
 

  

  

April 6, 2020 
 
Dear School for Children Families, 
 
As we head into Week 2 of BankStreet@Home, my thoughts remain with each of 
you and your families. As a leadership team, we very much appreciate the Friday 
Feedback you submitted over the weekend. We heard from 74 unique respondents 
in response to three overarching questions pertaining to BankStreet@Home: (1) 
What has been successful; (2) What has been challenging; and (3) How can we 
help?  
 
As you might imagine, whereas the current situation has dramatically affected all of 
our lives, the impact on individuals and families differs tremendously based on a 
variety of factors. Not surprisingly, therefore, the feedback is also highly variable, 
yet there are a number of consistent themes worth noting: 

1. We need to do a better job streamlining our communications. 
2. Some of the technology platforms have been difficult to navigate. 
3. By age group, we need to strike the right balance between synchronous and 

asynchronous learning as well as between child-directed and adult-led 
learning. 

Please know that we are working hard to improve these issues as we strive to 
maximize the benefits of BankStreet@Home. We will also administer a new Friday 
Feedback survey for the next two weeks to monitor progress and keep tabs on 
emerging insights and experiences within the community. For more information 
about what’s evolved this week, I encourage you to tune into this week’s Monday 
Memo Podcast. 



 
As for the week ahead, I want to call your attention to the following events: 

• On Tuesday afternoon, April 7 from 4:30-5:30 PM, we will hold our 
first Bank Street Connects gathering with our Mental Health Team to 
discuss “Parenting During a Pandemic: What is Good Enough?” Click 
this Bank Street Connects Zoom Link to access this event. To dial in, the 
number is +1 504-941-9942, PIN: 273 842 063#. 

• On Wednesday evening, April 8 from 8-9 PM, we will hold the first of 
two support groups for Bank Street family members who are essential 
health care workers. The goal of this gathering is to provide a time and 
space for those on the front lines of the pandemic to connect with each 
other and to identify ways that the school and the broader Bank Street 
community can provide support during these harrowing times. Click 
this Health Care Worker Support Zoom Link #1 to access this event. 

• Once again, on Thursday morning, April 9 from 8-9 AM, I will be holding 
my virtual lobby duty. Stop by with your kids to say hello and connect with 
other community members. This week I will be showing how to make one of 
my favorite artistic designs. Click this Virtual Lobby Duty Zoom Link to 
access this event. 

• On Saturday morning, April 11 from 10-11 AM, we will hold the second of 
two support groups for Bank Street family members who are essential 
health care workers. Click this Health Care Worker Support Zoom Link 
#2 to access this event. 

Lastly, at our faculty gathering this morning, colleagues brought and shared haiku 
(Japanese form of poetry in three lines with 5/7/5 syllables per line). Here’s a 
sampling of the poems that emerged. Could be a fun activity for your families as 
well! 
 
Living with parents 
I am regressing slowly 
Mom does my laundry 
 
Why am I so tired? 
Together at home is tough 



 

Where did the day go? 
 
I did not do one, 
So I quickly wrote this out, 
While Jed was speaking 
 
Let’s all take a pause 
Quarantine demands patience 
Silence echoes forth 
 
Today’s a work day 
I know cause I’m wearing sweats 
Instead of PJs 
 
Sending good vibes, especially to those who are struggling most-- 
 

 
 
Jed Lippard 
Head of School 
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