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When	you	enter	the	multi-storied	
campus	of	the	Bank	Street	School	
for	Children,	you	feel	the	genuine	
welcome,	the	warmth	and	the	
energy	of	this	special	oasis	for	
children	and	families	in	New	York	
City.	This	is	a	city	school	that	holds	
an	unequalled	reputation	in	the	
world	of	progressive	Nursery-
Grade	8	education.	Families	
choose	to	send	their	children	to	
Bank	Street	School	for	Children	
because	the	program	
authenticates	its	values	and	
embodies	a	joyful,	safe,	and	
expansive	home	for	young	and	
mature	alike.	A	dynamic	academic	
program	that	is	balanced	with	a	
genuine	dedication	to	serving	
children,	ages	3	through	14,	
characterizes	the	School.	There	is	
an	unmistakable	intentionality	
with	meaningful	connections	as	
students,	teachers,	staff,	and	
parents	come	together	in	a	
remarkably	close-knit	and	caring	
learning	community.	This	treasure	
of	a	School	nurtures	and	ignites	
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THE	SCHOOL

School	for	Children	serves	as	an	
effective	and	informed	site	for	the	
progressive	pedagogies	developed,	
enriched	and	constantly	refined	in	
the	graduate	school.	The	School	
embraces	its	strong	progressive	
and	whole-child	heritage,	
translating	the	latest	neuroscience	
research	into	practical,	strength-
based,	child-driven	and	child-based	
teaching	and	learning.	The	School	
is	authentic	in	its	commitment	to	
ensuring	that	children	are	known,	
understood,	respected	and	
empowered,	and	is	undeniably	
committed	to	diversity,	equity,	and	
social	justice.

“We	hope	to	imbue	students	with	an	
experimental,	critical,	ardent	approach	to	
their	work	and	to	the	social	problems	of	the	
world.		If	we	can	do	this,	we	are	ready	to	

leave	the	future	to	them.”	
Lucy	Sprague	Mitchell,	Founder

young	learners	and	produces	
graduates	who	thrive	in	the	
competitive	high	schools	of	New	York	
City.

Bank	Street	School	for	Children	is	a	
non-sectarian,	501(c)(3),	fully	
accredited,	coeducational,	
independent	day	school.	It	is	a	

multigenerational	
community	of	learners	on	
a	lifelong	quest	to	reflect,	
grow,	engage,	and	
flourish.	Operating	as	an	
independent	school	within	
the	larger	Bank	Street	
College	of	Education,	the	
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THE	MISSION	AND	CREDO
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The	heart	of	Bank	Street	lies	in	its	
efforts	to	keep	the	joy	of	learning	alive	
by	filling	children’s	days	with	wonder,	
play,	laughter,	connection	and	
discovery.	

Its	mission	is	clear:

The	mission	of	Bank	Street	is	to	
improve	the	education	of	children	and	
their	teachers	by	applying	to	the	
education	process	all	available	
knowledge	about	learning	and	growth	
and	by	connecting	teaching	and	
learning	meaningfully	to	the	outside	
world.	In	so	doing,	we	seek	to	
strengthen	not	only	individuals,	but	
the	community	as	well,	including	
family,	school,	and	the	larger	society	
in	which	adults	and	children,	in	all	
their	diversity,	interact	and	learn.	We	
see	in	education	the	opportunity	to	
build	a	better	society.

The	School’s	Credo	defines	the	spirit	of	
imaginative	and	critical	inquiry	that	
informs	the	program:

What	potentialities	in	human	beings	–	
children,	teachers,	and	ourselves	–	do	we	
want	to	see	develop?

• A	zest	for	living	that	comes	
from	taking	in	the	world	with	all	
five	senses	alert

• Lively	intellectual	curiosities	
that	turn	the	world	into	an	
exciting	laboratory	and	keep	one	
ever	a	learner

• Flexibility	when	confronted	
with	change	and	ability	to	
relinquish	patterns	that	no	
longer	fit	the	present

• The	courage	to	work,	unafraid	
and	efficiently,	in	a	world	of	new	
needs,	new	problems,	and	new	
ideas.	Gentleness	combined	with	

justice	in	passing	judgments	
on	other	human	beings

• Sensitivity,	not	only	to	the	
eternal	formal	rights	of	the	
“other	fellow,’	but	to	him	as	
another	human	being	seeking	
a	good	life	through	his	own	
standards

• A	striving	to	live	
democratically,	in	and	out	of	
schools,	as	the	best	way	to	
advance	our	concept	of	
democracy

The	Credo	demands	ethical	
standards	as	well	as	scientific	
attitudes.	The	work	is	based	on	the	
faith	that	human	beings	can	improve	
the	society	they	have	created.

The	Bank	Street	methodologies	are	
based	on	holding	the	utmost	respect	
for	children,	honoring	their	
individuality,	understanding	their	
learning	styles,	and	guiding	them	to	
become	the	best	possible	version	of	
themselves.	Children	are	given	time	
and	space	to	grow,	to	wonder,	to	
question,	to	discover,	and	to	mature.	
A	deep	understanding	of	the	
developmental	stages	of	cognitive,	
social,	emotional,	and	physical	
growth	informs	the	curriculum,	

pedagogy,	and	practice.	It	is	no	
secret	that	the	faculty	and	staff	keep	
continually	informed	of	best	
practices	and	critical	links	between	
relational	engagement	and	learning,	
cognition,	physical	health,	
occupational	functioning,	
communication	and	any	other	aspect	
of	toddler/child/adolescent	
development.	Carefully	designed	
teaching	and	learning	experiences	
are	integrated	across	subjects,	
drawing	on	powerful,	relevant	
content	and	student	interests	to	
strengthen	internal	motivation	and	
confident	voices.	

Active	learning	and	questioning	are	
encouraged	at	Bank	Street	and	
students	are	expected	to	utilize	their	
knowledge	and	skills	creatively.	High	
expectations	are	coupled	with	
appropriate	framing	and	scaffolding	
throughout	the	entirety	of	the	
program,	so	students	receive	the	
optimal	amount	of	challenge	and	
support.	In	this	way,	Bank	Street	
expertly	prepares	students	to	be	
innovators	and	achievers	who	have	
the	flexibility,	skills,	and	inclinations	
to	solve	problems,	old	and	new,	and	
take	responsibility	for	thoughts,	
beliefs,	articulations	and	actions.
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THE	POSITION
The	School	seeks	an	energetic,	
purposeful	and	accomplished	Dean	of	
Children’s	Programs/Head	of	the	School	
for	Children	to	partner	with	the	President	
of	the	Bank	Street	College	of	Education	
and	his	cabinet	in	building	upon	the	
School’s	history	and	reputation	for	
providing	a	well-rounded	and	excellent	
educational	experience.	This	dean	will	
also	work	closely	with	the	Dean	of	the	
Graduate	School	to	ensure	a	solid	
foundation	between	the	schools	and	
purposely	further	the	effectiveness	of	
current	and	future	Bank	Street	program	
strengths	and	offerings.	This	is	an	exciting	
opportunity	for	a	new	leader	to	embrace	
all	that	Bank	Street	stands	for,	to	
continue	its	100+year	legacy	as	a	leader	
and	innovator	in	progressive	education,	
to	propel	social	justice	and	equity	
initiatives,	and	to	share	with	others	a	
vision	for	its	development,	growth	and	
effective	and	sustained	service	to	the	
larger	community	and	world.	The	Family	
Center,	an	inclusive	early	childhood	
program	for	children	ages	6	months	
through	5	years,	and	Summer	Camp	also	
fall	under	the	Dean’s	responsibilities.

Bank	Street	College	of	Education	was	
founded	in	1916	in	New	York	City	by	
visionary	educator	Lucy	Sprague	Mitchell	
as	The	Bureau	of	Education	Experiments	
(BEE),	a	laboratory	nursery	school,	
staffed	by	teachers,	psychologists,	and	
researchers	who	worked	collaboratively	
to	discover	the	environments	in	which	
children	grew	and	learned	to	their	full	
potential	and	to	educate	teachers	on	how	
to	create	and	sustain	these	environments	
in	and	out	of	the	classroom.	The	School	
for	Children	began	with	its	first	class	in	
1954	and	gradually	expanded	to	include	
children	ages	3	through	13.

THE	HISTORY
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Mitchell	was	influenced	by	the	work	of	John	
Dewey	and	built	a	powerful	network	of	
researchers	and	educators	committed	to	
reimagining	how	children	learn	and	develop.	The	
School	became	known	not	only	for	its	
contribution	to	the	education	of	young	children,	
but	for	the	development	of	its	teachers	skilled	in	
hands-on	learning	designed	not	only	to	
understand	the	world,	but	also	how	to	change	it	
for	the	better.	

The	School	for	Children	today	stands	as	an	
independent	demonstration	school	for	the	Bank	
Street	College	of	Education	and	is	a	working	
model	of	the	College’s	approach	to	effective	
teaching	and	learning.	Education	at	the	school	is	
experience-based,	interdisciplinary,	
collaborative	and	with	an	emphasis	on	educating	
the	whole	child.	The	focus	on	social	justice	has	
always	been	central	to	a	Bank	Street	education	
and	is	a	deeply	held	value	throughout	the	School	
community,	intentionally	woven	into	all	aspects	
of	school	life.

The	founder’s	spirit	of	innovation	and	genuine	
“joy	for	teaching	and	learning”	are	common	
threads	in	the	school’s	history,	growth,	and	
development.	Today,	this	philosophy	still	guides	
and	distinguishes	the	school.	Every	day,	Bank	
Street	School	for	Children	teachers	think	outside	
the	box	and	explore	fresh	ways	to	engage	and	
challenge	their	students.

"My	daughter	started	at	Bank	Street	in	2nd	grade,	
and	coming	from	a	public	school,	we	were	looking	for	
a	nurturing	environment	that	encouraged	learning	
through	play.	As	we	moved	through	the	grades,	it	
was	heartening	to	see	that	the	curriculum	became	
more	academically	rigorous	and	prepared	students	

for	the	challenges	of	high	school."
—Mother	of	an	Eighth	Grader
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THE	PLACE
Bank	Street	School	for	Children	
and	the	College	of	Education	have	
a	common	administration	and	
share	the	building	at	610	West	
112th	Street	between	Broadway	
and	Riverside	Drive	on	
Manhattan’s	Upper	West	Side.

Very	few	schools	can	rival	the	
unique	West	Side	location	in	
Manhattan,	the	presence	of	a	
strong	and	effective	nursery/
elementary/middle	school,	an	
exemplary	college	partner	
dedicated	to	graduate-only	
teacher	training,	and	the	Bank	
Street	Educational	Center,	which	is	
the	public	impact	arm	of	the	
College	supporting	the	school	
systems	across	the	country	in	
improving	teaching	and	learning.	

Nestled	within	the	Upper	West	Side,	
the	School	combines	the	vibrancy	of	
a	city	environment	in	the	midst	of	a	
multi-use	neighborhood	with	
purposeful	programming	for	active	
learning.	This	includes	expansive	
outdoor	learning	spaces	that	are	
extensions	of	the	classrooms,	and	
open	and	light-filled	playscapes.	
With	distinctive	playgrounds	and	
play	decks	settled	among	the	
indoor	and	outdoor	spaces	and	
common	areas,	Bank	Street	is	a	
warm	and	welcoming	habitat	for	
students,	teachers,	and	school	
families.

The	School’s	facilities	are	well	
maintained	and	complementary	to	
the	surrounding	area.	Student	art	
graces	the	hallways	and	common	
areas	and	celebrates	the	strong	
commitment	to	creativity,	diversity,	

inclusion,	social	justice	and	
individual	expression.	These	spaces	
include:

• Light-filled	classrooms,

• Art	and	work	studios,

• Science,	classroom,	and	
computer	laboratories,

• A	welcoming	and	68,000+	
book-filled	children’s	library,

• Reading	and	meeting	areas	
adjacent	to	classrooms,

• A	multi-purpose	meeting	
space,

• Inner	courtyards	and	
distinctive	play	areas,	and

• Open	spaces	where	families,	
parents	and	guests	
congregate	at	all	times	of	
the	day.	
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Bank	Street	people	exude	a	palpable	
warmth,	charm,	and	energy.	
Whether	in	the	classroom	or	on	an	
outdoor	adventure	or	a	community	
service	project	in	partnership	with	a	
local	or	non-profit,	there	is	a	
purposeful	agenda	that	both	
students	and	adults	at	Bank	Street	
fully	embrace.	Members	of	this	
learning	community	are	united	in	
their	dedication	to	the	mission	of	
the	School.

The	Students
The	School	serves	a	student	body	of	
400+	students,	many	of	whom	arrive	
as	curious	three-year-olds	and	who	
leave	ready	to	tackle	high	school	
confidently,	prepared	in	their	
academic,	ethical,	and	personal	
growth	to	join	the	most	rigorous	
area	schools.	

These	students	can	be	themselves,	
as	they	tackle	new	challenges,	learn	
from	mistakes,	and	come	to	
appreciate	the	importance	of	
working,	playing,	engaging,	and	
solving	collaboratively.	Bank	Street	
is	a	school	poised	for	continued	
educational	excellence.	Its	nursery	
through	middle	school	program	is	
deeply	rooted	in	well-researched	
teaching	and	learning	principles	and	
practices,	including	an	
extraordinarily	well-articulated	
commitment	to	social	and	
emotional	learning,	social	justice,	
diversity	and	inclusion,	and	whole-
brain	and	body	development.		
Strong	intellectual	engagement	and	
academic	growth	are	evident	at	all	
grade	levels.	Learning	through	
inquiry	finds	students	asking	
questions,	investigating,	gathering	
data,	considering	possible	

outcomes,	and	determining	viable	
conclusions.	Small	class	sizes	and	
flexible	groupings	encourage	
interaction,	conversations,	and	
collaboration.	A	hallmark	of	the	
School	is	the	constant	hum	of	
exploration	and	engagement	that	
emanates	from	the	halls,	classrooms,	
meeting	and	play	areas.	There	are	
Student	Affinity	groups	that	invite	
conversation,	trust,	respect	and	
collaborative	discussions.	These	
include	Kids	of	Color	(KOC),	Touched	
by	Adoption	and	Banana	Splits	(for	
children	with	divorced	parents).

The	Staff
“Passionate,	energetic,	insightful,	
caring,	loving,	and	innovative…”	
These	are	words	that	characterize	
the	faculty	and	staff	at	Bank	Street.	
Teachers	believe	wholeheartedly	in	
the	School	and	are	dedicated	to	the	
notion	that	a	“hands-on”	and	
collaborative	learning	environment	
can	empower	children	to	actively	
discover,	question,	understand,	
innovate,	and	succeed.	With	an	
emphasis	on	self-advocacy,	staff	
creates	an	empowering	community	
for	students,	developing	highly	

THE	SCHOOL	COMMUNITY valued	skills	that	make	Bank	Street	
students	valuable	members	and	
leaders	of	their	future	high	school	
communities.

Over	2/3	of	the	teachers	are	
graduates	of	College.	Steeped	in	
Bank	Street’s	distinctive	
developmental-interaction	
approach,	teachers	are	deeply	
attuned	to	each	child’s	
developmental	path	and	work	hard	
to	design	curriculum	and	ingrate	
materials	that	are	just	right	for	the	
child	as	they	interact	with	other	
children,	teachers,	and	the	world	
around	them.

Staff	consistently	models	the	
School’s	commitments	to	respect,	
social	justice,	inclusion,	human	
rights,	and	restorative	practices.	
There	is	a	mutual	respect	for	all,	
and	students	and	staff	are	known	
and	addressed	by	their	first	names.	
As	such,	staff	and	students	are	
partners	in	teaching	and	learning.	
Staff	Affinity	Groups	include	the	
Educators	of	Color	(EOC)	and	the	
White	Anti-Racist	Affinity	Group	
(WAAG).	
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The	Cabinet
The	Dean	of	Children’s	Programs/
Head	of	the	School	for	Children	
reports	to	the	President	of	the	Bank	
Street	College	of	Education	and	works	
alongside	an	outstanding	team	of	
administrators.	The	Cabinet	is	
composed	of	the	President,	a	Chief	of	
Staff,	Vice-Presidents	of	the	Bank	
Street	Education	Center,	
Development,	and	Governance	and	
Community	Engagement,	the	Chief	
Operation	Officer,	the	Deputy	Chief	
Operating	Officer,	and	the	Deans	of	
the	Graduate	School	of	Education	and	
Children’s	Programs.	Cabinet	
members	maintain	a	dynamic	
relationship	with	the	President,	and	
each	has	oversight	of	the	programs	
and	activities	of	the	many	
organizations	of	the	Bank	Street	
College	of	Education.	Although	a	large	
and	relatively	complex	organization,	
each	division	is	characterized	by	
shared	purpose	and	clear	boundaries.	
Singularly	apparent	is	Cabinet	
member	dedication	to	the	entire	Bank	
Street	mission	and	practice.	

The	School’s	Administration
Bank	Street	School	for	Children’s	
administrative	team	is	talented	and	
dedicated.	The	Dean/Head	of	School	
is	supported	by:

consciousness,	for	the	priority	
placed	on	students’	social-
emotional	development,	for	its	
quality	teaching	and	learning,	and	
for	its	affiliation	with	a	practicing	
and	successful	teacher-training	
graduate	program.	Many	parents	
make	a	personal	sacrifice	for	the	
cost	of	independent	education	
and	also	devote	volunteer	hours	to	
the	School.	Parents	clearly	
understand	that	Bank	Street	is	
dedicated	to	making	each	child’s	
early	childhood,	elementary	and	
middle	school	experiences	rich,	
diverse,	personalized,	challenging,	
and	focused	on	the	outcomes	that	
will	serve	them	for	a	lifetime.

Parents	are	active	volunteers	that	
plan	and	host	events	and	
programs	throughout	the	school	
year.	From	Back-to-School	
Gatherings	to	the	Fall	Fair,	Talent	
Show,	Spelling	Bee,	Book	Fair,	
Green	Action	Task	Force	
Gatherings,	Family	Potluck,	and	a	
the	myriad	of	other	activities	
throughout	the	year,	parent	
involvement	is	paramount	and	
very	important	to	the	life	at	
School.	

Bank	Street	also	supports	parents	
and	family	members	to	participate	
in	affinity	groups.	These	affinity	
groups	strengthen	the	ties	within	
the	community	and	are	central	to	
creating	an	inclusive	and	thriving	
constituency.	Active	affinity	
groups	include	Parents	of	Children	
of	Color	(POCOC),	Lesbian,	Gay,	
Bisexual,	Transgender,	Queer	and	
Allies	(LGBTQA),	Learning	
Diversity	Support	Group,	White	
Anti-Racists	Group	(WAG),	and	
Touched	by	Adoption	Group.

• Academic	division	leaders	
who	are	pedagogical	
facilitators	in	the	areas	of	
early	childhood,	elementary	
and	middle	school,	

• An	Admissions	Director,	

• A	Director	of	Development,

• A	Director	of	Technology,	

• A	Camp	Director,	

• A	Director	of	Diversity	and	
Inclusion,

• Family	Center	Director,	

• An	Extended	Day	and	
Summer	Program	Director,	
and

• A	Director	of	Secondary	
School	Placement.		

This	administrative	team	works	
hand-in-hand	with	the	Dean/Head	of	
School	to	manage	the	day-to-day	
schedule,	activities,	student	
engagement,	operations,	and	
programming.	

The	Families		
Families	select	Bank	Street	School	
for	Children	because	of	its	premiere	
reputation	for	progressive	
education,	for	its	commitment	to	
social	justice	and	anti-racist	

“Building	materials	await	the	arrival	of	children...stacks	of	
hollow	blocks—big	and	small	rectangles,	squares,	and	ramps—
line	the	walls…	then	the	children	come,	with	their	stories	and	
their	pretending,	and	their	will	to	build	everything	they	need	to	
make	their	imaginaJon	take	form	into	a	real	new	world…	they	
seem	to	know	just	what	to	do	or	they	teach	each	other	about	
the	endless	possibiliJes	of	building	and	playing	with	blocks.”

—4/5s	Head	Teacher
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THE	POSITION
The	School	seeks	an	energetic,	
purposeful	and	accomplished	Dean	of	
Children’s	Programs/Head	of	School	for	
Children	to	partner	with	the	President	of	
the	Bank	Street	College	of	Education	and	
his	cabinet	in	building	upon	the	School’s	
history	and	reputation	for	providing	a	
well-rounded	and	excellent	educational	
experience.	This	dean	will	also	work	
closely	with	the	Dean	of	the	Graduate	
School	to	ensure	a	solid	foundation	
between	the	schools	and	purposely	
further	the	effectiveness	of	current	and	
future	Bank	Street	program	strengths	
and	offerings.	This	is	an	exciting	
opportunity	for	a	new	leader	to	embrace	
all	that	Bank	Street	stands	for,	to	
continue	its	100+year	legacy	as	a	leader	
and	innovator	in	progressive	education,	
to	propel	social	justice	and	equity	
initiatives,	and	to	share	with	others	a	
vision	for	its	development,	growth	and	
effective	and	sustained	service	to	the	
larger	community	and	world.	The	Family	
Center,	an	inclusive	early	childhood	
program	for	children	ages	6	months	
through	5	years,	and	Summer	Camp	also	
fall	under	the	Dean’s	responsibilities.

Bank	Street	College	of	Education	was	
founded	in	1916	in	New	York	City	by	
visionary	educator	Lucy	Sprague	Mitchell	
as	The	Bureau	of	Education	Experiments	
(BBE),	a	laboratory	nursery	school,	
staffed	by	teachers,	psychologists,	and	
researchers	who	worked	collaboratively	
to	discover	the	environments	in	which	
children	grew	and	learned	to	their	full	
potential	and	to	educate	teachers	on	how	
to	create	and	sustain	these	environments	
in	and	out	of	the	classroom.	The	School	
for	Children	began	with	its	first	class	in	
1954	and	gradually	expanded	to	include	
children	ages	3	through	13.

THE	HISTORY
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THE	CURRICULUM	AND	
PROGRAM
The	School	is	divided	into	Lower	
School	(nursery,	Pre-Kindergarten	
and	Kindergarten),	Middle	School	
(Grades	1-4),	and	Upper	School	
(Grades	5-8)	divisions	that	
accommodate	the	differing	
developmental	stages	and	curricular	
needs	of	students.

The	entire	nursery	through	grade	8	
curriculum	embraces	a	philosophy	of	
valuing	and	addressing	differing	
rates	and	styles	of	learning,	while	
striving	to	develop	basic	skills,	
critical	thinking,	self-awareness,	and	
respect	of	self	and	others	and	are	
detailed	in	curriculum	statements	
for	each	division	and	for	each	grade	
level	with	accompanying	
responsibility	accountability	
assignments.		

Children	at	the	School	are	at	the	
very	center	of	the	learning	process.	
Truly	incorporating	the	tenets	of	
John	Dewey	and	his	belief	that	
“education	is	the	process	of	living	
and	is	not	meant	to	be	the	
preparation	of	future	living”	(Dewey,	
1897),	the	program	reflects	

progressive	
education	at	
its	best.	
Teachers	work	
collaboratively	
to	create	risk-
friendly	
environments	
where	every	
child	is	
encouraged	to	
develop	their	
unique	
interests,	
talents,	
motivations,	and	skills.	Students	
are	given	every	opportunity	to	
succeed	and	to	garner	confidence	
in	their	undertakings	and	their	
interdependent	relationships.	
Mathematics,	literacy,	science,	and	
social	studies	are	content	areas	
that	students	explore	through	
project-based	modules	and	active	
learning	throughout	the	grades.	In	
addition,	physical	education,	
music,	visual	and	performing	arts,	
visual	literacy	and	creative	
expression,	acting,	Spanish	and	
French,	library	studies,	technology	
experiential	learning	and	social-
emotional	learning	activities	are	
also	integral	parts	of	the	curriculum	

throughout	all	grades.

The	subject	matter	
studied	at	Bank	Street	
comes	alive	from	the	
Nursery	through	
Middle	School	
because	students	are	
engaged,	connected,	
and	affirmed	in	their	
quest	to	establish	
independence,	
interpersonal	skills,	
and	identity.	Students	

tackle	increasingly	sophisticated	
concepts	and	questions	at	each	
grade	level,	while	acquiring	critical	
content-area	knowledge	and	skills.	
Individual,	small	group,	and	whole	
class	activities	cultivate	intellectual	
curiosity	and	inventiveness,	foster	
empathy	and	independence,	
encourage	perseverance,	and	
nurture	self-confidence.

Lower	School	(3/4s,	4/5s,	5/6s)
The	Lower	School	is	comprised	of	3	
and	4-year-olds,	4-	and	5-year-olds	
and	Kindergarteners.	Caring	and	
warm	adult	teachers	and	
specialists	who	form	strong,	
nurturing	and	trusting	
relationships	embrace	the	
youngest	children	at	the	School.	
Individual	attention	and	care	are	
pivotal	for	children	and	their	
families.	These	trusting	
foundational	relationships	with	
their	teachers	and	the	expert	
teaching	staff	form	the	basis	for	
responsible	engagement	and	child	
confidence.

Children	take	seriously	their	
imagining,	questioning,	
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THE	POSITION
The	School	seeks	an	energetic,	
purposeful	and	accomplished	Dean	of	
Children’s	Programs/Head	of	School	for	
Children	to	partner	with	the	President	of	
the	Bank	Street	College	of	Education	and	
his	cabinet	in	building	upon	the	School’s	
history	and	reputation	for	providing	a	
well-rounded	and	excellent	educational	
experience.	This	dean	will	also	work	
closely	with	the	Dean	of	the	Graduate	
School	to	ensure	a	solid	foundation	
between	the	schools	and	purposely	
further	the	effectiveness	of	current	and	
future	Bank	Street	program	strengths	
and	offerings.	This	is	an	exciting	
opportunity	for	a	new	leader	to	embrace	
all	that	Bank	Street	stands	for,	to	
continue	its	100+year	legacy	as	a	leader	
and	innovator	in	progressive	education,	
to	propel	social	justice	and	equity	
initiatives,	and	to	share	with	others	a	
vision	for	its	development,	growth	and	
effective	and	sustained	service	to	the	
larger	community	and	world.	The	Family	
Center,	an	inclusive	early	childhood	
program	for	children	ages	6	months	
through	5	years,	and	Summer	Camp	also	
fall	under	the	Dean’s	responsibilities.

Bank	Street	College	of	Education	was	
founded	in	1916	in	New	York	City	by	
visionary	educator	Lucy	Sprague	Mitchell	
as	The	Bureau	of	Education	Experiments	
(BBE),	a	laboratory	nursery	school,	
staffed	by	teachers,	psychologists,	and	
researchers	who	worked	collaboratively	
to	discover	the	environments	in	which	
children	grew	and	learned	to	their	full	
potential	and	to	educate	teachers	on	how	
to	create	and	sustain	these	environments	
in	and	out	of	the	classroom.	The	School	
for	Children	began	with	its	first	class	in	
1954	and	gradually	expanded	to	include	
children	ages	3	through	13.

THE	HISTORY
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experimenting,	and	discovery.	The	
superior	program	ignites	curiosity,	
problem	solving	and	creativity.	
Loving	teachers	and	assistant	
teachers	ensure	a	warm,	safe,	and	
nurturing	environment	for	their	
charges.	Outdoor	play,	social	
development	and	experiential	
learning	are	paramount	as	the	
youngest	children	on	campus	
question	and	process	the	world	
about	them.

Middle	School	(6/7s,	7/8s,	8/9s,	
9/10s)
In	Grades	1-4,	students	are	
developing	fascinating	theories	
about	their	world	while	honing	their	
skills	through	purposeful	learning	
across	disciplines.	An	intentional	
climate	of	inquiry	encourages	
children	to	take	risks	as	a	natural	
part	of	the	rich	academic	
experiences.	Thus,	students	in	the	
Lower	School	celebrate	curiosity,	
questioning,	and	joy	while	engaged	
in	the	pursuit	of	knowledge,	
relationships,	and	understanding.

The	Middle	School	program	exposes	
students	to	exciting	investigations	
that	allow	them	to	wonder	and	
refine	their	thinking.	A	combined	
focus	on	learning	collaboratively,	
while	also	building	on	the	individual	
skills	of	students,	helps	them	solidly	
grasp	age-appropriate	concepts.	

Speaking	and	writing	teaches	
children	to	engage	in	all	of	the	
processes	that	real	authors	use,	
including	generating	ideas,	creating	
drafts,	editing,	conferencing	with	
peers	and	teachers,	and	"publishing"	
books	on	subjects	that	interest	
them.	Service	learning	is	an	integral	
part	of	the	curriculum.	

The	Middle	School,	offers	increasingly	
sophisticated	concepts	across	subject	
areas—mathematical	thinking,	
challenging	literature	and	literacy	
projects,	scientific	experimentation,	
world	studies,	US	government,	drama,	
Spanish,	physical	education,	arts,	
music	and	purposeful	opportunities	to	
engage	the	world	creatively.	Teachers	
partner	with	students	as	they	
investigate,	analyze,	question,	
experiment,	reflect,	and	collaborate.

Upper	School	(10/11s,	11/12s,	12/13s,	
13/14s)
Upper	grade	students	assess	progress	
and	set	goals	for	their	own	future	
growth.	The	gift	of	self-discovery	and	
understanding	empowers	Bank	Street	
Upper	School	students,	providing	
opportunities	for	growth	and	reflection	
that	help	each	become	more	honest	
and	successful	in	their	quest	for	
meaningful	change,	maturity,	and	
growth	in	an	uncertain,	complex,	and	
diverse	world.	

Upper	School	athletics	reflect	the	
School’s	progressive	values.	Students	
compete	in	soccer,	basketball,	track,	

and	softball	against	other	
independent	schools	and	have	
brought	home	conference	banners—
as	well	as	frequent	sportsmanship	
awards.		

A	cursory	inspection	of	the	
curriculum	statements	for	Upper	
School	evidences	independent	
thinking,	open	mindset	theories	and	
practices	that	advocate	continuing	
quests	for	more	information	to	
formulate	action	plans	with	
accountability	and	self-reflection	
protocols.

Student-led	conferences	also	
deepen	self-analysis	and	self-
awareness	for	students	in	the	Upper	
School.		

After	School,	Auxiliary	Programs,	
Athletics	and	Summer	Camp	
Bank	Street	has	a	strong	
commitment	to	serving	students	
and	families	who	need	professional	
care	and	enrichment	beyond	the	
normal	school	day.	Extended	Day	
programming,	available	each	school	
day,	includes	free	play,	activities,	
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and	healthy	snacks.	Also	during	this	
after	school	period,	optional	mini-
courses	and	enrichment	classes	
provide	students	with	a	variety	of	
exciting	and	alternative	learning	
experiences	(e.g.,	Rock	Bank,	Chess,	
Minecraft,	Art,	Woodworking,	Music	
Lessons,	Cooking,	Sewing,	Science	
Wizards,	Clay,	Coding,	and	
TaeKwonDo).	

Upper	School	students	interested	in	
competitive	sports	meet	after	school	
twice	a	week	for	practices	and	games.	
Offered	in	the	fall	are	Volleyball,	
Soccer	and	Running,	in	the	winter,	
Basketball	and	in	the	spring,	Softball	
and	Running.

Bank	Street	also	hosts	a	Summer	
Camp	each	year	and	it	is	open	to	all	
children	ages	4	through	13.	The	Camp	
is	a	recreational	and	educational	
program	that	is	accredited	by	the	
American	Camp	Association.	The	
Summer	Camp	Staff	is	Bank	Street	
trained	and	many	are	graduates	of	
the	Bank	Street	School	for	Children	
and	the	Graduate	School.	The	camp	is	
filled	with	enthusiastic	youngsters	
who	participate	in	outdoor	and	indoor	
sports	and	field	adventures.	Thematic	
experiences	include	Spanish	
Immersion,	Broadway	Bound,	Sports	
Camp	and	Technology.	

School	Traditions	and	Community	
Service	Opportunities
During	the	course	of	the	year,	many	
special	traditions	make	the	Bank	
Street	experience	unique.	Numerous	
all-school	events	and	cultural	
activities	encourage	entire	
community	participation	and	range	
from	the	Spring	Auction	and	Benefit,	
Spirit	Day,	Field	Day,	Winter	and	
Spring	Concerts,	division	special	

overnight	trips	to	sleep	away	
camps,	Philadelphia	and	
Washington,	D.C.	trips,	the	Parent	
Band	Assemblies,	the	Lower	School	
Hoedown	and	the	Fall	Fair.	The	
highly	anticipated	all-school	“Bank	
Street’s	Got	Talent	Show,”	
presented	by	Parents	of	Children	of	
Color	affinity	group	to	the	mock	
elections	to	the	Buddy	Class	where	
older	students	mentor	younger	
ones,	further	evidence	that	a	
deeply	enriched	progressive	
education	produces	citizens	who	
are	creative,	productive	and	
contributing	members	of	society.

THE	FAMILY	CENTER

The	Bank	Street	Family	Center	is	an	
inclusive	center	that	provides	child-
centered,	developmentally	
appropriate,	and	culturally	sensitive	
services	and	support	for	families	of	
children	age	6	months	to	5	years.	
Grounded	in	Bank	Street’s	
progressive	philosophy,	The	Family	
Center	offers	a	childcare	program	
with	a	General	Education	Program	
and	Preschool	Special	Education	
Program	sharing	the	same	
classrooms.	Special	Education	
Services	are	offered	by	The	Family	
Center	in	children’s	school	or	home	
settings.	Playgroups	offer	infants	
and	toddlers	safe	opportunities	for	
developmentally	appropriate	play	
with	their	peers	and	parents/
caregivers.	

The	Family	Center	faculty	and	staff	
fully	embrace	thoughtful	paths	and	
use	strength-	based	individualized	
approaches	to	nurture	each	child’s	
potential.	

"It	was	clear	that	the	
teachers	at	Bank	Street	
were	an	extraordinary	

bunch."
Bank	Street	Alumni
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The	new	Dean	of	Children’s	Programs/
Head	of	the	School	for	Children	will	
benefit	from	many	strengths,	
including:

• Eager,	motivated,	active,	and	
happy	students	who	thrive	
academically,	socially,	morally,	
physically,	and	emotionally	
and	who	exhibit	a	strong	love	
for	their	school;

• Caring,	competent,	and	
dedicated	teachers	and	staff	
who	are	skilled	in	teaching	and	
learning,	and	versed	in	current	
best	teaching	practices,	
including	banner	progressive	
education	practices,	
development	of	the	whole	
brain,	social/emotional	
learning,	relational	
engagement,	critical	thinking	
skill	development,	restorative	
practices,	and	active-learning	
knowledge.	In	addition,	all	
staff	intentionally	promote	and	

mentor	mutual	respect	and	
emotional	literacy	among	the	
students	and	are	true	
advocates	for	justice,	diversity	
and	equity	in	a	continuing	
quest	for	a	peaceful	world	
society;

	
• A	strong	partnership	with	the	

Bank	Street	College	of	
Education	and	a	collaborative	
relationship	with	the	Dean	of	
the	Graduate	School,	
acknowledging	effective	
research	and	graduate	training	
for	professionals	and	a	
qualified	source	for	talented	
and	skilled	educators;

• A	talented	Bank	Street	Cabinet	
and	School	for	Children	
Administrative	Team	that	are	
willing	to	go	the	extra	mile	in	
making	the	School	operate	
smoothly	and	effectively;

• A	dedicated	parent	community	
that	strongly	supports	the	
School’s	mission	and	
philosophy;

• A	hard	working	and	
dedicated	College	
President	who	partners	
with	the	Dean	of	
Children’s	Programs/
Head	of	the	School	for	
Children,	understands	
independent	school	
governance,	thinks	
strategically,	and	is	an	
earnest	steward	and	
leader	of	the	College	and	
its	divisions;

	
• A	highly	intentional	and	

well-developed	
curriculum	that	provides	
clear	guidelines	for	
learning	goals	while	
allowing	flexibility	in	
teaching	methodology;	

• Well-maintained	
facilities	that	enhance	
the	School’s	program;

• A	long	history	of	
inclusion	and	equity	
stemming	from	the	
learnings,	experiences	
and	will	of	legendary	
founder,	Lucy	Sprague	
Mitchell;	and

• A	school	fully	accredited	
by	the	New	York	State	
Association	of	
Independent	Schools	
(NYSAIS),	having	
recently	completed	a	
successful	10-year	
NYSAIS	accreditation	
process.	Bank	Street	
School	for	Children	is	
also	a	member	of	the	
National	Association	of	
Independent	Schools.
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In	its	commitment	for	sustaining	
excellence,	Bank	Street	School	for	
Children	faces	significant	challenges.	
Like	many	independent	schools	in	
America	today,	the	School	is	faced	
with	the	need	to	grow	its	financial	
base	to	ensure	its	continuing	ability	to	
attract	and	retain	outstanding	staff,	to	
remain	accessible	and	affordable	for	a	
broad	range	of	families,	and	to	sustain	
its	exemplary	progressive	educational	
program.	At	the	same	time,	
demographics,	costs,	and	other	
educational	options	(including	good	
public	and	charter	schools	and	many	
private	and	independent	school	
choices),	have	combined	to	impose	
increased	competition	for	preschool,	
elementary,	and	middle	school-aged	
children	in	Manhattan.

The	principles	of	progressive	
education	have	become	trendy	as	
more	and	more	independent	schools	
market	to	millennial	parents.	
However,	Bank	Street	remains	as	New	

York	City’s	leading	Nursery-8th	Grade	
Progressive	School,	actively	and	
creatively	promoting	the	school	to	the	
larger	community	as	the	original	and	
premiere	leader	in	progressive	
education	and	making	a	public	case	
for	the	School’s	unique	and	
unparalleled	educational	experiences	
are	key	opportunities.	

In	addition,	the	next	Dean	of	
Children’s	Programs/Head	of	The	
School	for	Children	should	be	
prepared	to	work	in	close	partnership	
with	the	President	of	Bank	Street	
College	of	Education	and	the	faculty,	
staff,	and	administration	to	
accomplish	the	following:

• Successfully	leverage	the	
unique	relationships	and	
resources	that	exist	within	the	
Bank	Street	College	of	
Education	to	the	mutual	
benefit	of	the	Family	Center,	
School	for	Children,	Graduate	
School,	and	the	other	
divisions;

• Address	enrollment	
challenges	in	the	face	of	
rising	tuitions,	changing	
demographics,	and	
increased	competition	from	
public,	charter,	and	
independent	schools;

• Preserve	and	amplify	Bank	
Street	School	for	Children’s	
commitment	to	progressive	
education,	with	social	justice	
at	its	core;

• Work	effectively	within	an	
organizational	structure	that	
includes	several	divisions,	all	
reporting	to	the	President	of	
Bank	Street	College	of	
Education;

• Make	a	compelling	case	for	
the	Bank	Street	model,	
curriculum,	and	track	record	
of	success	with	prospective	
and	current	parents,	donors,	
and	the	wider	educational	
community	in	New	York	City;
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• Balance	the	need	to	be	
responsive	to	community	
input	with	an	ability	to	
articulate	a	vision,	make	
decisions,	and	execute.

The	successful	candidate	will	likely	
exhibit	the	following	characteristics,	
qualities,	skills,	and	experiences:

• Love	and	respect	for	children;

• Strong	advocate	for	the	Bank	
Street	model	of	progressive	
education;

• Bridge-builder	who	can	work	
effectively	within	a	complex	
organization;

• Understanding	of	the	
independent	school	culture	in	
New	York	City;

• Creative	problem-solver	with	
a	penchant	for	continuing	
professional	development;

• Ability	to	strike	the	right	
balance	between	maintaining	a	
warm,	approachable	presence	
and	being	a	clear,	visionary,	
and	decisive	leader	who	can	
also	manage	difficult	
conversations	and	work	
through	differences	of	opinion;	

• Capacity	to	develop	and	
nurture	instructional	growth	of	
faculty	and	the	school’s	
leadership	team	with	a	
commitment	to	cultivating	
teacher	leaders;

• Strong	planning	skills	and	the	
ability	to	skillfully	support	
complex	organizational	
change;

• Ability	to	develop	strategies	
and	formulate	proven	
marketing	and	branding	
approaches	to	optimize	
enrollment	and	curtail	attrition;

• Skilled	communicator	
who	is	energized	by	
marketing	the	School	to	
both	internal	and	external	
constituents;

• Connector	who	enjoys	
knowing	and	being	
known	by	students,	
faculty,	staff,	parents,	and	
alumni;

• Ability	to	fundraise	and	to	
share	the	unique	story	of	
the	Bank	Street	
experience;

• Lived	experience	
applicable	to	the	unique	
progressive	mission	of	
the	School	and	
unwavering	commitment	
to	diversity,	equity	and	
social	justice;	

• A	resource	and	partner	to	
parents	and	children	
ranging	from	early	
childhood	through	
adolescence;

• Sense	of	humor	and	the	
energy	and	optimism	
necessary	to	find	joy	in	
the	leadership	of	a	
dynamic	school	
community	and	to	
propagate	that	joy	
throughout	the	entire	
community;	and	

• Empathetic,	flexible,	
warm,	connected	and	
approachable.	
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APPLICATION	PROCESS
Bank	Street	School	for	Children	has	retained	
Tony	Featherston	and	Doreen	Oleson	from	
Resource	Group	175	to	lead	the	search.	To	apply,	
qualified	candidates	may	apply	online	at	https://
rg175.com/candidate/signup	before	Friday,	
September	10,	2020.

The	application	includes:
• A	cover	letter	expressing	interest	in	the	

position
• A	curriculum	vitae
• A	personal	statement	and/or	writing	

sample

Please	do	not	hesitate	to	call	or	email	your	
questions	to:

Tony	Featherston
646-753-1548
tfeatherston@rg175.com	

and/or	

Doreen	Oleson
626-676-5203
doreenoleson@gmail.com

We	are	grateful	for	your	interest	in	the	Bank	
Street	School	for	Children	and	look	forward	to	
hearing	more	about	your	background,	
experience	and	interest	in	this	opportunity.
	
Bank	Street	School	for	Children	welcomes	and	
encourages	applications	from	diverse	candidates.	
Bank	Street	School	for	Children	does	not	
discriminate	on	the	basis	of	race,	color,	religion,	
gender,	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	
disability,	national	or	ethnic	origin,	or	other	legally	
protected	status	in	admission	of	otherwise	
qualified	students	or	in	providing	access	to	the	
rights,	privileges,	programs,	or	activities	generally	
available	to	all	students	and	their	families,	
including	educational	policies,	scholarship	and	
other	financial	aid	programs,	or	athletic,	extra-
curricular,	and	other	school-administered	
programs	and	activities.	

https://rg175.com/candidate/signup
https://rg175.com/candidate/signup
mailto:tfeatherston@rg175.com
mailto:doreenoleson@gmail.com

