phase in BankStreet@Home. 
● Setup your work space with our learning specialists!  

○ Working from home is new for students, and we are committed to helping them 
be successful! To that end, Steph and Anna have prepared a video and guide for 
students and families on how to set up an organized learning area at home.  

○ Students are encouraged to sign up for a “site inspection” or share photos of their 
learning space with Steph or Anna.  

● Family support groups with Laurie. These are opportunities for families to connect with 
each other, guided by our Psychologist, Laurie, and discuss what might be on their 
minds in this uncertain time. The links below will take you to the Zoom meeting, we will 
also update the calendar.  

○ 10/11s Monday, March 30 @ 1pm 
○ 11/12s Tuesday, March 31 @ 1pm 
○ 12/13s Wednesday, April 1 @ 2pm 
○ 13/14s Thursday, April 2 @ 1pm 

● Student check-ins 
○ I am eager to see as many students as possible the first week for check-ins. 

Please remind your children to check their Bank Street email starting Monday, for 
a message and invitation from me.  

 
Thank you so much for reading through this letter. I want to end by sharing with you how driven 
and motivated we are to find ways to engage and make our time together this year, the light that 
gets us through a difficult time. Constraints drive creativity, and we will emerge stronger and 
more unified as a community! I look forward to embarking on this journey with you and your 
children. I am sending you my heartfelt wishes for the good health and safety of your loved 
ones.  
 
Warmly,  

 

https://zoom.us/j/404388863
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jDIQIJsWo2pTLySqIGJyhCVh4HvXUqHW/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BtZ9nezqWr8sbYAzru5Y9PvEo-ahpRlyYbsaesqx9Ww/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:slevee@bankstreet.edu
mailto:asoeran@bankstreet.edu
https://zoom.us/j/3302680738
https://zoom.us/j/3302680738
https://zoom.us/j/3302680738
https://zoom.us/j/3302680738

