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G-CCS Superintendent Loving His New Job 
By Liz Page a renovation project, 

GILBOA - After making which is running a few 
a dramatic career shift weeks behind schedule. 
at 42, Jack Etter is exactly The dam sight, of 
where he wants to be, course, is the Gilboa 
doing what he wants to Dam, which sits just be-
do. low the school, and has 

Earlier this year he now been added to a few 
was named the new su- times. Old Gilboa was 
perintendent at Gilboa- covered by water in 1924 
Conesville Central School as the reservoir displaced 
after longtime superin- the small, vibrant village 
tendent Ruth Reeve re- and its people. Although 
tired. there were attempts to 

“I thank Ruth for get- re-establish the lost com-
ting me to take this job,” munity, it never quite suc-
said Etter, who came to ceeded. The school, in 
G-CCS three years ago many ways, serves as the 
as a principal and moving center of the Gilboa com-
from downstate. munity. 

“I love it here,” says Etter pauses at a point 
Etter. “I love the area. I in the hallway where you 
love the people. I love can overlook the 
the school. And I love Schoharie Reservoir cre-
the kids.” ated by the construction 

Etter has taught in the of the dam. It is a beauti-
inner city, coming from ful view, he said, during 
the Monticello area. As any season and he’s right 
he waved to a group of about the school having 
preschoolers loaded onto the best view compared 
a school bus to take a to other schools in the 
field trip to Indian Ladder area. 
Farms, little hands could He has adopted this 
be seen waving in re- place and the school, al-
sponse. though he has his own, 

Knowing each student grown children, the stu-
in the school by name dents at Gilboa are his 
and each staff and faculty kids now. 
member is a big plus in “Where else would a 
Etter’s book. The school high school student give 
community is one big you one of their paintings 
family. While there may to decorate your office,” 
be some differences and he comments. 
a little complaining about At an inner city school 
one another here and district, like the one 
there, when push comes where he began his teach-
to shove and someone ing career, he said you 
needs help, everyone wouldn’t dare wave at a 
jumps on board without busload of kids, for fear 
any complaint to see that of what gestures, other 
the need is answered. than a friendly wave, you 

He stops in the school might get in response. 
hallway to tell about the He doesn’t fear that at 
Wild Cat (school mascot) Gilboa. 
created by a couple of He is now looking for 
students to celebrate the a home and has enjoyed 
90th year of the school his couple of years rent-
building, billed as the ing from the Morkauts 
“Best School by a Dam on Stryker Road. He said 
Site”. They created it he spends time traveling 
from a wire mesh frame the back roads or going 
filled with foam and then to breakfast with friends. 
covered with paper He empathizes with 
Mache and a picture of the school’s new librari-
every student since 1929. an, whose space is part 
That was the year the of the renovation that is 
original building was con- not yet completed. He 
structed. Those were dif- points to the shipping 
ferent times, Etter said, container filled with 
and noted there were sep- books for the library. The 
arate entrances for boys only concession is that 
and girls. That bit of his- she will get to create and 
tory is being covered by organize the space when 

For The Love of Pets . . . 

the books go back on the 
shelves. In addition to 
the library makeover, 
there are efficiencies be-
ing included in the proj-
ect, such as more energy 
efficient windows and 
heating. 

He talks about the 
school family and how 
the janitor, school bus 
driver and others are part 
of the effort to involve 
everyone in the education 
of the kids and their well-
being. Everyone who has 
contact with the kids will 
receive Social Emotional 
Training (SET). In the 
past, he said, it would in-
volve just the teachers 
and few teaching assis-
tants. “They aren’t the 
only ones who have con-
tact with our students,” 
said Etter, The bus driver 
is likely to be the first 
contact of the day for a 
student or to notice 
something amiss at a stu-
dent’s home. That is why, 
he said, they should be 
involved and to provide 
input to the training in 
order to better help the 
students. 

In the old gymnasium 
he points to a row of 
backpacks. Jim’s Great 
American and Valley Mar-
ket are key components 
of the program at the 
school, which supplies 
80 backpacks. For those 
unfamiliar with the pro-
gram, it is a way to send 
food home with children 
who may not otherwise 
have food over the week-
end. He and I both scoff 
at those who wonder why 
there is a need for the 
program or why some 
parents cannot meet the 
needs of their children. 

This year is the first 
year G-CCS has provided 
free and reduced lunch 
to all students. It helps 
because those who need 
the program are no 
longer singled out. Every-
one is treated the same. 

These things are im-
portant to the well-being 
of students. 

He talks about the time 
a janitor found a student 
having an emotional 
“melt down” and came 
to get authorities to in-
tervene. The student, said 
Etter, had been going 
through some stuff at 
home and had reached a 
point where he wasn’t 
able to handle it anymore 
on his own. “It is a case 
of why everyone is in-
volved. If that janitor had-
n’t gotten involved, the 
student wouldn’t have re-
ceived the support he 
needed.” 

As he walks along and 
into the gymnasium, a 
student opens the door 
for him and said he liked 
Mr. Etter’s tie. “Have I 
worn it before?” Etter 
asks the student, who 
replies, “No”. Likely he 
hasn’t worn it before, as 
Etter has more than 200 
ties from which to 
choose. It makes for a 
conversation starter with 
students. He walks 
through the gym class 
where April Hoghtaling 
is working with the class 
and back out another 
doorway. “That is one of 
our renovation projects,” 
said Etter of the new 
state of the art gym. The 
old one is now a place 
for assemblies and per-
formances. The 1929 era 
gym is where the library 
is being renovated. It has 
been split in half and also 
had a stage, which has 
been removed, along with 
the old, wall-sized 
heaters. Those were very 
noisy he points out and 
not very heat efficient. 

The technology depart-
ment is also getting a 
makeover and the new, 
old technology (shop) 
teacher, Bruce Banker, is 
working his way around 
things. Etter teases one 
of the students there 
about what has happened 
to the old desk from his 
office. “You promised me 
you would take care of 
it. I don’t think I am going 
to be able to use that 
again,” Etter jokes. 

Back upstairs he 
points to the wall murals 
leading into the elemen-
tary wing, Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse are among 
the characters and “it’s 
unknown exactly when 
they were created, but 
these are sacred,” said 
Etter of the murals. 

He opens a doorway 
into the annals of the 
original building and mar-
vels that it was once a 
shooting range for stu-
dents taking a shooting 
course. 

Going in and out, up 
and down, has caused 
Etter to lose a little bit 
of weight and when his 
doctor asks him how his 
knees are holding up, he 
asks if he’s still doing the 
steps. When Etter said 
he is still able to do the 
steps, the doctor says his 
knees are holding up just 
fine. The school building 
has several tiers and lev-
els and a lot of steps. 

At the very lowest level 
of the original building 
the office of the new prin-
cipal, Thomas Cervola, 

who is Etter’s replace-
ment. He too said he likes 
it at G-CCS. He also makes 
a stop in the room of art 
teacher, Kristin Tompkins, 
just to see what kind of a 
reaction it might get. 
There is some mutual ad-
miration, I sensed. She’s 
also supervisor for the 
town of Prattsville, which 
gives them some common 
ground. 

Going from the old to 
the new and up, down 
and around is Etter’s beat, 
so to speak. His office is 
at the new double door-
way main entrance where 
visitors must check in 
and is near the nurse’s 
office. There are double 
locks on the entry now, 
to provide extra security. 
If they don’t like what 
they see, they don’t un-
lock the second set of 
doors. Like all other 
schools you must sign in. 

These extra security 
measures are required as 
a part of the new world 
we live in. 

While it is a challenge 
to meet all of the state 
Education Department 
mandates as a small, rural 
school, with most of the 
regulations driven by 
large, city school districts, 
Etter is up to the chal-
lenge. He believes the 
pluses of knowing each 
student and staff member 
outweigh some of the ed-
ucational disadvantages 
of limited course offer-
ings. His love began with 
his first interview and the 

Jack Etter 

realization that the entire 
staff here cares about the 
kids. 

His teachers, he points 
out, receive the same cer-
tifications as every other 
teacher in the state. 

Prior to coming to 
Gilboa he was in charge 
of professional develop-
ment and was an instruc-
tional technology inte-
gration specialist. He 
taught in Ellenville and 
Monticello and is an 
award-winning teacher. 
He has worked with stu-
dents with emotional and 
behavioral problems and 
received certification in 
elementary and special 
education. 

Before that, he was a 
salesman for 22 years. 
Needless to say, he be-
came dissatisfied with 
the work and wanted a 
profession where there 
was purpose. While he 
wanted to work with chil-
dren, it didn’t have the 
necessary education. 

So, he became a col-
lege freshman at the age 
if 42, a teacher at the age 
of 45, got into adminis-
tration at age 55 and a 
superintendent at age 60. 
He plans on being here 
for the next 20 years be-
cause he does love it 
here. He has had to make 
some hard decisions, but 
has been helped through 
them and said he has 
come to be a part of the 
community. “I really am 
blessed to be here,” says 
Etter. 

(518) 275-9263 

Thank you to all our service 
men, women and animals. 
We appreciate you and all you 
have done and continue to do! 

10% off for military personnel 
(active and retired) 

• Dog Boarding • Grooming 
• Cat Boarding • Puppy Training 
• Doggie Daycare • Pet Taxi 
• Pet Sitting • Post-Surgery and Wound Care 
• Overnight Care • Veterinary Technician Care 
• Dog walking • Large Animal/Hobby Farm Care 

www.pettrackspets.com 
pettracks@outlook.com 

Lorraine Fancher, LVT, Owner (Pet Lover) 
Licensed, Insured, Bonded & 20 years experience 

Pet Tracks Pet Services 

COUNTRY STORE 
GAS - DIESEL - FOOD 

1275 State Route 990V • 607-588-4111 

$7 Classifeds! 
3 Column Inches! 

Call (518) 763-6854 

Shaul Farms 
A Family Farm Since 1701 

Quantities and availability of 
vegetables changing daily. 

Fultonham 
(5 mi. S of Middleburgh on Rte. 30) 

518-827-4210 • www.shaulfarms.com 

— OPEN — 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9 am to 5 pm 

2102 State Route 30, North Blenheim, NY 
(518) 827-5588 

Homemade Breakfast & Lunch with Saturday Night Dinner 
Perry’s Ice Cream 

Deli: Cold cuts • Subs • Breakfast Sandwiches 
Outside seating • Now Serving Beer 

Easy Access for Campers & Tractor Trailers 

Mon/Tue Closed • Wed-Fri 8-2 • Sat 8-8 • Sun 8-2 

THE HORSESHOE CAFÉ 

mailto:pettracks@outlook.com
www.pettrackspets.com



