
 

 
  

  

June 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
As our world grapples with the brutal murders of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, 
and George Floyd--harrowing reminders of the ongoing, systemic racism that is our 
nation’s original sin--many of us are left wondering what to do, what to say, and 
how to be. BlackLivesMatter continues to be a powerful movement for justice, and 
still we have so much work to do to protect innocent Black people from 
disproportionate harm, violence, and oppression. 
 
Over the past ten weeks, we have been called upon to subordinate our individual 
wants, needs, and desires in a collective effort to shield the most vulnerable 
among us from COVID, yet to combat racism, we must take it upon ourselves to 
find ways to address this even more embedded public health crisis. As a step in 
that direction, we would like to invite you to attend a special virtual Community 
Forum on Tuesday evening, 6/2 from 7-8 PM to discuss how we, as adult 
community members at Bank Street, can support each other and our children 
during this acute period of anxiety, outrage, and unrest.  
 
You have already heard from Emily, Preeti, and Saara, as well as classroom 
teachers, about our work with students in school and resources for talking about 
race and racism at home. Tomorrow evening’s forum, led by Coy Dailey, Director 
of Diversity and Equity, and in consultation from the Parent Advisory Board, will lift 
the voices of fellow parents and community members who are active in the fight 
against racism. These panelists will share how they are engaging their own 
children to make meaning of current events while raising them to be the 
changemakers that our school so deeply values and instills. From there, we will 
move into smaller breakout groups for more intimate dialogue, and we will come 



 

back at the end to share new insights. Whether you have come to a past forum or 
not, we do hope that--even with short notice--you will rally and join us for this 
important conversation. 
 
Please note that we are putting tomorrow’s Bank Street Connects, previously 
scheduled to be focused on healthy cooking, on hold in deference to this 
gathering.  
 
With only eight days of school remaining, and with so much on our collective 
hearts and minds, please know that we are all here for your children and for you as 
we head down the home stretch. Feel free to reach out to any member of the 
School for Children leadership team if you have any questions about our approach 
or how we can support you. I look forward to seeing many of you on Tuesday night 
at the Community Forum. 
 
Missing you, 

 
 
Jed Lippard 
Head of School 
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