
 
  

  

 

 

A Message from Jed to Bank Street Students 

 
Dear Families, 
 
As you may know, this is Teacher Appreciation Week, and now more than ever, 
our teachers deserve your appreciation. Without a doubt, this is a hard chapter in 
our lives. As humans, we are not cut out for physical isolation, and those of us 
who choose to be in the helping professions are particularly challenged by the 
separation from those who give us purpose and joy. And yet, with each passing 
day/week/month, our teachers continue to work tirelessly to stay connected 
with and provide meaningful learning opportunities to your children. On behalf of 



 

the entire leadership team, I encourage you to heed the Parents Association’s call 
to send emails, cards, and other notes of gratitude to the extraordinary educators 
who are the heart and soul of our school.  
 
On a personal note, I realize that the big news of last week is still heavy and hard 
for many in our community. I have appreciated the expressions of support and 
gratitude but also understand the feelings of disappointment and disbelief. To 
reiterate, I love Bank Street and am fully committed to supporting a smooth and 
effective transition over the next two months; this has already begun with Doug 
Knecht, a person and educator I admire deeply, joining a series of School for 
Children meetings and events this week. We will continue to work together 
through the end of June, and I am confident that the team we have in place will 
provide strength and stability in weathering the current storm. 
 
To complement the letter I wrote last week, I created the short video above 
to share with your children. Please know that I am available for individual 
conversations and would love to hop on Zoom with any kids or families who 
might want to connect. You can reach out to me directly or schedule a time 
through Diana Pondt at dpondt@bankstreet.edu. I also look forward to being 
together in person as soon as we are able to do so safely. 

Here are some highlights and happenings for the week ahead: 

• If you have about 20 minutes, I encourage you to listen to this 
week’s Monday Memo Podcast, In this episode, you will meet Doug 
Knecht, the Interim Dean of Children’s Programs for the 2020-2021 
school year, and learn more about his background, interests, and hopes for 
the year ahead. 

• As a reminder, there is no school this Thursday, May 7 or next 
Wednesday, May 13 to accommodate Spring Conferences.  

• Because of conferences, there will be no Virtual Lobby duty this week, but 
I look forward to gathering with you all again next Thursday, May 14 form 
8-9 AM via this Zoom Link. 

• Over the next several weeks, we will be sharing more information about 
the timeline and plans for the school reopening, including a series of Town 
Hall Community Meetings with Shael, Doug, Laura, and me. For now, save 



 

the date for our first round of meetings on Thursday, May 14 from 7-8 
PM and Friday, May 15 from 12-1 PM. 

May the recent burst of springlike weather be a harbinger of things to come and 
provide some relief amidst the isolation we are all experiencing. 
 
Missing you-- 

 
 
Jed Lippard 
Head of School 

   

 

     

 

 
Copyright © 2020 Bank Street College of Education, All rights reserved. 
 
 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

  




