
Dear Students, 
  
We’re writing to share some clear and useful advice published this weekend by the Mayor’s office. We need 
everyone in our community to follow these guidelines to navigate the coming weeks as safely as possible: 
 

“We’re seeing more examples of community transmission of COVID-19 in New York City between 
people who have no direct connection to travel to one of the affected countries. Therefore, we’re 
giving new guidance to New Yorkers to keep our city safe. 
  
First: for New Yorkers who are well and have NO symptoms, take basic precautions: wash your hands 
thoroughly, don’t touch your face and avoid handshakes and other hand-to-hand contact. 
  
Monitor your own health more closely than usual. Watch for symptoms of cold and flu: sore throat, 
cough, fever, shortness of breath. Treat it differently than usual. This is important. New Yorkers are 
used to powering through the work-week when they’re feeling sick, but we’re asking you to change 
that. 
  
Even though the common cold and flu are much more common causes of symptoms than COVID-19, 
we want those who might have COVID-19 to get care and not spread it to others. So STAY HOME if you 
have cold or flu symptoms. 
  
Same applies for school-aged kids. 
  
Let your doctor know about your symptoms and if they don’t get better in 24-48 hours, get to your 
doctor.” 

 
If we all follow these guidelines, we have a much better chance of staying healthy and keeping Bank Street 
open during this crisis. 
  
To exercise an abundance of caution, we are also increasing our cleaning efforts to prevent the spread of the 
virus, including a deep cleaning of the entire building that was conducted over the weekend. Additionally, we 
have increased cleaning staff on site during the day to ensure that all areas of heavier use are cleaned more 
often. 
  
If you or anyone in your household or place of work is directly exposed to, or tests positive for, COVID-19, 
please let Gretchen Adams at gadams@bankstreet.edu know as soon as possible. 
  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or need support. 
  
Warmly, 
  
Cecelia Traugh 
Dean, Bank Street Graduate School of Education 
 


